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MAJORITY REPORT.

^ S H A. R SW OODj C hairm an*

The Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Representatives,
appointed to investigate and report whether anv corrupt means have
been, at any time, employed by the banks, or their agents, or any of
them, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of influencing the action
of the Legislature, or any other department of the Government of
this Commonwealth, in regard to any legislation for their benefit,

REPORT:
The subject of inquiry submitted to the Committee was of vital

importance to the character of the State, and the rights and liberties

of its citizens. It was reported, and that too, in an authentic form,
that large sums of money had been expended at various times, by the
officers oi the Bank of the Lnited States, of the application of which
no account was given. It was charged with great boldness and pub-
licity, that this money had been employed in wholesale bribery of the
legislative and executive departments of the Government. In a
republican form of government, the main-spring of whose institutions

is public virtue, corruption in the Representatives of the people, lays
the axe at the very root of the tree. Written constitutions and bills

ol right aie %alue!css as the parchment upon which they are written,

unaccompanied by purity in those who administer public affairs under
their sanction. It the Legislature, Executive or Judiciary be cor-
rupt, there no longer remains that security in the free enjoyment of
the unalienable rights of life, liberty and property, without which,
existence to a freeman has lost its chief charm, and which no mere
pap. i- barriers can protect. It seems scarcely necessary to refer to
the recorded history of ancient republics. The celebrated response
of the Delphic oracle to Philip of Macedon, that if he fought with sil-

ver weapons he would be invincible, and the proud boast of that sue-
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cessful warrior, that he considered no fortress impregnable into which

he con'd introduce a mule laden with money, were but indications

that the liberties of the Greek republics were hastening to decay, and

their citizens lit for no! hing but to become the cringing slaves of a

despot. When Rome was trodden under the feet of the Emperors,

she still retained the empty shadow of her former freedom. The
forms of a republic were maintained in the empire city long after she

had bowed the neck to the Caesars. Her assemblies—her Senate

—

her comitia—her elections—her consuls—her tribunes of the people,

existed long after the. power of life and death—the purse and the

sword had been surrendered to one man. “Augustus was sensible,”

remarks Gibbons, “that mankind is governed by names ; nor was he

deceived in his expectations that the Senate and people would submit

to slavery, provided they were respectfully assured that they still en-

joyed their ancient freedom.” When corruption once entered, by the

conquest of the rich countries of the east, Rome no longer went to the

plough-tail to select there the virtuous citizen to lead her armies to the

field—the Empire was sold at the head of her standing troops to the

highest bidder—rhe affairs, offices, and emoluments of the republic,

were secured by largesses to the soldiery or the emperor, and even

justice openly bought and sold. The history of more modern times

is equally pregnant with warning and example on this subject. In a

free State, like those which have been founded in America, as this is

the weak point of its institutions, so ought it to be the most jealously

watched and guarded. Public opinion, enlightened and powerful,

should be made to speak in the most decided and authoritative tone

upon this subject. It should be proclaimed and known and felt, as

the universal sentiment, that for a public man to accept a pecuniary

benefit for his public action, or for a citizen to offer it, whether it ope-

rate upon him or not, is moral treason of the deepest and blackest

dye; and though it be not legally subject to the same dread penalty,

better far that he should at once sell himself to a foreign foe, levy war

against his country, or adhere to her enemies, giving them aid and

comfort by overt acts—than undermine its institutions—prepare and

lay the train which, when fired, must reduce them to mouldering

ruins. He that is capable of the one act is equally so of the other,

and open treason is to be preferred to secret corruption. The one is

wicked : the other both mean and wicked.

It was out of the question that the Legislature of this Common-
wealth should remain insensible to charges of corruption thus boldly

made against her public men. Such a course would have evinced to
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’ e,,herthe "'ant of a sense of the vileness and dancer or

the crime, or an assent to its truth. It was their imperative duty to
institute an investigation-*, he conducted on as broad a scale as was
possible with a due regard to other considerations. They must have
been aware of the inherent difficulty and delicacy of such an inquiry
Corruption would not be apt, if it existed, to have assumed a direci
and tangible form. It would seek to hide itself under various cun-nmgly contrived covers, and thus elude the most searching invest!^,
'on. t is difficult, and as the experience of your Committee ha°veshown almost impossible to enter upon an examination of the minu-

°f ' he prM
?

te trafactions of men of high and honorable charac
tei. \et, without doing so, at least to a certain extent, the investi-
gation would be imperfect and unsatisfactory to the public mind It

2117,’
hCrer°re ’ when the Committee was raised, that the high

probability was that ,t would arrive at no results. Yet such a consfd-
eration ought not to have deterred, and did not deter the Leoislature
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result ffi f 7
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Ut faVOr ° r affeC,i°n l° party—and the

suit, u h |, shows that corruption was intended and attempted ifnot actually employed, is fraught with lessons of the highest import
to the people of this Commonwealth. They will learn the danger toappro ended from the incorporation of large monied institution*
' C

h

ai

;

,tals bey°nd th3 wants 01 lhe business community, carrying
the whole country into the vortex of speculation and ruin,’and dweet!ed by men who, w,th the esprit rfe corps so natural to such bodies

ffiev-e
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.

P-mmounle.y thing else; and who will not stop ,o examine the proprietyof the means to be used in arriving at that which, in their estimation

StaTe h
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> that ,he improvements of theState have been indeed dearly paid for, apa.t from the amount of thedebt incurred m them construction, in the policy which has led the

ffie Lan'7

^

‘ ne

f
0rS °fthe banks

‘ and ^rgain with them forh grant of new privileges and exemptions, in consideration of theironn,, which, from the apparent ease with which such loans have been
.btamed, has induced the wildest and most extravagant waste in its
' Pen,Jlt " re - rh <?y "’ill iearn to realize more fully the necessity of:are in the selection of men as their representatives, whose private
noral character is ummpeachable, and whose integrity and indepen.ence are unquestionable. 1

The Committee commenced their labors on the 14th of February,

e^i 'lature

' ^ U,m ' ,3t C°ns ‘an:|
-
V 'he sessions of the

legislature, and have examined seventy -three witnesses.
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They resorted first, as was natural, to the officers of the Bank of

the United States. The permanent expense account of that institu-

tion was produced, and the vouchers of its several itemsexhibited.

—

These vouchers are receipts of the officers for various sums of money,

but do not at all explain the objects to which the money had been ap-

plied. There was produced, however, as authority for the expendi-

ture of a portion of them, a resolution of the Board of Directors of

March 4, 1840, in the following words:

“ Resolved, That a special committee of three Directors be appoint-

ed, with authority to proceed to Harrisburg, and generally to adopt

such measures as they may find necessary to protect the interests of

the Bank.”

Whereupon the President appointed Messrs. Price, Handy and

Lewis, to compose said Committee. The entry of expenditures on the

permanent expense account, made under the direction of this Commit-

tee, is as follows

:

1840, March 31.

Voucher of R. Price, Geo. Handy and Law. Lewis,

Special Committee, 26th March, 1840, $ 15,700

“ “ 31st “ U 500

“ “ 23d April, U 22,700

“ « 20th “ u 59,300

“ “ 23d “ u 1,000

$ 99,200

There also appeared to have been allowed on the

vouchers of this Committee, but charged to another account

in the Bank

:

Voucher of George Handy, dated June 16, 1840, 28,800
“ “ R. Price, L. Lewis and George Handy,

October 17, 1840, 3,175

$ 131,175

As the resolution under which this Special Committee, consisting

of Messrs. Price, Lewis and Handy, was appointed, refers in terms to
i

the Legislature, it was thought proper to direct the investigation to
;

that point, more particularly as it was that to which the public atten-
;

tion had been more immediately turned.

The amount of money alone withdrawn from the Bank by the Com-

mittee, and allowed them for the purpose of carrying out the object of
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tlmir appointment, is almost of itself sufficient to satisfy the mind that
it could not have been employed merely in paying for the expenses
and services of gentlemen coming to Harrisburg with a view of ma-
ffing fair representations to the Legislature, of the condition of the
Bank ana its relation to the community, which was all that it was
proper to do. Even the use of it in calling great numbers of men
irom all quarters of the State, with a view to impress the Legislature
wit i the idea that the measure required, was demanded by the voices
of their constituency, or to bring strong personal influences to operate
on the minds of the members, was highly improper, dangerous and
unjustifiable. 1 he Directors of the Bank knew, or ought to have
known, that these large sums of money had been expended. Their
duty to the stockholders, the widows and orphans, whose interests they
were placed in that post to guard and protect, their duty to them-
selves, their own character, and to the country of which' they were
citizens, imperiously required that they should have called for, and
examined the particulars of those expenditures, recorded them in de-
tail on the books of the bank, and been satisfied that they were proper
and within the legitimate extent of the powers conferred on that Com-
mittee by the Board. So far from this, it appears that this Committee
at some subsequent period, simply reported that they had performed
the duties of their appointment, and were thereupon discharoed. If
tie expenditures had not been improper, and had not been generally
known to have been improper, is it possible, when that report was
made to the Board, that some one Director would not have inquired
as to the amount expended by the Committee, and being told the enor-
mous sum of $ 130,000 and upwards, would not have called for an
explanation ? The testimony of such of the officers and Directors of
the bank as have been examined, presents one of the most curious
acts of this whole transaction. The President, Cashier, and Accoun-
tant General, profess the most profound ignorance. Even Messrs.
lice and Lewis, two of the Special Committee, testified that they

never knew, never had been informed, never even had inquired into
the particular application of the money. Many of these gentlemen
were present at the time the vouchers for the money were signed-
strange to say, not a syllable was uttered, not a whisper breathed byany one. lhe most profound silence reigned within the walls of theBank on this subject. If this be credible, does any one desire betteren ence cou 'd any words or expressions have more clearly and
conclusively indicated the knowledge and belief of the whole Bank,
tat this money naa Been corruptly and improperly used ? It is hard
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to come to the conclusion, that men of refined education and high and

honorable character, would wink at such things; yet the conclusion

is unavoidable.

George Handy, to whom, according to the evidence of the Cashieiq

the great part of the money was actually paid, and who, therefore,

must know something of its disposition, when called before the Com-

mittee, declined at first the oath tendered to him in the ordinary form.

As he appeared entirely ignorant of the extent of his rights as a wit-

ness, and was wavering in his purpose, the Committee were induced

to grant his request for a postponement, in order to enable him to con-

sult his counsel and friends as to the course he ought to adopt. It

could not be doubted, that it was to him personally, a question of the

deepest moment. His decision, one way or the other at that time,

would have a lasting effect on his character and life. It appeared,

therefore, the dictate of humanity to allow him the opportunity, and

it was done under the hope that those considerations which ought to

weigh upon him as a man and a citizen, would lead him to a full dis-

closure of his knowledge and agency in this affair. Mr. Handy

lengthened the postponement much beyond the period originally con-

templated, and allowed him by the Committee. Fie did not appear

again until the 24th day of March, when he finally and decidedly

refused to testify.

He handed to the Committee a paper in the following words:

“When previously before the Committee, I stated that a criminal

prosecution had been instituted against me, and that l was threatened

with a civil suit, since which the civil suit has been commenced.

Under these circumstances, I do not think the Committee should

press me to give evidence which might be prejudicial to my interests,

and perhaps in these exciting times, to my liberty.

My idea of the obligations of the oath proposed to be administered,

is such, that if I take it, 1 should feel bound to tell every thing, how-

ever prejudicial it might be either to my interest or liberty.

I hope, under these circumstances, the Committee will see the pro-

priety of excusing me from taking the oath, and rest assured that in

declining, nothing is farther from my wish or intention, than to show

any disrespect either to the Committee or the respective Houses which

they represent.”

As it seemed very strange that the Bank should have selected this

precise period of time to commence their long threatened suit against

Mr. Handy, the Committee put some further questions, with a view



9

to ascertain whether he had not had himself some agency in procu-
ring die suit to be brought

; which however, he very decidedly and
solemnly disclaimed.

Ii "as determined to report .Mr. Handy’s contumacy to the House,
and the proceeding* which followed in regard to him, are too well
known to require repetition in this place.

Who., under the protection of the Resolution of the General Assem-
bly, passed Alan -h 29, 1 -42, Mr. Handy appeared before the Com-
mittee, and was duiv qualified bv oatli. He stated that the whole
amount ol the money expended by that Committee had not passed
through his hands, but that every dollar of what lie diJ receive, of
which he could not state the amount exactly, was paid by him to
Daniel AI. Brodhead and George W. South, Ibr George i.ead. The
sum ol $ 120,000 to Brodhead, in pursuance of an agreement or un
demanding with him, that he was to receive that sum in case such a
law was passed as the Bank desired

; that he had also requested Joseph
Solms to go to Harrisburg to assist in the accomplishment of the
object, and at a subsequent period, Samuel R. .Wood and John C.
Bu.V'l- As confirmatory of this statement, and also as containing all
the information he possessed, as to the application made by Brodhead
ol the mmiey, and of t Ii means employed to procure the law which
was passed, he submitted a number of letters received at the time.
He stated also, that lie had never asked nor received more particular
information as to the disposition made of the money, though he did
not protend to d ny that he knew, or believed at the time it was ad-
vaneed, that it was lor corrupt purposes*

These three persons, Brodhead, Solms and Read, appear to have
been, therefore, the principal agents of the Bank in this matter. The
Committee do not conceive it to he necessary to enter upon a review
of this extraordinary correspondence. It will be sufficient to cite
some parts, which demonstrate most conclusively that the writers
were extensively engaged in the work of corruption, or were pre-
tending so to be, with a view of deceiving the Bank and extorting
money. °

The first and most important letter—because it furnishes a key to
the whole scries— is one dated March (i, 1840, from Brodhead to
Handy, shortly after the arrival of both Brodhead and Solms at Har-
risburg, in which he says: “The result is yet doubtful, and will
rem un so, until 1 see or hear from your friend. I was sorry to come
up so unprepared and undetermined. It appears to me that this im-
portant matter is wonderfully infix] with. In all the conversation I
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had with him, I could not arrive at any certain conclusion. In
speaking of stock, he appeared to talk as though I was to run the

risk of the advance. Now, my dear Sir, 1 cannot talk with you,
or write to you fully, but I only have to say, that all the risk 1 have
to run, is the final passage of the bill. If it passes, can 1 depend in

such a manner as to pass my word that the contingent fund, of which
we spoke, will be provided without failure? The only answer I want
to this question, or to my letter, is, from you or Mr. Biddle, if he
understands you, to say, all will be right A letter from Solms to

Handy, dated the next day, March 7th, shows him to have been the

friend alluded to, for he says: “The depositc made this day, and the

promised deposite of Monday, worked well, as vou perceive by the

result
; hut J hi^s result . increases expectations and great demands.

They are such, as I feel myself not authorized to grant : therefore 1

concluded either to go to the' city to-morrow, or let the person go him-

self. Feeling rather unwell this evening— I suppose in consequence

of over-exertions of a weakened frame— I let him go, so that you

become acquainted with the pretensions.” Brodhead accordingly

went to Philadelphia, and had an interview with Handy; the result

of which is a note from Handy to Brodhead, dated March 10th, 1840,

in which it is said: “Agreeably to the promise I made you last even-

ing, 1 avail myself ol a moment’s leisure, to give you an answer to

the question you proposed, to wit : What course of legislation would

be most likely to secure to Mr. Van Buren the vote of Pennsylvania?

I answer: First, legalizing the suspension until February, 1841. Se-

condly: A release and suspension of all penalties to which the Banks

are now subject, other than the legal interest, to be recovered only in

the ordinary course of law, and this should be done within ten days.

If February won’t do, the third Monday of January will answer. This

done, and all ivill be right.” 'Phis then was the contract; and that

Solms knew of its precise date, terms, character and object, is very

clear from his letter of the 18th March, to Handy, ia-which he says :

“The agreement you made on the 10th instant, expires on the 20th

instant, as it was for ten days only binding. Don’t omit to inform

me whether this agreement shall continue in force with all is right .”

A corrupt contract was made then, to which Solms was privy, and

that contract was signified or understood between them, by the ex-

pression, “all will be right,” or “all is right.”

That these two individuals held out to Mr. Handy, that they' were

faiti.tuliy uetween mem cnr:'y :,i
g this corrunt bargain into execution,

no intelligent reader of the correspondence can doubt. Whether this
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was a vile falsehood, meant to cover up their own fraudulent purpose
ot converting the money to their own use, or a true representation of
what was going on, must be left to the decision of the public upon the
whole evidence. Their own testimony and conduct as . witnesses,
with that of their coadjutor George Read, favours the former conclu-
sion, and there is certainly no direct evidence of a single dollar
having been paid by eiiher of those men to any body. Yet, accord-
ing to the testimony of John C. Boyd, confirmed by the testimony of
Samuel R. Wood, who states that Mr. Boyd mentioned the circum-
stance to him at the time it occurred, Mr. Barrett, one of the editors
of the Keystone, knew that Brodhead had money, or the command
of money

; for he told Mr. Boyd that he might have $fj,0d0, if he
could procure the vote of Col. Fleming of the Senate; and upon being
asked where the money was to be had, answered, from Brodhead.
Mr. Barrett docs not recollect this matter, and denies positively any
knowledge that Brodhead had money. It is but right to add, that
according to the concurring testimony of Mr. Boyd and Col. Fleming,
no money was offered to, or received by him. The money found Fn
the trunk of Charles Chandler, the member from Susquehanna, who
d^ied at Harrisburg that spring—being $1,200 in notes of the Berks
County Bank was undoubtedly paid to him by Brodhead, who had
exchanged a large part of the notes received from Handy with Lloyd
Wharton, for Berks County Bank notes. Yet the letter from Brod-
head to Chandler, also found in his trunk with the money, and refer-
ring to it as the profits of some speculation in stocks, is dated January
10, 1840, and post-marked the same day, so .that it must relate to
some other prior transaction. There was a small loan to Judge
Myers of the Senate of $100, which appears to have been after-
wards duly paid. This is the only evidence on the subject of the
possession or use of money by Brodhead.

In older to exhibit the character ol these men in their true light
betoie the community, it will be proper to give one or two more
extracts from the letters, which might be multiplied, but it is not
deemed necessary.

In Soltns letter of March 11, to Handy, he says: “Your letter
all is right, of 10th, has been received. There is an objection. The
five thousand dollars must be placed immediately in hands.” In
Brodhead’s ol the 13th, in reference no doubt to the same thing, he
says: “Draw the five to-morrow, and let J. S. bring it up. It is a
most desperate conflict. Do not omit this, or else mark somebody’s
check good to my order.”
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Brodhead, in his letter of the 25th, says: “I was quite astonished

at that part of your letter of yesterday, which I received this after-

noon, in which you say, if ‘the amount reduced in the resolution

passed by the House, to a sum sufficient to pay interest, &c., that then

all uon/d be right.
1

] hope and trust I am not placing myself in a

false position, as my word and in some instances my written agree-

ment has gone out to a large extent, and the only condition is the

time to January, ’41, and release of penalties.” So in his note written

in Philadelphia, April 2, ’40, he says: “I shall be well enough to

return in the morning, but you know I cannot return until you pre-

pare /he necessary documents for me to take along , as all my friends

will expect to see them when 1 return.” So in the note of Brodhead

to Solms, written in Philadelphia, April 16: “I wrote up last night,

requesting the gentleman from whom I bought lumber, to hold on till

I came—that I would certainly be up to-night. Do attend to this, as

my credit would be ruined if I did not pay promptly for the lumber

which I have bought. Let the whole matter be closed up to-day.”

And on the 5th June, 1840, as an evident receipt in full, he says: “I

received the certificates of deposite, and all is right.”

In making these few extracts from the letters, the main object is to

prove, beyond a question, that by their own showing, Solms and Brod-

head were engaged in a work of fraud and corruption
;
and great

care has been taken in making these extracts, to avoid all those which

contain allusion to, or implication of third persons.

Let us now turn for a single moment from the letters to the evi-

dence of the writers of them. Unfortunately for themselves, they had

both been examined before the production of the correspondence.

Brodhead swore most distinctly and positively, that he had not

been employed by any bank, or any officer, director, or agent of any

bank. Mr. Handy declares that Brodhead was perfectly aware that

he was acting on behalf of the Bank of the United States, and the

wh ile scope and tenor of the letters show it beyond a doubt. As-

suming this to be correct, no equivocation can save the answers of

Brodhead before the Committee, from downright and glaring contra-

diction of the letters. Brodhead was never discharged from his

attendance as a witness, but at his own urgent request was suffered

to return to his business upon his assurance that he would re-appear

at any time. He was bound, therefore, if he meant to keep his parole

in spirit as well as letter, not to remove without communicating his

change of residence to the Committee. This however he did, having

gone it appears to the State of New York; the subpoena, however,
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was left at his residence, and no doubt he was notified of it. Be has

14th Jun^
opportunity to appear since the attachment issued on ,

n£ Y.
He may be considered therefore, to have fled, and thus
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less knows of the disposition of the money made by Brodhead, and

perhaps has pocketed his share of the proceeds.

Such are the men employed as the agents of the Bank of the

United States, and in whose bosom, beyond all question, if in no other

persons, reposes a full knowledge of the whole of this transaction.

Their character is now before the country; and their letters and evi-

dence, together with that of all the other witnesses examined by the

Committee, may be safely submitted without further comment, other

than the remark, that they all state that they have no knowledge of

any corruption on the part of the Executive, members of the Legis-

lature, or other officer of the government ; nor in their intercourse

with all or any of them during that session was there anything im-

proper.

George Read, late Treasurer of the County of Philadelphia, was-

also one of the paid agents of the Bank, although he does not seem

to have been trusted with money by the others; in which undoubtedly

ihey showed their discernment and discretion. When he first ap-

peared before the Committee, he denied most positively and unequivo-

cally, that he had ever been employed by any bank, paid by any bank,

or rendered any services for which he had ever made any claim, and

of course that he knew any thing at all about the object of inquiry

before the Committee. Read is an extremely illiterate man, being

unable to read or write except his own name. He was obliged, there-

fore, to conduct his correspondence through the medium of an amanu-

ensis. lie procured for this purpose the services of John W. Nesbitt,

a clerk under him in the Treasurer’s office, then attending at Harris-

burg, to settle some accounts with the Auditor General; and upon his

leaving Harrisburg, had the assistance of William Field, a member

of the House from Bucks. In the letters written by Nesbitt, being

simple, but at the same time remarkably accurate accounts of proceed-

ings of the two Houses, there was nothing to arrest the attention of

the amanuensis, but in several of those written by Mr. Field, there

evidently was. It is to be lamented that this gentleman’s memory

also failed him on this occasion,, so that he was unable to recollect

whether he had asked or received any explanation. And even in

reference to a small note among the papers produced, addressed by

him to Mr. Read, and urging him to come up and attend to his busi-

ness “or it would be all no go,” he could not remember to what it

referred so as to explain it. Mr. Field was often surprised at the in-

formation possessed by Read, and asked from what source he had

obtained it, but received no satisfactory answer. The letters indeed
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Jo Show that he was kept very well advised of what was dome, andcontemplated to be done. Mr. South's letters, accompanying Read's,.how tha, Read renewed SI ,000 for his services, and claimed to havea note of hts for 81,000, held by the Bank, delivered up. Mr. South
“
,tETM

h°
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that there is no evidence before the Committee that a single dollar
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was ever paid out by 'their agent or agents, to any body, for 1 1iat pur-

pose, directly or indirectly. In !eed, it is not very difficult to account

for the course of 1 lie greater number of those members, who, in op-

position to their party, voted for the Resumption Resolutions. The

necessity of maintaining the honor of the Slate, by adequate provi-

sion for the punctual payment of the in’erest on the State debt— the

strong desire of the gentlemen representing the improvement districts

to get some appropriation, however small, towards the unfinished

lines, together with the extraordinary, and as the Committee think,

unwarrantable influence brought to bear upon the members, as will

be seen by the evidence, would be sufficient to account for the result,

without resorting to corruption, direct or indirect.

The terms of the resolution under which the Committee was con-

stituted, comprehended an investigation into the conduct of all or any

of the Banks, and extended back to 1835. It was proper that the

resolution should be thus broad, in order that t he Committee might

not be improperly limited in their inquiries, it was the intention of

the Committee to have followed up the matter much beyond the pro-

ceedings connected with the Legislature of 1840. It was soon seen,

however, that it would require the attendance of a great number of

witnesses, the personal examination of the books and accounts of

many other of the Banks, and would open a fie. Id of investigation so

broad and extended as could not even be partially explored within the

limits of t he session.

In regard to the re-charter of the Bank of the United States, some

evidence, however, was incidentally brought before the Committee,

from w’hich it would seem scarcely to be doubted that the same means

were attempted, if not actually employed, at that time as during the

session of 1840. The permanent expense account of that Bank,

$20,575 00

5,000 00

1,311 00

8,697 50

io,of6 oo
'

10,600 bof

10.000 oo

5.000 00

before referred to, shows the following entries:

1830, May 5, Receipt of N. Biddle, President,

“ “ 7, do do do

“ “ 16, Voucher for Incidental Expenses at

Harrisburg,

“ “ 23, Receipt of N. Biddle,

<< u do John B. Wallace for pro-

fession;! 1 services,

u u do Jos. Mdlvaine, do

“ 27, do N. Biddle,

June 13, do do
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1836, June 24, Receipt of M. Wilson & Co., Har-
risburg, for expeases,

“ 20, do N. Biddle,
3,463 50

5,000 00

€^ 9,052 00

How many more of the items of the same account, ent^d^fasubsequent date, refer back to the tmnsaction in question the Colnuittee cannot determine. They call attention, L e

"’

dence of Jonathan Patterson, one of the Tellers of t hi R f
proves the use of the sum of $400,000, by the officers, at 1- aLtvery peru of the re-charter, the withdrawal of which from theBnn < was attempted to be concealed by a false entry ol the bloks^ of the agents who appear to have been employed on this oeeasmn arenow deceased; and to have proceeded further in such an in-Ration, without havmg the time to ,,rosecute it to its full extentdd not seem to be proper, under the circumstances

’

The Committee, therefore, offer .he following resolution:

sideratiolof
^ ^ **

GEO. SHARSWOOD,
JNO. H. EWING,
E. A. PENNIiMAN,
i. H. DEFORD.

Mr DKFORD, from the »« Committee, presented the followim,:

ves,i22 the.Th

° f i“SliC' '° !,a 'e
' “ °r Committee of in.cst

lfcat.on, that there was no evidence before us whatever of anv

ner i
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„
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d

G°Ve
'"0r ”7 “* * ““»* «» ™„.ner in which it is done in some of the letters before „« tv a

it appear from the evidence before ns, that he had any knowlerfooTragents bemg employed by the Banks, to use any corrupt men," forhe purpose of affecting legisl.iinn for their bench! An,! I fe^tM,

Trmi °n ,he -—- «»^

~

port already made by the majority.

July 1 2tk, 1842. DEFORD.

BK. IN. COM. 2





minority report.

Mr. LOWRY, from (he Committee appointed to investigate whetherany corrupt means have, at any time, been employed by the Banks
or them agents, or any of them, directly or indirectly, for the purposeof influencing the action of the Legislature, or any other departmentof the government of this Commonwealth, in regard to any leo is la.
ion for their benefit, respectfully submits the following

REPORT:
The undersigned agrees with the majority of the Committee, thatthere is no evidence, direct or indirect, of any corruption on the partof the Executive, or any member of the Legislature, but considers it
to himself, his constituents, and the people of the Commonwealth

generally to state more fully and explicitly, than has been done by the

Tftan

1 th

.

6

,

C°mmitlee
’ 1,16 foctS connected with the transactions of

,

’ and the manner of investigation adopted by the Committee
In pursuance of them appointment the Committee has been in ses-

s.on from time to time, since shortly after the period of its construc-
ion on the ninth of February last, up to the present date. A vast num-
ber of witnesses have been examined

; the utmost latitude has bee*
extended to them in them examination, and in all cases, except where

r u f
° m€mber °f tk€ hearsay testimony hasieen fully admitted. What the witnesses alleged they had heardfrom others was freely received in evidence. The ordinary rules ofevidence were not only thus openly violated, but a most anxious spirit

has, at all times, manifested itself in a majority of the Committee, to raiseeven by suspicion or hearsay evidence, grounds to suppose that the
Executive of our Commonwealth, and members of the Legislature
had been dealt with corruptly. Not content with this, the private
affa.rs and business matters of individuals, not members of the Lec-
ture, or otherwise connected with these transactions, were pried Tnto
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and made the theme of irrelevant inquiry before the Committee, and

which was protested against, on more than one occasion, by the mi-

nority.

From the entire evidence and examination, the undersigned has

come to this conclusion : that in consequence of the situation in which

the banking instutions of the Commonwealth were placed, and their

inability to meet their engagements from the mismanagement of those

who were intrusted with the administration of their affiiirs, they deem-

ed further legislation necessary to avoid the necessity of an immediate

resumption, and determined to get the time postponed as long as pos-

sible. The institution, the mismanagement of whose affairs most

tended to produce this state of distress and embarrassment, tinder

which the monetary concerns of the Commonwealth suffered, was the

Bank of the United States. Yet subsequent events have shown that

other large institutions, located in the same city, have been conducted

with scarcely more discretion, and with as little integrity. The : bar-

ter of the institution named was obtained in an evil moment I rum the

Commonwealth, when an unfortunate division in the democratic par-

ty, let their adversary into power, when corruption completed the

work which party dissension had permitted to be commenced. The

community has realized, by hitter experience, the seeds thus sown,

and the reckless spirit of speculation and corruption which the expan-

sion consequent on the doubling of the nominal banking capital of the

State, and the improper means to accomplish it, has done as much to

injure the morals of the citizens as it has to sap the prosperity and

paralize the business energies of the community.

As a part of the evils growing out of the manner in which the char-

ter of the Bank of the United States was obtained, this investigation

has proved that those having the management of that institution, were

willing to use its funds to purchase legislation in its behalf in the Year

1840, and that it empowered its agents, and gave them the command of

large sums of money to effect this object; that George Hanciv, one

of the directors of the Bank, and through whose hands the lu .ere

directed to pass, drew for that purpose what money he pleased in at he

employed Daniel M. Brodhead, Joseph Solms, George Read and hers,

to proceed to Harrisburg; that the persons s•nt wrote, from mne to

time, numerous letters to Mr. Handy—and a Mr. George V >uth,

who was a part of the machinery through which this unparalleleci

fraud was practiced—representing in their various communications

their alleged success in influencing members of the Legislature to

come into their views, and placing their exertions and intimated ex-
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penfigures, in as strong a light as possible, in order, as some of them
a\ e avowed, to obtain the largest amount of money possible from their

employers. The undersigned is pleased to be able to state, that there
has not been established one single fact, tending in the slightest de-
giee t° .mpheate the Executive of the Commonwealth, or°shoeing
hat he had any knowledge whatever of the course of procedure pur.

p
UG

. ,

C°rge huHjy
’ Daniel M - Brodhead, Joseph Solms, George™ ’ nn,l tbeo'^r P^ons in the employ of the Bank of the United

• a es. t ever there was a functionary who has been unjust-
y slandered and abused, without the sha.low of foundation bv kis
political adversaries, it has been the Executive of Pennsylvania.' In
regard to these transactions, every witness examined, when put to
he test, has fully and expressly exculj-ated and acquitted the Execu-
tive, from the remotest suspicion of knowing an

3 thing of, or eneour-ngmg these proceedings of the Bank of the United States, and its
agents.

And the undersigned is pleased to be able to state, with equal truth,
t lat no act has been established to show that any member of either
branch of the Legislature was induced by corrupt or improper means
to vote lor, or advocate the extension of the jieriod for the resumption
ol s|>ecie payments.

The whole matter developed appears to have consisted in a regular
and systematic, as well as successful attempt, on the part of those
employed by the Bank, under the usual denomination of borers

, tomake an impression upon their employers, that they were men of
great consequence at the seat of Government, and successful in their
attempts to corrupt members of the Legislate, and officers of the
Government; and that they needed large sums for this alleged object,
which they readily obtained

; that the allegations of their influence
and success were wholly untrue. That they themselves pocketed the
amount thus obtained, by means of unjust representations, the under-
signed thinks no man who is free from prejudice, and desires to do
justice, wnl, after a fair examination, deny.

Whether these conspirators, after thus obtaining the money from
the Bank, made a division of their ill-gotten gains, the undersigned
is not prepared to say; and it is perfectly immaterial to the public
whether the money was divided by them, or whether it was princi-

fv-ti o... to D_ii:< ! ]\i. i . . as would appear from the
testimony of George Handy, or whether Handy received his share
ot the spoils by an extensive sale of real estate which be made to
Brodhead, or in some other way

; this the undersigned deems alto-
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gether immaterial. The immorality of those who thus obtained the

money which belonged to the stockholders and creditors of the Bank,

cannot he too highly reprobated. But their criminality, in a moral

point of view, is but little greater than that of those who paid them

with monev which they knew belonged to others, for the nefarious

purposes to which they alleged it was to be applied.

It is clearly shown by the testimony of George Read, with other

eoncurrant facts and circumstances, disclosed during the investigation,

that the main object in writing the various letters which were produced

before the Committee by George Handy, were to magnify, in the eyes of

the Bank, the importance of those who were acting their prominent

part at Harrisburg. If the testimony is .at all to be relied on, or if cir-

cumstances can prove any fact, the officers of the Bank, at least the

President and some of the Directors, read them, and knew their con-

tents ; that they were written for the purpose of inducing the Bonk

to pan/ as great an amount of money as possible, cannot be doubted ;

no evidence is given which warrants a suspicion that the Executive,

or any member of the Legislature, knew of the existence of this con-

spiracy. If the Executive, or a majority of the members of the Le-

gislature, were favorable to the law which was passed in 1840, giving

or extending the period of resumption of specie payments by the

Banks, it was because they honestly believed it would promote the

general interest of the citizens of the State, and save many men

from the ruin which an immediate contraction would inevitably pro-

duce, and not from any corrupt management or dishonest motive
;
nor

is there any thing in the testimony which will warrant any other con-

clusion.

A desire to complete the improvements of the Commonwealth, upon

which millions had already been expended, and without which mil-

lions would bo lost to the State,—a desire to keep those already com-

pleted in repair, without which they would be worse than useless,

—

a desire to pay promptly the public creditors of the Siate—all of

which it was thought that bill would accomplish—brought local inter-

ests of no ordinary character to its support, and induced members

of the democratic party in both branches of the Legislature to yield

to expediency.

By that lever, and that alone, a few men of the one party were

induced, from good motives, to side with those of opposite political

opinions; the latter of whom supported it with entire unanimity.

From these considerations, members of the democratic party yielded

to what they considered to be their imperious duty, and sided with
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the advocates of a party that has always sustained the banking
system, so disastrous to the interests and morals of our country.

1 he undersigned concurs in opinion, he thinks, with every member of
the c«mnt'ttee, that criminal prosecution should be instituted against

aniel M. Brodhead, Joseph Somes and George Read; but he is not
satisfied to let George Handy escape, under the Act of Assemby di-
recting a nolle prosequi to be entered, upon condition that he would
tell the ichole truth.

To repine over the past is useless; but for the cause ofjustice it-
self, as well as injustice to the Executive, I cannot but express my regret
t lat the determination, as expressed in his message to both branches
ol the Legislature, on the 5th day of April, was thwarted by those
having charge of the letters, in not producing the evidence of the guilt
of those men before Judge Barton. A failure to produce those letters
to be read in court, has enabled the principal actor in these transac-
tions to escape temporarily, if not forever. Had those letters been
produced, Daniel M. Brodhead would now be within our reach, and
within the reach of the law, in which event it would have been shown
that he too, wrote just such letters as would induce the Bank to pay
the most money. 1 y

Whatever diversity of opinion the public may at one time have en-
tertained, as to the propriety of that prosecution, subsequent events
have clearly demonstrated the wisdom, as well as the purity of the
motives of the Executive in ordering it. The means used for political
effect to defeat it, has stamped the matter to all future time, with its
true character

; and the slanders poured forth on this account against
tie Executive, like all other imputations on that functionary, will
speeddy correct themselves in the mind of the public. But jus'tice is
left to suffer, by permitting the guilty to escape to parts unknown,
with a view to found upon mere partial statements, imputations designed
to live, when the actors in these scenes shall be numbered with the
dead- The honest historian, in recording the facts connected with the
downfall ol the greatest moneyed institution this Union ever witnessed
must of necessity advert with unmingled satisfaction to every act of
the present Executive of our State, in relation to it, and dwell with pe-
cu tar delight upou his efforts to bring those who have sacked and
plundered it, to the bar of justice.

It is a sinking fact, and one which strongly illustrates its enormous
wickedness, that the very individuals who, by fraud and corruption
brought it into power as a Pennsylvania institution, after the Union
had rejected it, have turned abruptly round and charged their own
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high offences upon the identical party, which from principle and sound

policy, have uniformly contended in opposition to it.

The undersigned, however, conceives this a fruitless task, and

thinks that these men will have to share the responsibility of its rise

and downfall among themselves. The verdict of an impartial poster-

ity will say, the whig party created 1 it, its advocates arrd agents plun-

dered its stockholders and creditors, and that the democratic party

has had neither part nor lot therein.

The undersigned takes this occasion, in self defence, to say that

the majority of the Committee, without any good results, subpoenaed

a vast number of witnesses from remote parts of the Commonwealth,

at a very heavy expense to our exhausted Treasury, without the knowl-

edge or consent of the minority. In this, as in all other abuses, let the

blame be cast where it properly belongs. The undersigned cannot

close this report without remarking, that inasmuch as testimony of

a hearsay and irrelevant character, in any quantity, was received con-

cerning the Executive, he considered it due to that functionary, and

to the public, that he should be subpoenaed, and explain on oath, in

order that he might exculpate himself from the unjust imputations

attempted to be lixed upon him; accordingly the minori'y requested

to have Governor Porter subpttenaed, but a majority refused. They

did agree, after much consideration, that the Executive of Pennsyl-

vania might make himself a witness
,
(and consequently a party to

the examination,) and that they would then condescend to hear him.

The undersigned considers this discorteous towards the minority, par-

ticularly so, as this was the only favor requested, or witness they

solicited authority to examine. This refusal the undersigned regards

as “especially unjust towards the public,” and infinitely unfair

towards the Executive.

M. B. LOWRY.
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He neither offered or hinted that myself or any other member should

receive any remuneration from a postponement of specie payments
by the passage of the Bill. I was acquainted with Mr. Vodges before

that time, and saw him and spoke to him while he was here, though
I do not recollect the subject, or particulars of our conversation. He
never made any offers, or hinted that myself or any of the members
would receive any pecuniary benefit. Those are the only gentlemen
I remember as having been here as agents of the Banks—they came
here on Friday, the 31st of January.

Q. Did any person, during that session, or subsequently, tell you
that they knew that any money had been expended?

Ans. No person ever told me. On the last night of the session,

1841, I was first informed of the fact, that there was a charge of

ninety-nine thousand two hundred dollars on the books of the Bank,

as expenses incurred in procuring the passage of the resolutions of

1841), commonly called the resumption resolutions. The person who
informed me, said that he had learned this fact from abstracts of the

expenses of the Bank, which had been exhibited to him by one of the

officers of the Bank, in this town, during that session of the Legis-

lature. I said that if 1 lived to another session of the Legislature, I

would seek an investigation into the transaction—and I have done so

since I have been at Harrisburg at the present time.

Q. (Mr. Penniman.) Who was the person who informed you?

Ans. Mr. Jacob Gratz, at present in the Senate.

Q. (Mr. Sharswood.) Did any member of that session of the Le-

gislature intimate to you that there was any money about?

Ans. No.

Q. Did you, during that session, make any purchase of any person

whom you supposed was an agent of a Bank of any valuable thing?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you receive any present during that session, or subse-

quently, from any gentleman who may have been an agent of a

Bank?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. At the time of the passage of the resumption resolutions, were

you a debtor to any Bank?

Ans. No, sir; nor since. I voted for resolution No. 1, for the im-

mediate resumption of specie payments, which passed about the 28th

day of January. I spoke against it. I made a speech upon their

final passage, against an immediate resumption of specie payments.

1 stated that 1 would vote for the Bill, because 1 believed that in fif

teen days after its passage, there would come up to the eyes of the

gentlemen they would not see now, such evidence that would con-

vince them they had adopted a measure destructive to the best inter-

ests of the country; that 1 thought it was impossible then to get a day

later than the 15th of April, and I would rather vote for the 1st ot

March
;
that I would go lor the Bill, because I thought it would bring
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Q. Do you know that there was any impropriety used by any
Bank offi cer at that time, in any way whatever?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Had you any conversation, or did vou hear any conversation at

that time or since from any one, that there was bribery used with the

members 1

Ans. None that I remember,

Q. Mow did you come to vote (or the resumption resolutions?

Ans. Because ( had changed my views on the subject. Not hav-

ing done so because being opposed to a resumption, but in consequence
of having spent the greater part of the session in trying to bring about

a resumption, as my vote on the Journals will show, invariably voting

for that purpose, until the matter was disposed of and consigned to a

committee of conference, who reported a Bill which contained features

which I could not vote for, consequently voted against it, which Bill

was defeated; many other propositions fir resump ion, then being

offered among the rest, resumption resolution No. 15, and consider-

ing its most objectionable features matter only of expediency, and not

of principle—I came to the conclusion of giving them my vote, and
make a disposition of the question as far as it would tend to do so.

—

Viewing it as a matter of much greater importance that the improve-

ments o'
-

our State should not be left without means to sustain them,

or that the credit of Pennsylvania should be dishonored, than to cavil

at a mere question of expediency.

DANIEL D. GEORGE.
On motion,

Mr. George was discharged.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn until called together again

by the Chairman.

Supreme Court Room, )

February 16, 1842. ^

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, Penniman, Deford and Ewing.

Mr. George Read, called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the winter of 1840?

Ans. I do not know whether I was or not, but think it very likely.

Q. Do you remember whether you were here, at or about the time

of the passage of the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. 1 think t was.

Q. Did you attend at Harrisburg at the request of any of the

Banks ?

Ans. No, sir.
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n .• GEORGE READOn motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Read be discharged. Agreed to.
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Mr. August Holmes, called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature, in the House of Repre-

sentatives, in 1840'!

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. From what county?

Ans. Schuylkill county.

Q. Did you vote in favor of the resumption resolutions of 1840?
Ans. Yes.

Q. Did you at that time or any subsequent period, receive any
remuneration for that vote?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you before or at that time, receive any promise or a pecu-

niary benefit?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you receive any present of money, or any valuable thing

from any person whom you supposed was acting in behalf of any of

the Hunks during that session?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you receive any money or valuable thing at that time, that

you did not know the source from which it came, or the object for

which it was given ?

Ans. No sir, 1 did not.

Q. Do you know, sir, whether any corrupt means were used at

that time by the Banks, or any of their agents, to influence the Legis-

lature, or any other department of the Government?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear any one say that there were any corrupt

means used ?

Ans. No sir ; and I do not recollect that I ever saw or knew any of

the United States Bank officers were here at that time.

Q. You overheard no conversation of any corrupt means having

been used ?

Ans. No, sir.

A. HOLMES.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Holmes be discharged. Agreed to.

Dr. John Heintzelman, called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg any time during the session of 1840?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember at what period or time you were here ?

Ans. I cannot recollect precisely.

Q. Were you here at the time of the passage of the resumption re-

solutions ?

Ans. I was here before their passage.
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On motion,
JNO* J * HEINTZELMAN.

“dot1 Mr* Heintzeiman 56 discharged - A^eed *
the Chairman.

^^ Committee adjourn to meet again at the call of

Adjourned.

Supreme Court Room, i

Committee met:
February 18, 1842. \

JwlulT’
SharSW°0d

’ Penn,man
’ Ewing, Lowry, and Deford.

- . au« Bostick, called and sworn, testifies as follows:
U. Where do you reside, Mr. Bostick?
Ans. In Harrisburg.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg in ,he winter of 1840 TAns. Yes, sir

—

I resided here.



Q. Were you here at or about the period of the passage of the re*

sumption resolutions ?

Ans. I am not able to say whether I was here then or not.

Q. Do you know whether any corrupt means were used by the

Banks, or their agents, for the purpose of procuring any legislation

for their benefit ?

Ans. I do not know that any man received any money.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that any corrupt

means had been employed ?

Ans. A gentleman told me that he had received money in 1038,

for assisting in keeping men, and paying them for furthering the elec-

tion for Governor.

Q. Do you know that any person, in 1840, was here as an officer

or agent for any of the Banks?

Ans. I do not know of any. ^
Q. Did any person ever tell you, that in 1840, he knew there

were any corrupt means employed bv any of the Bank officers or

agents for any of the Banks, for the purpose of procuring any legis-

lation for their benefit?

Ans. Not that I know of.

Q. Do you know of any money, or any other’valuable thing, being

paid in Harrisburg, to any person, member of the Legislature, or any
officer of the government for any object?

Ans. No, sir.

WM. BOSTICK.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Bostick be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. John Naglee, called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Where do you reside, Mr. Naglee?

Ans. I live in the District of the Northern Liberties, county of

Philadelphia.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg at any time during the winter of 1840?

Ans. I thi i k I was.

Q. Were you here at or about the period of the passage of the

resumption resolutions ?

Ans. 1 think I was.

Q. Were you attending here, sir, on behalf of any of the Banks?
Ans. I was not, sir.

Q. Do you know whether anv gentlemen, at that period, were at-

tending here on behalf of any of the Banks?

Ans. I do not know of any.

Q. Did you see any gentlemen here whom you knew to be officers

or directors of any of the Banks.

Ans. i think I did.
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On motion, JN0- NAGLEE.
Xcsotvcd. That Mr. Naglee be discharged. Agreed to.

Mn Josnua R Con, called and srvorn, testifies as follows t

U. Where do you reside, Mr. Cox?
Ans. I reside in Somerset county, Pennsylvania.
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Q. Do you know, sir, whether any corrupt means were employed,

directly or indirectly, by any of the Banks or their agents, to procure

any legislation for their benefit?

A ns. 1 have no personal knowledge on the subject.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew.

Ans. 1 do not think that I ever heard any person say that he knew
of his own knowledge, but what 1 have heard were only matters of

•opinion expressed, such as we see in the newspapers.

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1835 and ’36.

Ans. I was, sir, and also since.

Q Did you vote for a re-charter of the Bank of the United States?

Ans. I did vote for it.

Q. Did you ever receive any consideration, directly or indirectly,

for that vole.

Ans. [ did not, sir, nor had any offer been made, nor did I see any
officer or agent for the Bank with whom 1 conversed previous to the

passage of the Bill.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means having been used by the

United States Bank, or any other Banks, for the purpose of procuring

the passage of any Bill for their benefit?

Ans. I do not, sir.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any corrupt

means having been employed during the session 1835 and ’36.

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1836 and ’37 ?

Ans. No, sir; but I was at Harrisburg whilst that investigating

Committee of ’36 and ’7 were in session—I believe I expressed a wish

to be examined, but I was not called.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you, that he knew
that corrupt means had been employed at that time by the United

States Bank, or any other Banks?

Ans. 1 do not know myself, and I do not remember hearing any
person say that he knew.

Q. Do you know of yourself, or did any person ever tell you that

he knew that corrupt means had been employed at any time by anyj

of the Banks?

Ans. I do not know, sir.

Q. Did you see any Bank officers or agents at Harrisburg during

the session of 1840?

Ans. I did not, that I recollect.

On motion.

Resolved
, That Mr. Cox be discharged. Agreed to.

j

J. F. COX.
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Q. Do you recollect any particular job of printing done at that

office, during that session, 1'or Bank borers'?

Ans. I do not ; what was done was generally laid on the desks of

the members.

Q. Are you able to say, sir, from memory, what amount of money
was received at that office for printing done lor Bank borers?

Ans. No, sir.

J. J. C. CANTINE.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Cantine be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.

Supreme Court Room, >

February 19th, 1842, ^

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry and Penniman.

Mr. Barrett, called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Where do you reside?

Ans. Near Harrisburg, in sight of the borough?

Q. Were you in Harrisburg during the session of 1840?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you employed at Harrisburg, during the session of 1840,

by any of the Banks, or their agents, lor the purpose of procuring

the passage of any laws for their benefit ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of the expenditure of any monies during that

session by any of the Banks, or their agents, for the passage of the

resumption Bill ?

Ans. No; neither prior nor subsequent to the passage of the Bill?

Q. Do you know of any present of money, or any valuable thing,

having been made to any member of the Legislature, or any officer

in any department of the government, during that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any gentlemen whom you knew to be directors,

officers or agents for any of tlie Banks, at Harrisburg, during that

session ?

Ans. I do not recollect seeing any at that particular time. I have
seen Mr. Handy here, but not at that particular time that 1 can re-

member.

Had you any conversation with Mr. Handy, at that session, on
vet of the Banks ?

Reso9t that l recollect. I do not remember seeing him at that
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Q. Did you see Samuel R. Wood here at that time?

A us. I can't say 1 saw him at that particular time— I have seen

him though almost every winter fur a number of years.

Q. Did you ever understand from Mr. Wood that he was here em-
ployed by any of the Banks at that time?

A ns. 1 did not, sir—but 1 saw him here last winter, very anxious

about the passage of the relief Bill.

Q. Did you see Mr. Win. J. Leiper in the session of 1840?
Ans. 1 think I can answer positively as to having seen him at that

time— tie is here every winter.

Q. Do you know whether he was a Director of a Bank then or

not?

Ans. I cannot say—the records will show.

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Leiper in regard

to the action of the Legislature on the subject of Batiks?

Ans. Yes sir, frequently—he has always spoken in favor of liberal

legislation, and representing himself as a man of business, and inter-

ested in having the times good.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Leiper ever made any present of

money, or valuable tiling, to any member of the Legislature, or any
officer in any department of the Government?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. George Read, of Philadelphia county?

Ans. I do.

Q. Did you see him here during the session of 1840?
Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. Do you knowq sir, whether any person did employ or offer to

employ any money to procure legislation for the benefit of any ol the

Banks

?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that money had been

expended in Harrisburg for that purpose?

Ans. No, sir. I have heard vague rumors.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or any officer

ef any department of Government, during that session, having receiv-

ed any money or present of any valuable thing, not knowing the

source from which it came, or the object for which it was given?

Aus. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or any officer

in any department of the Government, having but owed money nun
any of these gentlemen named, or any other person connected with

the Banks?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or any officer

of any department of the Government, having made a contract lor

the purchase or sale of any thing with either of these gentlemen ?

Ans. No, sir.

I
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Q. Did y ou, yourself, receive any money during that session fromany ot these gentlemen named, or any Bank aunts '

°m
Ans. No, sir.

°

Q. VV hat was your business at that time? «
’

*

Ans. Conducting the Keystone newspaper.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1S36 and ’37?
X 0S) sir.

Q. Were you here at or about the time or session of the Bank in-ves tgafing Committee, to investigate the manner in which the UnitedStates Bank had received its charter?
united

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know of any money having been expended at that time
of procurins iaforai>ie •**

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear any person say that they knew ?

Ans. No, sir; I heard nothing but the vague rumors at that time.

ndlL wasT
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Q. Do you know of any means having been employed during the

sessions of 1835, ’6 and '7, and 1840, for t ho purpose of procuring

legislation which you considered as corrupt and improper?

Ans. No, sir.

O. BARRETT.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Barrett be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Wm. Colt, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature during the session of

1840?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q, What county did you represent?

Ans. Columbia.

Q. Were you in the House at the time of the passage of there"

sumption resolutions of 1840?
Ans. Yes, sir, and voted in favor of them.

[Mr. Colt being requested to examine the Journals of the House of
Representatives, alterwards said— 1 was not here at that time; I re-

collect now, having been at home, in Columbia county.]

Q. Did you leave your seat at that time purposely to avoid voting

on that question; or did your business at home call you there previ-

ously?

Ana. It was my business required my presence at home.

Q. Did you receive at that time, before, or subsequently, any pe-

cuniary benefit, or offer of any pecuniary benefit, for any legislative

vote or act ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any person, at that time, at Harrisburg, whom you
knew to be officers or Directors, or as agents for any of the Banks?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any means having been employed during

that session for procuring favorable legislation for the Banks, which
you considered corrupt and improper?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did any person ever tel! )
rou that he knew?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know any of the gentlemen that were named in the
jj

course of Mr. Barrett’s examination ?

Ans. I know Mr. Leiper and Mr. Wood, and was acquainted with

Mr. Handy some years ago.

Q. Did you see any of those gentlemen here, during that session

Ans. I think I saw Mr. Leiper and Mr. Wood.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Leiper, or Mr. Wood, at

that time, on the subject of Banks?
Ans. No, sir.
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D° yOU know of ;iny of ‘hose gentlemen bavin* made nnvnresem of money, or any valuable thing, to any membe °of the Lepla-

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you yourself, or do you know ofanv other member of th*
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Wh ‘Ch * Ca"‘e
’ °r ,he

?

tbit t an v amZ
°C

r°
y C

°.nfn,ct for thp or purchase of any

member of the Leois lat°ure
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'with Tf^""
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nt
?
f the Government, or any

Ans. No, sir.

° 'Vltl1 ,hose gentlemen you have named ?

Ans^No°sir.
n°W ""y mat"r °r fuCt ma,'irial >° inqu.Vy 7

named, „ havbg'emp^ed an^ooirapf means?
!
‘ersm

ads. i\o, sir.

WILLIAM COLT.

Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Colt be discharged.

On motion,

Ofd “Smlm
1 ,h“ Comm,,,ee «&*"•. >» «« ng«in nt >I,e eall

Adjourned.

Supreme Cottrt Room, j

February 24/4 , 1842 . $
Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

resent Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, lowing, Pe„„imn„, and Deford.
Abm. S. Wilson sworn, testifies as follows:

Ans. I was.
U a mCml>er 0l lhe House of Representatives in 1840?

Q. What county did you represent?
Ans. I was elected from the district comnoqed of Mtm- r

•

and D,„on counties. J reside in Mifflin county
’

in ravororthe r^nnrp.ion resolutions in 1.340?

•Ceouilt of that vote

^

r

/
eceive pecuniary benefit from any body on

Ans. I never did.

ary Ixmefit for ioting ,n fevof'oVtl^olmiolT'
1 "6 ^ i,eCUni '

Ans. I\o, sir.
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Q. Did you see any persons at Harrisburg during that session,

whom you knew to be officers or agents for any of the Banks?

Aus. I do not recollect. I knew there were some persons who
were taking an interest in the subject of the Banks. I do not

know u bother they were officers or agents.

Q. Who were those persons ?

Aus. Dr. Sutherland was one, who appeared to take an interest in

the Bill before the House—and also, Thomas Chambers. 1 do not

recollect any others I can name.

Q. Do you recollect seeing Mr. Handy, Lawrence Lewis, or Ri-

chard Price.

Aus. I do not know either of those persons.

Q. Do you remember seeing Daniel M. Brodhead or Joseph Solms
here.

A ns. I recollect that Daniel M. Brodhead was here. I do not

know Joseph Solms.

Q. Do you remember to have seen Samuel R. Wood here?

Ans. Yes sir.

Q. Do you remember seeing William D. Lewis here?

Ans. I think I did not, sir, in 1841); but he was here in the session

of ’37 and ’8.

Q. Had you any conversation with Daniel M. Brodhead in regard

to this question in the session of 1840?
Aus. 1 do not recollect of having any conversation with him on

that subject, during that session.

Q. Had you with Mr. Samuel R. Wood?
Ans. Not that I recollect of.

Q. Did you ever receive any present of money, or any valuable

thing, from either of these gentlemen named, either directly or indi-

rectly ?

Ans. Never, sir, any thing of the kind.

Q. Did you contract with any of them for the purchase or sale of

any thing ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you receive, during that session, any present of money, or

any valuable thing, either by finding, or where you were ignorant of

the source from whence it came, or the object lor which it was given?

An-;. No, sir.

Q. Do you know, sir, any means employed by any persons to pro-

cure favorable legislation for the Banks, which you considered corrupt

or improper ?

Ans. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew corrupt means had

been employed ?

Ans. No person ever told me so.

Q. Did you see Geo. Read of Philadelphia county here, during that

session ?
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Axis. I do recollect to have seen; but do not recollect having any
onversation with him on the subject.

Q. Do you remember to have seen Wm. J. Leiper here"?

Ans. Yes, sir. I remember having seen him here once or twice.

Q. Had you ever any communication with him on the subject?

Ans. I may have talked with Mr. Leiper on the subject of the

Janks; but 1 do not recollect any particular conversation. The same
nswer I mean to apply to Mr. Wood also.

Q. Do you remember any conversation with either of these gentle-

nen wherein the subject of coi’ruption was directly, or indirectly

roached?
Ans. Not any, sir.

Q. Do you remember being told by any person, during the pen-
lency of those l'esolutions, that there was money about ?

Ans. No, sir, I do not. I never heard any intimation of that kind
rom any one.

Q. Had you at that time, or since 1840, heard any one named as
knowing whether corrupt means had been used?

Ans. No, sir. Nothing more than the mere rumors, and what I

aw in the papers.

Q. Do you recollect having seen General Simon Cameron here at

hat time?

:

Ans. Yes, sir; but I do not recollect any particular conversation

;

•ut had frequent conversations with him on the subject of the Banks
vith respect to what effect the different propositions before the Legis-
aturo would have on the community and the Banks.

Q. Did any person ever intimate to you, during that session, that

noney could be obtained from the Banks for the purpose of effecting

heir object, either directly or indirectly?

Ans. No person ever did.

A. S. WILSON.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Wilson be discharged. Agreed to.o o

On motion by Mr. Lowry,

j

Resolved
, That in making investigation into the matters embraced

;>y the resolution under which this Committee acts, it is expedient to

xtend the inquiry to the manner by which the charter of the Bank
>f the United States of Pennsylvania was originally obtained, because
t is believed the alleged corrupt and dishonest pi’actices, since attri-

buted to that institution, has grown out, and forms a part of the system
then adopted, and that no investigation can be thorough and satisfac-

tory which does not fully and completely exhibit a history of all its

frauds, briberies and corruptions; therefore,

Reso'ved, That the Committee will forthwith direct subpasnaes to

ssik‘, :or wi u sscs whom we believe to be acquainted with the most
•xtraordinary means employed by the Bank of the United States, and
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its agents to purchase or procure its charter, as it is alleged, from th<
i

then Governor of' Pennsylvania, and some of the members of tht

Senate and House of Representatives, in 1836.
Laid on the table.

On motion,

Resolved
, That this Committee adjourn, to meet again at the cal

of the Chairman. Agreed to.

Supreme Court Room, >

February 25, 1842. $

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Penniman and Lowrv.

Mr. Richard Price, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows:

Q. Where do you reside?

Ans. In Philadelphia.

Q. Have you ever been a Director of the Bank of the United

States ?

Ans. I have.

Q. When were you elected ?

Ans. In March, 1836 and 1837, and January, 1839 and 1840 ; I

was also elected in 1841, tho’ I did not take my seat in the Board, but

was constantly at the Bank assisting for about two months.

Q. Do you remember being at a meeting of the Board held at the

Bank of the United States, in March, 1840?
Ans. Yes.

Q. Was the subject of legislation in regard to the Banks, a matter

of discussion at that time before the Board?

Ans. Not a matter of discussion; but I offered a resolution that a

commitiee be appointed to proceed to Harrisburg, or take such mea-
sures as they may deem necessary for the interests of the Bank, or

something to that effect.

Q. Was that resolution adopted?

Ans. Yes, that resolution was adopted.

Q. Do you remember who the committee were?
Ans. The committee were myself, George Handy and Lawrence

Lewis.

Q. Did the committee, or any portion of them, proceed to Harris-

burg ?

Ans. Not that I know of; tho committee never had a meeting on

their course of action, and I ivas not consulted in relation to that

matter.

Q. Did that committee, to your knowledge, draw any funds from

the Bank for the purpose of defraying their expenses?
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Ans. About three weeks afterwards 1 was asked to sign a voucher
for fiuc. •!) thousand seven hundred dollars; and about a month after
that the: acting Cashier asked me to sign two vouchers,.which had
pren xisly been signed by my colleagues for about eighty-two thou-
sand dollars; there were two orders signed for about fifteen hundred
dollars, when or at what time I don’t recollect—they were all signed
by me, and the other two of the committee.

Q. What do you mean by a voucher?
Ans. I understood at the time that they were vouchers in order

ihat the money might be charged to the proper accounts; two of
:hem I have since seen as receipts to the Cashier as so much money
it various times. 3

Q. Did any portion of the monies for which you signed those
vouchers pass through your hands?

°

Ans. No.

Q. Were you consulted at any time in regard to the propriety of
irawmg this money ?

r r 3

Ans. 1 was not; but the acting Cashier had, during the period,
nlormed me on one occasion that some money was being drawn.
Q. At the time that money was drawn, were you informed of the

ior which that money was to be appropriated ?

Ans. I was not.

Q. Do you know, sir, of your own knowledge, the manner in which
his money was appropriated?
Ans. No.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew how it was appro-
bated ?

1 r

Ans. No.

• P'
you knowr °r the committee having sent any agents to Har-

•isburg? °

Ans. No.

Q. Did either of your colleagues on that committee
hey had been to Harrisburg?
Ans. No.

Q. Did the vouchers which you signed express upon
ibject for which the money was appropriated ?

ever tell you

their face the

Ans. No, with the exception of one order for a thousand dollars,
ind one lor five hundred, which was drawn in favor of some other
persons.

Q. To what accounts in the Bank were these items charged?
Ans. To permanent expenses.

Q. Do you know any prominent (act as having a bearing to this
inquiry as to whether the Bank of the United States, or any otherank had ever employed any means to procure legislation which you
considered to be corrupt or improper 1

J

Ans. No.
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Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, not that I recollect.

Q. At the time that this committee was appointed, was there am
authority given by the Bank to draw money

?

Ans. There was never any special authority given by the Bank

but it was usual for the officers and committees to exercise tha

power.

Q. At the time that the committee was appointed, was there am
conversation among the Directors as to the propriety of using an]]

funds of the Bank in order to procure any legislation?

Ans. No.

Q. Who was it that presented to you those vouchers which yoi

signed ?

Ans. The first voucher of fifteen thousand seven hundred dollars

was signed in the presence of President Dunlap, Cashier Lardner am
the committee ; the other two vouchers were handed by the actinj

Cashier, being about eighty-two thousand dollars, and had been previ

ously signed by my colleagues.

Q. At the time of signing any one of these vouchers, was then

any conversation had as to the application of the money ?

Ans. None that 1 recollect.

Q. Do you know to whom the money was paid by the Bank, fo:

which you receipted?

Ans. I have no personal knowledge.

Q. Did any of the officers of the Bank, or any of the directors, tel

you to whom that money was paid?

Ans. The acting Cashier told me to whom the money was paid.
]

Q. How did it happen, Mr. Price, as you were the Chairman of tha

Committee, that you declined acting on that resolution you yoursel

offered ?

Ans. 1 did not decline acting—I did not know that any thing wa
^ping, being so much engaged in other services for the Bank.

WiiSt was. -yot;robjectfm offering that resolution?

Ans. The Bank was in a very distressed situation at the time

owing to so many of its notes being marked ; I think near three mil

lions being marked at the time, for which she was paying 10 percent

for specie, and 3 per cent, penalty. The resolution was suggested tl

me by the President, to whom I stated 1 could not go to Harrisburj

nor take an active part, on account of my other duties in the Bank.

Q. Did you make or receive any communication from Harrisburg

relating to any action upon the subject of Banks by the Legislature?

Ans. I was in correspondence with one member of the Legislatufl!

but nothing to do in relation to this Committee; it was a private col

respondence of my own.

Q. Was thei’e any intimation given you by any person at Harris
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burg, or any person in Philadelphia, that money would be of use in
effecting any legislation ?

Ans. Not that I recollect of.

Q. Do you know Daniel M. Brodhead ?

Ans. I have seen him at the Bank, hut never had any conv nation
with him about this Committee, or any other business, excepi ms own
private account with the Bank ?

Q. What service was rendered the Bank for which that money was
paid that was charged to the permanent expenses ?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Is it usual to sign receipts without knowing what service was
rendered, or how the money was applied ?

Ans. There was a mutual good faith and confidence anon- the
officers and directors ol the Bank, in signing reports and vouch rs.

Q. Did you ever sign vouchers for so large an amount, without
knowing where the money was going, or how applied ?

Ans. I have signed reports for larger amounts, but not von hers:
the business of the Bank was so enormous, it was impossible tor each
Director to know all the business.

1

Q. Did you ever sign any vouchers before these, that you did notknow for what purpose the money was applied ?

Ans I do not remember to have been on a Committee previously
where I was asked to sign vouchers.

J ’

~ RICH’D. PRICE.Un motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Price be discharged for the present. Agreed
to. °

Mr. Handy being called :

[Before being sworn, Mr. Handy stated that—I am desirous to re-mark to this Committee, that my situation is a peculiar one; camiarl
pioteedings having been instituted against me, a civil suit expected, Imost lespectfully intended to say to the Committee, that I intended to
decline answering any question in regard to this matter. 1 throw my-
self on the lenity of the Committee, and the House to whom they
report; having entire confidence in the Committee, I would say, there
are many questions I might answer, that could not be construed a S in
prejudice to me, and others I might decline answering. I will ask forthe postponement of my examination for the present.]

On motion,

the^jrresenf'
^ exam ‘natlon °f Mr. Handy be postponed for

Mr. Lowry called for the yeas and nays.

\ eas Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, and Ewinw.
Nay—Mr. Lowry. °

So it was determined in the affirmative.
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On motion,

R-e.sn
!va!, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chairman.
Agreed to.

Supreme Court Room, )

February 26, 1842. \

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, Ewing, and Deford.

Mr. Lawrence Lewis, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. W here do you reside ?

Ans. In Philadelphia.

Q. Have you ever been a director of the Bank of the United States,

and if so, during what periods?

Ans. I have;—I think I was elected in January, 1822, and went
out in January, ’26—went into the Bank in March, ’26, and remained

until January, ’29—also a director from January, ’40, to January, ’42,

when I ceased to be a director.

Q. Did you visit Harrisburg during the session of the Legislature

in 1840?

[Mr. Lewis here remarked, that for the purpose of refreshing his

memory, he had made a written statement, which he desired to read.]

On motion, agreed to
;
and Mr. Lewis read his statement.

Ordered to be filed.

Q. Do you remember, Mr. Lewis, the date of your visit to Harris-

burg?

Ans. I do > -jf'came here to HarrLburg in the latter part of January,

with aj-nority from the Bank of the United States to negotiate a loan

with ttae Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with a committee, Mr. Neff

and Mr. Handy, and returned about the 29th or 3Uth of January,

without succeeding in the negotiation of a loan ;
came to Harrisburg

a second time, with the same committee, on the evening of the 3d of

February, 1840; negotiated the loan with the State on the 4th of

February, and returned to Philadelphia on the morning of the 5th

;

since when I have never been in Harrisburg.

Q. Had you any conversation, during your first visit to Harris-

burg, with any member of the Legislature, or officer ol the Govern-

ment, in regard to any legislation for the Banks, and legalizing the

suspension ?

Ans. Nothing more than a general conversation. I might men-

tion that the committee had some general conversation with the Com-

mittee of Ways and Means, in regard to the general state of money

matters in the Commonwealth.
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Q. Had you any such conversation during your second visit?
Ans. I have no recollection of any such conversation.

Q. During either of those visits, did any one intimate to you that

BankJ?
W°U d ^ USefUl ^ procuriflg favorable legislation for the

Ans. In no way, sir—directly or indirectly.

Q. Who was the Chairman of the Committee of March 3d, 1840
to which you referred in your statement?

Ans. I think Mr. Price was.

Q. Had that Committee any meeting or meetings?
Ans. Not that I know of.

Q. Were you ever consulted with regard to the appropriation or
disposition of any money, by any one of that Committee ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember what vouchers you signed as a member of
that Committee, and what their amounts were ?

Ans. I cannot recollect their dates or amounts.
Q. Do you remember in whose presence they were signed, or anv

of them ?
° J

Ans. I can recollect in the presence of the Cashier and Mr. Handy
1 can t recollect whether Mr. Price was present or not; mostly in the
presence of the Cashier, who brought them to me for signature.

Q. Do you remember any thing that occurred at the time of sign-mg those certificates, as to the manner in which the money was
applied or appropriated ?

J

Ans. I do not.

Q. Were you informed who drew the money from the Bank ?
Ans. I was not.

S'
Do y°u kD0W any facts tending to show that means had been

used for favorable legislation for the Banks, which you considered
corrupt ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any facts of that
kind ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. V\ as it not an unusual thing for you to sign vouchers for which
you did not know how the money had been applied?

Ans. It was not unusual where one of the Committee had confi.
dence in the other.

Q. Do you know of any funds having been brought to Harrisburg
at that time?

& 5

Ans. No.

Q. Do you not know either from the books of the Bank, or the
vouchers, the amount paid to this Committee?
Ans. 1 am told the amount was ninety-nine thousand dollars

; but
I have not examined them.

BK. IN. COM. 4



50

Q. Did you not know the amount of the vouchers at the time you
signed them ?

Ans. I did not
;
and I unfortunately kept no list of them. The

vouchers were all signed in the Bank, as far as I know.

Q. Was not the Bank desirous at that time to have the period of

resumption postponed ?

Ans. It was, sir, not only of importance to the Bank, but to the

whole Commonwealth.

Q. At the time you were negotiating for the loan, was there any
conversation with any member of the Legislature, or officer of the

Government, that if immediate resumption would take place, the Bank
would be unable to take the loan ?

Ans. No, sir; at that time the resumption resolutions were not

even thought of, as far as I know.

Q. Could ninety-nine thousand dollars have been drawn from tha*

Bank without the officers knowing for what purpose it was intended ?

Ans. I think not.

Q. Which of the officers of the Bank would then be most likely

to know the secret of the matter?
Ans. I cannot tell.

Q. If an amount of that magnitude had been drawn from the Bank
through fraud or mistake, who would have been answerable ?

Ans. The Cashier, I should suppose.

Q. Who communicated to you the feet that certain monies were
required ?

Ans. Generally, the Cashier.

Q. Was you informed by any member of the Committee, as to the

application of the money ?

Ans. No, sir.

LAWRENCE LEWIS.
On motion,

desolved, That Mr. Lewis be discharged for the present.

Agreed to.

Mr. Thomas Taylor, being called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Where do you reside ?

Ans. In Philadelphia.

Q. Are you an officer in the Bank of the United States ?

Ans. Yes, sir ; I am at present the Cashier of the Bank. .

Q. How long have you been an officer of the Bank of the United

States ?

Ans. In ’36, I think I was the first book-keeper—in ’37 & ’8 I was
general accountant—and in April 26th, 1841, I was appointed, tem-

porarily, cashier, in the room of Mr. Lardner, and was permanently
appointed cashier on the 1st of June, ’41.
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Q. Is there an account in the Bank of the United States called thepermanent expense account ?
a ed tae
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but tlie account 's not open now.
Q. What was the nature of that account'?
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f0“ f lhis v0"cher
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handier --d say in whose’

Ans. It is in my handwriting.

sigL m !
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Lawmne'e ’’“‘''"“"S “f GeOT80 Handy,
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Ans. In the handwriting of Mr. Lardner, all but the signatures
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a,UreS “ be in *he hand "' riti"S of Messrs? Handy,’

Q. Were you present when this voucher was drawn?Ans. I have no recollection of it.
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’ dated APriI »>th,

‘he body ofiS “ “rS
’ a°d say in whose handwriting

Ans. In Mr Lardner’s, all excepting the si<mc* .

ire in the handwriting of Messrs. Handy ~ lffe Bank at that time,

Q. Were you present when this vo
J *he charter?

Ans. No, sir.

,
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Q. Look at this voucher dated March 31st, 1840, for $ 500, and

say in whose handwriting the body of it is?

Ans. I do not know in whose handwriting the body of it is ; but the

words “ credit Thomas Chambers—charge Special Committee,” are

in Mr. Dunlap’s handwriting. The names of Lawrence Lewis,
George Handy, and Richard Price, are in their own handwriting.

Q. Look at this voucher dated April 28th, 1840, for $ 1,000, and
say in whose handwriting the body of it is?

Ans. It is in Mr. Lardner’s handwriting—the note prefixed and the

signature, is in the handwriting of George Handy.

Q. Have the goodness to look at this paper accompanying that

voucher, and say if you know the handwriting, and if so, what part ?
;

Ans. The lower portion of it is in the handwriting of Mr. Dunlap,

the note prefixed, signed George W. South, is in a handwriting of

which I am unacquainted. The memorandum in pencil, I should

suppose to be in Mr. Handy’s handwriting, though it is difficult to

tell handwritings in pencil.

Q. Have the goodness to look at the voucher and the memorandum
attached, dated December 7th, 1839, for seven thousand three hun-

dred dollars, and say in whose handwriting the body of it is ?

Ans. The handwriting is my own, except the signature.

Q. By whose order did you draw that voucher?

Ans. By order of the President, Mr. Dunlap.

Q. From what source did you make the memorandum attached

to it?

Ans. I don’t recollect the circumstances distinctly ; the two amounts
of twenty-five hundred dollars and two thousand dollars, are marked
D. M. B., and appear from this memorandum to have been credited to

bills receivable, and I think they were so credited. The sum of two

thousand three hundred dollars is marked ;
credit B. is also marked

D. M. B.

credit H.
the sum of five hundred dollars is marked Hayes,

Q. Did you make that memorandum from the books of the Bank,

from checks, from oral information, from any body, or from having

paid the amounts yourself?

Ans. I think I made it by the direction of the President ; he tolc

me to put down those amounts and dates—the whole that is on it

amounts, dates and initials ; and the information which enabled mt

to make that memorandum I derived from the President, Mr. Dunlap

[ don’t recollect distinctly, but I think I must have obtained from th(
*J‘- - r gank the two amounts of two thousand five hundred dol

Ans. In 06, i dollars,
general accountant—and <r. . ...

, r, M n
porarily, cashier, in the roon?

f those imtia,S ’ D ‘ M - B
* J

appointed cashier on the 1st 0 f J\'
are cred >ted were notes °f Daniel M



Q. Do you know that Mr. Brodhead received any part of thismoney T '

Ans. I do not.

Q. Were you present at any time when the monies on these vouch-
r»o i rl 7ers were paid?

Ans. I was not.

Q. Do you know to whom any of it was paid ?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Has any person ever told you to whom any of it was paid 1

Ans. No, sir.
r

Sank ?

HaVG y°U 6Ver Visited Harrisburg upon the business of the

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know that the Bank of the United States, or any other
Bank, has ever employed any means to procure any legislation which
you considered corrupt ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir.
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ommittee hav 'ng been appointed by theJank of the United States, during the session of 1835 and ’6 to at-

end at Harrisburg to procure a charter ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Have you seen any order or resolution on the books of theBank to that effect ?

Ans. I have not, sir.

iear ?

^^ ^ ^ b0°k Called °n which any resolution would ap.

Ans. The minutes of the Board of Directors.

! Q. Do you not know that officers or agents of that Bank attended
at Harrisburg during the session of 1835 and ’6 ?

Ans. I do not know of any to my own knowledge.

I

9' Have you heard from any officer of the Bank of any individual
having attended here for the Bank ?

Ans. I have not.

Q. Do you know the fact in any way, and if you do, how?
Ans. I do not know the facts, except by inference from the papers

before you. 1 1

Q. Do you know of any monies transferred on the books for the
purpose of procuring its charter?

Ans. No, sir, except by that paper.

y°U appeai bePore the investigating Committee of 183G

Ans. I did not.

Q. Had you heard from any officer of the Bank at that time, or
since, ol the manner of having obtained the charter?

Ans. No, sir.
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Q. Is there any other voucher in the Bank, or receipt of money for

the use of that committee, of March 3, 1840, other than those now
produced ?

Ans. There is one which I recollect having seen lately for about

twenty-eight thousand dollars; I think I recollect another about three

thousand dollars.

Q. Do you recollect of any other vouchers of 1835 and ’36, than
those we have here ?

Ans. No, Sir.

THO. S. TAYLOR.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Taylor be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved
,
That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the cal!

of the Chairman. Adjourned.

Supreme Court Room, >

February 28, 1842. $

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Ewing, Lowry and De-
ford.

Mr. Wm. D. Lewis, called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Are you an officer of any of the Banks in Philadelphia; and if

so, how long have you been such ?

Ans. I am Cashier of the Girard Bank, and have been ever since

it was established in 1832.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1835 and ’6
; and

if so, for what object ?

Ans. I was here in 1836, and for the purpose of obtaining an ex-

tension of the charter and an increase of capital for the Girard Bank.

Did you succeed in obtaining what you wished ?

Ans. It was obtained—both objects were obtained.

Q. For the purpose of procuring that extension, did you offer, or

through others give any money or any valuable thing to any member
of the Legislature, or any other officer in any department of the Gov-
ernment ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know of any other person having employed corrupt

means for effecting that object ?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the period the re-charter of the

United States Bank was pending?

Ans. I was—it was at the same time that the application was made
in behalf of the Girard Bank.
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Q. Were you employed by the Bank of the United States, or any
of its officers, at the same time, to promote its views?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means having been employed by
the Bank of the United States, or any of its officers, or any agents, for
the purpose of procuring their charter?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, who was at Harrisburg during that time on
behalf of the Bank of the United States, for the purpose of promoting
its views ? .

e

Ans. I know who were understood to have been here for that ob-
ject. Joseph Mdlvaine and John B. Wallace, were then said to be
the accredited agents of the Bank, so understood by me here.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that corrupt means
had been employed by the Bank of the United States, at that time?

Ans. Not to my recollection.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of ’36 and ’7.

Ans. I was not here.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of ’37 and ’8?
Ans. 1 was.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg at that time ?

Ans. That I cannot remember, unless, and perhaps, to give my
views in regard to the Bank Bill then pending.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any corrupt means having been employ-
ed by any person for the purpose of defeating that Bill ?

Ans. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg at any time during the session, erf ’38
and ’9?

Ans. I was.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg at that time?
Ans. It was to take the loan of the Commonwealth, of twelve

hundred and eighty thousand dollars. On reflection, I am not certain
that the Legislature had not adjourned at that time—if so, I was not
here during the session of ’38 and ’9,

Q. Did you take the loan,
Ans. I did, for the Girard Bank,

Q. Did you receive, about that period, March, ’39, the sum of seven
thousand five hundred dollars, from the Bank of the United States, or
any of its officers ?

Ans. I have no recollection of having received that money either
then, previously, or subsequently.

Q. Did you ever receive from the Bank of the United States, or
any ol its officers or agents, any money for being employed at Harris-
burg for their benefit?

Ans. Not a dollar.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 ?
Ans. I was not,
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Q. Had the Bank of which you were then Cashier, any officers or

agents here at that session, for the purpose of procuring any legisla-

tion?

Ans. I think not, sir. I do not know of their having had any one

here.

Q. Among the vouchers of the permanent expenses of the Bank of
the United States, there is one for seven thousand five hundred dol-

lars, and is a receipt of Mr. Biddle, with your name endorsed on the

back of it, in pencil—have you any knowledge of it?

Ans. I have no knowledge of it; and at the time this voucher was
published in the Philadelphia papers, I endeavored to ascertain from
my own cash book whether such a sum had been received by me

;
but

it did not appear to have been received.

Q. Did the Girard Bank, of which you are Cashier, contribute any
thing towards the passage of the resumption resolutions in 1840, in

the shape of money?
Ans. No, sir, it did not.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed, directly or

indirectly, by any of the Banks, at any time, for the purpose of pro-

curing any legislation for their benefit ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir—nobody.

Q. Was there any body here in ’35 and ’6 with you, as agent for

the Girard Bank ?

Ans. No, sir. There were two Directors of the Bank came up
about the close of the effort to obtain the bill, to aid me in promoting
its passage.

Q. What amount of money did you receive from the Bank for ex-

penses at that time?

Ans. About sixteen hundred dollars, to the best of my recollection.

Q. Will you please state in what manner this money was applied?

Ans. Principally in paying my bills at Mr. Wilson’s, and for sleigh

hire once, or oftener, to and from Philadelphia.— I was here for eight

or twelve weeks.

Q. Was there any understanding between you and any of the offi-

cers or agents of the United States Bank, at that time, to assist each
other in procuring the charter of both Banks ?

Ans. There was an agreement between us that we should use our

influence with both Houses in favor of each—I, with my friends, and
they with theirs. Some of my friends of the Senate interceded with

Governor Ritner, in favor of the Girard Bank Bill, and I think were
instrumental in the United States Bank Bill being delayed for a short

time in that body, until he promised to sign the Girard Bank Bill, as
I understood at the time, and believe.

Q. Did he sign it?

Ans. No ; he vetoed it.
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Q. How do you know Governor Ritner promised to sign that Bill ?

Ans. I do not say I know it; but understood so, and believe it.

Q. Has your Bank at any other time paid any officers or agents
for coming to Harrisburg, except the sixteen hundred dollars above
referred to ; and if so, who, and at what time?

Ans. I think there were two occasions on which members of the
Board came to Harrisburg on business for the Bank, and presume
their expenses were paid.

Q. While you were at Harrisburg had you any conversation with
Gov. Ritner about the passage of your Bill, or United States Bank
Bill?

Ans. I had—I urged upon him the signing of the Bill—stated its

amount of capital, &c., and was courteously received.

Q. Was there any understanding with him that you should go for
the U. S. Bank Bill if he would sign yours ?

Ans. There was not.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Mrilvaine and Wallace that they
were agents here for the U. S. Bank.

Ans. Not that I recollect—but I did understand from some one,
and generally understood that they were, though I do not know of
their specific appointment.

Q. Was it with them that you had the understanding that they
should go for your Bill, and you and your friends for theirs?

Ans. It is six years since these transactions
;
and I can’t refer to

any specific facts that I had an understanding particularly with them,
but there was an understanding, such as is referred to, between the
friends of the Bank United States and mine. Mr. Cowperth waite.
Cashier of the Bank, was also here for a very short time.

Q. Had you any conversation with those two gentlemen about the
Bank ?

Ans. I had a great deal of conversation with them, and passed
many hours with them at Mr. Wilson’s, where we all lodged.

Q. Was Mr. Biddle here in ’35 and ’6?

Ans. He was here about that time, but it was after the Bill was
signed. Mr. Edhu Chauncey was here with Mr. Cowperthwaite—they
came together, and whether employed by the Bank 1 do not know,
but appeared to be interested for the Bank.

Q. Do you know of any one being here who paid any money lor
that purpose ?

Ans. I have no knowledge of any member being paid money by
that Bank.

Q. Do you know, or did vou yourself pay any printers here for
printing for your Bank or the U. S. Bank ?

Ans. Not one cent.

Q. Who were the other two Directors who came here?
# Ans. Mr. Serrel and Mr. Cave.

Q. Was there a resolution of your Board by which you were ap-
pointed to come here ?
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Ans. There was a memorial for increase of capital, &c., and I

was instructed to come— I was the agent of the Bank fully author-

ized.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Handy about his being

here, in 18401

Ans. I had none at no time.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Price or Lewis about their

agency here?

Ans. No, sir, at no time.

Q,. Did you ever see that voucher with your name on the back of

it in pencil 1

Ans. No, sir, nor never heard of it until I saw it in the papers.

Q. Did you ever call on the officers of the Bank to examine about

it?

Ans. No, sir, not to examine the voucher, but to examine into the

fact of the charge.

Q. What explanation took place ?

Ans. It appeared that in the books of the Bank there was a credit

for that sum—I think it was in the month of March ;
and two smaller

credits subsequently, amounting to $201), and a debit of $7,700. I

think that on the same day that the eredit for $7,500 was placed

there.

Q,. Was you aware of that credit and debit before?

Ans. Not to my recollection—the publication of the voucher struck

rne so that I went to examine about it.

Q. Did you ask to see the voucher?
Ans. It was in the court at the time—I don’t know that I talked

about the voucher—I did not see it.

Q. Have you heard nothing more of it since ?

Ans. No, sir—there is no claim against me in the Bank, and a

balance has been struck.

Q. During the winter of ’36 you gave a ball and party here?

Ans. No, sir; but I contributed towards it.

Q. Were your expenses here all paid out of that $1,600 ?

Ans. Yes, sir; balls, dinners, and every thing else.

Q. Did you ever get at that time, or at any time, money from Mr.

George Handy, in connection with disbursements for the Bank of the

United States ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge of how the credit and debit of $7,500

on the books of the Bank of the United States occurred ?

Ans. I have no knowledge.

Q. W ere there any other credits or debits on the books of the Bank
then that you did not understand how they occurred?

Ans. No, sir.
' WM. D. LEWIS.

Feb. 28, 1842.

On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Lewis be discharged. Agreed to.
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Mr. Joseph Solms being called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Are you an officer of any of the Banks in the city or countv
of Philadelphia

; and if so, which?
Ans. 1 am the President of the Moyatnensing Bank.

Q. Did you visit Harrisburg in 1840
;
and if so, for what object ?

Ans. I did, and came for the object of getting a clause stricken out
of the Bill which compelled the Banks to pay their circulation, and
not their deposites, in specie.

Q. Do you remember about the date of your visit ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. At whose request did you come ?

Ans. At the request of the Directors of the Moyamensing Bank.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. George Hand}7 in regard
to your visit here?

Ans. Yes, sir ; he knew of my coming here.

Q. Was there any conversation with Mr. Handy about money being
of use here ?

Ans. I had no such conversation, but only of the Moyamensing
Bank.—My object was to protect her.

Q. Did Mr. Handy send any message by you to any one at Har-
risburg ?

Ans. I cannot say—I do not recollect that he did.

Q. Did he give you any letter or package to deliver at Harrisburg?
Ans. I do not recollect that he did.— I always have packages and

Tetters to deliver.

Q. Did you deliver any letter or package from Mr. Handy to Mr.
Daniel M. Brodhead?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you see Mr. Brodhead while you were at Harrisburg ?

Ans. I did, sir.

Q. Had you any conversation with him in regard to the means to
be employed for the purpose ot procuring favorable legislation for the
Banks?

Ans. I had not, sir.

Q. VV as there any other gentlemen came up with vou on the same
business—legislation for the Banks?

Ans. Indeed, I do not know.

Q. How long did you remain at Harrisburg ?

Ans. I remained in Harrisburg perhaps five or six weeks, having
gone home several times.

Q. On any of these visits during that session were you the bearer
of any letter or package from Mr. Handy either to Mr. Brodhead or
Gen. Cameron ?

Ans. I cannot recollect, but I believe not.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Brodhead that he was here for
the purpose of procuring favorable legislation for the Banks?
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Ans. I do not know, but it was a general rumor at the house I

stopped at.

Q. On your visits to Philadelphia during that session, did you speak
to Mr. Handy in regard to the affairs at Harrisburg?

Ans. I believe 1 did.

Q. Did he ever speak to you, or you to him, on the subject of em-
ploying money in regard to the benefit of the Banks?

Ans. Not to my recollection.

Q. Did you at any time during that session receive any money
from Mr. Handy ?

Ans. No other than his Bank transaction—receiving his deposites

—nothing as private individuals.

Q. Did you receive any money from any of the officers of the

Bank of the United States, for the purpose of bringing it to Harris-

burg ?

Ans. No, sir, I did not; nor for any other purpose.

Q. Did you give, or offer to give any money during that session to

any member or any officer in any department of the Government?

Ans. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Do you know of any other person having given, or offered to

give any?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, whether any corrupt means were used during

that session, for the purpose of procuring the passage of the resump-
tion resolutions?

Ans. I do not, sir; nothing but the rumors spread about, and what
I saw in the newspapers.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. I do not remember that any body ever told me so.

Q. Was you here in ’35 and ’6 ?

Ans. Yes, sir, after the Bank charter had been obtained.

Q. Had you any conversation with any of the agents for the U. S.

Bank at that time 1

Ans. No, sir; I did not know the gentlemen.

J. SOLMS.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Solms be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn, to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.
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Supreme Court Room, )

March 1st, 1842. $

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Ewing, Lowry and Deford.

Mr. Jonathan Patterson, being called and sworn, testifies as fol-

lows :

Q. Have you been, at any time, an officer of the Bank of the
United States; and if so, how long?

Ans. I commenced in 1816; was elected an officer then; and have
been in the institution until September last as first paying Teller.

Q. Do you know of in account in the Bank of the United States,
called the permanent expense account ?

Ans. Yes; I know there is such an account.

Q. Will you explain to the Committee the manner in which you
have been in the habit of paying vouchers to any of the officers of
the Bank?

Ans. It was the practice of paying all orders, checks or vouchers,
signed by the officers.

Q. Was it usual for the officers of the Bank to receive money from
the paying Teller, on leaving their receipt with him?

Ans. Frequently.

Q. When did that practice commence, and how Ions* did it con-
tinue?

Ans. I think it has been the practice, more or less, since the Bank
commenced

;
but more of late years. I have understood it has been

the practice of other Banks.

Q. What became of these vouchers or receipts?

Ans. If they were not charged to a particular account, they were
held on the cash account until such charges were made.

Q. Do you know how much of your cash account, in February
29th, 36, consisted of these vouchers?

Ans. I cannot say
; they were held as sundries.

Q. What was the amount of that line of sundries ?

Ans. I think it consisted of local paper, with the receipts and
vouchers, and amounted to perhaps about a million four hundred
thousand dollars, to the best of my recollection.

Q. Do you remember how that amount of sundries stood on the
following day ?

Ans. On the 1st of March it was reduced, I think, something like
four hundred thousand dollars.

Q, Will you have the goodness to explain to this Committee how
that took place ?

Ans. By a charge to parent Bank notes, and the withdrawal of the
vouchers and receipts from the line of sundries.
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Q. What became of the vouchers or receipts that were withdrawn
from that line of sundries?

Ans. I cannot recollect
; but think they were handed back to Mr.

Andrews, the First Assistant Cashier.

Q. Have the goodness to say how they were charged to parent

Bank notes ?

Ans. They were charged as debtor to circulation of so many
parent Bank notes destroyed.

Q. Were the parent Bank notes destroyed upon that day, or prior?

Ans. It was a report of the Committee that they were destroyed.

The Assistant Cashier brought to me post notes of the Bank to that

amount, and directed me to charge them, and handed them over to

the Committee.

Q. Were these post notes ever credited to the circulation of the

Bank ?

Ans. I have no knowledge of it.

Q. How long had it been that these four hundred thousand dollars

had been accumulating in that drawer ?

Ans. I think it was about three months, to the best of my recol-

lection.

Q. Whose vouchers or receipts were they ?

Ans. 1 believe they were Mr. Andrews’s.

Q. Had the money been paid by you to Mr. Andrews ?

Ans. I think it was ;—it is my impression that it was.

Q. The money paid by these vouchers, were they received by the

Cashiers themselves ?

Ans. They were received by the Cashiers, or their Clerks.

Q. Do you remember any vouchers or drafts of this kind paid by
you during the year 1840?

Ans. I do not remember. There were some paid ; but I have no
recollection, particularly.

Q. Do you recollect as to any of them ; to whom they were paid ?

Ans. They were generally paid to the Cashier, or the person sent

by him.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed by the

Bank of the United States, at any time, to procure legislation which
you considered corrupt ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever heard any person say that he knew?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever heard Mr. Andrews or Mr. Lardner say, what
he had done with the sums of money for those vouchers ?

Ans. I have heard Mr. Andrews say that he was going to hand it

over to Mr. Biddle.

Q. Did Mr. Biddle ever tell you what he had done with them?

Ans. No, sir
;
nor any of the other officers.
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Q. Did you ever pay the President without any order.

Ans. I can’t say, the Cashier generally got the money.

Q. Did you recollect paying at the counter ten thousand dollars at

that time to Mr. Wallace, for services'?

Ans. I have heard that such a sum had been paid, but I cannot
say whether paid at the counter or passed on to the credit of the

drawer.

Q. Did you ever hear what services Mr. Wallace performed?
Ans. 1 did not, but from rumour—I do not know.

Q. Do you recollect the agents appointed in 1840, to come to Har-
risburg ?

Ans. I only heard it rumored—I very seldom knew of the appoint-

ment of committees.

Q. Do you recollect of paying any sum in 1840 to Mr. Price?

Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. Do you recollect paying any to Mr. Lawrence Lewis?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Price, in regard

to their visit to Harrisburg?

Ans. I have heard Mr. Price say that he did not know how that

money was at that time expended.

JON’A. PATTERSON.

Mr. John K. Kane, city of Philadelphia, Attorney at Law, being

called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Are you a director of any of the Banks in Philadelphia
; and say

how long?

Ans. I am not; I was a Director from 1838 to 1840, (November
of each year,) of the Girard Bank.

Q. Did you visit Harrisburg during the session of 1840; and if

yea, with what object ?

Ans. In January of that year, a communication was received from

the Secretary of the Commonwealth by that Bank, inviting a loan to

the State. 1 was anxious that the loan should be taken by the Bank,

or a part of it ; and I was appointed by the Bank, with direction to

proceed to Harrisburg and to answer the Secretary’s letter in such

manner as I should think the circumstances might justify. At my
•instance, two other Directors were associated with me; it was for that

object I came.

Q. Do you remember at what period you made that visit?

Ans. At the close of January.

Q,. How long did you remain in Harrisburg?

Ans. Perhaps two days, and perhaps three ; I think not more.

Q. Do you know of any money having been expended at that pe-
,

riod by the Girard Bank, for the purpose of procuring favorable legis-

lation at Harrisburg ?
j

Ans. I do not.
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Q. Do you know that they had charge of money or means and
power to employ it to procure favorable legislation ?

Ans. I do not know any thing on the subject.

J. K. KANE.

Mr. Wm, J. Leiper, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a Director of any Bank in the city of Philadelphia,

during the year 1840?

Ans. Yes, sir; I was a Director of the Bank of Pennsylvania, on
the part of the State.

Q. Did you visit Harrisburg during the session of the Legislature

that year ?

Ans. I was here at the fourth of March convention ; I do not recol-

lect of being here but at that time.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg?

Ans. To attend the convention.

Q,. Were the resumption resolutions then pending in either House?
Ans. 1 believe not.

Q. Were you requested by the Bank of Pennsylvania, or any other

Bank, to attend to their interests while you were here ?

Ans. I was not.

Q. Do you know of any money having been employed by the

Bank of Pennsylvania, or any other Bank, during that session, for

the purpose of procuring favorable legislation ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you see any gentlemen here at that time whom you knew
to be Directors, officers or agents of any of the other Banks, attend-

ing here for the purpose of procuring favorable legislation?

Ans. I have stated before that I only recollect being at Harrisburg

about the fourth of March ; and I met too many of my political friends

to inquire into the business of others.

Q. I understand you to say that you did not see any persons at

Harrisburg whom you knew to be officers or agents for any of the

Banks at that time ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here?

Ans. I do not think I did.

Q. Did you see General Cameron, of the Middletown Bank, here at

that time?

Ans. Yes, I believe I did.

Q. Had you any communication with General Cameron on the

subject of the Banks?
Ans. No.

Q. Do you know of any gift or offer of money having been made
at any time at that session, or previous, to any member of the Legis-
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iature, or any officer in any department of the Government, for the
purpose of influencing their actions in regard to the Banks ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed by the
banks lor that purpose, which you considered corrupt?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew 1

Ans. No person told me.

Q. Do you know of Mr. Price, Mr. Handy and Lewis being here 7
Ans. 1 did not.

8

Ba^k ?

Did y°U 866 3ny agenfS her6in ’35 and ’

6 for the United States

Ans. I think I did
; I saw Mr. M‘IIvaine and Mr. Wallace in 1836.

ti- Did you ever hear them say at that time any thing in regard tome means they had employed to procure a charter ?

subject’

1 neV6r had any conversation with either of them upon the

Q. Do you know, from any person, that in ’35 and ’6 there were

Bank?
Pl0Per me!U1S USCd to Procure the charter of the United States

Ans. Nothing more than common report.

Q. lou say you have no knowledge whatever, in any way or byany means, that corrupt means had been used by the United StatesBank to procure its charter ?

Ans. I have not.

On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Leiper be discharged.

WM. J. LEIPER.

Agreed to.

Mr. Franklin Lee, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows:

Q. VVhere do you reside?

Ans. In the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia county.

^
Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840, representative

;rom the county of Philadelphia?

Ans. I was.

Q. Did you vote for the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. Yes, sir, I did ?

Did you receive any money, or any other valuable thing in con-
sideration for that vote?

Ans. I did not, sir
;

I should scorn to have been guilty of an act of
the kind.

Q. Was there any offer of money or any valuable thino- durincr
that session for your vote, or any intimation given of the kind ?

Ans. Nothing of the kind by any one.
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Q. Did you, at that session, or subsequently to that session, re-

ceive, by finding, or not knowing the source from which it came, any
money, or any valuable thing?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any person at or about the period of the passage

of the resumption resolutions, who were known to be officers or agents

for any of the Banks ?

Ans. I saw Mr. Solms, President of the Moyamensing Bank.

Q. Any other gentleman ?

Ans. Mr. John White. 1 am not sure whether he was an officer

in any Bank at that time or not.

Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you any communication with either of these gentlemen

named on the subject of the Banks?

Ans. Yes. I may have had general conversation wfith them ; but

nothing but might be consistent with propriety.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed at that ses-

sion, by any persons as agents for the Banks, which you considered

corrupt?

Ans. 1 know no attempt of such influence by any one.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you, during that session, receive any money from any per-

son whom you supposed as acting on behalf of any Bank?
Ans. I have not.

Q. Did you, during that session, make any contract for the pur-

chase or sale of any thing, with any person, whom at the time, you

supposed was acting on behalf of any of the Banks?

Ans. No.
FRANKLIN LEE.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Lee be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Francis Lyons, being called and sworn, testifies as follow's :

Q. Where do you reside ?

Ans. In the District of Moyamensing, in the county of Philadel-

phia.

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840; and what

county did you represent ?

Ans. I was
;
and represented the county of Philadelphia in part.

Q. Did you vote in favor of the resumption resolutions of 1840.

Ans. I did sir; all of them, I believe, from first to last.

Q. Did you receive any consideration for the vote you gave then,

from any person ?

Ans. I did not, sir.
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Q. Did you receive from any person, any offer, or any intimation

tiiaTbS??
perS°n ’ 0t an °ffer of any Pecuniary benefit for voting for

No sir, I did not.

Q. Did you, during that session, receive any money, at that time,or subsequently, from any person whom you supposed to be acting asan agent or officer for any Bank ?

°

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you make any contract for the purchase or sale of any
tiling, with any one, at that time, whom you supposed to be an officer
01 agent, acting for any of the Banks?

or anv offier n^
5 1 d

T

d
,

n0t ma
r
e any contracts at that time with them,or any other person I know of.

fbi^ f
ld

n
y
n
U become Possessed of money, or any other valuable

sn,w^
b
r

find‘^°r *“ any other way
’ that 3’0U did not know thesource from which it came, or the object for which it was given ?

Ans. No, sir; 1 did not at any time, either before or since.

J?’™ y°U see any P^rsons at Harrisburg, at that session, whom

Banks?
’ °f Underst00d to be officers or agents for any of the

Ans. I saw Mr. Solms here. I do not recollect of any others.

Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here?
Ans. No, sir; l am not acquainted with him.—I have heard himspoken of, but would not know him if I saw him.

Q. Did you see Gen. Cameron here at that time ?

Ans. I think I did. I think I have been introduced to him, buthave no acquaintance with him.
’

Q. Did you see Mr. Lloyd Wharton here then?
Ans. I did not. I do not know him.

or miv'offier^ff!
l° “7 gift

’ or offer of money, to any member,

session?
^ * °f a"y dePartment of the Government during that

Ans. No, sir.

hppn"
y°U ^7 °f any corruP t ’ or any improper means havingbeen made use of by any person, with any member of the Lemslature, or any officer ot any department of the Government ?

B

Ans. No, sir, I do not.

you ,hat he knew of such

Ans. No, sir.

^ FRANCIS LYONS.
Un motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Lyons be discharged. Agreed to.
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Mr. Wm. Field, being called and sworn, testifies as follows?

Q. Where do you reside ?

Ans. In the city of Philadelphia.

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840; and if so, what
county did you represent ?

Ans. I was; and represented Bucks county.

Q. Bid you vote in favor of the passage of the resumption resolu-

tions of 1840 ?

Ans. I did.

Q. Did you receive any consideration from any person for that

vote ?

Ans. I did not.

Q, Did you during that session, or subsequently, receive any money,,

or present of any valuable thing, from any person whom you suppo-
sed was an agent or acting in behalf of any Bank?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you make any contract for the sale or purchase of any thing

with any such person ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q.. Did you receive a loan of money from any such person?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you become possessed of money, or any valuable thing, by
finding, or in any way in which you were ignorant of the source from
which it came?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know George Handy, Richard Price,or Lawrence Lewis,,

or either of them ?

Ans. I think not; I might have seen them, but 1 do not know either

of them.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead during that session here Z

Ans. I think I did—I have seen him here frequently.

Q. Did you understand that Mr. Brodhead was here in behalf of
the Banks at that time ?

Ans. I do not recollect seeing him at that particular time.

Q. Had you any conversation with him. in regard to any legislation

for the Banks?
Ans. I might have had, but I do not recollect.

Q. Did you ever receive any money from Mm? at that time ?

Ans. No, nor any other time.

Q. Did you see Gen. Cameron here that session ?'

Ans. Yes, sir; I seen him frequently.

Q. Had you any conversation with Gen. Cameron at that time in

regard to any legislation for the Banks ?

Ans, 1 think it likely I had, but 1 cannot recollect particularly.
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^

Q. Did you receive any money, or any valuable thing, from Gen.
Cameron at that time for any thing ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Was Mr. Lewis S. Coryell here during that session?

Ans. Yes, I think he was, pretty much all winter.

Q. VVas Mr. Samuel D. Ingham here?

Ans. I think he was
;
yes, I know he was.

Q. Were those two gentlemen exerting themselves in favor of any
particular legislation for the Banks at that time?

Ans. les, I think they were in favor of putting off resumption for
a reasonable time.

Q. Did you receive any money from either of those gentlemen du-
ring that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Were you ever present at any conversation with either of these
gentlemen named, or any other person, iu which the necessity of
money would be the means of procuring favorable legislation for the
Banks was the subject of conversation ?

Ans. No, sir, I was not. I have though heard a good deal said about
it since.

Q. \\ ere you privy to any member of the Legislature, or any offi-
cei in any depaitment of the Government, having received any money
m regard to their action in behalf of the Banks?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any means having been employed by the
Banks, or their agents, at any time, that, in your opinion, was corrupt
and improper?

Ans. No, sir.

(I. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any such means
having been employed ?

Ans, No, sir.

Q. Did you own any Bank stock at that time ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you make any contracts for Bank stock at that time with
any such persons ?

Ans. No, sir
; nor since-

,, WM. FIELD.
On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Field be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn, to meet again at the call
oi the Chairman. Agreed to. Adjourned.
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Supreme Court Room, >

March 3cl, 1842, (

Committee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, Ewing and Penniman.

Mr. Thomas Dunlap, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Do you reside in the city of Philadelphia ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. You have been an officer in the Bank of the United States.

Will you please to state when you were first elected ?

Ans. I was elected Second Assistant Cashier at the close of Sep-

tember, 1837. I remained in that office until the close of the month
of March, ’39, when I was elected President of the Bank. I re-

mained in that office until my resignation, 1 think, in the beginning

of April, 1841.

Q. There have been sundry papers submitted to this Committee;
one parcel of receipts about the months of July, August and October,

1839, amounting to sixty-eight thousand dollars. Will you have the

goodness to explain them ?

Ans. I can state generally, as far as my knowledge goes, that they

were expended for the service of the Bank. In no instance was any
of that money paid into my hands, or paid by me to any body—not

one dollar of it. It was paid by the officers of the Bank : such as

the Cashier, Accountant General, I believe—mainly by the last men-
tioned officer. I believe whenever it was not paid directly to the

person who required it, it was passed to his credit on the books of
the Bank.

Q. Will you have the goodness to say what part of this sum you
know how it was expended—this sum of four thousand dollars?

Ans. I cannot state in regard to that particular item. The receipts

that were given by me for the permanent expense, in no one instance

was that paid into my hands. There was one sum of five hundred
dollars recalled to my recollection, was paid to Mr. Quimby, for his

services, remaining on a contract with him before I came into the

Bank. There was another sum of five hundred dollars that I think

was paid to Capt. Henry, as a compensation for his expenses travel-

ling to Washington in behalf of the Bank, to negotiate a settlement

with the Treasury Department of one, or part of the bonds given by
the Bank to the Government of the United States. The item of twelve

thousand dollars, I have no other recollection than what I heard from
the Accountant, that it was credited there. I think it was one of the

expenses made in the negotiation of loans with the Commonwealth.
Another of July ’39, of twelve thousand dollars and eighty cents, 1

have no recollection for any other purpose than I have stated. The
two vouchers for six, and the other for twenty-five thousand dollars

—

(the six thousand 1 have no recollection of)—the other I think was con-



nected with the taking of the loan of two million fifty-four thousand
dollars. It was important to the Bank, inasmuch as 'the stock mi^ht
e ransmitted to Europe to be converted into money, that it shouldhave the certificates of the whole amount, although it was payable m

instalments. This amount of twenty-five thousand dollars,'my im-
piession is, was paid to the Commissioner of Loans. There are
several of those receipts were paid by the Bank for services rendered

thTp
6 1,"’aVu

eCted °r had any knowledge of them, or authority in
lie Bank. There is an item of five thousand dollars, dated 23d July,

1 ha\e no knowledge or recollection of,- the books of the Bank mayshow some credit on them—I am not aware of it. The item of 30th
T i^ !

1® e, ?ht thousand dollarsi, I have no recollection of
; the

nr .if
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k
he vouchers of the amount of sixty-eight thousand dollars,

im;i i
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ri
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Were subjected to the examination of a special Com-

mittee of the Directors of the Bank, in November, 1839.

fnr^i,
Can y°U say

.

whether an.y portion of this money was employed
r the purpose of influencing any member of the Legislature, or any

oflicer in any Department of the Government ?

waf
nS> 1 °ann0t S3y—I haVe 00 knowledge > and no belief, that it

I tL There is a voucher signed by you, December 7th,
seven thousand three hundred dollars, to which there is
randum attached

; a copy of which is here handed to you.
5lve to this Committee any explanation of it ?

n
S

r I "2^j° fl
uest‘«n> that I recollect very well that this>um of five hundred dollars was paid to Capt. Thomas Hayes, at his

^equest in compensation for his services, at Harrisburg, for 'the Bank,
t or about the date of this. Capt. Hayes made several journeys tond from here at that time. The Bank was very much interested inibtaming the earliest intelligence, and obtaining the most favorable
eg,Hat,on it could, to protect itself from the penalties it was liable to

•jsidne nr' h

1' ”S SUSpension of specie payments. As to the

ote;^.nnV
h
-fnf,
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?
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’ U app?''S t0 have passed to ths payment of two
otes one 30th January 38, and 21st June, ’38, with the initials
' 1 d°n

.

1 thiak
J
ever saw those notes

j and as to the pay-
ent ol them, I have no knowledge but what I heard stated lately byhe Accountant General. J y

1839, for

a memo-
Can you

Q. Do you remember the particular objects for which these amounts
.eie credited, with those initials, D. M. B. ?

Ans. I do not know what they were given for.

Q. There is one item still remaining of $ 16,000, on which is en-
orsed, Commissioner of State loan

; can you give any explanation

Ans. I cannot state that it was appropriated to the Commissioner
1 State loan, except from the fact of its being so endorsed.

Q. M as the Commissioner of State loans employed by the Bank to
negotiate those loans with the Commonwealth ?

5
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Ans. 1 cannot state that they employed him, but that he offered

or made proposals on behalf of the State.

Q. As I understand you then, these sums were paid to the Com-
missioner of State loans for his services to the Bank ?

Ans. So far as I have ever known.

Q. Can you remember the terms at which the Bank took the loan

of the Commonwealth, for two millions fifty-four thousand dol-

lars ?

Ans. I think the agreement was reduced to writing, and can be

found in the Bank; it was taken at par; one other smaller loan was
taken at a nominal premium ; the instalments for the two millions and
fifty-four thousand dollars, were to be paid at various periods.

Q. Was the amount of these sums paid to the Commissioner of

loans, fixed by an agreement with the Bank ?

Ans. They were asked for by the person making the loan from the

officer of the Bank.

Q. In the course of any conversation you may have had with the

Commissioner of loans, has he ever stated the object for which this

money was to be applied ?

Ans. No, sir, never. I wish to state, that I don’t wish any answer
that I have already made, to be understood that all the sums inquired

of ine, were paid to the Commissioner of loans, as there are several

of them of which I have no recollection.

Q. Were you present at the meeting of a Board of Directors, in

March 3d, 1S40, when a Committee were appointed to go to liarris-

bu rg ?

Ans. I was present.

Q. Do you remember having suggested to Mr. Price the propriety

of offering that resolution?

Ans. I do not recollect having done so.

Q. Had you been applied to by any person before the resolution

was adopted, to become an agent lor the Bank, to go to Harrisburg?

Ans. No, sir, I do not recollect that I was applied to.

Q. Who were the agents for the Bank, employed to go to Harris-

burg ?

Ans. I do not know, sir, who the Committee employed. Captain

Hayes was here, and back frequently for the Bank.

Q. Was Mr. Dan’l. M. Brodhead one of the agents at Harrisburg,

for the Bank, at that time?

Ans. I do not know, sir, that he was.

Q. Was Mr. Chambers here?

Ans. I think he was employed as an agent.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Dan’l. M. Brodhead received any

compensation for his services at that time?

Ans. I do not know.
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Q. Had you any communication, oral or by letter, with Mr. Brod-
lead, during the session of 1840, in regard to any legislation for the
3ank ?

Ans. I do not recollect that I had any.

Q. Did any person during that session of 1840, intimate to you
hat money might be required at Harrisburg?
Ans. I have no recollection that there was. Wherever any such

ntimation was made to me, as far as my recollection goes, it was for
he purpose of defraying expenses of agents. I never had any inti-
nation that money was required for legislation.

Q. Are you aware of any money having been drawn from the
3ank by the Committee of 3d March, 1840?
Ans

;
Yes, sir; I have seen the receipts that were given by that

Committee to the Cashier of the Bank.

Q. Were you ever present when any of that money was paid by
he Cashier, or any other officer?

Ans. I do not recollect. I think I was not present.

Q. Were you present at any time when the vouchers were signed?
Ans. It is possible 1 may have been, but I do not recollect.

I
Q. Have you any knowledge, derived from any source, of the mail-

er in which that money was expended by that Committee?

i

Ans
;

1 have always understood that it was expended by one of that
Committee, without participation with his colleagues.

_

Q- Do you remember the sum of $ 1,000 paid to Mr. George W.
South, according to that voucher ?

Ans. My recollection of it is only derived from the voucher I saw^
vithin a few days; and what it was for, or how paid, I cannot say.

J
iave no doubt from the paper, that it was paid by the order of that

Committee.

Q. Have you any knowledge, derived from any source, of any mo-
ley haying been employed by the Bank or its agents, in influencing
he action of the Legislature, or any other department of the Gov-
irnment?

Ans. I have no such knowledge.O
Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had any such knowl-

edge ?

Ans. I have no recollection that any person did so.

Q. Were the operations of the Bank so mysterious, that large sums
if money could be paid out, and that the matter is now rendered alto-
lether inexplainable, provided it was paid for the honest and legitimate
uses of the institution ?

Ans. I can only answer by explaining the modes of payment. I
im not aware of any mystery in regard to any of those payments. I

iresume that all these payments were perfectly explicable at the time
hey were made. The payments that have been mentioned, as charg-
ed to permanent expenses on an account that was exhibited semi-weekfv
to the Board of Directors.
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Q. At whose direction were those $500 paid to Capt. Hayes?

Ans. It was not, perhaps, paid formally by the Board, but by soar

of the acting Committee.

Q. Who paid it ?

Ans. I presume the Accountant General or Cashier paid it—I dii

not.

Q. Where are the letters that were written by the agents of the

Bank from Harrisburg?

Ans. I cannot say—all letters official are on file in the Bank.

Q. How do you know the fact of the Commissioner of loans get-

ting that money?
Ans. By the amounts passed to the credit of his account on the

books of the Bank, and from the fact of his having asked for it.

Q. In these large amounts paid to Mr. Handy and that Committee,

were their claims before the Board ?

Ans. Not that I know of.

Q. You have no knowledge then how the money was paid?

A. No, sir.

Q. Who was the officer on the part of the Bank to negotiate the

loan of $2,054,000 with the Commissioner of loans?

Ans. Probably myself, and probably the Cashier; and it may have i

been negotiated with the concurrence of one or more of the Direc-

tors.

Q. What object was there in appropriating this $25,000 to an agent,

to negotiate that loan ?

Ans. I do not speak on this subject with entire certainty.—My im-

pression is, that the object was, that the Bank might obtain the certifi-

cates for the whole of the loan at once; it was very important then to

the interests of the Bank.

Q. At the time that you made this (negotiation, did you know that

Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead was an accredited agent of the State ?

Ans. In reply to the question, at that time, and previously to that

time, Mr. Brodhead had signed proposals as Commissioner of loans,

and communications to the different Banks of the city and county of

Philadelphia, with such signature.

Q. Whether at any time had you any conversation with any of

that Committee of March 3d, 1840, in regard to the payment of any
of that money?

Ans. I have had with Mr. Price aud Lewis, that they who have

stated that they had no knowledge of the particular mode of the ex-

penditure of the money. I have also heard from Mr. Handy, in con-

versation, that those gentlemen had no knowledge of the mode of ex-

penditure—and Mr. Handy has never communicated to me the mode
of expenditure.

Q. How did it happen, that in the expenditure of so large a sum of

money by the Committee referred to, no inquiry was made on your

part ,in regard to the application of it ?
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Ans. In the progress of the expenditure I knew not what extent itas to go to

; and further, I did not inquire into the proceedings of
r Committee appointed and clothed, as they supposed^hemselves to

?
c!othed

> Wlth full authority to act, by the Board.
nemselves to

Q. Was it usual for Committees appointed by the Board of jDirec-

cpensesT
aUth°nty t0 draw money for more than their ordinary

Ans As to special Committees I cannot recollect many; bull think

f?
h ' be®n generally governed by the tenor of the resolution,ider which they were appointed.

resolution,

n .
T: DUNLAP..

Un motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Dunlap be discharged. Agreed to..

On motion,

*eChairnS ny
hat C°mmittee ad

J0Urn meet again at the call of

Agreed to.-

Supreme Court Room, i

March 4, 1842.
$

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:
Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Lowry, and Penniman.

r

iowsT
XANDER LaRDNER> beinS calIed and s 'vorn, testifies as fol-
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Assistant Cashier about the 25th of April '39

Id entered upon the duties on the 1st of May following. I was elect’
! Cashier on the 1st of July, 1840 ; and m/resignaS svls senit
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i Bank for the purpose of paying their expenses ?
rvns. x GSj sir*
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the C0Pies of the vouchers with me. fThevre read by Mr. Lardner.) I paid on the 26th of March 1840
. . George Handy, one of the committee, the sum of fifteen thou-
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sand seven hundred dollars. I wish to state, that although the receip

is dated on that day for this amount, different sums were paid at vari

ous periods
;
and I think the same remark applies to all the othe.

vouchers, with perhaps one or two exceptions. On the 31st of March
one of five hundred dollars

;
on the 20th of April, fifty-nine thousam

three hundred dollars
; on the 23d of April, twenty-two thousant

seven hundred dollars; on the 23d of April, same date, one thousant

dollars; on the 16th of June, twenty-eight thousand eight hundrec

dollars. And I would here remark that this voucher for twenty-eigh'

thousand eight hundred dollars, was prepared for the signatures of tht

whole committee, but only received the signature of Mr. George Han
dy, of which I was not aware until I had left the Bank.

Q. Was all the money upon these vouchers paid by yourself tc

Mr. Handy ?

Ans. It was principally paid to Mr. Handy, with one ortwoexcep
lions of small amounts, which appear upon the face of the vouchers

There may have been some five or six hundred dollars, or perhaps

seven hundred, of the money paid to Mr. Handy, applied by me foi

the purposes of the Bank; but of this I can’t speak positively, the par

ticular object 1 cannot recollect
;

I think it was for sending an express 1

to New York, or messenger some other place, or some other object o

that kind.

Q. At the time you handed these monies to Mr. Handy, were am
other persons present ?

Ans. It is quite likely there may have been; I think Mr. Account

ant Taylor was present on one or two occasions.

Q. How was the money handed over; was it in notes of the Br.nlt

of the United States?

Ans. I think it was
;

I do not recollect now.

Q. I understood you to say that Mr. Handy had drawn this sumo I

money at various periods. Was it in large or small sums?

Ans. Yes, sir

;

they were all drawn at various periods
;
the pair-

ments were generally in large sums.

Q. Can you charge your memory with what denomination th<

notes were that you paid Mr. Handy ?

Ans. 1 have no recollection.

Q. Do you remember, sir, whether they were paid to him loosi y

or made up in packages?

Ans. Loosely, sir ; 1 do not think I ever handed him a package.

Q. At the time of handing any of these monies to Mr. Handy, did
j

you ever ask him to explain the manner in which it was his intentiotf

to apply it ?

Ans. I never did
;

I have no knowledge of their application, ex-

cepting where it appears on the face of the vouchers.

Q. Did Mr. Handy, or any other person, ever tell you the ohjeclj
0 ;

for which it had been applied ?

Ans. No, sir.
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Q. Do you know who were the agents employed by the Bank at
that session of the Legislature to attend to its interests at Harrisburg ?

Ans. I do not know, sir, that the Bank had any agent at Harris-
burg at that time; in explanation of that, I considered that this com-
mittee had the matter in charge, and I do not know of any particular
agent the Bank had; I knew that the President had many correspon-
dents here, but I cannot name them now.

1

Q. Do you know of any application having been made to the Bank
or to this committee, by any person, to become an agent or borer at
Harrisburg during that session ?

Ans. I do not; there may have been such applications, but I have
not the slightest recollection of them now.

Q. Did this committee ever render any account or produce anv
vouchers of its expenses?

Ans. Never to my knowledge, sir.

Q. Do you know of their accounts having been before anv other
committee of the Bank? y

Ans. I know that the vouchers were before a committee, and pass-
ed by them. The dividend committee, in their report of the 6th of
July, 1840, report the sum of two hundred and ninety-nine thousand
two hundred dollars in reduction of bonus and permanent expenses
It was well known to the committee that two hundred thousand of thissum was in reduction of bonus. This report was adopted by the
Board

; this item of ninety-nine thousand two hundred dollars does
not include the amount of twenty-eight thousand eight hundred do!-
lars paid on the 16th of June.

Q. Were you present when those vouchers were submitted to that
dividend committee?

Ans. I do not recollect, even if I had not been there
; they would havebeen produced upon the application of any member of that committee,

Q. Do you know who that Committee was composed of?
Ans. Mr. Emanuel Eyre was Chairman.—Who his colleagues

were I do not now recollect.
°

M
Q ‘

n
D° 7°" Penally of any mouey having been paid toMr. Hamel M. Brodhead, as Commissioner of Loans for the State ?

Ans. Personally, I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, of Mr. Brodhead having acted, or repre-
sented himself as acting as an agent for the State, or Commissioner of

, wr !° ro
mak 'ng ProPosals > °r negotiating in that character on be-

half of the State ?

Ans. I do not know it of my own knowledge.

D
Q

;

I
J°.

y<
2i

kn°w of any ,noney having been employed by th°

I

an
, °l

the Unlted States, for the purpose of influencing any member
ot the Legislature, or any officer of any Department of the Govern-
ment, directly or indirectly?

Ans, I do not.
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Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did Mr. Handy ever mention to you the names of any persons

acting as agents in behalf of the Bank of the United States during the

session of 1840?
Ans. If he ever did, I have no recollection of it now.

Q. Had you any communication, either oral, or by writing, with

Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead, or Gen. Simon Cameron, concerning the

action of the Legislature prior to, or during the session of 1840?

Ans. Not in writing with either ; but I may have had some con-

versation with Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead, it is quite possible. General

Cameron I am not even personally acquainted with—I do not know
him even by sight.

Q. In any conversation with Mr. Brodhead, or any other person,

was the necessity of employing money at Harrisburg for the benefit

of the Bank spoken of?

Ans. I have no recollection that there was.

Q. Was you yourself, or was Mr. Dunlap, or any other officer of

the Bank, at that session, at Harrisburg?

Ans. I was not myself, nor was I, during the whole term of my ser-

vice in the Bank at Harrisburg. I can’t say, sir, whether Mr. Dunlap,

or any of the other officers of the Bank were here daring that session.

I do not know whether they were here or not.

Q. Do you remember, or know of any voucher endorsed by Mr.
Wm. D. Lewis, for seven thousand three hundred dollars?

Ans. I do not. I know of the sum of three thousand some odd hun-

dred dollars passed to the credit, or paid on the check of Mr. Wm. D.

Lewis, by order of this special Committee of March 3d, 1840. I do

not know for what purpose.

Q. Do you know of any other sums paid to, or passed to the credit

of any other persons by order of this Committee?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know of the payment of $1,000 to Mr. Geo. W. South,

by this Committee?

Ans. I only know of it from the face of the voucher. That order

mav have been paid by me, but I have no recollection of it now, nor

do I know the object for which it was paid.

Q. Do you know any other fact which you deem material to this in-

quiry which you have not stated ?

Ans. I do not, sir.

A. LARDNER.
On motion,

Resolved,
That Mr. Lardner be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn, to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.



Supreme Court Room, i

March 5
, 1842 . I

Committee met pursuant to adjournment .

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, and Penniman.

Mr. Lloyd Wharton, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:
Q. Where do you reside now?
Ans. In Philadelphia county.

y°" be"’’ lhe last <* •"» years, an officer in

Ans. I have been the President of the Berks Countv R.nt csome years preceding January, l841
, whe„ , left ,|,e K.

Ans. Yesfs^r

* 16SitieUt ° f that ,nst*tution during the year 1840.

in ?
y°U Visk Harrisbur§ durinS the ses^on of the Legislature

Ans. I visited Harrisburg during that session.

.he„,ss:«r„
Urrr ber

,

WhMl,e''>»u were here “bout the time ofuie passage ol the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. I do not know whether or not t *
i r

that time Mr UM > u V ,

1 think I was not here at

duringThat sesion
5 b°° liS m«ht sh<™' 1 »aa '--very lii.Ie

ses^on^tHn!
6

-

0
^

601 ° f a" V Part''™Iar visit you made during that

Ans I rn ,

IS

|

bU
n respecting any legislation for the Banks

®

no specifiiyobject!^
,Me,'

eS,ed lhe '*»(!». but had

Q Did you visit Harrisburg at the request of any of the Banks ofthis Commonwealth, or of any Director or officer 7
7 * °f

Ans. 1 did not.

county

V
Ra ,

1

''

a nnTfr
y°“ r k"“",ledgo, employed by the Berks

acno/of ihe LegSure?
SeSS“H1

’ ‘he P“ rp0se °f “““''"S the

Ans. Not one dollar.

buSedTrom anyToiu'c^
3 °f y°“r V 'Slt °r V1S ‘tS to Harrisburg, reim-

Ans. They were not.

at Snrn'i
y°U
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any °f ‘hese visifs to Harrisburg, see any persons

behalf ofan'^f fficCLr"'
* *•“*- ««*>» « «
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Q. I desire to repeat to you that question : Did any gentleman tell

you that he was acting here in behalf of any Bank, whether as officer,

director or agent ?

Ans. I have no recollection whatever of anything of the kind.

Q. Did you at any time prior to, or during the session of 1840,

make any offer to any officer or director of the Bank of the United

States, to become an agent to attend to its interests at Harrisburg?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you offer, in any way, to act for the Bank of the United

States, to have the period of resumption postponed?

Ans. 1 know of no such offer.

Q. Had you any conversation with any officer or director of the

Bank of the United States, in which the necessity of money, for the

purpose of procuring favorable legislation for the Banks was spoken

of?

Ans. Never.

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. George Handy?

Ans. I am acquainted with him.

Q. Did you receive any money from Mr. George Handy during

the session of 1840 ?

Ans. Not a dollar. I, however, consider the question an illegal and
improper one.

Q. Were you ever present when Mr. Handy paid money to any
person ?

Ans. Never.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had received any money
from Mr. Handy during the session of 1840?

Ans. That would be hearsay evidence, and I decline answering the

question.

[The Chairman here asked the Committee whether he should repeat

the question, and the Committee decided that the question should be

repeated.]

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had received any money
from Mr. Handy during the session of 1840 ?

Ans. 1 decline answering.

Q. Did any member of the Legislature or any officer of the Gov'
ernment tell you, that Mr. Handy had paid him any money during
that session ?

Ans. Never.

Q. On what ground do you decline answering the question which
you have declined ?

Ans. Because I consider that such a question, tending to implicate

third persons, by hearsay testimony, would not be permitted in a court
of justice.

Q. W ere you ever the bearer of any message or package from Mr.
Handy, to Harrisburg ?
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«“****^riZS,^ V*« S'»^

Ate s”rs,ir
n

iyTh
e

j»Jrr*!^* a-?®"*
or indirectly, for the nurnnse of ; n ft J

3^ aiW Person > directly

member of the Lelfotm^ nf
influ«ncinS the P L>Wic action of any

Government >

§ ’ y °fficer in aiW Apartment of the

Ans. I do not, except from rumor and hearsay.

ngVZ soTn&TeS *“^ lhat he >™'v «f money ha,.

. and denied, but

session of lirLe^istaureT
Br0<,lread at Harrisburg during [hat

Ans. My impression is that I did

AaflffiJ?
^ Sim°“ Camero” •»» *>*>* that session ?

cou
Q
n.yT“

S GC"' CmKr°“ 01 ,hat « °«eer in any Bank in lhis

Ans. He was, sir, Cashier of the Middletown Bank.

Ans. 1 have no recollection of any specific conversation.

dis'ccmecW with';" ““art mlefe,7

common subject of conversation ?

y Harrisburg, a

Itny^own Vusiness.°'

' ,hm ‘‘ ' C“me herC and rc“'ai“<1 but » <hy on

Q. Did you see Mr. Joseph Solms here 7

Ans. I did.

Q. Was he an officer of any Bank of this Commonwealth 7

Ans. I beheve he was the President of the Moyamensing Bank

iJv.r f°
U any conversatioa with Mr. Solms, in which the sub

was spoken of?"”
*“ 1IlfluencinS the acti«« of the Legislature

Ans. I had not.



Q. Did you see Mr. Samuel R. Wood at Harrisburg during tha?

session ?

Ans. I did, sir.

Q, Had you any conversation with Mr. Wood, in which the sub-

ject of employing money in influencing the action of the Legislature

was spoken ol?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Was you at Harrisburg in 1835 and ’6, at the time the U. S.

Bank received its charter ?

Ans. I was.

Q. Did you see the President of the Bank, or any agents on be-

half of the Bank ?

Ans. It was almost my first visit to Harrisburg; and I knew of

nothing that was going on, except that the Bank had been chartered.

I think Mr. Biddle was pointed out to me. 1 certainly saw Mr. MT1-
vaine and Mr. Wallace.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. M‘Ilvaine or Mr.* Wallace
on the subject of the charter of the United States Bank ?

Ans. I never had any conversation of the kind with Mr. M‘Ilvaine

—I did not know Mr. Wallace.

Q. Did you know of any corrupt means having been used by any
of these gentlemen, or any body else, for the purpose of obtaining the

charter at that time?

Ans. I am perfectly ignorant of any thing of the kind, except from
rumor.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Thaddeus Stevens, at that

time, on this subject ?

Ans. 1 had not, nor at any other time.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor, or any other

officer of the Government, at that time?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Had you heard of any body else at that time having such con-
versation with either of those gentlemen, Mr. Biddle, Mr. M‘Ilvaine,

or Mr. Wallace ?

Ans. I had not.

LLOYD WHARTON.
On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Wharton be discharged. Objected to—and

discharged only for the present.

Mr. Ovid F. Johnson, being called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Where do you now reside?

Ans. In the city of Philadelphia.

Q. How long have you resided there, sir?

Ans. Since the month of September, 1840.
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Q. Where did you reside previous to that?

is*;:
19n3> to ",e mon,h of Sep -

of 1840?*
y°'‘ “ Harrisburs d“"“g ,he SKsion of lhe Legislature

Ans. I was, most of the time; perhaps nearly all the time.
Q. Did you see any officers or Directors of any of the Banks atHarrisburg, during that session of the Legislature?
Ans I cannot recollect distinctly, but mv impression is, that 1 saw

ierem Banks
PerS°nS Wh0™ 1 Were officers or directors of dif-

Q. Can you name any of them ?

Ans. I think I saw Mr. Solms here, who I understood was Cashier

thffikTff ru
M°ya™.ens,nS Bank, I do not know which I

of the LWa

St-S,
ene

M
“ m:in

*-

Wh° Was a Dircct°r of the Bank
T r “

.

tes
\ Mv impression is, that it was during that timeIsav him here— it might have been possibly before. I saw Mr Wharton here, who was President of the Berks county Bank. I saw GenCarnero,, hero repea,edly, Cashier of the Middletow,, Bank and IIhmk I saw a number ol officers and Directors of other Banks whosenames I do not now remember. ’

Q . Do you know of any money having been employed bv anvperson, during that session, for the purpose of influencing the action

of the Government ?

10 L*ulalure
' <>«<*' in any department

Ans 1 do not, so far as respects members of the Legislature 1certainly did repeatedly hear that money was so employed - but inrekuton to what particular members, or from whom I heard it’ exceptas a matter of general rumor, I do not remember. So far as respects° hoi departments of Government [ did no f -it that *
i

™or 01 the Commonwealth, who has been involved in theseimputartons, I do not know that one single word of them Ts t^ue

de ve lT
my ,n 'lmate k "0W,edSe of the character of the Govern^derived from my personal and political relations with him and fromconveisanons had wnh hun before the time referred to in’ the. ones

on e
dm,D° that ,lnie and since, I do not believe that airmanon eaith would dare to approach him with such an offer.

Y

Q. Did you yourself receive any money from any person with n

on', hat .smbjecC?
mS^ C°'ldUC!

’ 33 a C0l' nsellor ° r ‘he Executive,

Ans. I will answer that question with this preliminary qualificationprotestmg agamst the question as irrelevant,illegal anT improper fanswer distinctly and unequivocally No.
^

IIad
J
oa

?
n >' conversation with any officer or director of anvBank, in which the subject of employing money at that time, prior or



subsequently, for the purpose of influencing the action of the Legis-

lature was spoken of?

Ans. My recollection as to the events that transpired during that

period is not very distinct
;
and 1 do not remember ever having had

such conversation.

Q. Were you ever present at such conversation ?

Ans. I never was.

Q. Did you see Mr. George Handy here during that session ?

Ans. I cannot speak with certainty, but the inclination of my mind
is, that I did see him.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here?

Ans. I saw Daniel M. Brodhead on several occasions.

Q. Did you receive any money from Mr. Handy, Mr. Brodhead
or Gen. Cameron, for any object whatever during that session ?

[Mr. Deford and Mr. Lowry objected to the question being thus

asked. Mr. Sharswood, Penniman and Ewing, decided the question

as a proper one.]

Ans. Protesting against this question as irrelevant, illegal and im-

proper, 1 answer that 1 never received one cent from George Handy
or from Daniel M. Brodhead, nor from Gen. Cameron, unless pos-

sibly in the ordinary way of my business. 1 might have received it

from him acting in the temporary capacity of Cashier of the Bank of

Middletown, on which Bank 1 might have had from others checks, or

drawn checks mvself for small amounts. I believe I had, at that

time, a small business account with that Bank.

Q. Were you consulted or retained by the B ank of the United

States during that session?

Ans. I never was retained by that Bank for any purpose; nor was
I, that I recollect of, ever consulted by that Bank. My impression is,

that some person, or some officer of the Bank—i don’t know who— on

one occasion, asked my opinion of the construction of some law

passed in relation to its application to the Bank of the United States

;

but I do not think I gave any distinct opinion about it. 1 remember
thinking about the subject, and examining it, and perhaps forming an
opinion

;
but I have no distinct recollection as to whether that opinion

was communicated or not to the person who spoke to me on the sub-

ject.

Q. Did you receive any fee upon the occasion to which \ ou
allude ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you, during that session, become possessed of any money,
or any valuable thing, either by finding, or in any other way, in which
you were ignorant of the source from which it came, or the object

intended ?

Ans. I never did.
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Q. Do you know of any other person, member of the Legislature
or officer of any department of the Government, having become pos-
sessed of any money, or other valuable thing, in that way?

Ans. I do not.

a. Did any person ever tell you that he had ever received any
money from Mr. George Handy, for the purpose of influencing the
action of any member of the Legislature during that session, or forany other purpose?
Ans. I do not remember ever having been told so by any person.

Q. Do you know of any means having ever been employed at any
session since the session of ’35 & ’6, inclusive, by any person, in
regaid to influencing any action of the Legislature, which you deem
corrupt ?

J

It^
ns

*. I
T

d
j

not know of anY such means having been so employed;
although I do not remember a single session since the session of ’35
<» b, that such charges have not been made.

wQy,^
ere y°u the secretary of the investigating committee, of which

-Mr. Mill was chairman?
Ans. 1 was.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any money having been employed by anv
person to influence the proceeding of that committee in any way 1*

Ans. I do not know it.
J

Q. Did you understand from any person who was notan officer

oflhe BaVksT
011 ^ 184°’ ^^^ actinS in behalf of au >'

Ans. I saw, during that session, a great many persons here, and had
general conversations upon the broad subject of general resumption
with many persons; but I cannot recollect, with certainty, to have
heard from any of them that they were here as the special agents ofany of the Banks. I think 1 may say that I heard a number of per-sons who Who were not officers of Banks say, that they were anxious
to prevent the adoption of measures compelling the speedy resumption
on the pait of the Banks, but 1 cannot remember hearing any one say
nat they were acting as the special agents for any of the Banks, or
had any authority from them.

Q. Did you visit Philadelphia during that session ?

Ans. I think I was down there two or three times to superintend
the conducting of the prosecution as Attorney General.

Q. While in the city of Philadelphia, had you any conversation
with any officer of any of the Banks where the subject of employingmoney at Harrisburg was spoken of?

J s

Ans. I never had.

<3 . V>° ',°l
lecolle<

r
l peeing any officers or agents for the United

-mates Bank here at the time its charter was obtained ?

Ans. I think about that time I saw several persons here who were
understood lobe officers of that Bank; 1 have an indistinct recoltec-
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tion of seeing Mr. Biddle here at that session, or the following, [ ani

not certain which
; I recollect having seen Mr. Mdlvaine and John

B. Wallace repeatedly.

Q. Do you know from them, or any body eke, what their object

was here at that time ?

Ans. I do not know from either of tliem what their object was ; but

the common rumor was, that they were here to promote the interests

of the Bank.

Q. Had vou any conversation with any of tire officers in anv de-

partment of the Government at that time, in regard to that charter;

and if \ ea, who ?

Ans. 1 think I never had any conversation with any of them ; E

had with members of the Legislature.

Q. Have you ever heard anv one sav at that time or since, that

they knew that improper means had been used by Mr. Biddle, or any
body else, to obtain that charter ?

Ans. I do not think I ever heard any one say they knew that fact,,

but often heard it asserted.

Q. Do you know any thing material to this inquiry, as to any im-

proprietv having been used at that time for the purpose of obtaining

that charter ?

Ans. I do not know of any thing on this subject, except facts that

have been disclosed in the various legislative investigations had on the

subject; and in the judicial investigations that have recently taken

place against the late officers of that institution, these facts are already

before the public.

OVID F. JOHNSON.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Ovid F. Johnson be discharged. Agreed to-.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the cal!

of the Chairman.

March 10, 1842'.

Committee met :

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Lowry and Pcnniman.

Mr. Gaylord Church, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature- in 1840 ?

Ans. I was.

- . Ans.
mtende

Q. What county did you represent ?

Crawford.

. Did you vote for the resumption resolutions ?
Ans. 1 iit*

os*
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Q. Did you receive any consideration for that vote ?

Ans. No sir, I did not, directly or indirectly
; nor did I know untilong since that time, that there were any persons superintending the

passage of those resumption resolutions other than the members them-
selves. I was told by different individuals that were not members of
the Legislature, both citizens of Harrisburg and of Philadelphia, that
unless time for resumption was given, it would be out of the power of
the Commonwealth to obtain a loan for the purposes of the improve-
ments. *

benefit
^W °&r t0 y°U ’ &t any lime

»
of a pecuniary

Ans. Never: no person ever intimated to me any offer of the
Kmc!. J

Q. Did you see any persons at Harrisburg at that time whom vouknew or understood to be officers or agents lor any of the Banks ?

Ans. Yes, 1 did; I saw Mr. John White, who I understood was a
Diiector o! the Pennsylvania Bank, frequently

; and Mr. Joseph B.

r
,

"

T

hom 1 understood was an officer of the Mechanics’ Bank.
I recoUect I was introduced to Mr. Handy, but don’t know at whattime during the session. I think he was here more than once—I don’tremember of havin° aiW conversation with him more than a bare intro-duction—I don t think now that I knew then of what Bank he was acommittee or part of a committee.

th
Q-

?

Did you sec Daniel M. Broadhead or General Cameron here

Ans. Yes, I saw them both, and General Cameron frequently.

Q. Did you receive any gift or present from either of these rmntle-S-If3 ’ Wh°m y0U supp0sed wcre hcre ia behalf of any

Ans. I did not, from any one.

during
,

tha ‘ sessio
!

1
?

or subsequently, make any contracti n t
01' Sale °f any thinS 'Vith cither of these gentlemen,

ji any others, whom you supposed were here in behalf of the Banks?
Ans. No, I did not. I recollect having a conversation with Mrf/ameron, Mr. White, and I think also with Mr. Mitchell, that unlesshe improvement members of the House of which I was a member

ffere not willing to extend the time of resumption, it would be out of

„,.,
POWer

K
° 1 16 Ban ‘cs t0 loan any mo 'iey 'o the Commonwealth to

„
" ‘ V

,°
n her >mprovetnents. It was solely for the purpose of obtain-

“i
a
r
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Q. Do you know of any means having been employed bv any per-

sons during the pending of the resumption resolutions that you con-

sidered corrupt ?
w

Ans- I do not know of any other means than those I have just

stated.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that such means
had been employed ?

Ans. No; I never heard any person say that he knew. 1 might
say that I never heard that any money had been appropriated for that

purpose by any Bank, until early last summer, in May or June.

On motion,

GAYLORD CHURCH.

Resolved
, That Mr. Church be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved
,
That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call of

the Chairman.

Agreed to.

Supreme Court Room, )

Friday
,
March 11, 1842. \

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Penniman, and Lowry.

James M. Porter, Esq. being affirmed, testifies as follows :

Q. Where do you reside ?

Ans. In the borough of Easton, in the county of Northampton.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1 840.

Ans. I was in Harrisburg during the January Term, ’40, of the
j

Court of Common Pleas, &c. of Dauphin county, being at that time

President Judge of the Twelfth Judicial District of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.

Q. Were you here subsequently during the months of March and
4

April ?

Ans. 1 was necessarily here at the April Court
;
but whether I was*

here between the two Terms, at an adjourned Court, I do not know.

,

Q. Do you remember, during that session, of seeing any gentle-

men at Harrisburg whom you knew to be here as officers or agents

for any of the Banks ?

Ans. I have an impression I saw Mr. John R. Neff, Mr. Lawrence
Lewis, and I think Mr. Handy ;

at any rate, three gentlemen, who
understood to be a committee of the Board of Directors of the Bank
of the United States. I also saw here, Mr. John White, Mr. W m. J.

Leiper, who I understood were Directors of the Bank of Pennsylvania.

I think I also saw Mr. John Rice, who was Cashier of the Northamp-
ton Bank

; but at what particular time I saw those gentlemen here, I

am not able to say.
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Q. Did you understand from either of those genlemen, or any other
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my nomination was pending before the Senate; and I was as little out
as I could avoid, during that time;—and l am not aware of having
much conversation with members of either branch of the Legislature,
on the subject of resumption.

Q. Do you remember having been here during the period that the

resumption resolutions of April 3d, were pending ?

Ans. 1 passed through Harrisburg, on my way from the Schuyl-
kill to the Lebanon Court, about the last of March, or 1st of April,

1340.

Q. Did you, sir, at that period, or during the month of April, un-
derstand from any person, that money was, or had been employed by
any person, lor the purpose of procuring the passage of the resump-
tion resolutions ?

Ans. I have no knowledge of any such means being used ;
nor

have 1 any recollection of its being so stated as a rumor at that time.

I have since seen it asserted in the antimasonic papers.

Q. Have you any knowledge of a contract, for the purchase or
sale oi any thing, by any member of the Legislature, or officer, in

any department of the Government, will) any person whom you
knew to be here as agents for any of the Banks?

Ans. I have not.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any member of the Legislature, or

any officer of any department of the Government, having become
possessed oi' any money or valuable thing, by finding or in any way
that he was ignorant of the source from which it came, or the object

intended?

Ans. 1 have not.

Q. f o you know any fact, which you deem material to the inquiry

with which this Committee is charged?
Ans. I do not, that 1 am aware of ; and I would state, that since my

brother has been in the executive chair, I have carefully abstained

from interfering in legislative matters wherever I could avoid it.O O

Q. 1 lave you ever had ;inv conversation with Mr. Handy, Mr.
Brodhead, or Mr. Cameron, in reference to this examination ?

Ans. I have had no conversation with Mr. Handy upon the sub-

ject. General Cameron got into the cars to-day at Middletown, and
we had some joking conversation about my examination here, and
that was all the conversation I ever had with him upon the subject.

I have had no conversation with Mr. Brodhead upon the subject, ex-

cepting in professional confidence, in regard to the powers and autho-

rities of this Committee.

Q. ! hive you been retained as counsel for either of the other indi-

viduals ?

Ans. I have not.

Q. Have you had any communication in writing with Mr. George
Handy or General Cameron, in regard to the $ 99,000, as an expen-

diture by the Bank of the United States?

Ans. I have not.



93

Q. Wo, you retained during the winter of 1840 bv nnv nr tinBanks ot this Commonwealth, as their counsel?
’ ' '' 16

Ans. J was not, and could not be, as I then held a judicial station.

nn
J - M. PORTER.Un motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Porter be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

.he1;h2ml
That ,hiS adj0Urn ,0 a§a ’n at the ell of

Agreed to.

Saturday
, March 12, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:
Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Penniman, and Lowry.

Simon Camekon, being called and duly sworn, testified as follows:
Q* Where do you reside?
Ans. At Middletown.
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Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here at that time?

Ans. I think I did. I have seen him here almost every winter,

for five or six years.

Q. Do you know of any money having been employed by any of

those gentlemen during that session, for the purpose of procuring fa-

vorable legislation for the Banks?
Ans. No.

Q. Did you, sir, receive during that session from Mr. George Han-
dy, any money for any object; and if any, for what?

Ans. I do not answer it. 1 do not think it a proper question.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he received any money from
Mr. George Handy for any object?

Ans. No. No person ever did.

Q. Do you know of any person having received any money from

Mr. George Handy for any object?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any person having made any gill or present

to any member of the Legislature, or officer of the government, du-

ring that session?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Do you know of any contract for the purchase or sale of any
thing during that session, or the subsequent summer, with any mem-
ber of the Legislature, or officer of the Government?

Ans. No, I do not. I will answer that question at length. I have

been at Harrisburg every session, more or less, since 1817. I have

been upon the most intimate terms with the Legislature. Many years,

1 have known every member of the Legislature. With large portions

of them, my intimacy has been of the closest kind, without regard to

party. And at all that time, I have never known a member of the

Pennsylvania Legislature whom I would have thought base enough to

be bargained with, for any improper purpose.

Q. Were you requested by any person, whether connected with

the Banks or not, to use your exertions at Harrisburg during the

session of 1840, for the purpose of having the period of resumption

postponed ?

Ans. Not particularly. I have frequently met with persons in

Philadelphia, and other places, with whom I have had conversation

with regard to the Banks, because the Banks were the all-absolving

question
;
and sometimes I have been requested by them to go to Har-

risburg.

Q. Did you receive any compensation for your services at Plarris-

burg, in aiding the enactment of the resumption resolutions?

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had, or was to receive

such compensation for his services?

Ans. No.
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Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever tell you, during the winter of 1840,
that money could be had from the Bank of the United States, pro-

vided the time of resumption was postponed ?

Ans. I do not remember that he did.

Q. Do I understand you to say, that there was no agreement in

writing entered into during the winter of 1840, between George Han-
dy, Daniel M. Brodhead and yourself, which had reference to the

resolutions of resumption which were before the Legislature during

that winter?

A. This is one of those questions which ought not to be put; but I

will answer it; I will answer more fully that I had never any agree-

ment, either verbal or in writing, with Daniel M. Brodhead and Geo.

Handy.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any large sums of money having

been pa d by George Handy during that winter?

Ans. None.

Q. Did anv person ever tell you that he had received from George
j

Handy any money during that winter ?

Ans. No.

Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Brodhead, or any other person, say any
thing in regard to influencing any member of the Legislature, or offi-

cer of the Government, with regard to the resumption resolutions of

1840 ?

Ans. 1 have heard Mr. Brodhead converse a great deal ;
but I do

not remember any particular conversation of the kind.

Q. Did you, during that winter, know or hear of any person that

there was money at Harrisburg, intended to be employed to influence

the action of the members of the Legislature, or any department of

the Government, in reference to resumption ?

Ans. No.
SIMON CAMERON.

On motion,

Mr. Cameron was discharged.

Adjourned to meet again at the call of the Chairman.

Saturday Evening
,
March 12, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Pcnniman and Lowry.

Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead, being called and duly sworn, testifies as

follows :

Q. Where do you reside?

Ans. 1 reside in Philadelphia.
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the Legislature, or any officer of the Government, improperly or cor-

ruptly.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he received any money from

Mr. Handy during that session'?

Ans. 1 do not remember that any person ever told me so.

Q,. Did you at any time prior to, or during that session, either

directly yourself, or through any third person, employ any money at

Harrisburg, for the purpose of influencing the Legislature, or any
department of the Government ?

Ans. If I had, it is a question which I might decline to answer;

but as I had not, I answer it negatively.

Q. Did you at any time during that session, or prior to it, make
any contract with any person or persons to receive any money, or

other valuable thing, in the event of the passage of a law postponing

the period of resumption, or any law on that subject ?

Ans. Not that I remember.

Q. Do you know of any such contract having been made by any

person or persons 1

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed at Harris-

burg during that session, for the object mentioned, that you considered

improper or corrupt ?

Ans. None. Every means in my power, except corrupt means,

!

used.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any sticl

means ?

Ans. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or any officei

of the Government, having become possessed of money, or any othe:

valuable thing, by finding, or in any other way, where he was igno

rant of the source whence obtained?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Have you ever occupied the office of Commissioner of Loam
of this State?

Ans. I never was ;
but acted as a special agent of Gov. Porter, ii

j

negotiating two or three different loans.o o

Q. Do you remember whence you obtained those loans 1

Ans. I think I obtained one or two from Mr. Boker, and one fron

the Bank of the United States. In regard to the one obtained fron

the Bank of the United States, I was directed by the Governor tU

apply to the Banks of the city and county of Philadelphia, excludin;

the Bank of the United States; which I did. I made the applicatioi

to each one of them in writing—all of which declined accepting,

then took the responsibility upon myself of applying to the Bank Jji
Jj

the United States—from whom it was obtained. Having first mad 1

an arrangement with Mi -

. Boker, who acted as its agent, for the pay
ment of my commissions, which I think was one-fourth of one pe 1

1
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the law of 1840 would produce, and upon which f lost six thousand

dollars, or thereabouts. The only transactions which I had with the

Bank of the United States in 1841, was to pay five notes, amounting

together to six thousand five hundred and fifty-five dollars, which I

had endorsed for my friends without any consideration, and which 1

paid, during the present month, in bonds and mortgages.

Q. Were there any notes of yours in the Bank of the United States

from which you were released without payment ?

Ans. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did you, at any time, make any claim upon any officer or Di-

rector of the Bank of the United States, for commissions for any loans

which you negotiated on behalf of the Commonwealth ?

Ans. None but the one mentioned as having been negotiated through

Mr. Boker.

Q. There is a Voucher in the Bank of the United States, dated 29th

October, 1839, for twcnly-five thousand dollars; in regard to which

Mr. Dunlap, who wTas then President of the Bank, has stated in his

evidence, before this Committee, that his impression was that that

amount was paid to the Commissioner of Loans?

Ans. I never had such an amount from the Bank of the United

States, nor any other, except what I have named.

Q. There is one other item of twelve thousand dollars, dated the

29th October, 1839, for which Mr. Dunlap has stated that he thought

it was one of the expenses made in the negotiation of loans with the

Commonwealth ? .

Ans. I never received such a sum from Mr. Dunlap, or the Bank
of the United States, and know nothing in regard to it.

Q. You are acquainted with the nature of the inquiry with which

this Committee is charged
;
do you know any fact which you deem

material to this investigation?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know any thing in regard to any corrupt means having

been used to procure the charter of the Bank of the United States in

1835—’36 ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of a proposition in 1637-’38, w hereby it was
proposed to increase the capital of the Bank of the United States ; and

if so, you will state if you have known any corrupt propositions hav-

ing been made to the Governor of the Commonwealth, or any mem-
ber of the Legislature, or officer of the Government ?

Ans. I remember that there was some conversation in regard to an
increase of capital. I heard, I think, was during the session prior to

the election in 1838. I know of no person wffio spoke to the Governor
or any member of his cabinet, on the subject.

Q. Whilst Commissioner of Loans, did you receive any compen-
sation in any other manner than what you have stated ?
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was tlKre -/**«2*s

Ans. Not so considered at the time.



102

Q. Had you any money depending upon the passage of the re-

sumption resolutions in 1840,

Ans. I had for myself individually.

Q. Will you explain what that interest was?

Ans. I was very largely in business. I held property which I con-

sidered worth over $ 400,000, on which I owed upwards $200,000. I

supposed that all I had in the world depended upon the passage of the

law referred to,

Q.. Was there no other interests than the effect of the resolutions

upon the property which you then held ?

Ans. There was, but exclusively of a private individual clraracter,

independent of any Bank, or agent of any Bank whatever, so far as 1

knew at the time.

Q. To what extent were those interests that you speak of?

Ans. I decline answering, as it is entirely of a private or business

character, disconnected with any Bank, or Bank officer, or agent.

Q. Do you decline on the ground that the answer to it would

either criminate yourself, or be a link in a chain of facts, which would

lead to your crimination?

Ans- f do not know that there is any thing criminal in having ex-

pected, or having received any compensation for my services, as an
individual or a lawyer; although by answering it, 1 might make my-
self odious to some, and possibly subject myself to a civil suit for the

recovery of the money.

Q. Do you apprehend from answering the question, that you might

subject yourself to a criminal prosecution ?

Ans. If by possibility it should turn out, that the amount which £

received, (although believing if at the time to have come from private

sources,) should be found to have come from any Bank, and as crimi-

nal prosecutions are now the order of the day, against officers anil

others connected with Banks, whether they have acted with or

without authority of their Boards of Directors, I do not know why I,

or any other individual, might not bo embraced in such a prosecution,

as well as some that are. J. dechne answering the question for the

reasons stated.

Q. Did you pay any portion of the money you received for vour

services, to any other person?

Ans. 1 disbursed the money which I received, If any, for my pri-

vate business transactions.

Q. Is there any agreement in writing between you and the indivi-

dual from whom you received the money for your services, in exist-

ence ?

Ans. There never was any agreement in writing.

Q. Was there any Individual with whom you had an understand-

ing, that, any portion of the money by you received, was paid to such

Individual ?

Ans. If there ever was such, it was faithfully complied with on my
part.
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’ whether there was or was

Ans. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did you pay any sum or money during that winter, to Genera'oimon Cameron, or any person for his use?
"*

Ans. I did not.

o f 13

3
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?°
m Werey°U emP,oycd t0 come here during the winter

,
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1 decIilie answering the question for the same reason that Iaeeuned answering before.

U. What amount of money did you receive that winter for yourservices / J

siVned
1 deCl ‘ ne answcrin§ this que stion for the reason already as*

- *
j

th
,

e
f
ormer Part y°ur testimony, you speak of havino- had

six hundred shares of United States Bank stock. At what time did youC
r
3'n P?

t

ssessi<
?
n °f il-h?w d id yoa pay for it—of whom did voupurchase it—and what did it cost you?

tafe- .Sfi
8* /

Ca
,
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,‘

n P,ossessioQ of it I cannot distinctly
state, but think that I ordered it bought as soon as the resumptionlaw was passed; I went down and had it purchased by a broker; Tdunk [ paid eighty- five dollars per share; I owned two hundred or.hiee hundred shares of Girard stock, which I sold to bemn with- Ipaid about ten dollars per share, and borrowed the balance (forty-fivehousand dollars) from the Bank of the United States, upon the hypo-
thecation of the six hundred shares of stock; I bought them in mar.
et

> 1 “w not from whom, and I gave the stock for the notes.

n D. M. BRODHEAD.Un motion,

Adjourned, to meet again at the call of the Chairman.

March 24th, 1842 ,

Committee met pursuant to notice :

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Deford, Penniman and Lowry.

M r. George Hindi appeared.

Q. When you were before the Committee before, on being tendered

!f.°f
’’ 5 °u declined to be sworn, and requested a postponementwh.cn the Commntee granted vou.-Are you now prepared to be

Ans. I decline to take the oath, and present the following paper:—

and fS!”
r<3 the PapCT t0 thS Committee - )

°rdered t0 be received
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Q. (By Mr. Deford.) Who brought a civil suit against you ?

Ans. The suit was brought by the Trustees of the United States

Bank.

Q. When was that brought?

Ans. Since 1 was here last before this Committee.

Q. Were you privy to any arrangement in having that suit brought
against you ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know for what that suit was brought by the Trustees

of the United States Bank?
Ans. I decline answering any questions.

Q. What is the charge of the prosecution which you speak of in

rhat paper ?

Ans. I wish, gentlemen, without any disrespect to this Committee,
to decline answering any further questions.

On motion,

Committee adjourned to meet again at the call of the Chairman.

April '2d, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Lowry, Deford, and Penni-

man.

Mr. George Handy, being called, was duly sworn:

And, on motion,

Adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock this afternoon, in the East Commit-
tee Room.

Same day, 3 o’clock. Committee met ;

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Deford, Ewing, Lowry, and Pennr-

rnan,

Q. Mr. Handy, you have been a Director of the United States

Bank; have you not, sir?

Ans. I was during the years 1840 and ’41. I went there at the

request of Mr. Joseph Solms.

Q. Were you present at a meeting of the Board of Directors in

March 3d, 1840, at which time a resolution was passed, appointing a

Committee to go to Harrisburg?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee, in your
'('n way, as far as you know, how that resolution came to be offered,

/at whose suggestion?

part. The President, I believe, sir, suggested the resolution.



Q. Had you any consultation with any of the members of the
Board prior to that meeting?

Ans. I had a conversation with the President, and with other mem-
bers of the Board, without being able to say what one or ones. The
subject was of legislation, and the situation of the Bank was occupy-
ing more or less conversation every day.

Q. Who were the Committee appointed pursuant to that resolution ?

Ans. Mr. Richard Price, Lawrence Lewis, and George Handy.

Q. Will you have the goodness to state to this Committee ail that
was done by that Committee?

Ans. I would ask this Committee to allow me to read the letters of
correspondence I have here.

.
an interview I had with Judge Porter, in regard to legislation

tor the benefit ot the Bank, he said that something ought to be done;
and that nothing could be done, in his opinion, but what was usually
lesorted to, to procure legislation; that some person should be sent
leie, who could call to his aid, persons from various parts of the
State to assist in procuring the legislation that was deemed necessary;
and suggested that Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead should be procured. In
consequence ol that conversation, and other circumstances, I spoke
to Mr. Brodhead to come up here, which he did. Having said i
would read this correspondence, it is as follows:

\ letter, dated March 2d, 1840, from Mr. Brodhead to Mr. Handy,
written in Philadelphia.

(Letter No. 1, here read by Mr. Handy.)
Mr. Brodhead came up to Harrisburg, and after the passage of the

resolution by the Board on the 3d of March, I called on Joseph Solms,
and told him he must come up here and see Brodhead, and make an
arrangement in regard to procuring legislation. As I am desirous of
giving all the written correspondence, I accordingly read letter No.

from Mr. Handy to Mr. Solms, written at Philadelphia, and dated
March 4th. I have attached to that letter a note from the President
ot the Bank, dated March 4th, 1840.

The next letter I read, is a letter (No. 3,) from Mr. Solms to Mr.
ilamljr, dated March 5th, written at Harrisburg.

,

Pile next letter I read is one without a signature, but from Mr.

j

.'solms his handwriting is well known—dated March 7th, 18^0
(No. 4.)

The next letter is dated Harrisburg, March 8th, 1840, from Mr
•soims to Mr. Handy.—(No. 5.)

I iie.->e letters without a post mark, were handed to me principally
by some person from Mr. Solms’ Bank; having been inclosed to him,
and are in the handwriting of Joseph Solms.—(No. 6.)

Here is a letter dated Harrisburg, March 9th, 1840, signed Joseph
Solms.—(No. 7.)

°

Fiom the letters you have seen, and 1 have read, yon perceive Mr-
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Brodhead came to Philadelphia, and after a consultation with the Pre-
sident of the Bank, I wrote the following letter, dated Philadelphia,

March 10th, 1840, to Mr. Brodhead, and I kept a copy.—(Letter No.
8 .)

Another, dated Harrisburg, March 11th, 1840, from J. Soltns to

Geo. Handy.—(No. 9.)

1 read now a letter from Daniel M. Brodhead, dated Harrisburg,
March 11th, 1840, on which is endorsed my answer of March 12th.

—

(No. 10.)

This is a letter from Mr. Solms to me, dated Harrisburg, March 1 1th,

1S40, without signature—and I know it to be his handwriting.—(No.

11)

This is a letter, dated Harrisburg, March 12th, 1840, without sig-

nature
; but from Mr. Solms to me.—(No. 12.)

The next letter is dated Harrisburg, March 13th, 1840, signed with

the initials D. M. B., and from Mr. Brodhead.—(No. 13.)

The next is a note from Mr. Brodhead, dated Philadelphia, March
14-h, 1840.—(No. 14.)

I hold in my hand a paper in the handwriting of Mr. Brodhead,
without his signature. No date to it. [ have endorsed on it the 15th
day of March.—(No. 15.)

Next letter, dated Harrisburg, March 18th, 1840, from Mr. Daniel

M. Brodhead; and the answer by me to that letter, is attached to it,

dated Philadelphia, March 19Lh, 1S40.—(No. 16.)

Another of the same date from D. M. Brodhead.—(No. IT.)

Another from J. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg, March
18th, 1840.—(No. 18.)

Another from .!. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg, March
19th, 1840.—(No. 19.)

Another in the handwriting of Mr. Solms, without his signature,

dated Harrisburg, March 19th, 1840.—(No. 20.)

Here is a letter, with my answer attached. It is from Daniel M.
Brodhead, and dated Harrisburg, March 19th, 1840.—(No. 21.)

My reply to that letter is dated Philadelphia, March 20th, 1840.

The next letter is dated Harrisburg, March 20th, 1840, from Jo-

seph Solms to George Handy.—(No. 22.)

The next letter is dated Harrisburg, March 20th, from Mr. Brodhead
to Handy.—(No. 23.)

The next letter is from Daniel M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated

Harrisburg, March 21st, 1840.—(No. 24.)

On the back of that letter is the answer I gave to it, dated Phila-

delphia, March 22d, 1840.

This letter is from Joseph Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,

March 21st, 1840.—(No. 25.)
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The next letter is from Daniel M. Brodhcad to G. Handy, dated
Harrisburg, March 22d, 1840.—(No. 26.)

The next letter is from Joseph Solms to G. Handy, dated Harris-
burg, March 22d, 1840.—(No. 27.)

The next letter is from Daniel M. Brodheacl to G. Handy, dated
Harrisburg, March 22d, 1840.—(No. 28.)

Attached to this letter is a copy of the heads of a letter I wrote in
answer to Mr. Brodhead, dated Philadelphia, March 24th, 1840.

lh:s is a letter from Mr. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,
March 24lh, 1840.—(No. 29.)

' ~

d his letter is from Mr. Brodhead to Handy, dated Harrisbur^,
March 24th, 1840.—(No. 30.)

I his is a letter irom D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, (with sundry
memoranda attached, in the handwriting of Mr. Dunlap.) dated Har-
risburg, March 24lh, 1840.—(No. 31.)

A letter Irom J. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg, March
25th, 1840.—(No. 32.)

Next letter is Irom J. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,
I March 25th, 1840.—(No. 33.)

* °

Next letter is from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harris-
burg, March 25th, 1840.—(No. 34.)

Next letter is dated the same day, Harrisburg, March 25th, 1840,
frorp D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, with an answer from me attached
to it, and a memorandum of Mr. Dunlap.—(No. 35.)

N. .,r letter Irom Mr. Brodhead to Handy, dated Harrisburg, March
26th, 1840.—(No. 36.)

Another letter from Mr. Brodhead to Handy, dated Harrisburg the
same date, March 26th, 1840.—(No. 37.)

Another letter from J. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg
March 2Bth, 1840.—(No. 38.)

'

Another irom J. Solms to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg, March
27th, 1840.—(No. 39.)

At ,iiei irom D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,
March 27th, 184 '.—(No. 40.)

' 6

An. ‘i her from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,
March 26th, 1840.—(No. 41.)

An rh'T letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harris-
burg, March 27th, 1840.—(No. 42.)

Another from D. M. Brodhead to G. Ilandv, dated Harrisburg,
March 3i)th, 1840.—(No. 43.)

Another Irom D. M. Brodhead, directed to me without date, and
not post marked, with a resolution authorizing a loan.—(No. 44.)

Another letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harris-
burg, March 31st, 1810.—(No. 45.)
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The next is a note from I). M. Brodhead to G. Handy, April 2,

1940.—(No. 46.)

The next letter is one from I). M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated

Harrisburg, April 6th, 1840.—(No. 47.)

The next letter is from L). M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Har-
risburg, April 7th, 1840.—(No. 48.)

The next is a note from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated April

15, 1840.—(No. 49.)

I read a letter from D. M. Brodhead to Joseph Solms, dated April

16, 1840.—(No. 50.)

The next is a letter from U. M. Brodhead to G. Handv, dated April

16, 1840.—(No. 51.)

The next is a letter from D. M. Brodhead toG. Handy, dated Har-
risburg, April 17, 1840.—(No. 52.)

The next is a letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Phila-

delphia, April 27, 1840.—(No. 56.)

A letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Philadelphia,

May 16, 1840.—(No. 54.)

The next is a letter from I). M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated

Philadelphia, May 22, 1840.—(No. 55.)

The next is a letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Phila-

delphia, May 27, 1840.—(No. 56.)

The next is a letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Har-
risburg, May 28, 1840.—(No. 57.)

The next letter is from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Har-
risburg, May 29, 1840.—(No. 58.)

The next letter is from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Har-
risburg, May 27, 1840.—(No. 59.)

My reply is on this letter, dated Philadelphia, May 30, 1840.

The next is a letter from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Har-

risburg, May 28, 1840.—(No. 60.)

Another letter from Mr. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,

May 29, 1840.—(No. 61.)

Another letter from Mr. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,

May 30, 1840.—(No. 62.)

Another from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, with a note of Mr.

Dunlap attached, and dated June 5, 1840—(No. 63.)

Another from D. M. Brodhead to G. Handy, dated Harrisburg,

March 6, together with a note from Mr. Dunlap, dated March 8.

—

(No. 64.)

I have attached these notes to those letters with a view of showing

that Mr. Dunlap knew what was going on
;
and Mr. Lawrence Lewis,

another member of the Committee, was also in the habit of reading

some of these letters which 1 have now exhibited, and called at tny

house for that purpose almost every evening.
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On motion of Mr. Ewing,

Rcsoluccl, That this Committee do now adjourn, to meet again at
the cal! of the Chairman. Agreed to.

April 4, 1842.
Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Ewing, Lowry, and Deford.

Handy continued

:

Q. Did you, as one of the Committee, receive any money from the
Bank ?

A ns. As regards that, 1 have no doubt that the large amount of it

did pass into my hands, but the whole of it did not
; every cent that

did pass into my hands was appropriated and paid over to the a<rents
employed—to Daniel M. Brodhcad and George YV. South. And that
1 swear and declare that not one penny of it was retained and appro-
priated to my own private use, or ever subsequently came to my

Q. Do you know how much you paid to Mr. Brodhead and how
much to Mr. South?

Ans. My impression is, having no receipts from them, or any writ-
ten memoranda, about one hundred and twenty thousand dollars to
Brodhead. in regard to the manner that that money was drawn, it was
tins : when I was called upon for money, I went to Mr. Lardner, he
handed me the amount I asked for; and in no instance, to my recol-
lection, did he ask of me a voucher at the time; but at subsequent
periods he had the voucher drawn up, and I signed it with the under-
standing on his part that he got the other members of the Committee
to sign

; and it is only within the last six months that I did not know
any of the vouchers had not been signed by every member of the
Committee. I sigued vouchers without taking any memorandum at
the tune; and I am not sure that I received, indeed 1 know I did not
receive, the whole ol the monev for which I signed vouchers. There
was an amount paid to Mr. '.South, but I can’t say distinctly how
much. J

Who did Mr. Brodhead tell you he paid that money to ?

Ans. He never told me of any person, or any name; and I have
subsequently Mr. Brodhead’s word that he never gave it to any officer
ol the Government. I never asked Mr. Brodhead any questions at
the time, but gave hun the money without desiring to know who he
pai l it to. My impressions, gentlemen, are, that the result of the
whole matter was, that in the event of the legislation being procured,
that he was to receive one hundred and twenty thousand'dollars Imade this bargain with hirn.

Q. Did he tell you how much money he had disposed of without
saying to whom ?
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Ans. I think lie did say to me at one time, he made seventeen or

twenty thousand dollars. I understood from him, the balance he said

he had disposed of; in what way I do not know.

Q. (By Mr. Deford.) Do you know in any way how that money
was disposed of?

Ans. I have no knowledge of it, other than what the letters con-

tain.

Q. Had you yourself any talk with the Executive, .or any officer

of the Government.
Ans. I wish to state that I was not here after the 1st February,

1840, at which time I was here with a Committee—Mr. Lawrence
Lewis, Mr. Neff and myself, in regard to a loan.

Q. (Mr. Lowry.) Ilad you any conversation with the Executive,

or any member of the Legislature, that corrupt means might be used

to accomplish your purpose?

Ans. No, sir.

On motion,

Resolved
,
That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.

Ap 'd 5, 1842.

Committee met:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Deford, Penniman, Lowry and Ew-
ing.

Mr. Handy being called, stated that before proceeding to read the

letters, with the writer of those letters, signed George Read, I am not

acquainted ; the letters which follow, came enclosed in letters from

Geo. W. South to Mr. Dunlap, or myself.

Q. What connection has either of those gentlemen in this transac-

tion ?

Ans. Geo. W. South was one of the recipients of the money, and
agent for the Bank.

Q. Do you know whose handwriting these are?

Ans. 1 do not
;
they arc in different handwritings. 1 concluded,

from a letter I have in my possession, that one of those letters were
written by a gentleman the name of Ncsbit, from the similarity of the

handwriting.

Q. When were these letters received ?

Ans. During the pendency of the resumption resolutions.

(Mr. George W. South’s letters here read.)

March 17, 1840.—No. 65. A letter from South to Dunlap.

March 19, 1840.—No 66. Letter from Mr. South to Dunlap.

March 24, 1840.—No. 67. Letter from South to Dunlap.
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March 25, 1840.—No. 68. Letter from South to Dunlap.
March 26, 1840.—No. 69. Letter from South to Dunlap.
Philadelphia, 2/th, 1840.—No. 70. Letter from South to Dunlap.
March 28, 1340.—No. 71. Letter from South to Geo. Handy
Philadelphia, March SO, 1840.—No: 72. Letter from South toHandy. (Memorandum attached.)

March 31, 1840.—No. 73. Letter from South to Handy.
March 31, 1840.—No. 74. Letter from South to Handy.
April 8, 1840.—No. 75. Letter from South to Handy.
April 8, 1840.—No. 76. Letter from South to Handy.
April 17, 1840.—No. 77. Letter from South to Handy.
1 he whole i>f these letters, purporting to have been written by Read,came under cover from Geo. W. South to Mr. Dunlap or myself.
Q. How did you get those directed to Mr. Dunlap?
Ans. I received them from Mr. Dunlap, or he sent them to me;and 1 know the handwriting of Mr. South.

[Mr. Lowry here objected to the reading of Mr. Geo. Read’s lettersand says that the witness does not believe the letters were written by

Th it/' !!

18

? .

noto
j:

ious fact a,so
> that Mr. Read cannot write,lhe etters then being forgeries, they cannot be given in evidence

I ( Milams forge letters, men who may be honest should not suffer.
X ne letters are not identified to be genuine.]

[Mr. Defend says, that the letters are not legally and properly
identified, but they may be read in the first instance, reserving aH
objections to them.] °

South
lCh l j

’ 1840 ~No -

~
8 - A Iettcr Rom Geo. Read to Goo. W.

w’^South
16, m0-~ No- 79 - Lclter Rom John W. Nesbit to Geo.

So
“ rg

’ March 17, 184°—No. 60. Geo. Read to George W.

March 17, 1840—No. 81. Same to same.
March IS, 1840.—No. 82. Same to same.
March 19, 1840.—No. 83. Same to same.
March 20, 1840.—No. 84. Same to same.
Mai ch 20, 1840.—No. 85. Same to same.
March 21, 1840.—No. 86. Same to same.
March 22, 1840.—No. 87. Same to same.
March 23, 1840.—No. 88. Same to same.
March 23, 1840.—No. 89. Same to same.
Maich 24, 1840.—No. 90. Same to same.
March 24, 1840.—No. 91. Same to same.
Mtirch 24, 1840.—No. 92. Same to same.
March 2o, 1840.—No. 93. Same to same. (Memorandum attached.)
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March 26. 1840.—No. 94. Same to same.

March 26, 1840.—No. 9-3. Same to same.

March 27, 1840.—No. 96. Same to same.

March 27, 1840.—No. 97. Same to same.

March 30, 1840.—No. 98. Same to same.

March 30, 1840.—No. 99. Same to same.

Q. Who is the next person from whom those letters came ?

Ans. They came from Samuel Wood and John C. Boyd. Mr.
Wood came up here at the request of myself. Mr. Wood has told me
that Mr. Price and Mr. Lewis also requested him to come.

Q. Are these letters in Mr. Wood’s handwriting?

Ans. They are, sir.

Q. Do you say you considered Mr. Wood as an agent for the

Bank ?

Ans. He received no pay from me as such.

Q. Were there any corrupt means used by Mr. Wood?
Ans. None that I know of.

[Mr. Lowry says he objects to Mr. Wood’s letters; and Mr. Deford

says the letters are not properly identified; and if they were, we have
no right to examine letters of a private citizen

;
but I am willing to

hear them read, for the sake of giving wide latitude to this investi-

gation.]

[Mr. Lowry’s reasons, that witness says that no corrupt means
were used by Mr. Wood, to his knowledge, and that lie had no knowl-
edge that corrupt means were used :—The letters are those of a pri-

vate and innocent citizen, and this Committee is not charged with

investigating the private transactions of innocent men, who had no
knowledge of a conspiracy or corrupt means.]

March 28, 1840.—No. 100. A letter from Mr. Samuel R. Wood
to George Handy.

March 30, 1840.—No. 101. Same to same.

March 31, 1840.—No. 102. Same to same.

March 27, 1840.—No. 103. Same to same.

Q. Who are the other letters from?

Ans. From Mr. John C. Boyd; he was a Director of the United

States Bank in 1841; he now resides near Danville : became here

ax my r quest, though he received no pay from me. I should not have

presented these letters, but thought it my duty to do so.

March 22, 1840.—No. 104. John C. Boyd to George Handy.

March 23, 1840.—No. 105. Same to same.

March 23, 1840.—No. 106. Same to same.

March 24, 1840.—No. 107. Same to same.

March 25, 1840.—No. 108. Same to same.

March 27, 1840.—No. 109. Same to same.
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Ans. I have no knowledge of any person being employed, except

the parties I have named, and as it appears by the written testimony.

Q. Do you know of any officers, or Directors of the Bank of the

United States, having been here at Harrisburg subsequently to the 3d
of March.

Ans. I have no recollection.

Q. Can you tell us, as far as you are enabled to do, what the con-

versation was you held with Judge Porter, in Fifth street, or at your

house?

A. It was principally in regard to the monetary concerns of the

country, or more particularly in regard to the Bank of the United

States, and the desirableness there was that the institution should be

sustained, and the subject of some person to represent the interest of

the Bank at Harrisburg.

Q. Did you call upon Daniel M. Brodhead in consequence of this

conversation with Judge Porter?

Ans. I stated, that in my former testimony, that I called on him in

consequence of that conversation.

Q. As far as you recollect, w'hat conversation occurred at that in-

terview with Mr. Brodhead?

Ans. As far as my recollection serves me at this moment, it was
on the subject of procuring legislation, and the probable cost. There

was a great deal of conversation between Mr. Brodhead and myself

upon the subject ; and he stated to me* (there were no names mention-

ed) that he supposed forty or fifty thousand dollars would do to begin

with. I told him to come up to Harrisburg, which he did ; and after

the passage of the resolution by our Board, of the 3d March, 1 called

on Joseph Solms, repeated to him pretty much the conversation I had
with Mr. Brodhead, and requested him to come to Harrisburg to see

Brodhead, and make such arrangements with Brodhead as to procure

the legislation, that at the time was considered important to the Bank,

city and State.

Q. Had you any personal interview with Mr. Brodhead, subsequent

to this ?

Ans. A number. I was going on to state, that Mr. Solms came to

Harrisburg on the 4th of March, with directions to negotiate with

Brodhead. He either became alarmed, or feigned to be so, at the

magnitude of Brodhead’s demands, which resulted in Brodhead’s

coming down and having an interview with me. For what occurred

subsequently, I must refer to the letters. There is one thing that took

place at that interview, in relation to a contingent fund he was to have
in the event of the passage of the law, which was included in the one
hundred and twenty thousand dollars. We had a great number of

interviews. Never having expected to be called on in regard to this

matter, my recollection of the various interviews we had is imperfect.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead, in any of these interviews, ever explain to

you the mode in which he had expended that money ?

Ans. No, sir ; and to my recollection never asked him.
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•Q. Had you many personal interviews with Mr. Solms, in regard
to that subject ?

Ans. Yes, sir. I had frequent interviews, and numberless ones in
regard to the prospect in getting the law and the benefits resulting

from it. I have no recollection that he mentioned to me, on any oc-
casion, who he expected or supposed would be the recipients of the
money which he was aware Mr. Brodhead was expending ?

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead, or Mr. Solms, ever explain to you the form
or manner in which that money was expended ?

Ans. No, sir; not to my recollection.

Q. Can you explain what is the meaning of this first paragraph in
Mr. Solms’ letter, No. 4 ?

Ans. I think { have in some manner already explained that, viz :

—

that he either handed, or Brodhead had money, and the result of
its use was favorable for the objects of legislation. It referred to Mr.
Brodhead.

Q. What is the meaning of this paragraph in Mr. Solms’ letter,

March 8, No. 5, “ let them have the houses at half price.”

Ans. I did not then, and do not now, understand it.

Q. What is the meaning of this paragraph in Mr. Solms’ letter of
9th March, No. 7. “ To-morrow [ expect to hear from you respect-
ing business in the lumber way, which is plenty cheap now, and will
sell.”

Ans. 1 am very much the same in respect to that as the last ques-
tion

; and I can only put my own construction on it, which was, sir,

that the prospect of procuring the legislation was increasing.

Q. Can you explain the nature of the transaction, in regard to
Evan O. Jackson, of Columbia county, in Mr. Brodhead’s letter of
March 11, No. 10?

Ans. It appears, sir, that Joseph M‘Ilvaine had a note of Mr. Jack-
son, in his possession, at the time of his death, which came into the
hands of his brother, who was his executor or administrator, I don’t
know which, which he, Jackson, alleged was never intended to have
been paid. On my representing the iacts as they came to my know-
ledge to Mr. Mdlvaine’s administrator or executor, he gave me up
the note, or a power of attorney to enter satisfaction on the judgment.
1 did not pay the executor a cent. I do not recollect the amount. I

know of nothing more than by the representation of Mr. Brodhead,
that it was an important matter, and ought to be closed.

Q. Can you state how Mr. M‘Ilvaine obtained this note?

Ans. I can only state from recollection, that it was represented to

me by Mr. Brodhead, that it was some transaction that took place be-

tween Mdlvaine and Jackson at some previous session of the Legisla-
ture.—I am inclined to believe at the time the charter of the United
States Bank was procured.

Q. Do you know whether he was a member of the Legislature in
’35 and ’6 ?

Ans. 1 think he was at the time this transaction took place.
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Q. In that same letter is the figure 5—what is the meaning of it?

Ans. It means $5,000.

Q. Did you know where that $5,000 was going ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Will you have the goodness to explain in regard to the trans-

action of the Berks County Bank?
Ans. That is more than 1 can do ; that transaction commenced be-

fore I was in the Bank.

Q. Do you remember, Mr. Handy, in what kind of money you
generally paid Mr. Brodhead?

Ans. It consisted of a variety' of Bank paper, mostly, I believe in

United States. In one of the letters you see allusions to Virginia pa-

per—there were no bags of silver in the whole money paid.

Q. Did you let Mr. Brodhead know in what capacity you were
acting in this matter?

Ans. I always supposed he knew I was a Director of the Bank
of the United States; his letters too show that. In the letters you’ll

find he says “ your folks.”

Q. Do you know, sir, from any-' source whatever, that any corrupt

means were employed by Mr. Brodhead, or any other person, other

than what may appear on the face of these letters?

Ans. I have recollection of none.

Q,. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of his own know-
ledge?

Ans. Not that I recollect.

Q. Do you know of any other persons, except the officers and
Committee of the Bank, who knew that Mr. Brodhead had money to

expend at Harrisburg?

Ans. I believe I told Mr. Wood, and Mr. Boyd, and Mr. Solms.

Q. What did you tell Mr. Wood?
Ans. As nearly as I can recollect, I told Mr. Wood to report him-

self to Mr. Brodhead
;
and I also told Mr. Solms the same.

Q. Can you tell the meaning of this paragraph in Mr. Solms’ letter

of 21st March, 1840, No. 25—“The Judge’s wife is not sick; he

must have had powerful inducements to have left this place
;
put him

on the list of deserters; the Collector acts well.”

Ans. I can give you my impressions at the time, which were, that

the Judge, (I understood to be Judge Lewis,) and the Collector, (I

understood to be Judge Blythe,) who was then Collector of the port

of Philadelphia. 1 understood nothing but what appears on the face

of the letter.

Q. In a letter from Mr. Brodhead, dated April 27th, 1840, No. 53,

what is the meaning of the paragraph—“ Now, my dear sir, you are

aware of the position in which I stand to a number.”

Ans. My understanding of that was, that he had pecuniary engage-
ments to meet with a number of persons, and that he was anxious 1

should be prepared when he called on me.
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Q. At the time those vouchers were signed by yon, were the other

members of the Committee present !

Ans. I don’t recollect at the time of drawing that money
;
the man-

ner was a very loose one; I am inclined to think that on one, or per-

haps two occasions, they were all present when the vouchers were
signed.

Q. Was any thing said at the time the vouchers were signed, of
the manner in which the money was expended ?

Ans. I do not recollect any particular conversation; I never enter-

tained the doubt but that they all understood what it was for; I wish
it to be distinctly borne in mind by this Committee, that I was a new
member at the Board of the Bank of the United States ; went in in

January, 1840; that my colleagues were old hands, and had served
for a number of years in that institution.

Q. Here are three letters of Mr. South’s to Mr. Dunlap, on rvhich

his name is erased, and yours substituted, Nos. 65, 67, 68. Will you
have the goodness to state in whose handwriting your name is?

Ans. No. 65, my name is in the handwriting ofThomas S. Taylor.
No. 67 and 68, are in the handwriting of Mr. Dunlap.

Q. Do you know any other fact than which you have stated,

which would be material to this inquiry?

Ans. I do not, to the best of my knowledge and belief, other than
what I have stated, and the papers show-

Q. You have said that you first met Judge Porter in Fifth street ?

Ans. I did, sir.

Q. I want to know whether that was accidental or otherwise?
Ans. In Fifth street, I believe was accidental.

Q. Did you introduce the conversation in relation to the United
States Bank ?

Ans. I am really at a loss to say whether he did, or myself.

Q. Whether at that time, or any other time was Judge Porter con-
sulted or retained as counsel by you ?

Ans. He never was retained -as counsel by me— for myself indi-

vidually, or the Bank, to my knowledge—no professional connection
whatever.

Q. Then I understand you to say, that all the intercourse with
Judge Porter was of a friendly character?

Ans. They were ; but I would state most distinctly, in connection

with that, that the conversations held with Judge Porter, determined
my mind in favor of employing Mr. Brodhead.

Q. At any time before you exhibited to us these letters, did you
show them, or state the substance of them, to any other person or
persons; and if yea, to whom?

Ans. In my testimony heretofore, I have stated that Mr. Dunlap
must have seen a portion, (if not all,) of those letters; the same re-

mark is applicable to Mr. Lewis, one of my colleagues. I have also
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dith, James M-Cormick, and Thomas G. M‘Culloch, and a portion,

of those letters I read in the presence of Judge Richard B. Jones, of
Montgomery county. I may have showed them to some person else,

but I do not recollect who.

Q. Did you state the substance of theta to any persons, before you
exhibited them here?

Ans. 1 may haye flone so ; but I do not recollect.

Q. Did you get any one to arrange those letters for you, before

your exhibition of them before this Committee?

Ans. No, sir
; there was no arrangement in the letters, except what

was made by myself.

Q. Did you know before this Committee was raised for investi-

gation, and that it would be raised; and if yea, by whom ?

Ans. I would remark in regard to that, that I had no concert in,

raising any committee, and really hoped and prayed that none would
be raised; and knew of none, until I heard it by vague reports?

Q. Do you know of yourself having any knowledge of it?

Ans. I know of none ;
and would remark, that if it would have

been possible, by any entreaty or persuasion of mine, it would have
been suppressed. »

Q. Can you tell from whom you heard that report ?

Ans, I have no recollection, but what I got from the newspapers,

and vague reports.

Q. Have you any knowledge of what means were used to obtain

the charter of the United States Bank in 18?J5 & ’6?

Ans. I know nothing further than from common report, and would
state that it was a common tea table gossip and street talk, that money
had been employed.

Q. Did you hear this talk from any connected with the Bank—Mr.
Mdlvaine, Biddle, or any one else ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. When you paid this large amount of money, did you not know
that you were paying it for corrupt purposes?

Ans. I can’t deny it.

Q. In this letter, No. 8, from you to Mr. Brodheaci, dated Phila-

delphia, March l(Jth, 1840—what means the phrase, “this done, and
all will be right ?

Ans. By reference to the letters of Brodhead, it was what he re-

quired me to say, and had allusion to whether he would be paid

according to contract or understanding.

Q,. Will you explain the subsequent transactions in regard to any
exchange or purchase of property which you made with Mr. Brod-
head ?

Ans. I deem this the happiest moment of my life, to be permitted

to explain the business transaction in regard to an exchange, and the
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purchase of property from Mr. Brodhead. It was a business trans-

action, and had no connection on earth whatever with this trans-

action of Brod head’s coming to Harrisburg, or with the business of

the Bank. The contracts for the purchase of the property were

made without any reference to these transactions, and were complied

with bona fide on my part; and I would here remark, that in regar

to my private fortune, it has been very much impaired by my con-

nection with the Bank of the United States.

GEO. HANDY.

Sworn and subscribed this 6th day of April, 1842, at Harrisburg.

GEO. SHARSWOOD,
Chairman.

On motion.

Resolved, That Mr. Handy be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion.

Resolved, That this Committee do now adjourn, to meet again the

9th of June next. Agreed to.

On motion.

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution be rescinded, and this Com-

mittee meet again at the call of the Chairman.

North Committee Room, l

June 9th 1842. >

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry and Pen niman.

Adjourned to meet again at the call of the Chairman.

June 10th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry and Pcnniman.

Mr. George Read, again called

:

Q. When you were here before, you stated that you were at Har-

risburg in 1840. Will you please to state on what business, and at

whose request ?

Ans. 1 came here on account of the resumption resolutions, and at

the request of Mr. Geo. W. South.

Q. Did Mr. South state to you, at the time you were to come to

Harrisburg, in behalf of what particular Bank ?

Ans. I do not know that he did
;
he might have said it was on be-

half of the United States Bank.
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Q. Did you not understand yourself that you were to act on behalf
of the Bank of the United States?

Ans. I believe I did.

Q.. Did you correspond with any person while you were at Harris-
burg?

A ns. I did with Mr. South.

Q. Who did you get to write your letters for you ?

Ans. Mr. Field, I think, wrote a few for me.

Q. Any body else?

Ans. Not that I know of.

Q. Did John W. Nesbit write any for you ?

Ans. He might have done so, but Ldo not recollect.

Q. Did you receive any money from Mr. South ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. How much ?

Ans. A thousand dollars.

Q. Did you receive that all at one time, or at different times ?

Ans. All at one time.

Q. At what time ?

Ans. I cannot tell
; it was after the Legislature adjourned

;
it may

have been three weeks, or three months afterwards; I do not know.

Q. Did you receive any money from Mr. South while the Legisla-

ture was in session for any purpose?
Ans. Not a cent, sir.

Q. Did you receive any money at that time from any other quar-

ter ?

Ans. No, sir; not a penny.

Q. What disposition did you make of the one thousand dollars you
received ?

Ans. 1 appropriated it to my own use—to pay my debts, &c.

Q. Did you give any orders to any person on Mr. South, at that

time ?

Ans. I do not recollect sending any.

Q. Had you any contract, or business transaction, during that ses-

sion, with any member of the Legislature?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any body else having had ?

Ans. No, I do not.

Q. Did you act as an agent for any member, to purchase any thing

during that session ?

Ans. No, sir; I did buy some stock for myself after the Legisla-

ture passed the Bill.

Q. Did you make any engagements, at that time, with any mem-
ber or person at Harrisburg, which became due after the adjournment
of the Legislature ?

Ans. No, I did not.
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Q. At whose instance did you purchase that stock for yourself ?

Ans. At no person’s. Mr. Nesbit bought it at my request; and
afterwards Mr. South sold it for me.

Q. Have you any letters in your possession from Daniel M. Brod-
head ?

Ans. No, I have not ; I never received any from him, nor spoke a
word to him on that subject. I recollect now I had spoken to him in

relation to the passage of that Bill. I went down to purchase stock
in Philadelphia at the same time, with him and Capt. Ilayes

;
Mr.

Brodhead said he was going to purchase stock.

Q. Have you any letters in your possession from any members of
the Legislature, at that time ? t

Ans. [ have not; I do not recollect of having received any to my
knowledge.

Q. Can you tell, by looking at these letters, (a package shown him,)
whether you dictated any of them ?

Ans. I cannot, unless my own name is signed to some of them.

—

(After looking at the letters,)—I do not know that I signed any of
them.

Q. Had you any interview with the Governor during that session?
Ans. I never had.

Q. Were you ever there when Mr. Wilson or Bell called?
Ans. I never was.

Q. Did the Governor ever request you to remain at Harrisburg?
Ans. No, he never did.

Q. Did you ever attend a meeting of the friends of the proposed
Bill, at Buehler’s hotel ?

Ans. No, sir, I never did ; I knew of no such meetings.

Q. Did you ever call on Mr. Brodhead there?
Ans. No, sir, 1 did not.

Q- Were you ever requested, by any one, to have a resolution
offered in the House, for the members to go home without their pay ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. You say that Mr. Field wrote some letters for you ; did any
one else ?

Ans. I do not recollect of any other, excepting Mr. Nesbitt.

Q. Did you dictate the letters ?

Ans. No; they wrote what they thought was right; the letters

were always read to me. I might have told them of some things to

put in.

Q. Did any person tell you at that time, that they were here acting
on behall of the United States Bank, or any other Bank?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. When you heard these letters read to you, before they were
sent, did you know what they contained to be true ?

Ans. I did not know whether they were true or not; I do not know
now what was in them.
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Q. What were the means that you took to procure the passage of
that Bill ?

Ans. I do not know that I took any means; I do not recollect of
asking a man to vote for the Bill.

Q. What were the means you used to earn the one thousand dol-

lars ?

Ans. I do not know that I did any thing.

Q. Did you make any further claim on the Bank of the United

States ?

Ans. No, sir; I made no further claim. I asked Mr. South what
they were going to give me—he said he did not know. He went
down to the Bank, and brought me a thousand dollars, which I put in

my pocket.

Q. Did you not have such letters written as would procure the

most money ?

Ans. I did.

Q. Did you not state in those letters that you had called on the

Governor ?

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Was the one thousand dollars you mentioned, all the money
you received ?

Ans. All the money that I ever received, was the one thousand

dollars from Mr. South, and that was received in one sum.

Q. Do you know of any member at that time offering to be bribed ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you hear at any time of any member ?

Ans. I did not—but rumors.

Q. Did you ever give any person a draft on Geo. W. South for

two hundred dollars?

Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. Did you ever slate to Mr. South that you had engagements
coming due, which you contracted in Harrisburg?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Was it not your course, at that time, to write letters to Philadel-

phia, that you had influence with great men, for the purpose of pro-

curing money?
Ans. I think it might have been.

Q. Did you, after the adjournment of the Legislature, receive any
letter from any person, respecting money you had promised?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Is there anything in your former testimony which you wish to

correct ?

Ans. I had heard that I told the Committee that I did not receive

money, at that time, from any source. If I did say that, I do not

recollect; but beg leave to have it corrected.

Q. In your letter of the 21st of March, you say that you managed
to get the committee together?
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Ans. I know nol'ning of it; I had no such management; I had

such things written to obtain all the money I could.

Q. In the letter of the 20th March, 1840, you say this: “I intend

to do all that you require me to do, and hope I shall be successful.”

What were you required to do ?

Ans. Mr. South sent to me to work for the Bank. I done nothing

but what 1 heard others say.

Q. Another letter, 17th March, 1840, in which these words are

written : “I have just had an interview with the Governor, and while

at his house, Gen. Wilson of the House, and Mr. Bell of the Senate,

two of the committee of conference, called.” Were you there, and

heard anything?

Ans. I do not know that I ordered that written, for I never spoke

to the Governor, or any of that committee, on that subject?

Q. When you were before this Committee before, to the question,

“ Were you allowed, or did you receive any compensation for ser-

vices rendered any of the Banks,” you answered—No?
Ans. I thought the question was, whether I had received any com-

pensation from any director or officer of any of the Banks, and that

is the answer I wish corrected.

Q. Did you ever state to any person that your services in behalf

of the United States Bank, were equal to a note there?

Ans. I told Mr. South so.

Q. When you were asked that same question before, why did you
not answer as you do now ?

Ans. I do not recollect answering that question.

Q. Upon your former examination, you were asked this question

:

“Did you render any services that session for the United States Bank,
or any other Bank;” to which you answered—“ No, sir; I did not.

If I had, I should have wanted pay for my services.” How do you
explain that answer ?

Ans. If I had done any service, I should have wanted large pay.

Q. Have you talked over this matter to any person since your last

examination ?

Ans. I did not, except to Mr. South. I told him if they, (Com-
mittee,) had of asked me whether I had received any money from
him, I wmuld have told them I had.

Q. Did ymu ever tell Mr. South, or any body else, that you had
been deceiving them by writing letters from Harrisburg at that time?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know whether the Governor received any of that money,
directly or indirecly, in any manner whatever?

Ans. No, I do not.

Q. Were you paid your expenses in addition to the one thousand
dollars you received ?
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Ans. No, sir; I paid them myself; 1 borrowed some money, when
I came here, from Mr. South, which I again repaid him.

Q. When you was employed to come here, what was understood
you was to do ?

Ans. I do not recollect what I was to do, except to bore for the

passage of the Bill.

GEORGE READ.

Mu. George W. South, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Have the goodness to tell the Committee all you know about the

passage of the resumption resolutions]

Ans. At the time the Bank of the United States was applying for

the passage of the resumption law, I met Mr. Dunlap accidentally.

—

Mr. Dunlap told me what the Bank was about, and what they intend-

ed to apply for—the great good it would be to the public; and I must
confess I agreed with him in opinion. Mr. Dunlap asked me if 1

could recommend him to a gentleman to come up, who was intimate

with the members of our county, (Philadelphia county.) I told him I

would think of it; I saw him afterwards— I told him I had spoke to

Mr. Read upon the subject, as to his being well acquainted with the

members of the county, and able to show the gentlemen from the

county their errors, as he supposed. Mr. Read proposed himself to

come up, as he had an intimacy with all the gentlemen. Mr. Dunlap
then referred me to Mr. Handy, that I should have an interview with

him
; I had the interview, and told him that Mr. Read proposed to

come up; and that I believed, from his acquaintance with the gentle-

men, as I heard him speak very freely of the county, as well as the

county members, I thought myself he would be a very suitable per-

son for such an object. Mr. Handy replied, let him go up and obtain,

in an honorable way, what the Bank desired, the passage of the

resumption law. Mr. Read came up, as you see by his letters. I gave

him a sum of money to come up with, the amount I do not recollect;

and during his absence I paid some little matters for him, not, how-
ever, relating to this business—things that he wished me to pay.

—

And while he was at Harrisburg I sent him, I think, fifty or sixty

dollars, which, if I mistake not, he gave an order upon me for; those

sums altogether made up the amount of two hundred dollars. He
came down one Sunday—I think I gave him one hundred dollars for

Ills own private expenses. 1 saw Mr. Handy a few days after that;

I told him that Mr. Read had been to the city, and that I gave him
one hundred dollars ; as he had stated, he mixed with a great deal of

companv. Mr. Handy then sent me, some three or four days after,

I think, six hundred dollars. I enclosed, I think, in a letter, three

hundred dollars to Mr. Read; the letter remained on my desk three

or four days, and upon reflection I thought I would not send it.

—

When the act was obtained, Mr. Read repeatedly asked me to go

down to the Bank to know what they intended to give him for bis

services. I went to the Bank and had a conversation with Mr. Han-
dy upon the subject; it was of this character—1 said to him that Mr.
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Read wished the Bank to pay him for his services, as thev had em-
ployed him

;
and he asked me what Mr. Read desired to have for his

services? I replied that he proposed to leave it to him. Mr. Dunlap,
I think, was present at the same time. Mr. Handy said he did not
know what was right to give him, he wanted him to fix a price him-
self. Mr. Handy replied that he did not like to put a price upon a
man’s labor. I told him I could not do it; he knew better what Mr.
Read’s services were worth to him than I did, as he had all the cor-
respondence—the letters he had sent to me—and was more able to

estimate his services to the Bank than 1 was, for 1 did not know what
they were worth to the Bank. He said he could not fix on a price

; I

said, Mr. Handy, I’ll tell you what Mr. Read’s notions or ideas are
about it: he has a note, on which he is an endorser, in the Bank for
one thousand dollars, which note, I understand, has been here since
’36

; Mr. Read is desirous that you should give him that note up, and
one thousand dollars in cash. Mr. Handy said he would do that at
once. He gave mo a ticket or memorandum with his signature, which
I carried to the Cashier and obtained the money for him

; he also
directed me to get the note from the Cashier

; the Cashier at that time
could not lay his hand upon the note, it was of such long standing

; he
sent me to the Clerk who had charge of the note ; the Clerk, after exam-
ining sometime, could not find the note. I called two or three times for
the note with same success. After the Bank made an assignment,
they brought suit against Mr. Read for the note. Mr. Read requested
me to go to the Bank for it, but 1 could not succeed in getting it

; they
said it had passed into other hands. Mr. Read said thev might do as
they pleased about it, and he would subpoena me in Court as a witness
that they had agreed to give me up tire note. I did not desire to be a
witness on such an occasion, and I tried to induce Mr. Read to pay
the note, with all the arguments I was able to use with him. As I

had a balance remaining in my hands of the money Mr. Handy had
given me, which I had previously told Mr. Handy of, I said come,
I’ll pay one half this note, if you’ll pay the other half, rather than be
a witness in this case, as 1 have great reluctance in being a witness
in court; and I did pay one half, and Mr. Read paid the other half.

Q. What was the whole amount that you received from Mr. Han-
dy ?

Ans. My impression is one thousand six hundred dollars.

Q. In one of your letters to Mr. Handy, April 17, 1S40, you say.
“I paid his order on me for two hundred dollars; it is always best "to

settle with these persons at once, then their services can be command-
ed when required.” To whom was that order paid ?

Ans. 1 do not recollect who got that money
; but the sum, in all,

made up two hundred dollars—that I paid.

Q. In a previous letter of March 30, 1840, you say, “I gave Read
the one hundred dollars you advised, that is seven hundred dollars
you advanced.” Did that include the two hundred dollars ?

Ans. My impression is Mr. Handy only sent me six hundred dol-
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iars ; I gave Mr. Read two hundred dollars, in all, and afterwards the

one hundred dollars; the balance enclosed in the letter I did not send
him.

Q. Look at those two letters, No. 72 and 77 ; I want you to ex-

plain, in consistency with your present testimony, how it is in No. 72
you say, “that is, seven hundred dollars I am in advance,” and in

No. 77, “ I paid his order on Monday for two hundred dollars'?”

Ans. I must have paid it; but I do not recollect of receiving more
than one thousand six hundred dollars from Mr. Handy.

Q. Will you have the goodness to explain to this Committee, the

meaning of this passage in letter No. 77 ?—“ The Legislature having

adjourned, he expects one or two individuals down, who hold his en-

gagements.”

Ans. Precisely what Mr. Read told me. I do not know any thing

more about it.

Q. What did Mr. Read tell you?

Ans. He told me he expected some persons down, who held his

engagements ; and since this investigation, he has said he never paid

a dollar away.

Q. How did you come in possession of this note attached to letter

No. 72 ?

Ans. It was undoubtedly sent to me by letter, but do not recollect

receiving a letter from Mr. Field, though it appears evident this came
from Mr. Field.

Q. Have the goodness to look at letter No. 74, and say whether
this is in your handwriting?

Ans. Yes, it is.

Q. Look at this, No. 76 ?

Ans. It is also in my handwriting.

Q. It is stated in this letter—“ He received a letter this morning
from Harrisburg, something he promised?”

Ans. 1 recollect Mr. Read telling me he had received a letter about

something he had promised, but I never saw the letter.

Q. Do you know any fact at all which you deem material to this

Committee of Investigation ?

Ans. I do not. I desire to state before this Committee, that I was
always anxious to know who were concerned in the procuring of the

passage of resumption resolutions; and Mr. Read never named any

one to me but Mr. Southerland; and with regard to Mr. Solms and

Rrodhead, on account of a piece I saw published in the newspapers, I

desire to state, that I never had any connection in this matter with

either of those gentlemen. I wrote a few letters to Mr. Read.

Q. Did you ever ask Mr. Read about those letters? .

Ans. I never did.

Q. Are you not satisfied that Mr. Read imposed upon you and on

the Bank, by intimating in his letters that he had great influence with
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the Governor, and others here, for the purpose of procuring money
from the Bank ?

Ans. I do not like to answer the question
;

it would put me in an
unpleasant attilude, according to Mr. Read’s testimony.

Q. When you employed Mr. Reed, did you expect him to use cor-

rupt means to favor the passage of the resumption resolutions?

Ans. I had no idea of such a thing.

Q. When you were employed by Mr. Handy, did he intimate to

you that corrupt means should be used to carry the resumption reso-

lutions !

Ans. No, sir, I never knew that any person was employed, except
Mr. Read.

Q. In this letter, No. 77, “ Mr. R. has been very active,” &c. to

the end of the letter, you will please explain ?

Ans. This had reference to a meeting, as Mr. Read told me, was
to be held at the Second street house. I recollect that Mr. Goodman
and Mr. Read were conversing upon the subject of this meeting; they
used to come into the office, and as the Bank always expressed to me
that they were anxious to have the Legislature right in their favor—

Q. Was it understood that the friends of the Banks were to get up
a separate county ticket in the county of Philadelphia, in the fall, for

the election of 1840 ?

Ans. 1 had no communication with any than Mr. Handy. I told

him that I thought the friends of the Banks were getting up a ticket

lavorable to the Banks. There was a ticket. I think the ticket was
formed.

GEO. W. SOUTH.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. South he discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee do now adjourn, to meet again at

the call of the Chairman.

June 15, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Lowry, and Ewing.

Mr. Alfrkd M. Clarke, Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Repre-
sentatives, being called and sworn, testified as follows:

Q. When and how did you serve this subpoena on Daniel M. Brod-
head ?

Ans. I left a copy of this subpoena at Mr. Brodhead’s house, in

Philadelphia, last Friday a week.



128

Q. Did you make any inquiries at the time with regard to Mr.
Brodhead ?

Ans. Yes, sir; and I understood he had left the city the day after

I had left the subpoena. Several times that I inquired at his house,

they told me he was in town
;
and on Saturday the house was locked.

A. M. CLARK,
Sergedrit-at-Arms.

Mr. Peter Filbert, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840?

Ans. I was, and from Berks county.

Q. Did you vote for the passage of the resumption resolutions in

1840?
Ans. I think I did.

Q. Did you see, during that session, any person whom you under-

stood to be borers tor that Bill?

Ans. I do not recollect that any person addressed me on that sub-

ject.

Q. Do you remember to have seen Daniel M. Brodhead here at

that time?

Ans. I did.

Q. Did he ever address you on the subject of that bill?

Ans. 1 think he did not, that I can recollect. The only conversa-

tion I ever recollect to have had with him, that seemed to look suspi-

cious, was this. It was on the day that the question came up, I think

on the final passage of the bill, it was discovered that the vote was a

close one. I think the friends of the bill had four or five of a majori-

ty
;
the yeas and nays were called on every section. I think some

opponent of the bill came up to my seat, and I could not help saying

that they might as well stereotype the yeas and nays at once, for they

could not frighten us from the vote we were giving ; and immediately

after, as I sat near the lobby, I turned my head round and saw Dan’l.

M. Brodhead sitting behind me; I got up, went out to him, and think

I said to him the vote was a very close one—that the opponents of the

bill were trying to frighten some of our men oft’, and that my appre-

hension was, that some would fly
;

his reply to this as nearly as I re-

collect now, was, that I need be under no apprehensions of that kind,

that we had four or five of a majority. 1 think the vote stood 45 and

49 ; and that if it was necessary or required, a few more might be

got. There was another call of the yeas and nays, and I went back
to mv seat, and I do not recollect having any other conversation wfith

him at that time, or any time thereafter.

r
Q. Did you vote for or against the conference Bill ?

Ans. I do not recollect that now.

Q. Did you ever receive any pecuniary consideration for your
vote on the resumption resolutions, or conference Bill ?

Ans. I never did.
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Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of either of those
Bills ?

Ans. I had not.

,

Q. Do you remember any other conversation with Daniel M. Brod-
head on the subject of the Banks, except that which you have stated J

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you see Mr. Joseph Solms during that session?
Ans. I know him

; but I do not recollect seeing him at that time.

Q. Do you remember having any conversation with Mr. Solms
during that session, on that subject ?

Ans. I do not remember. I don’t think I had.

Q. Had you any business transaction of any kind with Daniel M.
Brodhead during that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you receive from him any money for any purpose what-
ever ?

Ans. I did not; not a dollar.

Q. Did you come to the possession of any money, or other valuable
thing, by finding, or in any other manner whatever, that you did not
know the source from which it came, or the object lor which it was
given ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you see Mr. Lloyd Wharton during that session, at Harris-
burg ?

Ans. Yes, sir; several times.

Q. Had you any conversations with him upon the subject of re-
sumption ?

Ans. I had.

Q. Did he appear to be anxious for the passage of the resumption
resolutions?

Ans. No
; he always wanted me to take a different course in favor

of immediate resumption.

Q. Had you any transaction with Mr. Wharton, which depended
upon the fate of that question?

Ans. No. ,

Q. Did Mr. W barton ever tell you what his business was at Har-
risb urg during that session ?

Ans. I don’t think he did.

Q. Had you any interviews with the Governor during the pendancy
of their passage?

Ans. I think I had not.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any member of the Legislature, or officer
ot the Government, having had any pecuniary or personal interest in
the passage of the resumption resolutions, or the defeat of the con-
ference Bill?

Ans. I know not the least.

BK. IN. COM. 9



Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No. I thought it was a fair, honest contest of opinion; and

after mature deliberation to carry them out, I never thought any
member had any other opinion.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any means having been employed by any
person upon the subject of legislation, for or against the passage of

any Bill which you considered improper or corrupt?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Has any person, ever told you that he knew of such means?
Ans. No.

Q. Do you know of the existence in the possession of any person

of a large quantity of notes of the Berks County Bank, during that

session?

Ans. I do not ; but heard tell of them-.

Q. Was it at that time you heard of them, or since ?

Ans. 1 think I heard of it at that time. I don’t know who it was ;

but some person at that time remarked, that Lloyd Wharton had the

Berks County Bank here.

Q. Had you any conversation during that session with Gen. Simon
Cameron ?

Ans. It is possible 1 had ; but nothing striking to recal to my recol-

lection. I don’t recollect any thing that occurred?

Q. I understand you to say very distinctly, that you had no per-

sonal interest dependant upon the fate of the resumption or conference

Bill; and that you neither directly nor indirectly received any pecu-

niary benefit on account of your vote upon those questions ?

Ans. The first branch of the question I would answer in this way :

I had none distinct or apart from any other citizen of the Common-
wealth

;
and in reply to the other, I would say that I did not.

Q. Do you know, sir, the general nature of the inquiry with which

this Committee is charged ?

Ans. Nothing more than what I saw in the subpcena.

Q. Do you know, sir, by your own knowledge, or of any othen

person, the nature of any fact which you may deem material to thi;

inquiry ? ,

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, who was the author of that piece about the

ninety-nine thousand dollars, as published in the Berks and Schuylkil

Journal ?

Ans. 1 know of no other than the editor, John S. Richards, himself

PETER FILBERT.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Filbert be discharged.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee now adjourn, to meet again at th<

call of the Chairman.
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Tuesday
, June lAth

, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Mr. Sharsvvood.

Mr. Lloyd Wharton, again called:

Q. You stated that you were at Harrisburg in 1840; was the
Cashier of the Berks County Bank here at that time?

Ans. He was not, that I recollect.

Q. Who was the Cashier?
Ans. Mr. A. F. Boas.

Q. Had the Berks County Bank, during that session, in the posses-
sion of any person at Harrisburg, any amount of its notes?

Ans. 1 had a trunk with some, deposited in the Savings Institution;
I am not certain whether in 1839, or ’40—perhaps both in ’39 and ’40.

Q. Did that trunk remain in the Savings Institution during that
session ?

Ans. It is quite probable it was there until it was removed to the
Berks County Bunk.

Q. Was it taken immediately from the Savings Institution to the
Berks County Bank ?

Ans. There was no intermediate place of deposit.

Q. Was there any individual who had charge of that trunk while
it was here during your absence ?

A. I think I left the key with Mr. Benj. Parke, with a request if I

gave him an order for money he would take it from that trunk. I

think 1 also authorized Mr. Parke to exchange if he found it conve-
nient to do so.

Q. What was the object in having Berks County Bank money here
at that time on deposit ?

A. I had intended to make exchanges of notes as opportunity of-
fered; but the Bank got into difficulties, and I don’t think any of them
were exchanged, unless a trifling amount.

Q. Do you remember having made any exchanges during that ses-
sion of the Legislature at Harrisburg?

Ans. I don’t think I made any exchanges. 1 don’t think, as far as
my recollection goes, a $1,000 were exchanged.

Q. Do you know about what amount of notes there were in that
trunk about the 1st January, 1840 ?

Ans. About $60,000. On my way to Harrisburg I brought about
$30,000 redeemed from one of the Philadelphia Banks with me.
There was a large amount, however, in the trunk.

Q. Did it receive any other additions during that session?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Can’t you remember how much you took away with you in the
trunk ?
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Ans. I discounted a note for Mr. Parke, about 8500, though I took

nearly the whole amount back again with me.

Q. Do you know whether the Bank, or any agent of the Bank,
exchanged Berks County funds or notes for funds, notes, or a draft

on any of the Philadelphia Banks during that session ?

Ans. There were no exchanges of that kind made to my knowledge

except what I have referred to.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any exchanges made by any individual,

or agent, at Harrisburg, for the Berks County Bank at that time?

Ans. I do not know of any except as referred to by Mr. Parke?

Q. Do you know of any individual, or agent, having made any ex-

changes of any other Bank funds or notes ?

Ans. I think Mr. Brodhead made an exchange at Philadelphia about

that time for the Berks County Bank notes. The transaction was with

me. During that year Mr. Brodhead must have exchanged with me
about $20,boO. [ can’t recollect the sums nor dates. I think proper

to state that Mr. Brodhead was heavily indebted to the Berks County
Bank, and exchanged paper instead of paying as he ought to have '

done.

Q. Was Mr. Boas a party to that transaction?

Ans. He was not. He only had charge of the books of the Bank
and money ?

Q. What were the terms of the exchange?
Ans. Mr. Brodhead owed $20,000 to the Berks County Bank, and

he always plead poverty; and he exchanged paper to gain time on his

account.

Q. What kind of money was it he exchanged, and was it at par?

Ans. It was partly Virginia money, and I think it was not at par;

and I am doubtful whether I took the money, and perhaps that money
was in payment of one of his notes ? I

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead tell you where he got that money from that

he exchanged with you ?

Ans. I have no recollection of his telling me where he got it?

Q. Were you privy to any arrangement for the purchase of United 1

States Bank notes at that time ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the fate of the passage of the
j

1

resumption resolutions ?

Ans. I had rio personal interest. It was my opinion at that time ;i

and I tried to impress it upon my friends, the propriety of refusing to
j

legalize the suspension.

Q. Do you know of any other person, who had any personal in-U

terest in the fate of that Bill?

Ans. I do not.
]

t

i J'

Q. Did you not know that Mr. Brodhead was employed at that

time for the United States Bank ?



Ans. I did not know; hut he had told me he never received any
money Irom the United Slates Bank. He told me, when he was
pressed to pay his notes, that he had expectations; and I hardly knew
what to believe.

Q. Do you know from him, or from any source, of any of his
transactions at that time, at Harrisburg, with any persons?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any inquiries that were made at the Berks
County Bank, of a loan to Mr. Chandler, a member of the Legisla-
ture ?

Ans. I heard that twelve hundred dollars were found in Mr. Chand-
ler’s trunk

; but he did not get them at the Bank, or through the Bank;
and I know of no inquiries.

Q. Did the Berks County Bank apply, at that time, to the United
States Bank, for any assistance?

Ans. It did
; and was refused.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Brodhead on that subject?

Ans. Yes, I had
; Mr. Brodhead assumed to have great influence

there.

Q. Do you know what the Berks County Bank were particularly
apprehensive of at that time ?

Ans. The Bank was apprehensive of its notes being discredited.

Q. Who did you negotiate that loan of two hundred thousand dol-
ilars with, for the Commonwealth?

Ans. I negotiated through Daniel M. Brodhead.

Q. Did you receive certificates in advance ?

Ans. Yes ; and we handed them over the same day to the United
States Bank.

Q. VV hat compensation did the Bank, at that time, allow D. M.
Brodhead ?

Ans. On the strength of it he received several discounts, and, I

think, on one or two occasions, no interest was charged to him.

Q. Do you know, of your own knowledge, of any fact which you
might deem material to this inquiry?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you remember of any person having told you of any fact

that he knew material to this inquiry.

Ans. I cannot recollect.

Q. Have you any letters in your possession from Mr. Brodhead?
Ans. I have not, relating to this matter.

Q. Did you know from him of any payments he had made to any
persons, or officer of the Government, during that session ?

Ans. He never told me anything, to my recollection, on that sub-
i ject, that 1 can swear to as a fact.

Q. As to the conversation— not the fact?

Ans. I cannot state any thing, that I recollect.
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Q. Can you state what inference you drew from the conversations

you had with Mr. Brodhead, as to the character of the means he was
employing to procure legislation?

Ans. My conversations with him were chiefly on the occasion of

my pressing him for money due to the Bank, and some money due to

myself; and my inference was, that he was employed by some per-

sons ; and he was getting all he could, and paying nobody ;
and that

he was influencing legislation on those subjects
;
and that he expected

to make something considerable by it; and in so far as regarded the

paying the Berks County Bank—of which I was a stockholder—his

debt, and the debt he owed me, 1 was anxious that he should make
money. I think he paid some two or three thousand dollars to the

Bank, and some to me; and since I have sued him lor the Bank.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Executive upon the subject

©f resumption, during that winter?

Ans. I think not; I don’t think 1 called upon him that session.

LLOYD WHARTON.

June 15th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, and Lowry.

Mr. John Milleu, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Senate from the county of Berks,

in 1840?
Ans. I was.

Q. Did you vote in favor of the passage of the resumption resolu-

tions of 1840 ?

Ans. I did.

Q. Had \ ou any personal interest in the passage of that law?

Ans. I had not; but I voted for it for the welfare of the Common-
wealth, as I thought.

Q. Did vou ever receive any pecuniary benefit for voting for that

BiH
,
or any other that postponed the resumption of specie payments

to a future day?
Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?

Ans. I did; I seen him often.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with Daniel

M. Brodhead during that session?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any of Mr. Brodhead’s transactions or busi-

ness during that session ?

Ans. I do not.
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Q. Had you any contract with any person whatever, which was

connected at all with the fate of the question of resumption ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you, during that session, come to the possession of any

money, either by finding, or in any other way that you did not know
the source from which it came, or the object for which it was given ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever tell you what his business was, at that

time, in Harrisburg ?

Ans. No ; I don’t think I had any conversation on that subject at

all witli Mr. Brodhead.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Executive, during that ses-

sion, on the subject of resumption ?

Ans. I do not recollect; I don’t think I had.

Q. Did you see Mr. Lloyd Wharton at Harrisburg, during that

session ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember having had any conversations with him on

that subject I

Ans. Yes, sir—though 1 do not think he was at Harrisburg when
the Bill passed ;

but l heard him say, during that session, that the

Banks ought all to break. He was here frequently.

Q. Did you make any investment in stocks, or other property, at

that time, on the supposition that that Bill would pass ?

Ans. No, sir ;
not a dollar.

Q. Do you know of any other member of the Legislature having

done so ?

Ans. No ; I do not.

Q. Do you know of any other member of the Legislature, or any
officer of the Government, having had any personal interest in that

matter?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or any officer

of the Government, at that time having had in his possession a num-
ber of notes of the Berks county or United States Banks ?

Ans. 1 do not—I never saw any for my part.

Q. Do you know Mr. Joseph Solms, President of the Moyamensing
Bank ?

Ans. I do.

Q, Had you any conversations with him on that subject during that

session ?

Ans. I don’t know that I had—I don’t recollect of any.

Q. Had you any transaction of money or business, with Mr- Solms

at that time ?

Ans. I had none.
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Q. Do you remember having been solicited by any officer of the

Government, to vote for the postment?

Ans. 1 don’t recollect.

Q. Do you know of any means having been used for the purpose

of postponing the period of resumption, which you considered im-

proper ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any such means-

having been employed ?

Ans. No, sir ; I cto not recollect.

Q. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this inqui-

ry, either of your own knowledge or from any body else?

Ans. I do not.

JOHN MILLER.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Miller be discharged. Agreed to.

Resolved
,
That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.

June 16
,
1842 .

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Penniman and Lowry.

Mr. James M. Porter, again called, testifies as follows :

Q. Do you remember in the spring of 1840, of having had any
conversation with Mr. Handy, in the city of Philadelphia, in relation

to any legislation at Harrisburg ?

Ans. When I was last under examination, I stated that I was the

President Judge of the Twelfth Judicial District, from July ’39 to July

’40; that 1 held a court here at January term, 1840, which on refer-

ence to the minutes, 1 find commenced January 20th, and ended Feb.

11th, 1840. I held an adjourned court commencing March 2d, and
ending March 6th of the same year; and the regular term commen-
cing April 20th, and ending May 2d

;
an adjourned court commencing

the 18th and ending 23d of May. I was not able, on mv former ex-

amination, to say whether I held any adjourned court between the

January and April terms, but I find upon examining the records that

I did hold an adjourned court commencing the 2d of March. In com-
ing to, and returning from the courts at January term, at the March
adjourned court, and at the April term, 1 passed through the city of

Philadelphia. I think on all those three occasions while 1 was in

Philadelphia, almost every gentleman I met with, who had any con-

cerns with the Banks, talked with me upon the subject of legislation

in relation to the currency. It was very well known that my own
opinion was decidedly in favor of giving the Banks a reasonable time
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for resuming specie payments
; that opinion had been as openly ex-

pressed, as it was honestly entertained, to be necessary for the peo-
ple who were indebted to the Banks, and who, 1 believe, would have
been ruined by legislation which would have required immediate re-
sumption at that time. Among the persons in Philadelphia who con-
versed with me on the subject, I recollect Mr. Handy; 1 had known
Mr. Handy for years; had first made his personal acquaintance some
years before, in consequence of the liberality he had extended to, and
the interest he had taken in the Lafayette College, an institution which
is considered a pet of mine. This acquaintance had ripened into an
intimacy. I had known him very well when in the Legislature, and
had visited him at his house. Of course I talked very fullv and very
freely to him upon any subject that was broached. 'He was anxious
to know what the prospect was of any relief being extended to the
Banks. I can’t distinguish any particular conversations. I stated
to him the difficulties, which in my judgment existed, from the United
States Bank being coupled with the 'other Banks; that I thought if it

were out of the question, there would be little difficulty in inducing
the Legislature to give any reasonable time to the other Banks. But
that that institution was unpopular, that the impression of the great
mass of the community was, that its charter had been improperly ob-
tained ; that I thought there would be great difficulty in getting any
law passed for their relief. I think I spoke to him also,"and ff not
to him, certainly to other gentlemen, who conversed with me on the
same subject, that I thought the Philadelphians generally did not ex-
hibit much fact in the selection of the gentlemen whom’ they usually
sent up to Harrisburg to procure legislative action upon any measures
they wanted. That if, instead of sending up stiff starched ruffle shirt
dandies, they would send up practical business men, like himself or
Mr. John R. Neff, or gentlemen of that class, they would fare much
better. In the course of these conversations, I was asked, and I feel
very confident it was by Mr. Handy, how Mr. Daniel M. B rod head
would do; it was stated that he was either friendly to the Bank or
willing to serve them, or something of that sort. I remarked in reply,
that Brodhead was a keen, shrewd, smart fellow, but what sort of
odor he was in, I was not able to state. I may be mistaken in giving
the ci

< -neral import of this conversation, in saying it was all with Mr?
Handy, for at this day, I am not able to distinguish precisely what [
said to each gentleman who spoke to me on the subject. Of one thino-
however, I feel very well satisfied, that I could not have introduced
the name ot Mr. Brodhead, for the purpose of having him employed
as a borer for the Bank.

Q. Do you remember to have called on Mr. Handy, at bis house?
Ans. I have a recollection that in one of the times I was coming to

Hairisburg, I saw Mr. Handy, and he requested me to let him know
that I "as in tbs city, as I returned home. When I returned, having
some business that called me, I think to the neighborhood of Washing-
ton square and Locust street, J thought I might save the trouble Sf
sending up to his house, and went to Mr. Handy’s house, which was
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in Portico Square, a short distance from where I was, to inform him
that I was in town. That is my present recollection of being at his

house in 1840. 1 may have been there at other times, but I don’t

recollect.

Q. Do you remember what conversation you had with him there?

Ans. 1 do not
; I am not able to distinguish particular conversa-

tions.

Q. Was any thing said at any of these times with Mr. Handy, as

to what means should be employed to procure legislation?

Ans. Not further than as I have stated.

Q. Had you any conversation about that time with Mr. Brodhead
upon the subject ?

Ans. No doubt I had conversations with Mr. Brodhead, as I have
stated, I had conversations with a number of gentlemen upon the sub-

ject of the currency.

Q. Do you remember any of the particulars of the conversations

you had with Mr. Brodhead ?

Ans. I do not, further than 1 have stated. As this conversation

was generally the same with all the gentlemen I saw; and I may add,

that I had no conversations with any, that I was not willing the whole
world should hear

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead solicit your influence to have him employed
as a borer, by the United States Bank, at that time?

Ans. He did not, that 1 recollect. I had always uulerstood from

his conversation, that he was specially in favor with that institution

;

and I had no reason to suppose that I was.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with Mr.

Brodhead, during that winter or spring?

Ans. I have answered before that I had no money transactions

with Brodhead or Mr. Handy, that had any connection with the busi-

ness of this investigation.

Q. What were the business transactions you had with Mr. Brod-

head during that winter or spring?

Ans. 1 cannot recollect any. 1 think my transactions with him
were commenced prior to the beginning of the year 1840.

Q. Was Mr. Brodhead your debtor at that time?

Ans. I think he was
;
but as this Committee is not constituted to

inquire into my private affairs, I do not think it necessary or proper

to go into a detail of them.

Q. What was the amount of the indebtedness?

Ans. I submit it to this Committee, whether I am to answer that

question.

Yeas and iNlays being called

—

Mr. Lowry voted Nay.

Mr. Pcnniman voted Yea.

Mr. Sharswood voted Yea.

Mr. Ewing voted Yea.

So it was determined in the affirmative.
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Sometime I think in the year 183? or ’39, the Pennsylvania Stale

Company, of which 1 was a large stockholder, and President, were
considerably indebted to me for advances, and in want of funds to

carry on their operations. I knew Daniel M. Brodhead to be among
monied people, and I applied to him to know where some money could
be raised

; he told me that he wanted some money too, and that if I

would give him my note he could get it discounted at the Berks County
Bank. I gave him my note for ten thousand dollars

; he got it dis-

counted. I got live thousand dollars of the money, (less the dis-

count
;) he gotthe balance 1 suppose; and he gave me his note for five

thousand dollars, the balance, which I did not get. The original note
given by me to him, is not taken up, nor is hts note to me given up;
and my note, as I understood, was discounted at the Berks Countv
Bunk.

Q. Is that the only transaction of that time remaining between you
and Mr. Brodhead, in the spring and winter of 1840?

Ans. I think so.

Q. During that spring and winter, did you receive any money,
for any purpose, from Mr. Brodhead?

Ans. I did not, excepting what was connected with the transaction
of which 1 have last spoken.

Q. Did you receive any part of the five thousand dollars raised on
that note during that time?

Ans. I think it probable I may have; I cannot speak certainly, on
account ot not having any dates or references with me to fix the time.

Q. Do you know of any money, or business transactions of Mr.
Brodhead with any body else, or any monies paid bv him durinjr
that spring or winter?

A. 1 do not.

Q. Did any body ever tell you that he knew of any money or bu-
siness transactions with Mr. Brodhead during that winter or spring.

Ans. I have no such knowledge myself. I think Dr. M‘Cie!Ian
told me that he understood Mr. Handy had purchased three houses on
Penn square, from Mr. Brodhead, for thirty-nine thousand dollars;
and the house out Chesnut street, where Mr. Handy lives, for forty-
two thousand five hundred dollars. This I understood during the
present week. I am not aware that I heard of any other transactions
of Mr. Brodhead.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the question of the postpone-
ment of the resumption ?

Ans. Yes, sir; 1 owned one share of stock in the Easton Bank,
and I thought they would be benefitted by the postponement. In addi-
tion to that, I had borrowed a good deal of money from the Banks:
and I thought it would he easier to pay them if the time of resumption
was postponed. But I think I should have entertained the same
opinion I did, if I should have owned no Bank stock, nor owed any7

*
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debts. I am very well satisfied that I never mentioned the circum-

stance of rny indebtedness, as a reason why any of those who were
to be called on to act in the matter should be in favor of the extension

of the time for resumption.

Q. Had you any contract or arrangement with any person contin-

gent upon the result of legislation upon that subject ?

Ans. 1 had not
;
and I would be pleased to know the person at

whose instance that question was asked?

Chairman replied, “At my own instance; no one suggested it.”

Q. Do you know of any person who had any arrangement or

contract with any other person contingent upon the result of legisla-

tion?

Ans. I do not.

Q.. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this in-

quiry ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Have you seen Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead since the adjournment

of the Legislature of 1S-P3 ?

Ans. I have not seen him since the adjournment.

Q. Did you receive any letters from Mr. Brodhead during that

spring and winter of 1840 ?

Ans. I think not. I am sure I received none on the subject of this

investigation; and I have no such letters in my possession, or I would

have obeyed the subpoena and brought them with me.

Q. During the winter of 1840, have you any knowledge of a con-

tract existing between Daniel M. Brodhead and the United States

Bank, to procure legislation ?

Ans. I have not, and never had.

Q. Have you ever had any knowledge, since the winter of 1840, of

any contract with Mr. Brodhead?
Ans. 1 have not.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Porter be discharged.

J. t\l. PORTER.

Agreed to.

Mr. Geo. H. Martin, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Where do you reside ?

Ans. In the city of Philadelphia.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the last session of the Legisla-

ture ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. For what purpose did you come to Harrisburg?

Ans. I came here that I might be of assistance to my friend, Mr.
Handy.

Q. Did you come to Harrisburg more than once?
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Ans. Yes, sir, twice. I might answer, by stating, that while in
Harrisburg, after coming up the first time, I returned to Philadelphia
for the purpose of obtaining certain papers for Mr. Handy—which
papers I obtained, and returned to Harrisburg.

Q. Where did you find those papers?

Ans. In Mr. Handy’s fire-proof, in his dwelling-house.

Q. Did you deliver them to Mr. Handy ?

Ans. 1 did.

Q. Had you possession of any of those papers subsequently ?

Ans. \ es, sir. On the morning that the message of the Governor,
in reference to the operations of this Committee, I was in the Hall of
of the House of Representatives, and heard that document read. 1

immediately went from thereto Mr. Handy’s room, and requested him
to give me possession of any papers having reference to the investiga-
tion then going on, that had not been submitted to the Committee, for
the purpose of having them placed in the charge of that Committee;
and referred him, as a reason, to the document that I had just heard
read in the House of Representatives. He promptly handed me the
bundle which I handed to the Chairman of this investigating Com-
mittee.

° 3

Q. During any time that those papers were in your possession, did
you take any out, or put any in ?

Ans. No, sir
; the bundle was not opened at all. I will correct this

I opened the outer envelope for the purpose of tying them round my
body

; but lound the bundle too cumbrous, and returned them to their
original envelope.

Q. Had you any conversation when you went to Philadelphia, with
any person upon the subject of your mission?

Ans. Yes, sir ; with many.

Q. Were you solicited by any one not to bring those letters ?

Ans. I was not.

Q. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this investi-
gation ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you receive any communication, while you were in Phila-
delphia, on the subject of your mission ?

Ans. I found, the morning that I went into Mr, Handy’s house, a
note laying on his dining room table, directed to Mr. Handy, sealed I
believe, from Daniel M. Brodhead, which letter I opened and read.—
The Inter merely states a desire to see Mr. Handy, and that he has
something of importance to communicate to him. I received also a
note Irom Mr. Wm. D. Lewis, Cashier of the Girard Bank, in which
reference was made to Mr. Handy.

Q. Did you see Mr. Brodhead or Mr. Lewis?
Ans. 1 did not see Mr. Brodhead ; I did see Mr. Lewis.
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Q. What was the conversation with Mr. Lewis—was it on this sub-

ject ?

Ans. Mr. Lewis’ conversation was general; he appeared to have,
and expressed much sympathy for Mr. Handy.

Q. Was any communication made to you, from any quarter, upon
the subject of these letter's?

Ans. None, sir.

Q. Did you receive any communication, at that time, connected
with Mr. Handy’s examination ?

Ans. None that 1 remember.

Q. Had you any conversation with any officer of the Govern-
ment ?

Ans. None that I remember of.

GEO. H. MARTIN.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Martin be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. John W. Nesbitt, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840?
Ans. Yes.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg, at that ses-

sion ?

Ans. I came up to settle some accounts of Mr. Geo. W. South with

Mr. Espy, the Auditor General.

Q. How long were you at Harrisburg; and at what time?

Ans. About a week ; and as near as I can recollect, the middle of
March.

Q. Did you see Mr. George Read at Harrisburg, r.t that time?

Ans. I did.

Q. Did you write any letters for Mr. Read, or at his request, dur-

ing that session ?

Ans. I did ;
according to his dictation.

[Letters here shown to Mr. Nesbitt.]

Q. Say which are in your handwriting?

Ans. Those are all in my handwriting—Nos. 78, 79, 80, 81, and

82; No. 79 is my own
;
the rest I wrote for Mr. Lead. I wrote

them, I think, at Mr. Wilson’s hotel. My own, I think, was written

up in the House.

Q. Do you know anything of Mr. Read’s transactions ?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Did you receive any compensation from any quarter ?

Ans. Never; not one cent. I paid my own bill, and all my ex-

penses.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means being used, at that session,

for the purpose of procuring legislation ?
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Ans. I do not
;
and I knew of no one being employed by the Banks;

nor was I employed, directly or indirectly.

Q. Did you see Mr. Brodhead at Harrisburg during that winter?

Ans. I never saw Mr. Brodhead, to know him
;
nor had I any com-

munication with him, either by writing or otherwise, directlv or indi-
rectly.

Q. Do you know of any money paid by Mr. George Read to any
person ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. In transcribing these letters for Mr. Read, did you write down
what he directed ?

Ans. I did
; he gave me the general purport of the letters; and he

signed some of them, I think this one, No. 80 ; the others, 1 think I
signed for him.

Q. Did Mr. Read tell you by whom, and for what purpose, he was
employed at Harrisburg?

Ans. He did not.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature having received
any pecuniary benefit, in consequence of the passage of the resump-
tion Bill?

Ans. I do not, of my own knowledge
; nor did I receive any my-

self. All the information contained in this letter, No. 79, was deriv-
ed from casual conversation with members in the rotunda—committee
rooms, and Wilson’s hotel. I never had any communication, either
verbal or written, with the Governor, about the Bill then pending be-
fore the House. And this letter, No. 79, was written by me to°Mr.
South, as a private gentleman, at his own request, without any suppo-
sition, desire or expectation, that it would ever pass into a third hand.

Q. Had you ever any conversation with Mr. Read in reference to
misrepresentations contained in his letters ?

Ans. I had not. The first intimation I had of being implicated, or
concerned in this matter, was from Mr. Read himself.

°

Q. Did he say any thing to you then about the truth or falsity of
his letters?

Ans. He did not.

Q. Did Mr. Read ever tell you that he had visited the Governor?

Ans. I don’t think he did ; I think not.

Q. When you wrote this letter, No. 8, did you suppose it to be
true ?

Ans. I did not form any supposition about it. I just wrote what
Mr. Read told me. He could not write himself; and I formed no
opinion about it.

Q. Have you any reason to suppose now that it is not true ?

Ans. I do not believe it, from the evidence of Mr. Read, which I
have read.
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Q. Had you ever any reason to think, before you read this testi-

mony of Mr. Read’s, that the letters you had written for him were

not true ?

Ans. I had no reason to think so.

Q. Who else wrote any letters for Mr. Read besides yourself ?

Ans. Mr. Read told me, when 1 was going away, that he would get

Mr. Field to write his letters for him.

Q. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this in-

quiry?

Ans. 1 do not.

JOHN W. NESBITT.
On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Nesbitt be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved
, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call of

the Chairman.

June 17?/t, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, and Ewing.

Gen. Thomas C. Miller, being called and sworn, testifies as fol-

lows:

Q. Were you a member of the Senate in 1840 ?

Ans. I was; and from the district of Cumberland, Franklin and
Adams.

Q. Did you vote for the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. I did.

Q. Did you, directly or indirectly, derive any pecuniary benefit in

consequence of that vote ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Had you any personal interest in regard to the fate of the post-

ponement of the resumption ?

Ans. None other than some stock which 1 had held for some time

previous—though I never thought of that, in making up my mind to

vote for that Bill. My whole and sole object, that influenced my vole

at that time, was, that an immediate resumption would cause a great

deal of distress
;
and l went for that measure, believing that it would

be the greatest good to the greatest number of the people.

Q. Had you any contract or arrangement v\ ith any person that

was contingent upon the late of the passage of that Bill?

Ans. 1 had not.
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Q. Did you, at any time during that year, come in possession ofany money or valuable thing, by finding, or in any other way that

tended?
001 ^ S° UrCe lr°m wllich il came

’ or chu ob
i
ect in '

f „
An
^ /

dld not was known for a length of time before that Billpassed, that I would vote for the 15th ol January.

tha?seSk,nT Mr' Danid BrodJiead at Harrisburg, during
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passaged£ Si
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Ans. I do not.
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Ans. I never did
; until since this investigation.
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conversations on with all my intelligent acquaintances, because it was
that subject on which I was called to act on as a Senator—to either

pass or negative—and upon which l thought that great benefit or great

injury might arise, not only to my constituents, but the whole com*
munity.

Q. Did you understand from him, or any body else, that he was
here acting as a borer lor the Banks'?

Ans. Rumor said that there were some borers here, and I think

it likely he was.

Q. Had you any money or business transactions with Mr. Cham-
Ders during that session ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Had you any interviews or conversations with the Executive

during that session, upon the subject of the resumption, before the

passage of the Bill?

Ans. I had—in which we conversed freely upon the subject.

Q. Did you understand him to be favorable to the Bill ?

Ans. I do not recollect as to his views as to the day fixed—the I5th

January. I’ll merely here remark, that while that Bill was under

discussion in the Senate, there were a number of days spoken of

—

some in July, October, December and January—that in any conver-

sations I had with Gov. Porter, or any of my other friends, were to

get their views upon the subject—that from the best of my recollec-

tion, David R. Porter’s expressions to me were to this effect: That it

was an extremely difficult question, and hard to determine what period

would be best lo fix for a resumption by the Banks. I don’t know
that he recommended any of the particular days fixed upon in the Bill

;

but that 1 judged that he was in favor of giving at least some time i

to the Banks, and not causing an immediate resumption as was con-

templated by one of the Bills we had before us.

Q. Do you ever remember to have met Mr. Brodhead at the Gov-
ernor’s?

Ans. I feel very certain I did not.
1

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed at that time

to procure legislation, that you considered improper?

Ans. I do not know of any improper means having been used, ex-

cept by the liberal treatment of the borers in the way of wine, sup- 1

pers, &c. I never knew of any of those gentlemen having professed 1

that as their object; but merely to create kindly feelings between

them and the members.

Q. Do you know of any offer having been made to any body of a

corrupt character, to procure legislation in reference to that subject?

Ans. I do not.

$11

83 !

Q. Did any person tell you that he knew of any corrupt means, or

offer of the kind?
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Ans. No, sir. It was, though, rumored at the time, that men werewaiting the passage of the Bill for the purpose of speculating in stocks-but I knew o I no persons that were so engaged.

inv?stigadon7
^ °lher^ wh ‘ch you deem materia» to this

Ans. I do not.

T. C. MILLER.

Mr. William Field, being called again, testifies as follows:
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‘ * h 8

Ans. I do not now remember what was in those letters. Generallythej were about his own business, with something added as to the
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Q. Did you ever write any letter or letters to him on this subject?
Ans. 1 don’t think I ever did. He was generally here at that timeI think he went down once and requested me to write to him to comeup. Pie wanted an excuse to come up Perhans if I o00 ti
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of the kind it will refresh my memory. y hing
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Ye% 1 to,d 1 bad understood he had received one thousand dollars from the United States Bank for his services. He T'nted it and told me that he never had received a dollar. He was at

) house last Monday, and gave me to understand the same thino-,
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Q. Was any thing said on the subject of the letters you had writ-

ten for him 1

Ans. I asked him about the letters, whether he had seen or read
them. He said he had seen but not read them

; but that he did not

recollect, and did not know what was in them.

Q. Did he say anything about the truth or falsity of what he
wrote ?

Ans. I don’t know that he did ; but I suppose he wanted to get

money by it; and that he and South wanted to speculate in stocks,

that he seemed so anxious.

Q. At the time you wrote the letters for him, had you any reason

to believe that what he wished written, were misrepresentations?

Ans. I rather disputed his word, and wanted to know where he got

his information from, and he told me only to write as he desired;—he

said it was a matter between him and Mr. South; and when I wanted
to know where he got his information, he would tell me “ lie got it,

and that was enough.”

Q. Had you any business, or money transactions with Mr. Read
during that session?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any of his business or money transactions

with any person during that session?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Did you yourself, or do you know of any person having re-

ceived any money from him for any other purpose?

Ans. I did not myself, nor do I know of any person else. I con-

sidered that he had a good office in Philadelphia, where he was of no
use, and wanted to have some excuse to pass his time at Harrisburg.

Q. Do you know whether he ever went to see the Governor 1

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know any thing of any transactions of D. M. Brod-

head, of money or business, during that winter?

Ans. No, I do not. I saw him a few times at his room, at Buch-

ler’s.

Had you any conversation with him on the subject of the resump-

tion ?

Ans. I do not remember that 1 bad. He generally had company
with him at his room, with plenty to drink, and segars.

Q. Did you ever see any of the officers of the Government at Brod-

head’s room?

Ans. I may; but do not now recollect.

Q. Did you make, or order to be made, any speculations in stock,

for your benefit?

Ans. Not any.

Q. Had you any personal interest of any kind, in the fate of the

resumption Bill?
'
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,

A « s- I Jad not, beyond a small note in the Dovlestown Bank
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i b“t it had no effect
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Mr?South?°
U kn0W °f his havinS g‘ven any person else an order on

nav r,ftvV!lu
n0t

/ J
renaen

l
b? 1

;
his haviRS written to Mr. South to

J • y iilty dollars to his wife, for family purposes.

cn2' tn

h
tL

y
?
U any COnversations with lhe Executive, in refer-<^ce to the tune of resumption, previous to the introduction of that

Julv^’thn^'l [
I

,

is °pinion about the time he told me, was June oruly that he had had a conversation with Mr. M‘Keen, who thought

SS "Tk !

he B“ l

;

s CouM "*“"*• "M .11 the convert83 i°n 1 had with him on the subject.

understand from any person at Harrisburg, at that-me, that there were any speculations in stocks?
Ans. No, sir; not at that time.

bundle of letters here shown.)

!iandwrhme
tke g°°dneSS t0 l0°k °V6r theS6 IettCrs

’ and say whose
O *

Ans. fhese, numbered 94, 95, 90, 97 98 99 99 .

9i
- * 89

’ ZZZ
Q. Look at this paper attached to No. 72?

to fn mJfl°
0k8 iikemy handvvnting

; and that is the note I alluded

to comcMip.
examinatIon

> When be re9ues£ed me to write to him

Q. What did you mean in the note by saving « It will he no m ;ryou are not here.”
J y be no S°> »

Ans. I have no recollection of what subject that was on We hadS

°Z1
0
;
h“, l,"le ma,ters

- bM impression is, ,h“ h, wshed’o

hi "office

‘™ COm° Up
’ tbat ,la m‘S bt h“- - excuse feS"

Q. What other little matters had you?

rela£ L'SlZ"'*
1 "’ h“' but ,h^ ”»*W»g «

sem ?

D° y0U remember by whom and how <ba ‘ scrap of paper was

Ans. I do not know, but suppose it was torn from a letter • I can

himK ^ * whi

Q. Do I understand you to say, that you did not know that Mrd was not here as a borer during that session ?
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A ns. I did not know, other than by his requesting me to write
these letters.

Q. From what he told you to write, did you or did you not infer

that he was employed by the Banks, or some other person ?

Ans. No, sir; my impression was that his intention was, (having
money in his office,) to buy stock.

Q. In letter No. 85, “There are several men here working for the

Banks,” &c. Did you ask Mr. Bead to explain that?

Ans. I don’t know that I did ; he would ask me to write for him,
and write as he said. ] have no recollection of asking him to explain

any thing about it.

Q. I’ll ask you the same question in relation to this passage in

letter No. 87, “ Once for all, if 1 cannot get the matter settled accor-

ding to my notion,” &c. ?

Ans. I must give the same answer; I have no recollection of it.

Q,. Look at this last paragraph of letter No 91, “ We are going to

work at the Senate bill,” &c. &c. ?

Ans. 1 have no recollection of it, and I did not ask Mr. Read who
his man was.

Q. Letter No. 94, “ I wish you to forward this immediately,” &c.

Ans. I suppose it might have been the money that he wished South
to give his wife; I did not ask him what the proper place was.

Q. Letter 95, “ I am doing all I can to have it passed, as I know it

will be of great benefit to a certain Bank?”
Ans. I did not ask him what Bank.

Q. You say you did not know that he was acting in behalf of any
of the Banks

?

Ans. I did not, excepting by these letters ; and I expected his object

was to buy stock.

Q. Was any proposition made to you by any person to speculate

in stocks ?

Ans. No ; I had no money of my own, and did not know that there

was any money afloat.

Q. If you wish to explain one of your former answers, you can
now do it ?

Ans. My impression now is, that that $50 Read wished South to

pay his wife, was sent by Read himself in letter No. 90; I am not

certain as to the amount, whether it was $ 20 or $ 50.

WM. FIELD.
On motion,

Hesolved, That Mr. Field be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Geo. W. Barton, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg in the winter and spring of 1840 ?

Ans. I was in Harrisburg repeatedly during that session..
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Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session !

Ans. Yes, sir; [ remember seeing him frequently, sometimes in
the street, and sometimes in the lobby of the Senate and House of
Re presentatives.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Brodhead, in reference to

\vhat his business was at Harrisburg?O
Ans. Not a word. The only conversation I had with him, was

exchanging the ordinary salutations of the day.

Q. Did you understand from any other source, sir, what his busi-
ness was at Harrisburg?

Ans. I never did. I never made any inquiry, and never received
any information upon the subject. From what I knew of Mr. Brod-
head, I took it for granted that he was here as what is called a borer,
but I did not know for what.

Q. Do you know of any of Mr. Brodhead’s money or business
transactions during that session ?

Ans. I do not, neither during that session, before or since.

Q. Did you see Mr. Joseph Solms, President of the Moyamensing
Bank, here, during that session?

Ans. My impression is that I did, but I am not positive.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Solms upon the passage
of the resumption bill ?

Ans. I do not remember that I had any conversation with him upon
any subject.

e

Q. Did you see Mr. Ellis Lewis at Harrisburg during that session?
Ans. Yes, I did.

Q. Do you remember having had any conversation with him upon
the subject of resumption ?

Ans. I do not; I conversed frequently with Judge Lewis on vari-
ous subjects.

Q. Did you ever write a letter to Mr. Lewis on the subject, or of
the proceedings of the Legislature in reference to it?

Ans. I never wrote a letter to Judge Lewis on any subject in my
life.

J

Q. Do you remember having written a letter or letters to William
D. Lewis, of Philadelphia, in reference to the proceedings of the Le-
gislature on the Bank question ?

Ans. I remember once writing a letter to William D. Lewis, upon
a matter in which I had been professionally employed by him, wholly
unconnected with the question of resumption

; and I think it not un-
likely that I may, in the course of that letter, have expressed some
opinion as to the probable fate of the resumption bill

; although I have
no recollection that I did say a word upon that subject; this°was dur-
ing the session of 1840.
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Q. Do you remember having communicated the fact to any person
that you had written such a letter ?

Ans. Ido not; and it had entirely escaped my own recollection,

until I understood that my name was introduced into one of the letters

given in evidence before the Committee, as the writer of a letter to

Mr. Lewis. At first I understood that it was a letter from me to

Judge Lewis; and subsequently, f understood that it was to Mr.
William D. Lewis. I then remembered that I had once written to

him as I have mentioned. I would here mention, that the business of
the letter which I wrote to Mr. Lewis, was in regard to the prosecu-

tion of a case for passing counterfeit money, in which 1 had been
some time before employed by him as prosecuting counsel.

Q. Do you know from any source whatever, of any offer to pro-

cure the influence or vote of any person during that session, in refer-

ence to legislation on the Bank question ?

Ans. I have no knowledge whatever of the kind.

Q. Had you yourself any personal interest whatever, in the ques-

tion of the result of the passage of a law by the Legislature, in regard

to specie payments?

Ans. Not the most remote, either directly or indirectly.

Q. Do you know of any body at Harrisburg during that session

who had, either a member of the Legislature, or other person?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any means having been employed at Harris-

burg, that winter, which you consider corrupt or improper ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this inves-

tigation ?

Ans. I do not. I have no personal knowledge, nor have I, at any
time, received information from any person or persons of any facts

such as this question embraces. I had expressed a desire to be sub-

poenaed, as I had understood that my name was introduced, in the

manner already mentioned, in the correspondence given in evidence;

and if I had not been subpoenaed, I had intended addressing a letter

to the Chairman of this Committee, requesting to be.

G. YY. BARTON.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Barton be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Henry Myers, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Senate in 1840 ?

Ans. I was
; and from the district composed of Montgomery, Ches-

ter and Delaware.

Q. Did you vote in fayor of what were called the resumption reso-

lutions of 1840 ?
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Ans. I did
; and gave my reasons openly, in the Senate, for so do-

mg.

Q. Did you ever receive any pecuniary benefit in consequence of
that vote?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of any Bill, in
reference to the resumption of specie payments ?

Ans. I had not. My action upon that Bill was not induced by any
promise, fear, or reward

; but we had had a Bank Bill durino- the ses-
sion of 1840, about which there was much difficulty, and diversity- of

! °P,mon to its provisions. The two branches disagreed upon the
>ill. A committee of conference was appointed, who reported fixing

|

the day of resumption to October of that year, and introducing pro-

|

visions that had not been introduced in eiiher branch. That report
wa3 rejected, and we were left just where we commenced. I, for one,
thought I had discovered, by our tardy action, and having the matter
under discussion so long, neither the Banks or the people knowing
what to depend upon, or what to expect from the Legislature, busi?
ness was paralysed, and it was high time that there was definite ac-
tion upon the subject

; and more than that, that the Treasury was
empty

; no tax law in operation to produce a revenue; and the do-
mestic creditors pleading in our lobbies. I voted for the resumption
resolutions introduced by Mr. Bell, as the best we could c/et in a rea-
sonable time. And I will further slate, that I felt myself fully justifiedm my vote, by memorials that were forwarded to me for presentation
from my immediate constituents, and are still on file, remonstrating
against what they styled a premature resumption of specie pay ments?

lose remonstrances were signed by the most prominent men in my
county

; such as Judge Engle, George Leiper, Samuel M. Leiper, Da-
vid Lyons, and some 220 others, chiefly prominent men of the Demo-
cratic party. I would here state that I was not aware of any attempt,

° r aSeut f

'

01' tlie Banks, to procure corrupt legislation.
lth t,ie m®n l *iat have made conspicuous in the controversies

that have taken place in regard to this investigation, Daniel M. Brod-
hend, Mr. Solms, Mr. Handy, or George W. South, I had no conver-
sation whatever on the subject

; there was Mr. John White, who was
said to be one of the committee from the Banks, and Mr. John NaMee
1 had several conversations on the subject, without any attempt on
their part, to offer pecuniary consideration to any one who would'

.

r tho Bill They showed a great anxiety that the time of resump-
11011 should be put off to the 15th January.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhcad here, during that session 1

Ans. I think I saw him here then, but had no intercourse with him
whatever not but what we were on friendly terms. I had some
intercourse with him in relation to some appointments, about the time
ot Gov. Porter s election.

Q. Had you any money or business transaction with Mr. Bredhead
or oolms, during that session ?
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Ans. 1 never had but once a monied transaction with Mr. Brod-
head ; at which time he exchanged a 8100 Berks county note for me.
I had borrowed some money from the Berks county Bank—8300

—

for special purposes, in the spring of 1840. And 1 got some Berks
county money in payment from the Treasury,

Q. Was that transaction at Harrisburg?

Ans. It was through Lloyd Wharton I gave him the note
;
and he

procured the money for me. But that, nor any other transaction, had
any influence on my vote. 1 paid the whole of that note since. On
the subject of the resumption, I don’t think I had any conversation

with Mr. Wharton. It was in Philadelphia that I exchanged the 8100
note with Brodhead; I met him accidentally at the time. I never had
any monied transaction with Mr. Brodhead in Harrisburg.

Q. Do you remember what kind of notes he gave you in exchange
for the Berks county note 1

Ans. I do not. It strikes me it was subsequent to the extra ses*

sion, in June or July.

Q. Had you any arrangement, or contract with any person, which
was contingent upon the fate of the passage of the Bill !

Ans. I had not ; and would have spurned any offer of the kind.

Q. Do you know of any such arrangement or contract with any
other person ?

Ans. I do not of my own knowledge—but rumors.

Q. Did any person tell you that he knew ?

Ans. I cannot recollect any particular person.

Q. Did you make any speculations in stocks ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know of any others who were at Harrisburg, during

that session, who were engaged in the purchase or sale of any stocks !

Ans. I do not.

Q, Do you know of any corrupt offers in any way?
Ans. I co not.

Q. Did you, during that session, come to the possession of any
money, bv finding, or in any way that you did not know the source

from which it came?
Ans. I did not,

Q, Were you ever at Mr. B redhead’s room during that session

?

Ans. I was not, as I recollect.

Q, Had you any conversation on the subject of resumption with

the Executive, during that session, prior to the passage of the Bill ?

Ans. I had several conversations with him.

Q. What were those conversations ?

Ans. It seemed to be his wish that the Legislature should have a

definite action on the subject
;
he himself fixed no day, but said that

a month, one way or the other, was not a matter of much importance;

so it was finally determined.



155

Q. (By Mr. Lowry.) Had you any conversation with the Governor,

other than what you would be willing the world should hear?

Ans. I had not ; and would be willing at any time to proclaim it

to the world.

Q. Had you any conversation with him on the subject of Mr. Bell’s

amendment?
Ans. It was while Mr. Bell’s amendment was pending, that he said

it was not a matter of importance whether it was a month sooner or

later, so the question was decided.

Q. Did he, or did he not, approve of the general features of the

amendment ?

Ans. I do not know whether he did or not ;
the conversation was

more as to time, and his answer there I have given.

[Mr. Lowry objects to questions of this character. He considers

it evincing a great anxiety to procure something from the witness to

implicate the Executive.]

Q. Did or did not Gov. Porter solicit you to vote for the resump-
tion resolutions ?

Ans. He did say, on one occasion, that I had better vote for Bell’s

amendment, to settle the question, than to have the matter pending.

It is not what we want, but it will settle the question.

Q. Do you know from any source, or in any way, of any means
having been used at Harrisburg which you considered corrupt or im-

proper ?

Ans. Not more so in relation to the Banks, than the coal com-
panies, &c., which was the usual treating of wine drinking or sup-

pers.

Q. Do you know any other fact than what has been stated, which
vou deem material to this investmation ?
V O

Ans. I think I do not.

HENRY MYERS.
On motion.

Resolved, That Mr. Myers be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee now adjourn to meet again at the

call of the Chairman. Agreed to.

June 18th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry and Penniman.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee adjourn, to meet again at the call

of the Chairman. Agreed to.
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Jutie 20th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood and Penniman.

Capt. Thomas Hayes, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg?

Ans. I came up at t tie request of Capt. Naglee, to assist him in

having a law passed for t lie Trenton Railroad Company.

Q. Were you employed, or requested to net while here, in behalf
of any of the Banks ?

Ans. I was not employed directly. I assisted in having the law-

passed as a general benefit.

Q. Did you receive any compensation for your services, from the

United States Bank

?

Ans. About that time, I received about five hundred dollars, though
for other services, having performed some trips to the South and to

England, for the Bank?

Q. Were you furnished by the Bank with any money during that

session, other than the five hundred dollars you refer to?

Ans. No, sir
;
neither directly nor indirectly.

Q. Do you know of any other person having been furnished with

money by the Bank of the United States at that time?
Ans. Indeed, I do not.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with any
member, or officer of the Government, during that session?

Ans. None.

Q. Do you know of any other person who had?
Ans. No, sir

;
I do not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?

Ans. I think I saw him once.

Q. Do you know of any of Daniel M. Brodhead’s transactions at

I larrisburg ?

Ans. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Did you know who was here attending to the interests of the

Bank?
Ans. 1 did not.

Q. You are said in the letters to have had charge of Col. M ‘El wee
of the Mouse. Did you at any time during that session, or sub-

sequently, present or loan any money, or valuable thing, to Col.

M-Ehvee?
Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know of any other person who did?

Ans. I do not.
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Q. Do you know of any money or business transactions of his
with any body during that session ?

A ns. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means having been employed at
Harrisburg, during that session, by the Banks?

Ans. I do not, of my own knowledge; but rumors which I have
heard since.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew?
Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know of any offer or proposition by any one employed
of corrupt means, during that session?

’

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you any letters or documents in your possession of that
session, relating to the passage of that law ?

Ans. No, sir; nor did I ever receive any.

Q. Had you ever any conversation with Daniel M. Brodhead or
Joseph^Solms, during that session, about the passage of that Bill?

Ans. I had not; I think I once met Mr. Solms, but had no con-
versation in particular, that left any weight upon my mind.

Q. Do you know any fact, of your own knowledge, that you deem
material to this inquiry ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you use any influence with Col. M'Ehvee?
Ans. [ did not. I even did not know when the Bill came up how

he was going to vote; and never had but a general conversation on
the subject with him.

Q. Were you here when the resumption resolutions became a law ?

Ans. Yes, sir, I was.

Q. How soon afterwards did you return home?
Ans. Immediately

; I went home by any extra car.—Gen. Cameron
Mr. Brodhead and Mr. Read, went with me.

Q. Do you remember the object in going down in an extra car ?

Ans. Yes; my object was to give the information to the Bank
of the United States, that it might go out by the next steamer to
England.

Q. Do you recollect any conversation you had with those ffcntle-
rnen in the cars?

Ans. I do not; except that they intended speculating in stocks?
Q. ^ ou have stated that you was not employed by the Bank of the

L'nited States
; what was your object of giving them this early infor-

mation ?

Ans. I thought it would be of great benefit to them.

Q. Had you any conversations with James Bell, on the subject of
his amendment?

Ans. I had not.
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Q. Had you any conversations with Messrs. Lee, Lyons, and
George, members from tiie county of Philadelphia, on the same
subject ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Did you go to Philadelphia during the pendancy of those Reso~
lutions ?

Ans. It is probable I did, but not for that purpose particularly.

Q. Did you ever go to Philadelphia for any purpose connected with

any temporary loan to the Commonwealth?
Ans. I did not.

Q. Had you, when in Philadelphia, any conversation with any of-

ficer or Director of the Bank of the United States, during the pendan-

cy of the resumption resolutions?

Ans. I don’t know that I had; I may have gone to them and told

them of my views on the subject, but I do not recollect of any parti-

cular conversations.

Q. Were you ever the bearer of any letters or package from any
officer or Director of the Bank of the United States, to any person at

Harrisburg ?

Ans, No, sir.

THOS. HAYES.
On motion.

Resolved, That Mr. Hayes be discharged. Agreed to.

Afternooyi Session*

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, and Ewing.

Dr. Isaac IIottenstein, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840 ?

Ans. Yes, sir, I was, and from the county of Union.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions?

Ans. It appears to me, as near as I can recollect, that I voted in

favor of the second division of said resolutions.

Q. Did you ever receive, or were you ever promised any thing for

that vote ?

Ans. I did not, either directly or indirectly, and never was prom-

ised anything.

Q. Do you remember having seen Daniel M. Brodhead here at that

session, 1840?
Ans. I do not, nor did I hear of him until this investigation was

spoken of.

Q. Do you know anything of Mr. Brodhead’s money or business

transactions during that session?

Ans. I do not.



159

Q. Had you any arrangement or contract with any person, contin-
gent upon the fate of the passage of that bill?

Ans. I had not
; my votes were given by my own judgment

; the
resolution that did pass, I was not satisfied with, but voted for it on-
account of not being able to get any thing better; and I think by ex-
amining the Journals, you will find, I uniformly voted for the earliest
day for resumption, which 1 then considered the Banks would be able
to do, and resume.

Q. Do you know of any other person having any contract or ar-
rangement with any person which was contingent upon the fate or.

passage of that bill?

Ans. I do act.

Q. Did you make any investments in stocks during that winter,,
either directly or indirectly?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know of any members or officers in any department of
the Government, who did?

Ans. I never understood of any.

Q. Did you know of any person attending here on behalf of the
Banks ?

Ans. There were a great many persons in town, and perhaps some
who were Bank borers, but I can name none.

Q. W as Judge Burnside here during that session ?

Ans. He was.

Q. Can you name any persons whom you thought were particu-
larly active at that time?

Ans. I cannot
; I met a great many persons w'ith W'hom I had con-

versations, but such as strangers would speak of.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of that bill ?

Ans. I had not; I owned no Bank stock, and of course had no
interest.

Q. Did you ever, during that session, come to the possession of any
money or valuable thing, by finding?

7

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Was it a common talk at that time at Harrisburg, that corrupt
means were being used ?

1

Ans. There was such talk among a class of people
; those who

were opposed to the bill.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor on that question
during that session ?

Ans. 1 had not on that subject; I was often at his house, but could
seldom find him alone

; there were continually strangers with him.

Q. Do you know in any way of your own knowledge or otherwise,
of any corrupt means having been used at Harrisburg during that
session !

6

Ans. I do not.
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Q. Did you vote against the tax bill at the extra session?

Ans. I think I did.

Q. Do you remember ever telling any one that you were willing to

vote for a reconsideration of that question ?

Ans. There was a certain something mentioned by some of the
members, but who they were I cannot name at this day ; but it was
named in this way: that it was to propose a certain amendment which
I thought would be wholesome. I think it was Mr. Hegins, from
Huntingdon, who made the motion to reconsider, and I seconded that

motion—we berth having voted in the majority before. After the bill

was before the House, it did not receive the alteration that I expected
it would, and for that reason, I voted against it a second time.

Q. Do you Know any fact which you deem material to this inves-

tigation, further than what you have stated?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Bell about his amendment?

Ans. Upon that subject, ] do not recollect that I had any conversa-

tion with him.

ISAAC HOTTENSTEIN.
On motion,

Resolved

,

That Mr. Hottenstein be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Lewis S. Conyell, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg at that time?

Ans. I came to get a law for the Hazleton Coal Company, and a

law for a Lock Manufacturing Company.

Q. Did you pass through Philadelphia on your route to Harris-

burg ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you any conversation with any of the officers or Directors

of the Bank of the United States, on the subject of resumption ?

Ans. Yes, sir; I saw Mr. Dunlap, President; our conversation

turned upon that subject. He seemed adverse to saying much. I

told him that 1 was going up, and that my feelings were with the sus-

pension party
;

that we had had a county meeting, and instructed our

representatives to that effect
; that while there, 1 was willing to unite

my effort to produce the suspension law, provided there was no bribery

or corruption in the case. I told him that if Daniel M. Brodhead was
sent there to manage, I’d have nothing to do with

; that I believed

that Brodhead, Thad. Stevens and others, raised the devil in the most

hideous form they could, and then they paid them for laying him.

—

He affected an entire indifference whether the law was carried or not.

He said the Legislature might do as they pleased ; that they had

made a fair representation of what was required, and they would do
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no more. And as to Brodhead, that he had as poor an opinion of himas I had, and that he would get nothing from them. I saw Mr r

the general oond t™
7 P° V

;'
C1' t0

f
arry that law

’ believ‘»g it was for

=£E~BSStaasta!:

recollect of meeting Mr Bro’dl e
U1 affirmative- 1 don’t

balanceofSeSn .nKT. ,* lvas here d"™g Aa
during that time.

* . w uas passed, and used all vigilance

Stales ffir JZ’Sl’cesT
COmPensati°" from •>» Bank of the United

Ans. No, sir.

Q- By whom were your expenses paid ?

Ans. By myself.

of BrodhMd '

s—*

«

Ans. No, sir
; not further than I have stated ,

Judge Donelson^ Thonms^h^ters^Wniliam^^^res^^d*

6

^67^^^

Chamhets' mem, ader , tatfflEw^g
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’ for the Lock company,tiad passed. It had no connection with the resumption law.
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ment by which, if $4,000 was paid at once, the columns of the Re-

porter could be had to promote the passage of the law
;
the money

was to be sent in a draft to Judge Lewis. Mr. Ingham replied first,

and said that if there was any thing of this sort goina on, he would
have nothing to do with the matter, nor give his influence to favor the

passage of the law. I said so likewise. Judge Donelson said that he

did not believe there was a word of truth in the matter
;
and he was

requested to go to the Reporter office, and see if he could elicit any
evidence of the fact ;—he returned, and said he could ascertain no evi-

dence whatever. While he was gone, either Mr. Ingham wrote, or

Chambers' wrote as Ingham dictated, a reply to this letter from Judge

Ellis Lewis ; and I can’t recollect the words of the reply, but it was
a prompt declination. Judge Lewis went to Philadelphia the same
afternoon; when he returned, I can’t remember. I don’t know how
long he was gone, but he stayed, I think, one day here.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any corrupt means having been
employed, other than you have mentioned ?

Ans. I have not, except a conversation I had with Lloyd Wharton;
which was to leave the Bank of the United States out of the law. I

told him I knew no distinction in the Banks— 1 went for the people, and
that I believed the United States Bank was as much entitled to this

law as any of the other Banks. He said he could make a great deal

of money by the operation—that was to buy and sell on time. I told

him I would as soon have my right arm cut off as to have any thing

to do with such an operation. He said if the Berks county Bank had
to fail, the Bank of the United States should fail also.

Q. Other than you have stated, have you any knowledge of any
corrupt means having been used, or offered to have been used ?

Ans. No, sir, none whatever.

Q. Do you know of any investments of stock, at that period, by
any members of the Legislature or officer of the Government?

Ans. I do not, except the conversation with Lloyd Wharton.

Q. Had you any conversations, during that session, with the Gov-
ernor in reference to the resumption ?

Ans. Frequent— 1 cannot recollect. He was anxious, like the rest

of us, that the Bill should pass, and we conferred frequently on the

subject.

Q. Do you remember having seen Joseph Solms here, during that

session ?

Ans. I think I did.

Q. Do you know of any of his doings at Harrisburg that session?

Ans. No, sir ; I do not know what his business was here.

Q. Do you know any other fact which you deem material to this

investigation ?

Ans. I do -not recollect. I am sure I know7 of no monied transac-

tions or corruptions of that sort.
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Q- What induced you to make that inquiry before the parties!

know’t'he ,7,1,

"' °f “"d Was , "orllli '-J. I was determined to

Q. How did that mortify you ?

A ns. I had a very poor opinion of Daniel M. Brodhead.
Q. Have you heard any corruption in the case?
A ns. I have not. I have no idea that there was.
Q. How came it in your conversation with Mr. DunlaD thatput . . provtso, .. that if there was no corruption in the matter

corraptlrri^r
1**” adm:"ed ' hat lhere had been briba'yand

Q‘ ^ ou stated that the Governor was like all of vm, e c
the passage of the bill-was .ha, Ml"“ill?

y°U ’
‘n faVOr

Ans. Yes, sir. It was Bell’s amendment.

n ..
LEWIS S. CORYELL.On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Coryell be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

of
,hiS C°m '"i,,ee adi0l’rD

’ 10 m« “S™ « the c«n

r, . .
June 21st, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment :

Present Messrs. Sharswood and Penniman.

.ows?
A*UEt Strohkcker

’ called and sworn, testifies as fob

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840 ?
Ans. I was, and from the county of Centre.
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Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions that were

passed that session ?

Ans. I voted against them. I always went in for the earliest day

for resumption.

Q. Do you remember, at the extra session, whether you voted for

or against a Bank bill before the House for the 15th of January ?

Ans. I do not remember what my vote was.

Q. Had you any proposition or offer made you from any quarter

during that session in reference to your vote on that question ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Had you any contract, or arrangement, or offer of any kind,

with any person that was contingent upon the passage of that bill?

Ans. 1 had not.

Q. Did any person ever say to you that money might be made in

the event of the passage of that bill?

Ans. No, sir; not by any body in the Legislature—nothing of the

kind, and no way pointed out at all.

Q. Did you ever give a promise, or express a desire, to vote for

the resumption resolutions?

Ans. I did not ; I always voted for the earliest day, which my
votes will show,

Q. Did Mr. Petriken, directly or indirectly, attempt to influence

your opinion or vote on the subject of the resumption resolutions; or

did he at any time suggest, that you ought to vote against an imme-
diate resumption by the Banks?

Ans. He never did.—Mr. Petriken roomed with me; and in any
conversations we had, he always agreed with me in the earliest day
for resumption.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor on the subject

of Mr. Bell’s resolutions?

Ans. No, sir ; not a word. 1 had no conversation with the Gover-
nor at all.

Q. Had you any conversation with Judge Burnside, or Samuel R.
Wood ?

Ans. 1 had not on that subject. 1 think I saw Mr. Wood here;

but can’t recollect that Judge Burnside was here during that time.

—

They were frequently here during the winter.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?

Ans. I did. I saw him about Buehler’s several times.

Q. Did he ever speak to you on the subject of that Bill ?

Ans. He did not.

Q. Do you know any thing of Mr. Brodhead’s doings here, during
that session?

Ans. I do not
; excepting that he was thought to be a borer at that

time for the Banks.
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«~Sson evi!1
'

,e" you ,hat he knew any thi”« °f

Ans. No, sir.
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r mer"ber of the Legislature tell you, during that sessionthat he had, or could make money by the passage of that Bill ?
’

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know sir, of any person at Harrisburg who had anypersonal interest in the passage of that Bill ?
^
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k”?w ’ sir
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; but we could not account for it in what way.
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Ans. I do not, whatever.

Q. Did you vote for or against the tax bill, at the extra session?
Ans. 1 voted against the tax bill ?

tir u'Hv -rmbe
:',

ha
ri

n- VOted for a ^consideration on thenist tax bill, which was killed ?

£„“.
ame" dn,“‘ in °r Mr - Bai^ °f Chester- a

JLy offej-T

gi,e V°'C f°‘' a“y or from any pe.

ami"dmem.
id ”*-*** for *" P“ r'’°se <* Mr. Bailey's

SAMUEL STROHECKER.
Un motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Strohecker be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. James Henry, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840?
Ans. I was

; and from Crawford county.

Q- Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. I voted for the latest day of resumption.

h^ f^ y°U SVer promised
>
or did you receive any pecuniarybenefit for the vote you gave on that subject ?

' 7

Ans. No, sir—never.

Q. Did any person ever make you any offer on that subject ?
Ans. No, sir.
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Q. Did any person point out to you how money might be made by
the passage of that Bill !

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Had you any contract or arrangement with any person, con-

tingent upon the fate of the passage of the Bill ?

Ans. No, sir, I had not. The reason l gave that vote, I thought if

we would compel immediate resumption we would not be able to get

money to carry on our improvements, and 1 voted lor the latest day.

Q. Do you know of any person, or officer of the Government, who
had any contract or arrangement with any person dependant upon
the fate or passage of that Bill ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any personal interest in that question ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know of any other member who had ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Was there any talk or conversation at Harrisburg, at. that time,

that corrupt means were being used?

Ans. I never heard any.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session ?

Ans. I don’t know him—if I seen I don’t recollect him—I never

was introduced to him.

Q. Do you know of any persons being here who were thought to

be borers for the Banks during that session?

Ans. 1 often heard there were borers here; but who they were, I

do not recollect or know.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor on the subject ?

Ans. Never.

Q. Do you know from anv source, or any quarter, of any means
having been at that time used, which ou consider corrupt or impro-

per?

Ans. No, sir
; i do not know any thing about it.

Q. Did vou ever receive any present, Ion i, or payment of money
from any gentleman with whom you had any conversation on the

subject ?

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Did you ever come to the possession of anv mon^y, or any
valuable thing, by finding, or in any way that vou did not know the

source from which it came, or the object intended ?

Ans. 1 did not, in any way whatever.

Q. D'd any body ever tell you that he knew of any corrupt means
having been emoloved ?

Aus. N >, sir.
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Ans. I do not know any thing at all.

On motion,
,AMES HENRY -

Resolved, That Mr. Henry be discharged. Agreed to.
Committee adjourned.

June 2\st, 3 o’clock, P. M.
Committee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharsvvood, Penniman, Ewing, Lowry and Deiord.
Mr. John C. Bovd, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 1
Aus. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg?
Ans. 1 was on my wav home from Philadelphia,°and f felt verydesirous that the resumption of specie payments by the Banks should

tLu the r 1? a
o [
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the' Bi l l ‘h

n,,ng
’ r

nh a View of S^'ing him to vote forthe .ml I called at his room the same evening [ arrived, f stated

subject ^
m

‘
V V,8, '\ and the Swat solicitude [ felt on thesuhj,ct. I urged lum to vote tor the Bill, on the ground that it wouldbe a general advantage to the Banks, as well as individuals who had

i 131 ‘ arge d"b s. I stated to him that many, very manv of hisov. n personal friends, who were indebted to the West Branch Bank

pTnui ntv
gr 7 mTd

?
m

’ and that as a matter ofpopulantv, I conceived it would be proper for him to vote for the Bill.
f

-

C°Uld '° ** Wm to become favor,

evening Ld he a
commiUee we^ to meet in his room that

tha he’wm' T ,

S! m° af 1,1 0U the SLd^t- i was of opinion

i b I sm r f Y k‘, ln f
aroror the Bill from that interview.

L I
“

,

,, 'Crv ‘ews w, ‘h him, and ^ys urged the same ami-
era I cailed °“ a number of my friends to get them to calf onCol. Fleming, ,n order to influence his vote.

Q. Had you any conversation with any of the officers or uUecffirs

your 'coming Z ^^ P-ious to
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Ans. I had—the evening before I left Philadelphia—with Mr. Geo,
Handy.

Q. Who was present, and what occurred?

Ans. There was no one present. Mr. Handy had ascertained that

I was about to start for home, and he requested me stay in Harris-

burg a few days, to see if I could have anything done in the matter.

Q. Did Mr. Handy say any thing in that conversation as to what
had been done, or what was doing by the Bank?

Ans. Mr. Handy stated that he considered that it was a very

doubtful matter whether the resumption by the Banks would be put

off at all. Pie was anxious to know whether I hadn’t considerable

influence with Mr. Fleming, being in the neighborhood. I told him
i thought I would have considerable influence with him.

-
(J. Did he say who the Bank had employed as borers ?

Ans. I think not ; I do not recollect.

Q. Had you any conversation with the officers or directors of any
other Bank?

Ans. I do not recollect of having had any conversation with any
other officer of any of the Banks.

Q. Did you see Lloyd Wharton or Gen. Camei'on in Philadelphia,

before you came up here; and had you any conversation with either

of those gentleman on this subject ?

Ans. 1 saw them some considerable time before I left Philadelphia;

but had not any conversation with them.

Q. Did you see Mr. Solms—and had you any conversation with

him on the subject?

Ans. Mr. Solms, Wood and I, came up the same day together in

the cars. I had no conversation, that I now recollect, with Mr.

Solms on that subject. I believe it was the first time 1 was intro-

duced to him.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead in Harrisburg?

Ans. Yes, sir— I did.

Q. Had you any conversation with him on the subject ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he say that he had money, or the command of money ?

Ans. No ; he never told me that he had any money.

Q. What were your conversations with Mr. Brodhead, as far as

you can recollect them ?

Ans. They were generally on the subject of the resumption Bill ?

Q. Did he ever speak to you about the means to procure votes for

it?

Ans. No, sir
; he never spoke to me on that subject. My acquaint-

ance with Mr, Brodhead, at that time, was quite limited.
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Q. [lad you any knowledge, from any source, of Mr. Brodhead’s
business or money transactions during that session ?

Ans. I have not any knowledge of his having paid any money to

any person during that session. He loaned me one hundred dollars,
for the purpose of lending it to another person.

Q. Who was the other person ?

Ans. Judge Myers, of Delaware county. The circumstance was
this:— 1 met with Judge Myers the day before I left Harrisburg. In
the course of conversation, I remarked that 1 was going home the
next day. The Judge replied, that he would be obliged to go home
also—ihat he had some money to pay on the 1st of April to a young
man, who, I think he said, he was guardian for. I inquired how
much money he wanted. He stated about one hundred dollars. I
told him we could not allow him to go, as he was one of our par-
ticular friends; and that although I had not the money, I would
endeavor to procure or borrow it. He replied that he would like to
stay, as the session was so near at an end, and that he could return
the money as soon as he was paid for his services. I set out in
search of Gen. Cameron to borrow the monev. Not finding him, I

was advised, I think.' by Mr. Wood, to call on'Mr. Brodhead. When
1 fi i st asked Mr. Brodhead for the loan of the money, he hesitated, or
rather seemed to hesitate, about loaning it. I told him it was for
Judge Myers, one of our best friends in the Senate, and that the
money must be had, as we could not spare his vote. He gave me
a check on the Girard Bank, payable to my order. I wrote him a
due bib for the money, which he said was not necessary, as the check
would be evidence ot the debt being made payable to my order. 1
stated to him that I would pay him when I would next visit the city.
1 handed the money to Judge Myers in Mr. Hale’s tavern. The Judge
wrote a due bill for the money. 1 stated to the Judge that I had bor-
rowed the money of Mr. Brodhead, and that if he would pay him
when he received payment from the State, there would be no neces-
sity foi the due bill. lie insisted on me taking it. I refused taking
the due bill, and directed him to pay Mr. Brodhead. He afterwards
stated to me that he had paid Mr. Brodhead the money. I called on
Mr. Brodhead the next time I visited the city, who told me the Judge
had paid him. I requested him to get the check that he had given
me lor the one hundred dollars, and cancel it. He stated that the
Bank had defaced the check, and it would not be evidence of debt

* against me.

Q. Do you know of Mr. Brodhead having offered or proposed to
pay any money to any person?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any other person having offered or propo-
sed to pay any’ money to any member or officer of the Government?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any body ever intimate to you that $ 5,000 rnGht be had
for the vote of Mr. Fleming, in the Senate?
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Ans. An intimation of that kind was given to me. Mr. Barrett,

one oi the editors of the Keystone, called on me a short time beibre 1

left Harrisburg, and expressed some surprise that I was going to leave
before the bill was acted upon, and added, that he thought he could
get me $5,000 if I could procure the vote of Mr. Fleming. I told

him that it would never do to offer Col. Fleming any money, and so
far as regarded myself, l had sutficient interest at stake to induce me
to do every thing I could to secure the passage of the bill. I asked
him who had the money to dispose of ? He replied, that he believed
Daniel Brodhead had money; the conversation here ended. I set out
for home on the 27th of March.

Q. Did you ask Mr. Barrett in what form such a proposition might
be made to Col. Fleming ?

Ans. Mr. Barrett did not intimate that any part or portion of the

money should be given to Mr. Fleming.

Q. Why, sir, did you propose going to Gen. Cameron to borrow
the money for Judge Myers. Why did you think of him?

Ans. Because he was an intimate acquaintance. Iliad borrowed
money from him on various occasions, out of the Bank, and indivi-

dually.

Q. Did you know or believe, that Gen. Cameron was here acting

on behalf of any of the Banks ?

Ans. I really had no knowledge of it.

Q. In any of the interviews or conversations you had with Mr.
Fieming, did you pay or otter to pay him any money on any account
whatever ?

Ans. No, I never intimated such a thing to him.

Q. Had you any transaction of money or business with Mr. Flem-
ing during that period ?

Ans. None whatever, neither before nor since that time.

Q. Do you know of any other person who had?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you offeror promise to procure for Mr. Fleming any pecu-

niary benefit?

Ans. None whatever, in any shape, manner or form.

Q. Did you yourself, or do you know of any other person having

pointed out the mode, to any of the members or officer of the Gov-
ernment, by which money might be made in ; he event of the passage

of the resumption, or defeat of any Bank bill ?

Ans. I never pointed out the mode myself, nor did I hear of any
one, to say how money might be made by the passage of the Bill.

My great anxiety for the passage of the bill proceeded principally

fi >m the large amount of property 1 field, arid some of which was not

pai l for, and the general good which would result from the passage

of the law.
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Q. Had you any conversation with Dan’l. M Brodhead or Gen’l.
Cameron during that period, or subsequently, as to the means that
had been used ?

Ans. t had none with Dan’l. M. Brodhead, that I recollect of. I

might have had with General Cameron, but I do not recollect now.
V\ e met so frequently at our Canal B >ar

,
we might have discussed

the matter generally. At present i do not recoiled of'ariv particular
conversation.

Q. Do you know of anv person who had any personal interest in
the fate of the passage of the resumption ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know ot any investments of stocks by any person at
that rime, at Harrisburg?

Ans. It appears to me that I heard something of the kind, but I do
not know of a single individual that was engaged in it.

Q. Had you any conversations upon the subject, with the Governor,
during that period while you were at Harrisburg.

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know any thing about the origin of what was called
the resumption resolutions, or did any body ever tell you who drew
them up I

Ans. No, sir.

< !• Have the goodness, sir, to look at these letters, a J say whether
they are in your handwriting.—Nos. it)4, 105, loti, lc-7, 10c, lu9.

Ans. They are in my handwriting.

Q. Have the goodness to look over letter No. 107, and say where
you obtained the information contained in that letter?

Ans. 1 obtained this information from Mr. Barrett, viz: with re-
gar 1 »o “ the amendment approved of bv the Governor, and all our
friends, &c. This I was also to'd by Mr. Barrett: “the Govern r
this afternoon sent for Bell, and will get him either to withdraw his
amendment, &c. It was told me that the Governor was in favor of
the amendment.

Q. Do you know what the period of time for resumption was, in
that amendment ?

Ans. I think it was the 15th January.

Q. You say you had various interviews with Mr. Barrett; was it

on this subject?

Ans. Y ps, sir: we often met, and he appeared to be very zealous.

Q. Did he at any other period, except that which you have referred
to, intimate to you the existence ol money here ?

Ans. No, sir
; he did not.

Q. In same fitter. No 107. what is (he meaning of this phrase : “InH however we wn -TAf alono; well enough without him,' an I there
is no necessity of wasting ammunition ?”
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Ans. I meant to express that there was no use in attempting to con-

vince him of the propriety of voting for the bill. I had exhausted all

my reasoning powers without effect, and I had got a great many of
our friends to call on him, and see if he could be induced to vote for

the bill.

Q. What is the meaning of this phrase in letter No. 104: “ If it

is possible to arrange Mr. Lycoming, I can do it, and it shall be
done

Ans. I believed that I had more influence with that gentleman than
any other person in our section of country, and no effort on my part

should be wanting to change his vote. It does not mean that I would
do it by any pecuniary compensation. I never proposed giving him,
or an ilher member of the Legislature, one farthing.

Q. ft’ hat is the meaning of this, in the same letter: “ 1 called as

early as possible on Mr. Fleming, of the Senate, who, after the proper

preliminary steps,” &c.

Ans. I meant by that expression, that I made use of every argu-
menr ' could think of, to induce him to make the report more favora-

ble tin-in he at first intended to do.

Q. What is the meaning of this in the same letter : “ Judge Lew-
is is 'tie home

;
no good reasons assigned. Packer has left for

Willi misport ?”

At 1 was fearful that those gentlemen, who I had understood

were vorable to the bill, were not so; their leaving Harrisburg was
the ground on which my fears were founded.

Q. Why did you think it proper or necessary to inform Mr. Han-
dy of their movements

;
what was it to him whether they were in

favor of, or against the bill I

Ans I wished to keep Mr. Handy advised of every thing that pass-

ed, in relation to the passage of the bill. I calculated much on the

influence of those gentlemen with the members, especially Judge
Lewis with Col. Fleming.

Q. Did you understand that those two gentlemen were engaged or

employed here by the Bank?

Ans. No, sir; I did not understand that they were.

Q. Where did you procure this information—in same letter

—

“ Th Governor and Cabinet are right, and quite anxious.”

Ans. I think from Mr. Wood.

Q Letter No. 109—there is this passage—“The mysterious exit

of th : Ion. E. L. and one of the Canal Commissioners, and the radi-

cal c ’ se of Mr. F. leads us to conjecture that all is not right.”

Ans. I believed that those two gentlemen, the two former, had be-

come unfavorable to the passage of the Bill ; and I used every exer-

tion convince Mr. Fleming of the propriety of voting for the Bill,

with' success.
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Q. Had not those gentlemen a right to become unfavorable to the
Bill, and to go away ?

Ans. Certainly, they had. My inference there maybe drawn from
the remarks I make below. That part of the letter I request to be
quoted:—“ 1 leave behind me Mr. VV. Donelson of Danville, General
Irvin of Centre county, and Judge Cummings of Williamsport, who
are all enlisted heartily in the good cause; and if our friend cannot
be acted on by the united effort of us all, it will be strange indeed.”

Q
• y°u know, in any way, of corrupt means having been em-

ployed by any person, to procure legislation on the subject of resump-
tion during that session ?

‘ r

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew?
Ans. I don’t recollect of any person distinctly.

Q. Did you ever receive, or expect to receive any compensation
from the Bank of the United States?

Ans. I did not; and expect none, either by way of loan or other-
wise.

Q. Were you then a Director or officer of the Bank of the United
States ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Letter No. 106—are these words: “I need not tell you the
couise pursued, as I know you have other correspondents who advise
you of our movements, and the plan is laid to secure their success.”
Please to explain this.

Ans. The plan that was laid to secure success, was the organiza-
tion of certain borers : each person had their person to attend to.

Q. Who were they ?

Ans. Mr. Wood was assisting Mr. Donelson, myself, and a num-
ber ol others. I allude to all the lobby members who were lavor-
able to the Bill.

Q- Did you make any inquiries in order to know the reason why
those two gentlemen left Harrisburg?

J

Ans. I might have made inquiries, but 1 do not know the reason.

Q. Do you know of any proposition having been made to Mr.
Fleming, of the Senate, to obtain for him a situation as manager, or
otherwise to be employed on the Sunbury railroad, if he would vote
for the resumption resolutions?

Ans. I know of none whatever. I never heard it mentioned be-
fore.

Q. Do you know any thing of the Governor’s views and opinionsm regard to the resumption resolutions, other than hearsay or report ?

Ans. I know nothing. I had no interview with the Governor
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during that session. I know no other fart material to I his investiga-

tion, and have no papers or documents relative to this subject, in my
possession.

JOHN C. BOYD.
On motion,

He'solved, That Mr. Boyd be discharged. Agreed to.

Judge Ellis Lewis, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

I take it that the subject of inquiry is correctly stated in the sub-

poena that has been served upon me. I am not aware that 1 have

anv knowledge whatever upon the subject referred to here. I was not

employed by the Banks, or any of them. I was not paid by any one

—not even my expenses, or one farthing. 1 did not come to Harris-

burg upon that business. The Courts which I am required to hold,

keep me generally engaged from the 1st Monday in November, until

the beginning of March
;
and it has been rny practice, generally, on

account of my confinement to the Bench, to come to Harrisburg for

recreation, conceiving it to be a pleasant place. When f came in the

spring of 1840, to Harrisburg, I came for that purpose—without any
business—not being paid or employed by any body. After remaining

at Harrisburg as long as 1 felt inclined, (I was governed by nothing

but my own inclinations,) I went to Philadelphia. On returning from

Philadelphia to Harrisburg, it was rny intention, after remaining here

a few days, to return home. While here, I came to the conclusion it

would be proper (or me to go to Washington with Judge Burnside,

Mr. Hubley and Benjamin Parke, for the purpose of procuring the

appointment of Judge Blythe, to be Collector of the port of Philadel-

phia. When we left Harrisburg for Washington, the Bank Bill was
before the committee of conference. We transacted our business at

Washington, promptly and efficiently.— I returned to Harrisburg im-

mediately, and communicated the information to Judge Blythe;—he

gave his friends a supper. I mention this that the time may be ascer-

tained. I think I left here about the 20th of March ; the Bank Bill,

at that time, was still in the hands of the committee of conference

—

they had not reported. I did not return again to Plarrisburg during

the session.— 1 went home for various reasons.—One was, I had re-

ceived intelligence of the illness of my wife; another, I was tired of

remaining, and had no inclination to stay. I know of no corrupt

means, at any time employed by the Banks or their agents, or any of

them, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of influencing the action

of the Legislature, or any other department of this Commonwealth, in

regard to any legislation for their benefit. My leaving Harrisburg

when I did, was public among my friends
; and there was no mystery

about it that J know of. I was urged by several to remain, and the

names I do not now recollect.—I gave them my reason for going—it

was the illness of my wife. 1 have been informed that Mr. Lewis S.

Coryell testified to a letter said to have been written by me, to Tho-
mas Chambers, relative to the purchase of the columns of the Reporter.

I have no recollection of ever writing such a letter; and 1 have norecol-
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lection of receiving the answer stated by him to have been written. 1
think he has been drawing upon his imagination in regard to the let-
ters. I had no conversation with any of the editors or owners of the
Reporter on that subject, and made no proposition to any one to in-
duce them, by money, to change their principles; but I had frequent
conversations with a number of persons about the purchase of an in-
terest in the Reporter establishment, about assisting a Mr. Hamlet A.
Rerr, in the purchase. It was for him; and understanding from him
that a part or the whole could be purchased. These conversations
with those individuals had no reference to the subject before the Com-
mittee. There was nothing corrupt about them, 'unless it be corrupt
to disseminate knowledge among the people—to influence the public
voice, by enlightening the public mind—and to influence the Legisla-
ture in the same way. As I have stated they have no reference to the
subject before the Committee, I do not think it proper to state them.

Q. Did you write a letter on the subject to Thomas Chambers?
Ans. I have not the slightest recollection that I did. I had fre-

quent conversations with him, and I did converse with Mr. Chamberson tins ^ubject—that °f raising funds to enable those gentlemen tomake the purchase of an interest in the Reporter establishment, or the
establishment itself, I do not recollect. Those who were in my view

edi?ors onhe^Keporierf
0^ PCrS°"S °f ** st"”e P»lifal P»«y °P">=

the^Banks ?

y°U kn°W that Mr‘ Chambers was an agent or borer for

Ans. Mr. Chambers was largely concerned in iron works in Dan-
ville, and was considered to have command of extensive means. Idid not know that Mr. Chambers was an agent or borer for any of
the Banks I thought it was Ins business interests which were opera-
ting upon him. 1

Q. Was there a price named ?

Ans. The price was communicated to me by Mr. Kerr; but what
that price was, 1 do not now recollect. Mr. Kerr was formerly an

office

t01
’
bUt at that time W3S a Cleik in tbe Survey°r General’s

Q. Did you hold out to Mr. Chambers, that in the event of the pur-

Banks?^
6 C°l' rSe °f the RePorter would be more favorable to the

Ans I think I did state to him that the Reporter would be more
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asumPtion—not only for the benefit of theBanks, but most for the public interest.

wasf'here?
^ ^ DanieI M> Brodhead here during the period you

Ans. Yes, sir, I did.

Q. Have you any knowledge of Mr. Brodhead’s money or businesstransactions at Harrisburg ?
^

Ans. I saw him moving about
; I thought him a very influential

borei
, and I noticed that a number of gentlemen, whose names are
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not now recollected, voted differently after his arrival, from the votes

they had given before. I don’t know that I noticed the names who
changed ; but by counting the yeas and nays, the number seemed to

increase in favor of the measures he was advocating.

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Brodhead in reference to

the subject pending before the Legislature?

Ans. I had conversations with him about the Bill which was pend-

ing; but I do not recollect what those conversations were. This 1

know, that they had no reference to influencing legislative action by
improper means.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever intimate to you that he had money, or

the command of money, to use for that purpose ?

Ans. No, sir. I think he intimated to me that he was paid for his

services.

Q. Had you any transaction of money or business with Mr. Brod-

head, during that session or subsequently ?

Ans. None whatever. Something fell from him at one time, from

which I inferred that he would be willing to pay my expenses if I

remained, which I declined. 1 paid my own expenses.

Q. Do you know of any of Brodhead’s transactions of money, or

business, with any body else?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the question of resumption ?

Ans. Nothing apart from my interest as a citizen, and as a stock-

holder in various Banks.

Q. Do you know of any body at Harrisburg who had a more par-

ticular interest in the passage of the Bill than yourself?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know of any means employed by any person, during

that session, for the purpose of influencing legislation which you
consider improper ?

Ans. I do not. I would remark that Mr. Fleming’s course was
communicated to a public meeting of his constituents, at which I was
present, and approved by them.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that such means had

been employed ?

Ans. No.

Q. Have you any letters or documents on this subject?

Ans. I have none, except a letter in a few lines, (here exhibited to

the Committee, and returned by them,) informing me that the resump-

tion resolutions had passed.

Q. When you returned to Philadelphia, had you any conversa-

tion with any of the officers and Directors of the Bank of the United

States ?
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On motion,
ELLIS LEWIS.
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> That Mr - Lewis be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

“ig^Pr™"
66 adj°“r" 10 ra“* again „ ,he call of

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:
Present Mr. Sharswood.
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It had been represented to me by Mr. Wood or Mr. Bell, that there

was a clause in the charter of the Bank of the United States that they

were required to pay twelve per cent.
; and I think it was stated that

there was the same clause in some other charters of Banks in Phila-

delphia, and that under that clause the Boston and New York bro-

kers, if 1 am not mistaken, had drawn a large sum of money from the

Bank of the United States, and made them pay twelve per cent.
;
and

the object of this proviso, as I understood from Mr. Bell, was to repeal

or suspend that part of the charters, which compelled the Banks to

pay twelve per cent.
; and Mr. Bell’s object was to obtain an opinion

from me, what I thought would be the effect—whether it would sus-

pend that clause in the charter. I was inclined to the opinion that it

would, and I gave him my reasons. And one was, that interest is the

creature of statute ; that interest and costs were unknown to the com-

mon law;—and I think I expressed the same opinion to Mr. Wood.
I had no interest, directly or indirectly, in the subject ;

and I had no

personal interest in the fate of the passage of the Bill—none in the

world.

Q. You say that Mr. Bell showed you his manuscript resolutions;

were they in his own handwriting?

A ns. They were.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead or Joseph Solms here, during

that session ; and had you any conversation with either of those gen-

tlemen ?

Ans. I did not know Mr. Solms until I saw him yesterday. I re-

member distinctly of seeing Mr. Brodhead here. 1 cannot recoiled

that 1 had any conversation with Mr. Brodhead on this subject ;
and

if he had of spoken to him on the subject, 1 would have passed off as

suddenly as I could
;

it was a matter l felt no interest in, and I want-

ed to have no conversations about it.

Q. Do you know of any of Mr. Brodhead’s money or business

transactions with any body, during that period ?

Ans. I have no knowledge of the kind.

Q. Do you know, sir, of the use of any corrupt means, or the

offer or proposition to use any corrupt means, during that session, £
procure the passage of that law ?

Ans. I do not. I have been a great many years about the seat yl
j

Government ; served seven years in the Senate ; and in all my knof
ledge, I never knew of the use or offer to use corrupt means to nil

cure any legislation by any person, or officer of the Governmetf
great or small.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew that corrupt mea

had been employed ?

Ans. No, sir
;
no man ever told me so.

Q,. Do you know, sir, of any fact which you deem material

this investigation ?
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Q. Had you voted for immediate resumption previous to your
voting upon these resolutions?

Ans. There was a resolution for resumption, to compel the Banks
to resume on the 15th of February. I think I voted for that.

Q. What induced you to change your opinion on that subject?

Ans. I did not change my opinion. I voted for the first resolution,

because I was fully satisfied that the resolution must pass, believing it

to be wrong, early in the session, that the resolution should pass at

the time I voted for it ; and the people would learn its effects before the

Legislature adjourned
; and the Legislature would be obliged to alter

it, and change the subject. Those were my reasons for voting for

the first resolution. It was not because I believed it would be bene-

ficial to the Commonwealth or the people.

Q. Do you know of any person having been at Harrisburg during

that session, employed as agents or borers for the Banks ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any person having used or offered, or pro-

posed to use any corrupt means, during that session, to procure legis-

lation ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know any fact, or did any person ever tell you that ha

knew of any fact, which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not ; and no person ever told me that he knew.

J. BRUNER.
On motion,

Resolved
,
That Mr. Bruner be discharged. Agreed to.

June 22d, 1842, 3 o'clock
, P. M.

Committee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Lowry, Deford and Ewing.

Mr. Joseph Griffin, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840 ?

Ans. I was ; and from the county of Luzerne.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions, com-
monly called Bell’s resolutions ?

Ans. I voted for them.

Q. Were you ever promised, or did you ever receive any pecuniary
benefit from any person, upon the passage of that Bill?

Ans. I was never promised, nor did I ever receive any.
v - 1
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Q. Had you any contract or arrangement of money or business
ransaction with any one, which was contingent upon the fate of t'-e
passage of that Bill?
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Q. Have you any knowledge of any thing else similar ?

Ans. I have not, or I should tell it.

Q. Other than this, do you know of any corrupt means having
been employed during that session with any members of the Legisla-

ture, or officers of the Government.

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No.

Q. Did you yourself, or do you know of any member of the Legis-

lature or officer of the Government, come to the possession of any
money by finding, or in any way that you did not know the source

from which it came?

Ans. No, none, except that I have stated.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor upon the subject

of Bell’s bill, while it was pending?

Ans. If I had, I cannot recollect ; it seems to me I had been speak-

ing to him about it, but he made no reply that I recollect.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you any other fact

which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. No, I do not, nor did any person ever tell me.

JOSEPH GRIFFIN.

Mr. Joseph Solms, again called :

Q. Have the goodness to look at these letters and say whether they

are in your handwriting? (Letters handed.)

Ans. 1 believe these, Nos. 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 22, 25,

27, 29, 32, 33, 38, and 39, are in my handwriting.

Q. Look at letter No. 3, and say what is the meaning of this,- “I
have seen the Governor and many others, and put things in train as

far as practicable?”

Ans. I have given in my evidence before; I did every thing I could

to prevent the passage of the bill for the resumption of specie pay-

ments by the Banks, on the circulation, and not on the deposits, which

had already passed the House.

Q. Do I understand you to say, that you did nothing to prevent

the passage of the bill for immediate resumption ?

Ans. I did, to prevent the ruin of the city of Philadelphia and of

the Banks.

Q. Do you remember the day you arrived in Harrisburg?

Ans. f do not.

Q. How soon after your first arrival at Harrisburg, did you wait

upon the Governor ?

Ans. I do not know
; I can’t recollect that.
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Q,. (Jan you remember what was the conversation that took place

between you and the Governor in your first interview ?

Ans. I do not remember what took place at the first interview.

Q. Can you remember what conversation took place at any inter-

view you had with him 1

Ans. Yes, sir ; I had frequent conversations with him, and such as

I had with a great many others for three years. These letters were
written to a friend of mine, for the last twenty-five years. I saw by
the newspapers, that in one of my letters I told Mr. Handy that I had
some Indian talk with the Governor. If it is so stated in the letter, 1

have prepared what I think I said to the Governor, and all I said ; and
I submit it as a part of my testimony.—(The statement of Mr. Solms
here read to the Committee) as follows:

The deep injury done me by the judicial proceedings in this business,

at the instance of the Governor, shall not prevent me from doing my
duty. In justice, and for the honor of the State of Pennsylvania, and
whatever may be my feelings, I feel bound to give some explanation
as respects the Indian talk alluded to in my letter.

The talks of the Indians generally, which are recorded, I always
read with pleasure, and admired their fearlessness

; nor did I ever
hear, that it was criminal to express myself in the manner 1 did, in

my letter to a person with whom I had a friendly intercourse, for

more than twenty years. I do not know whether 1 went that even-
ing, which I fixed in my letters. If I did not that evening, I am cer-

tain that I addressed the Governor at some other time, and likely on
the following morning:.

“ All the Banks in Philadelphia are entangled, more or less, with the
Bank of.the United States ; if, therefore, an immediate resumption of
specie payments is enforced, that Bank will be driven into liquidation,

and the other banks will sutfer severely. No specie payments can be
maintained in Pennsylvania at this time, and it will require years to
recover from the expansion and consequent speculations, before this

can be done. In our buoyant youthful disposition, we have surpassed,
in luxurious and extravagant habits, the inhabitants of the old world,
where precious metals have been accumulating from time immemo-
rial ; there the comparative few indulge in luxury and profusion, hav-
ing possession of hard money

; and here we all indiscriminately imi-
tated and enjoyed, on a fictitious paper system, which we are endeav-
oring to destroy with all our might. We must reform, and by indus-
try, economy and frugality, commence first, by paying the loans ob-
tained Irom the Banks; reducing our business to our own means;
letting the Banks go into liquidation, and afterwards keep our own mo-
ney, if any we possess, in our own safes.

The projected law, now before the Legislature, will ruin, moreover,
all business men—I read their doom in every line. The Indians scalp
their victims, and they are more merciful than those who torture them
mentally. I pray you, Governor, veto such a bill if it passes, and
save us from total ruin.”
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i add, reluctantly, and must do it in self defence, that in my youth,
being employed in the administrative department in France, I left in

1807, that country, where republican opinions were no more regarded
with a lavorable eye, and emigrated to this land of liberty, where in

my old age, I have been arraigned criminally before a judicial tribu-

nal—traduced as a conspirator, injured in character, caricatured in

public prints, and my family annoyed by anonymous scurrilous let-

ters. Who now can repair the injury, and heal the lacerated feelings ?

J. SOLMS.

Q. In letter No. 5, you say, “ The bill had a narrow escape,” &c.
Do you remember to what that referred?

Ans. I do not.

Q. There is also this passage: “You have seen the person,” &c.
Who was the person ?

Ans. I do not recollect who the person was ; 1 do not know that it

was Daniel M, Brodhead or not.

Q. Will you have the goodness to explain this—“As to the indi-

vidual, &c.” Who was the individual ?

Ans. I don’t know who it was.

Q. Do you, or do you not know who the person was ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Letter No. 7—“ It was said by those who understand the busi-

ness, &c.” What is the meaning of this?

Ans. I have told you that Brodhead was in the same house, and
he told me that he went several times to Columbia, to buy lumber

—

there were a great many lumber men here, so he said.

Q. What business did you represent yourself to be engaged in at

home ?

Ans. I am a woolen manufacturer, and in consequence of the pres-

sure of the times, stopped—which was a great loss to me on account

of the stoppage.

Q. Have the goodness further to explain it
—“ Filbert, the friend of

the gentleman, &c.” Who was the gentleman?

Ans. I do not recollect who he was.

Q. Have the goodness to explain this passage—“A strong and in-

fluential democrat from Susquehanna.” Who was this gentleman ?

Ans. 1 do not know who it was—I forget who it was—I have a

good many friends who were interested in the Bank.

Q. Explain the passage which follows : “ From the gentlemen who
wrote the letter, &c.”

Ans. I do not recollect what I meant in those letters— I forget.

Q. Have the goodness to explain also the following passage:

“Under all these circumstances, what can you expect, &c.” “business

in the lumber way.”
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Ans. It is what I heard in this place from twenty people, in the
newspapers, and every where else.

Q. What did you mean by that paragraph when you wrote it ?

Ans. I don’t know what I meant by it—there is the paragraph it-

self.

Q. Had Mr. Handy and you transactions together in the lumber
business ?

Ans. No, sir ; we had in the banking business
; but not in the lum-

ber business.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Handy before you came
to Harrisburg?

Ans. I had several conversations with Mr. Handy; and they were,
that we would have a general bankruptcy, and we would be all ru-
ined.

Q. In any of those conversations you had with Mr. Handy, was
there anything mentioned of Daniel M. Brodhead?
Ans. There was not that I recollect. He may have mentioned his

name, but 1 do not recollect.

Q. Do you recollect what he said about Daniel M. Brodhead

—

where he was—and what he was doing ?

Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. What did you mean by lumber ?

Ans. Joist, boards, Ajc.
; and Brodhead had told me he was going

to Columbia to buy lumber.

Q. Did you mean by lumber, the business in which Mr. Brodhead
was engaged in at Harrisburg ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. W hat had Mr. Handy to do with Mr. Brodhead’s lumber busi-
ness at Harrisburg?

Ans. He had some transactions with Mr. Brodhead, building
houses, &c. for Mr. Handy. He said that there were large rafts of
lumber at Columbia—that lumber was cheap, and the men could not
sell it.

Q. Did you understand that Mr. Handy was to furnish the money
to buy that lumber with ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Was that lumber bought, or to be bought for Mr. Handy’s us®
in any way ?

Ans. I do not know—Mr. Brodhead did not tell me any thing on
the subject.

O. Did he tell you who the men were who had the lumber to sell 1

Ans. He did not. He did not tell me of anv body I know of.

Q. Do you not know that Mr. Handy sent money, or certificates of
deposite to Harrisburg ?

Ans. I do not know, unless it were done in the banking way.
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Q. What was done in the banking way?
Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. Do you not know that Mr. Handy made deposites in the Moya-
mensing Bank, and sent certificates of deposite to Harrisburg?

Ans. [ do not know— it might be.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead tell you that he had purchased lumber of

any members of the Legislature, or officers of the Government?

Ans. He did not.

Q. Did you not know, from information, either by Mr. Handy or

Mr. Brodhead, during that session, that there was a contract or un-

derstanding between them, that if the resumption of specie payments
could be postponed until January or February, and the Banks in the

meantime released from penalties, Mr. Handy was to pay, or furnish

Mr. Brodhead a sum of money?

Ans. I did’nt understand it then, but I understood it afterwards,

after the thing was done—perhaps six or nine months ago, or longer;

it might have been sooner.

Q. How did you understand it; how did you know it then, and
from whom?

Ans. Mr. Brodhead told me when he was pressed for. money, that

he had received a great deal of money, but it was all lost in specula-

tions in United States Bank stock, and may be other speculations.

Q. Did you not know, at the time, that Mr. Brodhead had the com-
mand of money at Harrisburg?

Ans. I did’nt know it
; I guessed it.

Q. What made you guess so ?

Ans. I heard it whispered in many directions—and told so—not

positively, but hinted to me.

Q. Did you not know, at that time, that there was some under-

standing or contract between Mr. Handy and Brodhead in reference

to the passage of this Bill ?

Ans. 1 did not positively know it, but suspected it.

Q. Did you not know that that understanding, between them, was
referred to in the words “all is right?”

Ans. It might have been; I do not recollect.

Q. Do you ever remember having spoken or written to Mr. Handy
or Brodhead in reference to the understanding between them, by the

words “ all is right ?”

Ans. I might have done so, but I do not recollect.

Q. What is meant by this phrase, in letter No. 12 :
—“There are

countermines as powerful as ‘ all is right;'” and what did you mean
by the words, “ all is right” underscored?

Ans. I do not recollect.
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Q. Did you not mean by those words, in that letter, that there was
an understanding between Mr. Brodhead and Mr. Handy, that Mr.
Handy was to furnish Mr. Brodhead with money?

Ans. 1 do not know.

Q. If you do not recollect by that paragraph, have the goodness to

explain it by these remarks, following—“ Already great uneasiness

prevails,” &c. ?

Ans. 1 do not know ; I cannot explain.

Q. Did you not mean by this lumber business, the Bill before the-

Legislature ?

Ans. I did not mean it so.

Q. Why did you write to George Handy on the lumber business?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Do you say, on your oath, that you do not know what “ all is

right” means?
Ans. I do not know positively.

Q. What connection had the lumber business to do with the

resumption Bill ?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead or Mr. Handy ever explain to you the mean-
ing of the term, “ all is right ?”

Ans. They might have done so.

Q. “ I spent a portion of Monday with the Governor,” &c. Did
you say anything to the Governor in reference—[witness here inter-

rupted the question by saying, I do not know.]

Q. In any conversation you had with the Governor, was Mr. Brod-
head present ?

Ans. It might be he was present
; I do not know—I have no recol-

lection of it.

Q. In any conversation you had with the Governor, was Mr. Brod-
liead’s name mentioned ?

Ans. I do not know. How can I tell whether his name was men-
tioned or not ; I do not recollect.

Q. Have y
rou had anyr interview or conversation with the Gover-

nor since the adjournment of this last Legislature ?

Ans. I have seen him in Philadelphia, coming on the wharf from
Baltimore, in company with several gentlemen

;
he was on the op-

posite side of the sti-eet, and did not speak to him.

Q. Did you see him in Harrisburg ?

Ans. I did, when I was here about two Sunday’s ago; he was on
the opposite side of the way, coining from a funeral, and I did not

speak to him. I was at Wilson’s, and saw him on the other side of
the street.

Q. What brought you to Harrisburg two weeks ago?
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Ans. I had some business with Mr. Ross, of the Savings Institu-

tion.

Q. Had you any interview with any officer of the Government,
during your stay in Harrisburg, a few weeks ago?

Ans. I saw Chief Justice Gibson and Mr. Sergeant sitting together

in the side-room, when I stepped in.

Q. Had you any conversation with any body in Harrisburg relat-

ing to this matter ?

Ans. I had not, with any body.

Q. In the answers you have made to this Committee, have you told

the whole truth ?

Ans. To the best of my recollection, I have told the whole truth.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever tell you how any body might make
money, by the passage of a Bill for the postponement of the resump-

tion ?

Ans. He did not. Others may have asked me whether they would
make money—I cannot recollect who.

Q. Did you mean by “ cdl is right," Daniel M. Brodhead?

Ans. I cannot tell. (Looking at the letter.) I do not know—ex-

cept what the letter means
;
the letters show for themselves.

On motion,

Resolved, That this examination be postponed for the present.

Agreed to.

On motion,

Resolved

,

That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call

of the Chairman.

June 23d, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, and Lowry.

Mr. David F. Barstow, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840?

Ans. I was, and from the county of Bradford.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions, com-

monly called Bell’s resolutions ?

Ans. I voted for them, as they had passed the Senate.

Q. Had you previously at that session voted for immediate resump-

tion ?

Ans. My recollection now is, that I voted against immediate

resumption
; for I had always thought it injudicious at that time.
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Q. Did you ever receive any pecuniary benefit, or were you ever
promised any in the event of the postponement of the resumption?

Ans. I did not ; nor was I ever offered anything. I voted solely
for the benefit of my constituents, who were interested in the North
Branch canal and the lumber business.

Q. Did you make any contract for the sale or purchase of any
lumber, during that session, with any person ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Had you any conversation with any person about the mode in
which money might be made, in the event of the postponement of the
resumption ?

Ans. I never had any such conversation. I know that some of
the members who voted for those resolutions were reluctant to do so,
on account of the postponement of resumption being too long, and
voted for them on account of their anxiety to carry out the public im-
provements.

Q. Did any person ever make any offer or proposition of a corrupt
or improper character to you ?

Ans. Never, sir, to me.

Q. Do you know of any member of that session who made contracts
for the purchase or sale of any thing, or any investments in stocks 1

Ans. I do not
; I know nothing of my own knowledge.

Q. Had you any interest other than that of obtaining an appropria-
tion for the public improvements, in the postponement of resump-
tion ?

Ans. None, sir ; except the interest and welfare of the State at
large.

Q. Do you know of any other member of the Legislature who had
any such interest ?

Ans. I do not know, or remember.

Q. Did you, during that session, or subsequently, come to the pes-
session of any money or valuable thing, by finding or in any way
that you did not know the source from which it came ?

Ans. Not a cent, sir.

Q. Do you know of any other member who did ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you receive any present ofmoney or valuable thing, duriae
that session ?

6 s

Ans. I did not, in aDy shape.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here, during that session.

Ans. Yes, sir, frequently.

Q. Had you ever any conversations with him upon this subject?
Ans. I think it more than probable that I had ; but I cannot say

positi\ely that I had any conversation with him on this subject; w©
had conversation about the northern interest of Pennsylvania.

%
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Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with Mr. Brod-

head ?

Ans. Never a dollar in any way, or shape.

Q. Do you know of any money or business transactions of Mr.
Brodhead, during that session ?

Ans. I do not. I never saw him pay any money, and know noth-

ing of any of his transactions in any way.

Q. Had you ever any conversations with Mr. Barrett, of the Key-
stone, on this subject ?

Ans. I can’t say that I ever had any conversation with Mr. Bar-

rett on this subject, or any thing from him which induced me to

suppose he wished to effect any thing with me by unfair means in any
shape. We may have had conversations about the interest of the

public improvements—general conversation on that subject.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with Mr. Bar-

rett, during that session ?

Ans. I had not any business transactions with Mr. Barrett, unless

I might have paid him my subscription to his paper.

Q. Had you any transactions or arrangement with any body which
was contingent upon the fate of the resumption ?

Ans. Not in the least.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor upon that sub-

ject ?

Ans. None, that 1 remember.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means having been employed, at

any time, to effect favorable legislation for the Banks ?

Ans. I do not, in any shape.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No, sir. No person ever told me of any corrupt means
being used whatever.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any person ever tell you that he

knew, of any thing which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. No, sir; nothing that would throw any light upon the sub-

ject.

Q. (By Mr. Lowry.) You say you don’t remember ever having

had any conversation with the Governor on that particular subject of

Bell’s resolutions
;
and whether you have ever had any conversation

with the Governor, other than that the world should hear ?

Ans. I do not recollect of any particular conversation with the

Governor on the subject of Bell’s resolutions
; and never any conver-

sation that the world might not hear.

D. F. BARSTOW.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Barstow be discharged. Agreed to.
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Mr. Lewis B. Cole, being called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature of 1840 ?

Ans. 1 was ;
and from Potter and Tioga counties.

Q. Did you vote for or against the passage of Bell’s resolutions'?

Ans. I voted for them.

Q. Did you ever receive, or were you ever promised any pecuniary
benefit, in the event of the passage of those resolutions ?

Ans. I never did ; and was never promised any.

Q. Had you previously voted for immediate resumption ?

Ans. I forget; but according to the best of my recollection, I did

vote for immediate resumption. I voted for a resumption on the 15th
January, 1840; and the reason I voted for Bell’s resolutions, the
resolution for immediate resumption was lost, and Bell’s resolutions

were the best I could get, though I was in favor of an earlier resump-
tion. I do not know that I changed my views upon the subject.

Q. Mad you any personal interest in the event of the fate of the
resumption ?

Ans. I had not; any more than any other citizen in the State. I

might perhaps state, that I might have changed my views as to the
time of resumption, in consequence of petitions, &c., showing the
evil effects of an immediate resumption. My object in fixing the
time, was to do as little injury to the interests of the community

;

and that was a question of expediency among us, in which there were
various opinions.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of
the Government, who had any personal interest in that particular
legislation ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any arrangement or transaction of business, contin-
gent upon the fate of those resolutions, with any body ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Did you, during that period, by yourself or an agent, make any
contract for the purchase or sale of any lumber during that session ?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of
the Government, who did make any such contracts ?

Ans. I do not know. I don’t recollect of any.

Q. Did any person at Harrisburg, during that session, speak to

you on that subject, or of speculation in stocks ?

Ans. No, sir
;
no one.

Q. Did any person ever speak to you in reference to the mode in

which money might be made by the postponement of resumption ?

Ans. Not to my knowledge.
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Q. Had you any present, or loan of money, offered or made to you
during that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you come to the possession of any money, or any valuable

thing, by finding, or in any way, that you could not account for?

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session ?

Ans. I may have seen him, but did not know him. I never had
any acquaintance with him.

Q. Do you know of any of his transactions during that session?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Ilad you any conversations with Mr. Barrett of the Keystone,

in reference to the resumption ?

Ans. I presume that I conversed with him on the subject of resump-

tion. I had frequent conversations with him, but do not remember
the purport of any conversation I had with him on that subject.

Q. Had you any transaction of money or business with Mr. Bar-

rett, during that session ?

Ans. I had not—any further than that I am a subscriber for his

paper.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor on this subject ?

Ans. I think 1 had not with him on the subject of the suspension.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any means having been employed

by any persons at Harrisburg, for the purpose of procuring favorable

legislation for the Banks, which you considered corrupt or improper?

Ans. None
;
except what might be called constant boring.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had such knowledge.

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know any fact, or did any person ever tell you any

fact, which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not
; and no person ever told me.

L. B. COLE.
On motion,

Resolved,
That Mr. Cole be discharged. Agreed to.

3 o'clock
, P. M.

Committee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, Penniman, Ewing and Deford.

Mr. Joseph Solms, being again called, and again sworn, testifies as

follows

:

Q. Have the goodness to examine the letters now shown to you,

and say whether they are in your handwriting?

Ans. lie letters marked Nos. 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 22,

25, 27, 29, 32, 33, 38, 39, are in my handwring, I believe.
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Q, What do you say in relation to Nos, 4 <fe 6 ?

Ans. I do not know—they look like mine.

Q. Are or are not these your letters ?

Ans. You may take it down that they are mine.

Q. Look at letter No. 3. What did you mean by this phrase- <‘I

as practicable p
OVernor

’ and »«* others,- put things in tram as far

,,

An
i\

1 m
ff

nt
\

1 suPP°se, to try to get a stop to a Bill which Ihought would rum the Banks, and the public, in Philadelphia.
Q. How did you put things in train ?

circulatinr!°^n!]
im

!

he
r <TUS

1

eqUence ofa« immediate resumption ofthecirculation, and not of the deposites, l suppose.

curbed

?

an J0U ”0t StatG tbe conversatio« you had with him as it oc-

Ans. I have stated it generally in my explanation yesterday.

yo^lo'tZlZ
1

,

J°" ha“ded in «“**> n

aniT Tl

ta

,

ined gen7all y’ 1 think
> a 'l that I said. A year or two

tbSZZ mJ ;
n

, l

Ja
r,

a,T laa
’ 1 "™,e - °°

S

& ’ ’ ^°rd, the Chan man of the Committee on Banks on

to «SKS to
of ,he to resume, ,n reply

Q. What did the Governor say to you on the subject?
He n

1

ever §ave me a«y positive answer. He said he would

monweahir
he PosslbI>' couid

> promote the interest of the Com-

Q. Who was present beside yourself and him?

present / perhaps t7e I clnWol^^
Q. Was Daniel M. Brodhead present?

}

A ' iS' 1 d°n 1

,

beli®ve he was - 1 d 'd not see him. He may havebeen present when I was some other time there; it is very likely he

viewed?,C'r
0t Say

P
osi

,

tivel >’» whether you ever had an inter-Mew with the Governor in the presence of Daniel M. Brodhead?
Ans. I cannot.

Q. What did you mean in letter No. 3, by the phrase “so that wemay ha\ea conversation, and view the ground?”
Ans. I meant to say about the resumption, to try to have it notpassed ; to talk generally on the subject.

J

nr3' .°
n
,-

the oc<
^
asion of your first visit to Harrisburg, had vou anv

cost' to "defeat The bifiT'
^ Bl'°dhead

’ on the subject of what h would

sumpto pinned
“ ,,”medUUe rcs“mP“»". »»<! to have u,e re-

BK. IN. COM. 13



1M
Ans. I do not recollect such conversation. I have seen Mr. Brod-

head here.

Q. Was anything said between you and Mr. Brodhead, on the sub-

ject of the purchase or sale of stocks ?

Ans. Never, excepting what I told you in my testimony yesterday,

that he told me himself.

Q. What was that ?

Ans. That lie had lost his money in speculating in stocks, and that

fie wanted money very badly.

Q. Was this at that time ?

Ans. No, sir ; it was at the time I mentioned, about a year ago.

Q. Did he not say to you, that the only risk he was to run in ref-

erence to tire stocks to be bought, was the passage of a bill to postpone

the resumption?

Ans. He did not say that to me ; I don’t recollect that he ever said

anything to me of that kind.

Q. In letter No. 4, what did you mean by the phrase, “ the deposit

made this day, and the promised deposit of Monday, worked well, as

you perceive by the result ; but this result increases expectations and
great demands. They are such as I feel not myself authorized to

grant
;
therefore I concluded either to go to the city to-morrow, or to

let the person go himself?”

Ans. I don’t recollect exactly, what that means; you see by (he

writing, that l was sick then. 1 do not know what it had reference

to.

Q. Had it not reference to a deposit made in the Moyamensing or
some other Bank, to the order of Daniel M. Brodhead ?

Ans. I don’t think it had.

Q. Where then was the deposite made ?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Of what was it a deposit ?

Ans. I do not know what deposit it was.

Q. What was the amount of the deposit?

Ans. I do not know. Mr. Handy made large deposits in the Moy-
amensing Bank, when he was in the United States Bank.

Q. In what way did it work well ?

Ans. The Moyamensing Bank had frequent exchanges with the

United States Bank. We were trying to get her out ofour debt as fast

as we could.

Q. Whose expectations and demands were increased by the result?

Ans. I cannot tell you after two years. All the banks manoeu-
vred to get out of the United States Bank. Every one tried his best.

Q. Why did you not feel authorized to grant the demands ?

Ans. I do not know what demands Mr. Handy may have made.
He may have made some demands which t could not have given.
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Q. Why then do you say in the letter, “ I made some proposals V
Ans. Well, sir, I might perhaps have told them that I would get

some discounts for them, if they would give me good paper.

Q. What did you mean by “ Moreover, I consider this a mere ma-
noeuvre to obtain a positive assurance?”

Ans. Well, I suppose to get a positive assurance to get a discount.

Q. For what borers did you obtain any discount?

Ans. I obtained it for none of them. They could never give any
good paper.

Q. What did you mean by, “ although it is understood that the

person returns on Monday, your positive instructions better come up
at the same time with the messenger we agreed upon ?”

Ans. I do not recollect sir, that.

Q. Had you agreed with Mr. Handy, that he should send up a
messenger ?

Ans. 1 had not agreed with Mr. Handy to send up a messenger ; 1

don’t recollect that we had.

Q. Would you have written this paragraph if you had not agreed

with him, that a messenger should come up ?

Ans. I might have written that paragraph, though no such agreement

was made. It is so long ago that I do not recollect that I ever madeO O
an agreement with him about a messenger.

Q. What is meant by “ Let your messenger start Monday night, to

be here Tuesday, by 11 o’clock.”

Ans. I do not know, sir. I don’t recollect ever having had a mes-
senger from Handy.

Q. In No. 5, you say, “ the bill had a narrow escape ; the amend-
ment would not have heen made, had it not been for a county mem-
ber, whom I obliged formerly, and who being in the majority, was the

only one entitled and disposed to move for a reconsideration of the

vote.” Who was that member ?

Ans. I do not recollect who he^was.

Q. Was it not Francis Lyons?
Ans. It was not.

Q. Was it Franklin Lee?
Ans. It was not. I do not know who it was; because I will not

impeach any man, without being certain.

Q. What did you mean by “as to the individual, I have nothing

to add; you have all the particulars from the man himself.”

Ans. I do not recollect what 1 meant. I do not know w ho I meant.

Here is the explanation—“ He had told me before, that if the Bill were
to pass, we would be ruined as well as the rest of the business men.
It requires patience to hear and listen to the expectations from every
quarter.”
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Q. What was the name of the individual?

Ans. I do not know.

Q. Was his name Daniel M. Brodhead ?

Ans. I don’t recollect—it might, and it might not.

Q. W hat expectations did you hear from every quarter ?

Ans. Why, that they would be ruined men if the Bill were to pass.

Q. What did you mean by—“ I shall pay my respects again to
tile Governor, and have a talk, and will talk in the Indian language.”

Ans. I gave you the explanation yesterday—I mean the paper I
presented m writing.

1 1

Q. flow does it happen that you remember this particular conver-
sation ?

r

Ans. Because, as I have told you before, it was in consequence ofmy repeating that language to every body.

Q. In No. 6 you say “ The person goes to the city himself, withW 'C1
,

am satisfied, especially as I became acquainted last nio-ht
with the proceedings of a caucus, held by the expectants

; they are
certain ot a large estate—nay—of a magnificent one. It is thought
hat you are close-fisted—that I am so—and you only know The

r ,

1
f!\

e Power » these expectants should experience Midas’
late. What did you mean by that?

Ans. Indeed I don’t know exactly—there were a great many borers
tv ho wanted to be paid.

Q. Who told, you that there was such a caucus held?
Ans. I don’t recollect who told me. They told me a great manylies—some of them—perhaps the whole of them.

Q. U hat did any of them tell you which you discovered to be lies ?

Ans. I don’t know. I speak of the general tenor—the general ma-noeuvres—they all wanted fees.

Q. Please to name some of these persons ?

Ans. I can’t name any body— I don’t know them—they do not so
express themselves that you can catch them. If I were to namethem they would say it was not true, and what then?

Q. Is that your reason for not naming them ?

Ans. No it is not my reason; but it is the general reason that I
give; it is the conclusion you would form yourself.

Q. \ou say—“ I he Bill and your instructions must be herebyTuesday momtng—send it as we agreed upon—a special messenger
is the better mode—though one who comes may answer, if vou thrnk
so; I mean Mr. B. What Bill was this?

Bilans*
lhat WaS a BlU which was then in agitation—the resumption

Q. W hat did you mean by “ one who comes may answer.”
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Ans. I can’t tell exactly. I want to recollect some one whose name
begins with B. I do not know any thing I can say. It is of very lit-

tle consequence who brings the thing.

Q. You say in letter No. 7, “It was said by those who understand
the business, and particularly by a man of the name of Brodhead,
who does some business in the lumber way.” Did you mean Mr.
Handy to infer, that Brodhead was using corruption under the guise

of lumber business ?

Ans. I did not mean that.

Q. You say—“A strong and influential democrat from Susquehan-
na, I should say Lewistown, a friend of mine, deeply interested in the

credit system,” &c. Who was that person ?

Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. You say—“From the letter the gentleman wrote to Philadel-

phia, of which you transmitted me a copy.” Who was the gentle-

man ?

Ans. I looked for the letters of Mr. Handy, but I could not find

them.—I must have destroyed them, or 1 could give you the explana-

tion.

Q. Can you not recollect who made any demand of magnitude ?

Ans. It might have been Mr. Brodhead—my business was only for

the Moyamensing Bank— it was general conversation I heard which I

conveyed to Mr. Handy.

Q. What did you mean by “ To-morrow 1 expect to hear from

you respecting business in the lumber way, which is plenty cheap now,
and will sell.”

Ans. Mr. Handy expected to build in the spring—he had three or

lour lots on which he expected to build.—I know he had one, he told

me so himself—it was in Arch street.

Q. Did you expect him to write to you to purchase lumber for

these buildings?

Ans. I did not expect that. He might have done so. I would have
done whatever he requested.

Q. Why then did you expect to hear from him on the subject of

lumber?

A. He might have requested me to purchase lumber.

Q. Did he request you to buy lumber?
Ans. He did not.

Q. Why did you not sign all the letters?

Ans. I can’t give you no reason why I did not sign them.

Q. In No. 11, you say: “Your letter all is right
,
of 10th, has

been received. There is an objection. The five thousand dollars

must be placed immediately in hands.” What does that mean ?

Ans. I should suppose some man wanted five thousand dollars.

Who it was I cannot tell you. There were very frequent applications.
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flow much have you got to bribe the Legislature—how much have
you in your Bank. These were applications made to me by a good
many men, whom I did not know. 1 can’t name any of them.

Q. Fou say in this letter; “ i spent a portion of Monday with the
Governor and some of his friends. The time for action was short,
and I took responsibilities,” &c. Had you any such interviews with
the Governor and his friends ?

Ans. 1 may have.; I don’ know.

Q. Did you state any fact in this letter, of your own knowledge,
which was false ?

Ans. No; I did not slate false facts— I may have formed false con-
clusions. The facts which I state in these letters as having occurred
within my own knowledge, are true, as far as I can recollect.

Q. Had you ever an interview at the Governor’s with some gentle-
men ?

Ans. I might.

Q. You speak of proposing some measures to the Governor: -“The
time for action was short. 1 took responsibility.” What responsi-
bility do you allude to?

Ans. [ mean the responsibility of telling him to veto such bills as
would ruin us. T now recollect that it was the responsibility of letting
Bell’s Bill stand as he offered it.

Q. What did you mean—u The gentleman will not be the wiser
for it ?”

Ans. I forget.

Q. Do you wish us to understand that any improper conversation
occurred at that time ?

Ans. I do not wish you to understand so. I wish you to under-
stand that no such conversation has been improper.

Q. Do you now remember having had this conversation with the
Governor and some of his friends ?

Ans. I do not remember, but I am pretty certain I never spoke to
the Governor in an improper manner.

Q. What did you mean by saying: “That the responsibility of
what then took place, should be transferred to all is right to a trifling
matter.”

Ans. 1 do not recollect what I meant.

Q. Did you assume any pecuniary responsibility in that conversa-
tion ?

Ans. I never did, sir.

Q. Do you not know what you meant by that phrase—“ all is
right.”

Ans. I do not know particularly what is meant by “ all is right.” I
suppose it means a certain Bill as is said in the letter. I underscored
these words, I suppose, to make the expression positive.



Q. At the conversation with the Governor, referred' to in this letter,,

or any other conversation you may have had with the Governor, was
there any offer of any thing to influence his action, in relation to re-

sumption X

Ans. There was not,

Q. Was there any thing said as to how money might be made in

the event of the passage of the Bill ?

Ans. I used to be in company where the Governor was in the even-
ing, Groups would form, and we would talk on the subject which
was the topic of the day, resumption

;
and I, of course, gave my

opinion that contraction would depress things, and expansion keep
them up.

Q. In any of these conversations did you ever offer any body to

furnish the money for them to purchase property or stocks "l

Ans. I might have been asked the question whether 1 would or not,

I never offered to furnish money,

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had offered h> furnish

money for that purpose X

Ans. No person ever did. Not to my recollection. I am a stool

pigeon in this business, that is the whole of it. I wrote many of
these things down without understanding them at the time, what they

told me to write—expressions to which they have afterwards given a

different meaning.

Q. At the time you wrote, did you understand this phrase in No.
18 ? “ The agreement you made on the 10th inst. expires on the 20th
inst. as it was for ten days only binding. Don’t omit to inform me
whether this agreement shall continue in force with all is right.”

Ans. I did not know what it meant : and they told me exactly what
I did write.

Q. I understand you to say you wrote whatever they told you,
without your understanding what you wrote.

Ans. I mean what is in this letter, either Mr. Handy or Mr. Brod-

head told me.

Q. Did they tell you what the agreement was about ?

Ans. They took care never to tell what the agreement was about.

Adjourned, to meet again at the co.ll of the Chairman.

June 24th, 1842.

Committee met—present Mr. Sharswood.

Mr. Mos es W. Coolbaugh, being called and sworn, testifies as fol-

lows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840, and from what
county

1
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Ans. I was; and from Monroe county.

Q. Did you vote for or against what are commonly called Bell’s
resolutions ?

Ams. I voted against them in every "shape and form.

Q. Did any person, during that session, ever suggest to you that
money might be made in the event of the passage of Bell’s resolutions ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did any person ever intimate to you, that he would furnish the
means for investments in stock, or other property ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?
Ans. I did

; and near the time that those resolutions were up before
the House. 1

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Brodhead on that sub-
ject ?

Ans. I don’t recollect distinctly that 1 ever had, in regard to the
passage of those resolutions. I recollect, some time during the excite-
ment ol the Bank question— I don’t know whether it was in regard
to that Bill or no—I received information from some one that °Mr.
Brodhead wanted to see me at his room. I made inquiry where thatroom was

; and I don't recollect the number of the room at Mr.
buelners. 1 never was there but once. I went, and I found Mr.
Brodhead in bed, the time he wanted to see me. I did’nt know whathe wanted with an interview with me. He invited me to sit downWe entered into conversation about the Bank Bill. I am not certain
whether it was Mr. Snowden’s Bill or not, as he was the chairman
on Banks. 1 don t recollect the conversation that took place; but itwas very short. I told him the course f should pursue

; and I was
there but a tew minutes, and then left him. He never held out any
inducements to me ot any kind. He knew he could not so approach
me, because I was frank with him.

Q. In that conversation, did Mr. Brodhead say anything to vou in
regard to the effect it would have in raising the value of property, bv
the passage of the Bill ?

1 v y

Ans. 1 do not recollect anything of that kind. I don’t think he
did.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead say what interest he had in the Bill ?

Ans. No, sir
; not to my knowledge.J ZD

Q. Had you any conversations with any of the editors of the Key-
stone, at that time, on that subject ?

Ans. I had not. J think though I had some conversation with Mr.Biodhead and some others, at the same time, one day, in the gallery
of the Hall. At which time I stated, that I went for the earliest re-sumption; and he endeavored to show me what effect that would haveupon a class of people who were lumber men, and part of my con-
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stituents
; that it would lower the price of lumber; and it would affect

them in reducing the price of lumber, unless the resumption would be
immediately, or put off to a distant day; and my reply was, that I went
for the earliest day, regardless of consequences. This conversation
was, I think, before Mr. Bell’s resolutions were originated.

Q. Do you remember whether, in that conversation, he said any
thing about the price of lumber ?

Ans. He did not.

Q. Did you know Mr. Brodhead before ?

Ans. Yes ; ever since I was a boy.

Q. Did he live in your neighborhood ?

Ans. No ; he lived in Milford, Pike county—formerly Wayne
county—when I first knew him.

Q. What was his profession or occupation ?

Ans. He was an attorney. Admitted, and practised law for a
while at Milford. He abandoned the profession some time before he

left there. I think it was in 1837. He ran for Senator there in

1835. After he quit the profession of the law, I understood that he
went into the lumber business in Philadelphia. He was engaged
before that in the lumber business up the river, and had several saw
mills.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor, during that

session, on the subject of resumption 1

Ans. Not privately. I was there with other gentlemen when the

Bank question was spoken of. I do not remember anything that he

said in reference to the time of resumption.

Q. Do you know in any way of any corrupt or improper means
having been used, during that session, for the purpose of procuring

favorable legislation for the Banks ?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any such means
having been employed ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you know of any persons that were here, at that time,

engaged as borers for the Banks 1

Ans. I heard of a great many being here at that time, but did not

know them. None of them approached me.

Q. Was it generally spoken of at that time, that corrupt means
were being employed ?

Ans. I do not recollect hearing any thing of the kind then
;
not in

my presence.

Q. Do you know of any fact, or did any person ever tell you of

any fact, that you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not; and no person ever told me.
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Q- At the extra session, did you vote for or against the tax Bill ?

Ans. I voted against the tax Bill on several occasions; on all occa-
sions but one or two. I voted against the Bill that was killed.

Q. Do you remember a motion made by Mr. Baily and [logins to
leconsider the vote, in order to get in an amendment to tax Banks?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you remember having had any conversations with Mr.
Daniel M. Brodhead, on the subject of the tax Bill ?

Ans. I do not.

,

Q' question of the day of resumption come up at all at
the extra session ?

Ans. I think it did, as amendments to other Bills.

Q. Do you remember whether vou voted to retain, at the extra
session, the 15th January?
Ans. I do not remember.

M. W. COOLBAUGH.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Coolbaugh be discharged. Agreed to.

Committee met :

3 o'clock, P. M.

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Lowry, Ewing and Deford.

Mr. Joseph Soljis, again called :

Q. Do you not know that the strong and influential democrat fromSusquehanna—of whom you speak in No. 7—was Mr. John Norris !

Ans. I do not.

Q. What is the meaning of this phrase in No. 19 : “I am fearful
the gentleman is greedier than I expected, and does not argue as hewas directed V °

Ans. 1 suppose it may be some borer who wanted money.
Q. Did you mean hy arguing, using money to influence the Lems-

lature ? °

Ans. No, sir ; I did not.

Q. ^ ou say, “the committee of conference will meet this after-
noon, so a member of it—who was well, and now is ill disposed-
told me. Who was that member?
Ans. I can’t tell you.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Brown of the Senate, onthe subject ?
’

r

An
m

^ es
j

sir I conversed with him: he took the opposite side

:

1 could speak very little to him.
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Q. Did he ever give you any reason to suppose that he might be
induced to favor your views l

Ans. Re never did to me. I believe he one time said that the
Banks ought to have back the loans they had made, if the resump-
tion Bill was passed.

Q. What did you mean by this paragraph : “There are singular
transactions occurring every day, and friends and foes change. What
think you of Brown becoming quite reasonable. 1 had a conver-
sation with him this morning early. I feel nearly disposed to argue
the subject of resumption even with him 7”

Ans. I meant exacily what I have told.

Q. You say you actually did argue the subject with him ?

Ans. Well, I spoke to him; told him what 1 had told others, that

every thing would go to destruction.

Q. Why then do you say, you were nearly disposed to argue the

subject with him 7

Ans. He was a man who would not listen to any thing—kind of re-

pulsive.

Q. Did you ever hold out any pecuniary benefit to him, as an in-

ducement to favor your views 7

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. You say, “I am told that my friend, J. R. Evans, got that sec-

tion of deposits in the Bill, and by whom do you think.” By whom
was it 7

Ans. I do not know by whom it was. I may have asked him the

question for information myself. I wanted to know 1 suppose.

Q. You say, “Kingsbury is to be Speaker—why and wherefore,

you will learn when the bill of conferees appears, and is determined

on.” Why and wherefore was it 7

Ans. Indeed I don’t know myself; I said exactly what I heard.

Q. Did you see Dr. Sutherland at Harrisburg 7

Ans. Yes
; 1 did see him frequently.

Q. Was he one of the borers to whom you have referred?

Ans. He was not. He was, I expect, on boring. I do not refer to

him, but I saw him frequently.

Q. Did he assist you in the object for which you came, to Harris-

burg 7

Ans. If he did, I do not know it. I may suppose so.

Q. You say “I met Dr. Sutherland this morning in the House; he

was of gloomy mood ; he worked hard, as I perceived at a distance,

and was astonished at the change.” Do you now say, that you do

not know lie was assisting you ?

Ans. He was assisting in trying to get the Bill off—what he want-
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ed as well as myself. He was interested that that law should not o„
into operation. &

Q. What was the change at which he was astonished?

rejected

1 SUpP°Se 11 dld not Iook s0 Pavorable
5 that it would not be

why ’?

^ °U add " 761 th<3 D°Ct0r did not knovv why.” Did you know

Ans. No, I did not.

Q. In letter No. 22, you say, “{should like you to answer thegentleman boldly, giving me private instructions, to be used in case of
- desperate position.” What did that mean ?

Ans. I can’t tell what it meant.

Q. Did it not mean that Mr. Handy should tell the gentleman, thathe would be satisfied with nothing short of January, and give you pri-vate instructions as to any earlier day?
h * P

Ans. Well, that might be the case.

Q. Was not the gentleman Daniel M. Brodhead ?

gemlemao he“y * ''e 'VaS °”e °f ,hem ' ™ >"»» one

Q. In No. 25, you say, “ measures are now taken which I aD-

you
V

refer to ?

^ iS re^ uired ’” &c ‘ VVhat measures do

certain period!

1^ 1 SUPP°Se ’ l° * Bm paSsinS fixinS the time at a

Q- You say, “the Judge’s wife is not sick
; he must have had pow-

erS

U
” Ta

left thlS P,ace—

P

ut bim on the list of desert-ers. Who was the Judge you refer to ?

Ans. Perhaps it may be Judge Sutherland—I don’t know.
Q. W as it not Judge Kllis Lewis ?

,h^
S '

I

1

nT T 1 knew him 01lI >
r by beinS introduced to him inthe Senate Chamber; never spoke to him but once in my life.

Q. Did Judge Sutherland desert during that session ?

Ans. Well, I do not know whether he deserted or not. I used theexpression. Ine

Q. Why do you say he must have had powerful inducements tohave lelt tins place. What inducements had he to stay”
l°

^ 116 -»
Q. Did you hear that Judge Sutherland’s wife was sick ?
Ans. If it is so, I suppose I heard she was sick.

than
Y°U add> “ lhe COlIeCt°r aCtS VVelk ” What rf id you mean by

Ans. 1 do not know what I meant by it.
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Q. Who was the collector ?

Ans. I don’t know who the collector was.

Q. Did you not mean Judge Calvin Blythe ?

Ans. 1 can’t say what 1 am not positive of. I would not do that

man injustice by being positive.

Q. Was Judge Blythe assisting you in the object you had in

view ?

Ans. Not to my knowledge. He might have done it without it ;

—

he might have been against the resumption Bill, and ] might have

heard it.

Q. You say, “I met two gentlemen in the cars this morning—fine

men.” Who were they ?

Ans. I do not know—how can I tell—I might have known them.

Q. Did not Mr. Handy know who you meant?

Ans. He might for what I know.

Q. Had not these gentlemen something to do with the business you
had in hand?

Ans. It might be the case, if you mean the business of resumption ;

for there were a great many coming up for that purpose.

Q. You say, “ the Governor will sign no Bill against Pennsylvania

interest.” Who told you that ?

Ans. Well, I do not know who told me; perhaps he told me him-

self.

Q. Had you agreed with Mr. Handy to convey to him information

of any particular fact, by using that phrase?

Ans. I believe not.

Q. In letter No. 27, you say, “A resolution of ways and means to

pay interest, repairs, &c., is to be passed in the House, and an
amendment thereto in the Senate, is to fix the fate of the Banks.”

—

Who told you this ?

Ans. 1 may have read it. This I may have read, or somebody
may have told me.

Q. W’as there not such a resolution for a loan passed, and an
amendment about the Banks added in the Senate?

Ans. That might be the case.

Q. Did you ever read any amendment prepared to be offered in the

Senate ?

Ans. I might. When I say I might, I do not mean that I did. I

may have seen it afterwards— r may have seen it before.

Q. Was it in manuscript when you saw it?

Ans. I do not know
;

I cannot tell you whether it was in manu-
script.

Q. Who show’ed it to you ?

Ans. I do not know ; I can’t tell who showed it to me.
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Q. Was it not Daniel M. Brodhead ?

Ans. I do not recollect; but it might be.

Q. Was not a copy of that law sent to Mr. Handy ?
Ans. That may be the case.

Q. Do you not know that it was ?

Ans. I dare say it was. If the letter says so, it was so
; the letter

is more assurance than what 1 can know now.
Q. In letter No 29 you say, “the friend on the Susquehanna who
Srri T

e
>

in
c
he T r yesterday> used most powerful argumentsh the Judges friend, whom I mentioned to you yesterday as hav-ing deserted, and could do nothing as yet with that individual—singu-lar occurrence.” Who was the friend on the Susquehanna ?

g

not

A,™S sen,leman came in the '“--I gentlemen—I do

Q. Was it not John C. Boyd ?

oc“l£*7d CaT Wit
u T in the Cars °n more than oneoccasion. 1 do not remember whether it was on this.

Q. W ho was the Judge’s friend to whom you refer ?

Ans. I do not know who the Judge’s friend was.

Q- Try to remember now whether the Jud<*e who Hpsp t d
Judge Sutherland or Judge Lewis?

° serted was

Ans. It is not in the letter who it was. I do not recollect it.

Q. 1 ou say, “ the gentleman may give you details by this eveninoN

thina
;

”
he

T
UST n

°d
V

I

hard
’ and dr'VeS and acts and ~‘ urns op everything. lo whom did you reler ?

^

Ans. Well, it may have been Brodhead, or some ether gentleman.
Q. What did Brodhead do ?

tendon.
1 d°n,t kDOW 'Vhat hG did 5 he did

’

nt teI1 >ne; I could

Q. What could you tell us ?

Ans. If 1 knew I could tell you. I saw him move about—andevery man there whom I saw—to try to get the Bill passed.
Q. In No. 32 you say, “ there seems to be a disposition to Dro-crastinate, and to create more difficulties so as to produce more mint

meanT
°ther^ °f “ m°re luxurious nature>” &c. What did you’

Ans. I don’t know what I meant. Let me look at the letter. fTheletter is handed to witness.) It is very like I meant the borers want-ed more money, or more juleps.

Q. Why did you add, “I say now, it is necessary to be firm andto submit to no kind of requisitions ?”
' ’ d

Ans. I suppose I told him not to do it. It speaks for itself.

siti?ns?

ld y°U kn °'V tHat Mr ‘ Handy had aIready submitted to requi-

Ans. I might suspect so.
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Q. On what grounds ?

Ans. From whispering, from talk, that persons boring got money.

Q. While this business was pending, did you see Mr. Handy in the

city ?

Ans. 1 have told you so—frequently, whenever I went down.

Q. Did you ever ask him whether he had sent money to Harris-

burg ?

Ans. I might have asked him.

Q. What did he reply ?

Ans. Mr. Handy was always reserved about money matters. He
said he was forced to do things which were reluctant to his feelings

and his principles, but that not to lose all he had, he was compelled

to act in this manner. Whenever 1 agitated the subject, he would say,

not to talk to me, I want to forget the whole of it.

Q. Did you ask him to whom he sent money ?

Ans. There was no secret about sending money. I have told you
that in business matters, money was going through the Bank, and
Brodhead may have got a part of it.

Q. Did you ever ask Brodhead what he had done with it?

Ans. I did not ask Brodhead what he was doing with the money.

Q. Did he tell you at the time what he was doing with it?

Ans. He may have told me that he purchased lumber with it.

Q. Of whom did he say that he had purchased lumber?

Ans. I do not know that; he went to Columbia, and he told me
several times that he purchased lumber; I suppose it was with this

money.

Q. Do you remember when he went to Columbia?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you remember at what stage of the business in the Legisla-

ture it was, when he went to Columbia?

Ans. I do not.

Q. What did he tell you when he returned ?

Ans. That he had bought lumber.

Q. Did you not understand from him that those purchases had a

connection with the legislation then desired ?

Ans. I didn’t understand that. I understood, or I believed, or I

thought, that these men might be induced by these purchases to try

to get that law passed
;
they might feel themselves under some obli-

gation
;

it was a mere matter of opinion.

Q. Did he tell you he made the purchases of members of the Legis-

lature, or of the Governor, or any officer of the Government?

Ans. No, sir; he did not say so.

Q. Did he tell you who he bought of?

Ans. No, he did not.



Q- Did you ask him ?

Ans. I do not recollect.

Q. You say, “ we have argued well, and are tired of hearing' aboutfurther arguments.” What did that mean ?
°

Ans. That means what it says there; just what is written.

Q. Did any body request you to give him more arguments?
Ans. I don’t know any thing about that.

Q. Did you not mean by this phrase, money ?
Ans. I did not.

Q. ^ No 33 you say, “the gentleman required last ni<*ht more

so°rTnlJV b
r

t

/,
Wa

f
t,reci

’ exha,Jsted, and had none to give any moreso I told him I felt sleepy, and went to bed.” What did you mean?’
Ans. J hat means exactly what is written there.

referre^°to?
eme,nber^ the conversation wi* the gentleman here

Ans. Yes. I must remember it
; here it stands written.

Q. Why did he say he wanted more arguments ?

Abs. Indeed I don’t know, sir.

Q. Was it not money he wanted ?

Ans. How could I give money ? I had no money to give. I don’tknow, sir. I can’t answer positively. It can’t be money, for I hadno money—never had any. ^ 1 natt

money
1?"^ ^ Brodhead ever ask y°u to write to Mr. Handy for more

Ans. He may have asked me to write, but I don’t recollect that heasked me to write for money.
ouect tnat he

Q. Did you ever see Brodhead have money that session ?

Ans. Yes. I have seen Mr. Brodhead have money.
Q. How much

?

Ans. That I don’t know.

Q. As much as a thousand dollars ?

Ans. It may have been twenty for what I know. He did not showit to me. I saw it in his hands.

Q. Where was he when you saw it ?

Ans. That I don’t know.
Q. Was it in his room ?

A n3. I can’t recollect.

Q. What did he tell you he was going to do with it?

^
Ans. He did not tell me any thing what he was going to do with.

Q. Did he tell you where he got it ?

Ans. No, he did not.

BK„ IN. COM. 14



210

Q. You say he had the money in his hands. What was he doing

with it ]

Ans. 1 don’t know, lie may have been counting. I do not allude to

any particular time.

Q. Who was present at any time, when you saw Brodhead have
money ?

Ans. That is a difficult question. I can’t tell.

Q. Why did he show you money at any time?

Ans. He did not show it purposely; it was mere accidental that I

saw it.

Q. If you remember that he did not show it to you on purpose, and
that it was merely accidental, why can you not tell us all about it 7

Ans. Because I cannot tell you more than [ know.

Q. You said just now, you did not allude to any particular time.

Did you see him have money more than once during that session?

Ans. Well, I might, more than once, perhaps ten times.

Q. On all these occasions was it by' mere accident that you saw it?

Ans. I should suppose so, because I do not see any design.

Q. On any of these occasions was he in his room?

Ans. I was not frequently in his room. It might have been ther%

Q. Was not any body else present at any of those times ?

Ans. I don't think there was.

Q. Did you ever see him pay money to any body at Harrisburg?

Ans. I have not.

Q. Can you remember how you sent these letters to Mr. Handy?

Ans. I sent them by' mail, I suppose.

Q. Under cover to any body ?

Ans. No, I don’t think I did. 1 might.

Q. Did you ever write a letter to him under cover, to the Cashier

of your Bank ?

Ans. I do not remember; perhaps I did.

Q. In No. 39, you say, “Judge B. is even of opinion, that under

the provision in the amendment, it will be questionable, whether any
interest can be required.” Who was Judge B?

Ans. 1 was standing in the Senate Chamber, just at the entry, and
a gentleman came out, I believe it must have been Mr. Wood, and
asked the Judge, (Judge Burnside,) whether it was legal; I believe

he said yes.

Q. You say, “ Mr. B. has gone home, but what could be arranged,

ho did, ere he departed.” Who was Mr. R?

Ans. Well, I suppose it must have been Mr. Brodhead.

Q. Was it not Mr. Boyd?



Am. No, I don’t believe it was Mr. Boyd
; it is more like it was

Brudhead.

Q. Ion ad.
I,
“ the gentleman wants to go to Philadelphia.” Was

not that Mr. Brudhead ?
1

Ans. I don’t see that it can be Mr. Brodhend. He would not goawav when the bill was in such dangerous situation.

Q. Who was it?

Ans. 1 don’t know myself.

Q. -iou say, “ get the power yourself, as a committee, to act and
settle with the Governor. We will arrange the business here as it
should be arranged

; and 1 am persuaded you are informed it can be

rumed?
H°W WUS U underslood diat the loan should he ar-

Ans. I will tell von how it was understood : it was thought a "Teat
thing then, which it did not turn out so. Then, sir, we"wanted to
get a portion ol that good thing, the Moyamensing Bank. I thought
then, 1 hat 1 would write to Handy, being my particular friend*; itcom, | be better got to go along with the Girard Bank, to go to iheGovernor to argue with him to give it in that way. 1 don’t flunk we
got tinv

,
perhaps it was divided among the Banks.

Q. Was anything at any time understood, as to the amounts in
."I" h certificates fur the loan should be issued ?

Ans. I know nothing about it.

Q. Did Bred head ever tell you, that they could make a circulating
medium of the certificates? a

Ans. It wasn’t only Brudhead told me, but a great man v other
people.

Q. VV hat other people?
Ans. I don’t know; but I opposed it all I could, for I considered

that it would militate against our circulation.

Q. Had \ ou ever any conversation with the Governor on that sub-
jeet?

Ans. I might, sir, have had some conversation
; I don’t know Itmay lie the case 1 had.

Q. Did you understand in what way the loan was to be transferred T
Ans. I never did.

Q. Did you ever hear what kind of money the Banks were to
advance ?

Ans. [ did not.

Q. Were you ever present during that session, at any conversation
when the meaning of the term, constitutional currency or its equiv-
alent, in the bill was discussed ?

Ans. Not to my recollection.

Q. Had you -vr any conversation with Mr. Bell, of the Senate
on the subject ol hi* amendment?

Ans. I might, sir.
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Q. You say, in No. 39, “ I received your letter this afternoon and
had tried Bell repeatedly, and the Governor himself endeavored to

have every thing made plain.” Where did you get this information

?

Ans. 1 suppose I got it from Bell if it is so ; though some other per-

son may have told me.

Q. Do you remember ever to have met Samuel R. Wood in Brod-
head’s room?

Ans. I might have met him there.

Q. Was it the same day you came up in the cars with Boyd?

Ans. I don’t know,

Q. Do you remember having asked Boyd in the cars, whether
Samuel R. Wood was along?

Ans. I do not remember.

Q. Did Mr. Handy ever tell you, that he had requested Mr. Wood
to go to Harrisburg?

Ans. I don’t recollect that he did.

Q. Did you ever meet Mr. Barrett, of the Keystone, in Mr. Brod-

head’s room ?

Ans. I don’t know. I don’t recollect that I ever saw him there.

Q. Was he one of those who asked you if you had brought money
up here?

Ans. I only know Mr. Barrett from his being pointed out to me
during my last examination here. I am a subscriber to the Keystone,

and saw it was Barrett.

Q. The gentleman pointed out to you as Mr. Barrett, did you ever

see him in Brodhead’s room ?

Ans. I never did, I believe.

Q. You say you were not acquainted with him at all, during the

session of 1 840 ?

Ans. I am a subscriber to the Keystone—saw him—but did not

know the distinction between him and his partner.

Q. Do you know whether he got money from Mr. Brodhead?

Ans. I do not ;
nothing but the rumors. Brodhead did not tell me

that he had given him money. He did not tell me that Brodhead had

given him money. He did never ask me for money.

Q. Had you any business to transact with any member of the

Legislature during that session ?

Ans. No.

Q. Had you any business with the Governor ?

Ans. None, sir ;
excepting what I mentioned in my testimony be-

fore.

Q. Did you make any present, or loan of any thing, to any mem-
ber of the Legislature ?

Ans. No. sir
; I did not.
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Q. Did you make any present, or loan of any thing, to the Gov-ernor !

Ans. No, sir. They put it in caricature, that I did, in the news-
papers; but I never did.

em
?-
nv
D
°
J°“

1know
’ of y°ur 0WQ knowledge, of any corrupt meansemployed at Harrisburg that session, to procure legislation ?

Ans. No
;

I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew ?

so-A
nS N°

; no person-they said they supposed so—they guessed

Q. Did Brodhead ever tell you who he guessed got money?
Ans. He did not.

Q. What did you suppose Mr. Handy meant, when he told von he>vas lorced to do things against his principles ?

^

through.
1 SUpP°Se t0 g ‘Ve Mr ‘ Broc^head money to get that Bill bored

thmu ,h?

J y°U SUPP°SS ’ at Uiat tlme
’ that BrodhRad was boring it

wi; t?h’i„g

r

il,rLgif
W8 '00d h° EOt pe0|,,e r'0m quarter to

On motion,

calfoffbJ rh
T!,a ‘ ‘ hiS C

A
°mmi“ee now adJ°urn ’ to again at the^aii Oi tij6 Lnauman, Agreed to*

Committee met pursuant to adjournment
Present Mr. Sharswood.

June 25, 1842.

Mr. Frederick Neff, being called and sworn, testifiesas follows:

what county
?°U * m3mter °f ,he L=S^I«‘uro in 1840; and iron,

Ans. I was; and from Somerset and Cambria counties.

A-UeTLl,WluTo"ff"
Sl ti,e "*"**» «—

Ans. I cannot recollect—the Journals will show.

c.r
U
„™

H“d
,

y0“
'l"

any 0,tjr
’ r>

r'"1'!se u" any kind made to yot,

tra Son!
°n " °ny °lhir Bl11 ’ *>H«f that session, „ ,heex.

Ans. No, sir; not anything of the kind

° r <-«*
Ans. No, sir

; I do not.
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Q. Dili any mambra r of the Legislature ever tell you *b..it he knew
of or received any such offer ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q Did you yourself, or do you know of any member of the Legis-

lature, who came to the possession of any money, or valuable thing,

by finding, or in any way, that you did not know the source from
which it came

?

Ans. I did not; nor do I know of any person who did?

Q Had you any contract or arrangement with any person, which
was contingent upon the late of the passage of the resumption Llill ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Did any person ever present you, or offer to present you wiih

any money or valuable thing during that session?

Ans. No person ever did.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?

Ans. I do not recollect him; I boarded at Buehler’s, and heard he

had room No. 6; hut 1 had no acquaintance with him, or I could have

recollected him.

Q. Do you know of any of Mr. Brodhead’s transactions during

that session ?

Ans. I do not. 1 never was at his room, and know nothing of his

transactions.

Q. Did any person ever teli you that he knew of any of Brodhead’s

transactions ?

Ans. No.

Q. Did you vote for or against the tax Bill, at the extra session ?

Ans. I think { voted for it.

Q. Had you any offer or proposition made to you, of a pecuniary

benefit, on account of your voting for that Bill ?

Ans. 1 never had.

Q. Do you know of any improper or corrupt means having been

used luring that session, by any person to procure legislation?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew of any corrupt

means having been used here at that time?

Ans. No person ever told me so.

Q. Did any person ever point out to you the mode in which any
monev might be made in the event of the passage of those resolu-

tions ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. D i you know any fact, or did any person ever tell you of any
fact, which you deem material to this investigation?

Ans. No, sir; not at all.

FREDERICK NEFF.
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On motion,

Mr. Neff was discharged.

Joseph Solus, again called :

Q. Did you get paid for your services?

n
A

,

ns- "evt;r get paid for my services. The MoyamensingBank paid forty or fifty dollars expenses, the rest I paid myself.

Q. Do you know any fact which you deem material to this inves-
ligation 1

Ans. I do not now know any diet material to this investigation.

Q. Have you any letters of Brodhead, any member of the Lemsla-
:
Ure

’ °r Governor, or Handy, relating to the matter of this investiga-
tion !

°

Ans. I have not, that I can fiud.

J. SOLMS.

.
3 o'clock, P. M.

Lommittee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Ewing, Lowry, and Deford.

Mr. Samuel R. Wood, -being called and -affirmed, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you at 11 irrisb irg during the session of 1640 ?

!
Was - 1 '!a

,

s at two Afferent periods. I came on the^ l
f

.,

a
,

mja
7;

a
":.

1 le\horP °.n ",R Sth ° f February. I came again
o. the -22J oT March, and remained here, [ think, until the 2Sth. My
first visit was on private business, and had no connection with any.thing that was before the Legislature. During my stay in the citybetween those visits to Harrisburg, I was spoken to by the Directors
of -seveiu I of the Banks, to kn »w my opinion of the possibility of get-ting .a law passed to extend the period of resumption ^ and also

&
topermit toe Banks to issue notes under the denomination of five dol-

lars. I expressed my belief that the Legislature might extend thetame ol resumption
; but that they would not agree to allow the Banks

to issue small notes. I was solicited to come up immediately, which
1 could not agree to do. Somewhere about the 18th of March I hadan interview with a number of the Directors of the Bank of the United
estates, in their room, when rhey pressed me very much to come Iafterwards saw Lawrence Lewis, Richard Price, and George Handy:and on the 2 1st ol March, promised George Handy that I woiddcome up the next day, which 1 did,- and from that period, until thepassage ol the law, used my best efforts to have the law passed.

*he
Q
ma?terf

r* ^ y°“ ^ b°dy WaS here attending to

Ans. He told me on the 2 1st of March, that I would find Daniel M.oj odliead here, whom 1 might communicate with on the subject.
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Q. Who came up with you, at that time, in the cars f

Ans. John C. Boyd came, by agreement, with me ;
when I got

into the cars* at the corner of Broad and Willow streets, 1 found Jo-

seph Solms in the cars, but was not before aware that he was coming.

Ido not recollect who was in the car besides; there were a larger

number.

Q. What did you do immediately on your arrival at Harrisburg?

Did you see Mr. Brodhead?

Ans. I saw Daniel M. Brodhead that afternoon in his room at

Buehler’s hotel, where I put up myself ; I found wkb him Joseph

Solms; I communicated to them at once what the object of my visit

was* and told them I was ready to co operate with them in any man-
ner that was proper to bring about the desired result.

Q. Do you remember what was the stage of the business then

before the Legislature ?

Ans. My impression is, that there was to be a vote taken on the

next day in the Senate, but I do not recollect what the precise state of

the Bank Bill was. It was thought that it would be a very tight vole,

and it would he necessary to have every friend of the Bill present. The
member from Lebanon* (Mr. Killiuger,) had gone home, and I under-

took to send for him, which I did that evening.

Q. Had you any conversation with Mr. Brodhead and Mr. Solms
of what had been- done, and what tltey contemplated doing to secure

the success of their object ?

Ans- 1 inquired of Daniel Brodhead if the several friends of the

Bill, who were here, Ivad co-operated, awl vvhether he was able to tell

what the precise vote would be. He told me that no such co-operation

had take® place; but taking a list of the Senators,, showed me those

that he had reason to believe would vote for the Bill.

Q. Did he tell you who was engaged here besides himself as borers

n promoting that object ?

Ans I have no recollection-, at that interview, of his designating’

any person, but at the same time we may have spoken of those who
were here; as I afterwards ascertained a number who l- presumed
were here for that special object ; although, I think, but one who-

avowed it to me, that was Thomas Chambers.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Handy,, or from. Mr. Brodhead,

previous to your coming to Harrisburg, that he had the command of
money ?

Ans. I was not told bv either George Handy, or any other person

in the city, or by Daniel Brod head; that he had any money to dispose

of to effect the object.

Q. Had you any conversations with him subsequently, as to his

having had the command of money, during these transactions?

Ans. I never have; he never gave me any information of having

had any money to produce the passage of the Bill-
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Q* Were you ever told by Joseph Solms, at or subsequent to the.se
transactions, that there had been employed ?

Ans. I think I can say that he never did tell me that money had
been employed. My suspicions were certainly excited by what I saw
then, which have been strengthened by facts which have been made
public since; and I have had frequent conversations with Joseph
Solms since the passage of that Bill

; he always represented to me
that he knew nothing of the disposition of the money, but, like myself,
suspected that money had been paid at Harrisburg.

Q. Have the goodness to state what it was excited your suspi-

Ans. There were men who had voted in the early part of the ses-
sion one way, who finally voted very differently.

Q. Did you observe anything about the conduct of Mr. Brodhead
.hat was calculated to excite your suspicion ?

Ans. I did
; he kept very much to the house

; was very seldom
>een in the legislative halls, and I did not see him use those means,
rnd be among the members as persons generally were, and are, when
they come to effect an object.

Q. Were you frequently at Mr. Brodhead’s room at Buehler’s.
Ans. I was.

Q. Was Mr. Brodhead’s room much frequented by visiters and
strangers, during that session ?

Ans. I have frequently seen persons with him, although 1 did not
.•emain often long in his room.

Q. Had you any conversation with Thomas Chambers in reference
o the means employed for the purpose of procuring the passage of
he desired legislation ?

°

Ans. 1 frequentlv conversed with Thomas Chambers on the sub-
ect of the Bill

; and we compared sentiments as to the probability of
ts passage. Thomas Chambers, however, considered himself as the
special agent ol the Bank of the United States

;
and without confer-

ring much with me, appeared to me to act very much alone. I am
under the impression that 1 was not told in Philadelphia, that Thomas
Chambers was employed by the Bank, although subsequently 1 have
seen.

Q. Did he ever tell you that there was money at Harrisburg?
Ans. He never did at that period.

Q. Do you know of anv of Mr. Brodhead’s business or money
transactions at Harrisburg, during that period?
Ans. I do not

; I was not aware of his having any.

Q. Did he ever tell you that he was engaged in the purchase of
umber?
Ans. Never

; that is, not here. I knew he was a lumber merchant
-in Philadelphia.



218

Q. Did Thomas Chambers ever tell sou, at any time, that there

was money at Harrisburg, during that period?

Ans. My belief is that he never did.

Q. Did Daniel M. Brodhead, at any period, either then or since,

tell you that there was any money then at Harrisburg?

Ans. He never did.

Q Have \ou ever had any conversation with Daniel M. Brodhead
about the mode by which that Bill was carried, upon that subject ?

Ans. During the last session, viz: of 1841— l had frequent conver-

sations with Daniel Brodhead, at Harrisburg. 1 have no recollection

of any that would come directlv under the words of the question, as

he always appeared to avoid saving much to me on that subject. He,
1 know, was of the opinion, during »he session 1 allude to, that if the

Banks wanted the indulgence which appeared necessary at that time,

that they would have to pay for it.

Q. Did he intimate to you that th it had been the case before ?

Ans. I understood from him that that had been the case ; but it was
more by implication than direct assertion.

Q. Do you remember what he said ? What were his words from
which you made this conclusion?

Ans. I always feel careful, alter a lapse of months or years, to

attempt to give the exact words on any important matter; and i

would not pretend to give his words on that occasion, or any other;

but might give correctly the substance.

Q. What was the substance, if you cannot give the exact words?

Ans. The substance was, that there were those —to use an expres-

sion which he frequently used —that would need argument, such as he

had not the authority to give; and that if they obtained the desired

object, the Banks would have to provide him with that argument.

Q. Did lie say how strong an argument was then needed?

Ans. I don’t think lie ever stated that; I was not here during that

session, on business connected with any Bank; and the conversations

were more general than special.

Q. Did vou over ask him how he would go about to employ such

an argument with any member of the Legislature or officer of the

Government ?

Ans. I wish it to be distinctly understood, that he never stated

directlv to me that he ever used anv corrupt means to procure a vote,

or obtain the Executive sanction. In the course of our conversation

he has repeatedly alluded to the practicability of so doing.

[Mr. Lowrv here obj -cted to these questions, and asked whether

this Committee were trying Mr. Brodhead; and if ever Mr. Brod-

AnVad h id, at anv linn stated, that he had bribed any member or

had anycer, whether that would be testimony here.]
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Oa the question.

Shall the witness proceed to answer?

Mr. Ewing voted Yea.
Mr. ShUfawood voted Yea.
Mr. Penniman voted Yea.
Mr. Deford voted Yea.
Mr. Lowry voted Nay.

So it was determined in the affirmative.

Q. Did he ever intimate, to you that he had used such an argu-

a limit ?

Ans. lie intimated that it might or could be done, rather than it

lad been done.

Q. In what manner did he intimate that it might be done?

(Messrs. Lowry and Deford object.)

[Mr Deford filed the following objection: “ Because its answer in

he affirmative would not implicate Daniel M. Brodhead, or any one
else.

Mr. Lowry said he objected to having the witness go into this kind
of hearsay and insinuating testimony. But as the Committee has
iverruled, and all the injustice done which probably can be, I will

low vote for Mr. Wood to proceed and answer all the questions—as
he injustice ol suppressing the balance, to me, is as apparent as re-

viving what has been. To suppress it now would be unfair, and
urge anticipations might be made on it, provided it was \'i hbeld.

I think this whole testimony, in regard to what Brodhead said he had
lone, could do, or might, he done, is illegal. A Justice of the Peace
or an Alderman would reject it. A court of character would no’, for

i moment, entertain such a proposition, and upon what principle of
vidence this Committee receives this kind of testimony, 1 am at a
oss to define.]

O a the question,

Shall the witness answer the question?

Mr. S liarswood voted Nay.
Mr. Ewing voted Yea.
Mr. Peimiman voted \ ea.

Mr. Defa'd voted Nay.
Mr. Lowry voted Yea.

It was determined in the affirmative.

Ans. Go Daniel Brodhead intimating to me that it would be neces-
sary for the Banks to produce this kind of argument, I told him that

I could not see how any man dare approach a member or the Execu-
tive with a bribe. He said that it could be put up'inlo a near little

package, containing one thousand, or five thousand, or thirty thou-
sand dollars; that the person might be visited when he was’in bed,
and a package carefully put under his pillow; and with the argument
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that might be used in conversation, it would produce the desired

effect.

Q. Did you bring any money to Harrisburg?

Ans. About enough to pay my expenses. I never received from
the Bank of the United States, or any other Bank, or any officer or
agent ot any Bank, directly or indirectly, one dollar for my services
at Harrisburg—not even for my expenses.

Q. Did you ever, during that period, make any corrupt offer or
proposition to any member ol the Legislature, or officer of the Go-
vernment ?

Ans. 1 never did, directly, indirectly, or by implication, either at

that, or at an ^ other session of the Legislature.

Q. Did any person ever tell you of any such offer or proposition,

at that session, being either made or proposed to be made?
Aus. The only instance that I can recollect, that that question

would h ive a bearing upon, was this. John C. Boyd, during the

session of 1840, came into my room at Buehler’s, and told me that

he had boon offered five thousand dollars if he would procure the

vote ot a member of the Senate.

Q. Did he tell you by whom?
Ans. lie did; by Mr. Barrett, of the Keystone.

Q. Did he tell you whether he had agreed to accept or decline?

Ans. U that period, it was considered that Col. Fleming held the

casting v to in the Senate. There was, therefore, much anxiety on
the part of the friends of the Bill, that his vote should be secured.

John C. B iyd was acquainted with him; and, it was supposed, coming
from the north, that he would h ive considerable influence with him.

It was agreed, therefore, that he should call on Col. Fleming the

morning of the day on which the vote was to be taken. My impres-

sion is, that he ha l left me with the intention of going to see Col.

Fleming, but had not got there, when, as he represented, he met Mr.
Barrett. He came to my room, however, before he went to see Mr.
Fleming, and stated what I have just testified. He was very uneasy,

and, at tfm same time, very anxious, and evinced it both by words

and appearance. He was anxious that the Bill should pass, but

careful to do nothing that was wrong to procure its passage. I ad-

vised him not to make 'he off a
-

,
and not to accept of the monej'. I

am speaking now of Mr. Boyd. He went and saw Mr. Fleming.

On his return, told ms tli it he had in no manner alluded to the money,
and t’n i Mr. Fleming would vote for the Bill. He has subsequently

told oi tli u be never did receive a dollar on that occasion, or from

the Bank, even to pay his own expenses. He told me since he never

receiv 'd any.

Q. D i you know of any money having been employed, or pro-

posed to be employed, for the purpose of influencing the press at

Harrisburg, at that period ?

fcb
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Ans. I do not. When I say that, I wish however to qualify it so
far, that at that period I was several times spokeu to by an indi-
vidual in this town, stating that the Reporter could be purchased;
that the proprietors were anxious to sell it out, and asking my influ-

a
e”ca *° ob,ain the ,neans for doing it-—(I mean that the proprietors
wished to sell the whole establishment.)— I, however, did not take any

3
measures to forward the view. William Ayres, of this town, was the
individual who spoke to me.

r
Q* Did any Person ever tell you that he knew any fact of this

character connected with the Keystone ?

Ans. No ; I have no recollection of any such communication.

Q. Had you any conversation, during that period, with any of the
editors of that paper on the subject of legislation for the Banks?

Ans. I had with Mr. Barrett, and with Mr. Parke, who, 1 think,
was then an editor.

Q. \\ ere these gentlemen, or either of them, exerting themselves in
, favor of the Bill?

:
Ans. Mr. Barrett was exerting himself in favor of the Bill—appear-

ed to be quite active. I have no distinct recollection of any distinct
conversation with Mr. Parke, except on the subject generally.

Q. Had you any conversation on the subject with the Governor’
Aus. I had.

Q. Do you rememher what they were ?

Ans. 1 have a more distinct recollection of one than I have of any
otber" 1 was in the practice of frequently calling, as I always am
when here, and our conversation was mostly general

; but at the spe-
cial conversation that I allude to, I introduced the subject of issuing
small notes, as many of our Banks were extremely desirous of issuing
:hem, of a less denomination than five dollars; and I gave him mv
views on the subject. He at once objected to that

; and I believe his
expression was, that he would veto any Bill that had that feature in
it. \\ ith respect to the extension, he was favorable—expressed his
opinion then, and at every interview I had with him during the whole
session, when the subject was alluded to.

Q. Did you ever see Daniel M. Brodhead at the Government?
Ans. 1 have no recollection of ever meeting him there.

Q. Look at these letters, and say if they are in your handwriting?
Ans. These letters marked No. 100, 101, 102 and 103, are in my

handwriting, J

Q. Are the facts contained in these letters, which are stated on
your own knowledge, true?

Ans. I do not know what are contained in them; but I have no
doubt that 1 believed them so at the time.

Q- You say in No. 100,
Sic. Was that so ?

“this, I hope, I effected in two instances,”
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i

Ans. That fact was so. I believe that the Journals will show tha

Mr. Cutler and Colt were favorable to the Bill ; they paired off with

two who we're unfriendly ; who they were I do not remember.

Q. [low did you effect it ?

Ans. 1 was and have been long an intimate and cordial friend o

Chester Butler, and am acquainted with Major Colt, and I have n<

doubt they communicated to me the fact that they wanted to leave

and that [ found two members adverse to the Bill who wanted to go
and agreed to go if they would. There was riot any improper mean
used certainly, or I would remember it.

Q. Look at this letter, No. 103, and say, if you can, on what dat,|

J. C. Boyd left Harrisburg to go home ?

Ans. 'This letter is dated 3 mo., 27—and i say in it, “ this day
parted with great reluctance.” I presume it was on that day he lefi

if I dated my letter correctly. It is postmarked the 28lh.

Q. You state in this letter, “the Governor is very anxious abou

the fate of this Bill. He has been to our house (Buehler’s) this even

ing—got me to call out Stevenson, Snyder and Patterson, with when
he had a separate and private conference, lie also saw Miller o

Berks and Myers at our house. He and his special friends are deter

mined to get it through.” On what authority did you state thesi

facts ?

di

Ans. 1 state those facts from my own knowledge. The Governo
called on me at Buehler’s, and requested me to call out Michael Sny
der, Samuel Stevenson— 1 say Patterson, though I have not a distinc'

recollection of him—hut the others I do distinctly recollect. I did s<

call them out. 1 was not present with them in the conference; an
rm information in regard to it is derived from Stevenson and Snyde
themselves. I believe the Governor himself stated to me the object c

the interview
'Ik

Q. What did the Governor state to you to be the object of the interp,

view ?

Ans He stated to me that the object of his visit was to see them oil

the subject of the Bank Bill. He did not tell me then w hat his viewL

on that subject were—nor did he tell me afterwards what had ta keg

lace at the interview.
lie

Q. What did Snyder and Stevenson tel! you had occurred at tha

interview ? n
Mr. Deford moved to amend the question by adding, “as to any®

thing improper or corrupt on the subject of resumption.’

The motion was not agreed to.

It:

Ans
Bill as it then stood. Stevenson did not positively say

but Snyder said lie would not, and i hat the Governor could not induce

Aik! 1 should like to add, as I believe that I am nut in the practice <

writing from Harrisburg little chit-chat of no moment, but my objic

Ik

ts. They told me that the Governor had told them to vote for thj

rs it then stood. Stevenson did not positively say he would notp

I
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i staling tliis fact to George Handy "’as, to show him that there was
IO doubt that the Governor would sign the Biil, about which there imd
een considerable doubt in Philadelphia. They stated to me nothing that
ecu r red, at that interview, of an improper character, nor had I ever
u idea ol anything ot the sort having taken place.

Q. \ou speak also of his having seen Miller, of Berks, and Myers
t your house?

J

Ans. I have not a distinct recollection of that fact. I have no
oubt it was so.

Q. Please read the balance of the letter, and state the authority
pon which the facts in it are stated !

Ans. Lee and Lyons both promised me they would vote for the
;

Ml. W hat is stated of Crispin I have a di tinct recollection of. I
mught Dr. Strohecker, from what he said me, would, without doubt
ote tor the Bill.

Q. Did Mr. Petriken ever tell you himself that Dr. Strohecker had
romised to vote for ihe Bill !

Ans. No, he did not.

Q. Why did you rely on Mr. Petriken’s aid?

Ans. [ believed Judge Burnside and Mr. Petriken to be in favor of
le Bill.

Q. Did you ever understand from Mr. Petriken himself, that he
’as in favor of the Bill ?

Ans. It was the impression I derived from general conversation with
im. I cannot specify any particular one.

Q. What did you understand were his views on the question of
le period of resumption ?

Ans. 1 cannot say what his views were on that subject. Judge
iurnside was here at the time, and was entirely favorable to the BUI
—to an extension ol ihe time—and that heaided us in our endeavors;
e did not consider him as here for the Bank. I was requested by
ne of i ho Senators, I think Fred rick Fraley, for his opinion on the
roviso ol the first section of the Bill relative to common law, which
e gave me, and which I communicated to the Senator.

Q. Do you know of, or have you any reason to believe that there
'as, any gift or offer of presents, fees or extra wages of any kind,
lade or offered to any of these members, either of the Senate or
louse, at that time, who were known as the friends of the Banks, for
leir exertions in favor of poslponing resumption?

Ans. I do not—other than for the reason assigned in my former
nswer.

Q. Have yon heard any one say that there were any fees or extra
ages given to any members of the Senate or House, who were
•iends of the Banks?
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Ans. I never have heard, nor do I know that any such were given.

I speak that in the broadest sense. In regard to the whig members, ;

I say I never have heard, and do not know ; in regard to some of the

others I have heard rumors.

Q. In letter No. 100, you say, “Fraley is a host, and does all he

can.” Refresh your memory by this, and say what answer you now
give to the question ?

Ans. I see no reasoa to change my answer.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means whatever having been

employed, either by the Governor or with the Governor?

Ans. 1 certainly do not.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means being employed by the

United States Bank, to procure its charter in 1835-’6, or have you

heard of any ?

Ans. I have no knowledge of any moneys being then appropriated

—

except from common report—through documents of the Bank of the

United States, and what has appeared before this Committee. I have

not heard anything from any of the officers or agents of the Bank.

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge, or did any person ever

tell you that he knew, that money, or any valuable thing, was put 1

under the pillow of any member of the Legislature, or officer of the

Government? t

Ans. No; I do not know of my own knowledge, nor did any

person ever tell me. All I know is, what I have already stated oi '

what Brodhead told me. I mean as to how he could go about to em- J

ploy improper means.

Q. In your frequent conversations with the Governor, have you
f

ever had such an one with him, as you would not be willing the world ,

should hear?

Ans. Never, on no subject whatever. • L

Q. Do you know of any fact, which you have not already stated,

which you deem material to this investigation?
{

Ans. 1 do not. I do not think it is material—but I know of a loan

of money to Judge Myers. I met Judge Myers near the Post Office,!

at the period when we thought it important that every Senator, whc
was friendly to the Bill, should be at his post. He told me that he had

a sum of money to pay in Delaware county, and that he must go dowr
to raise it

;
that he had not a sufficient amount here to send. I told

a

him that it would not do for him to leave at that time; that I would try

to find a friend to lend it to him. He said that if I could get somebody
to lend him 120 or 150 dollars, that he would remain—that I had nol

that much myself, or I would lend it to him. I spoke to John C,

Boyd and Daniel Brodhead; and John C. Boyd lent him the money ?

as he told me,

SAMUEL R. WOOD.
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On motion,

Resolved, Thai Mr. Wood be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion,

AVWtW, j hat this Committee now adjourn to
•cat! of the Chairman, Agreed to.

meet again at the

June 21th, 1842.
Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Mr. Sharswood:

Mi. E. \\ . IIamlix, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

whm county
1°° * mCmber °f the legislature in 1840—and from

Ans. I was
; and from the counties of Wayne and Pike.

°3i0S' ,he "*>'"«<>". com.

already passed the Senate II I,

1 1H| \’ 3 resolutions had
I m f V

csenate- vv nen they came into the Hou=<- f vntPfl

from u'e]:LZTU'Zf by bod* Pecun 'ary benefit,

Ans. I never was.

Q. Did you ever receive any pecuniary benefit ?
Ans. I never did—not a sixpence.

knowledge!*'
” ‘ ”°ler i"“1 “»«•***» »- that subject, ,o ,„j

;em " i,h aoI •-'outiu.

Ans. No, sir
; not any, at all.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the Bill ?
Ans. I had not, sir.

BK. IN. COM. 15



Q. Did yon, during that session, come to the possession of any
money, by finding, or in any way that you could not account for?

Ans. I did not, sir.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead at Harrisburg, during that

session ?

Ans. I think 1 did,

Q. Had you any conversation with him on the subject?

Ans. I had not. I heard him though, in a general conversation

at Mr. Buehler’s, remark, that we were ruining the State, and crip-

pling her.

Q. Had you any money or business transactions, directly or indi-

rectly, with Daniel M. Brodhead, during that or the extra session, of

any kind ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know of any body who had?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Barrett of the Keystone,

during that session, on that subject?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Had you any contract or arrangement of money or business

with him?
Ans. No, sir—not any.

Q. Did you order any investments to he made in stocks during

that session ?

Ans. I did not; it is an article I never deal in.

Q. Do you know of any body who did ?

Ans. I know nothing of my own knowledge.

Q. Did you purchase or sell any lumber during that session?

Ans. I did not ; and this is the first season [ have engaged in that

business.

Q. Do you knew any body who did ?

Ans. I do not.

Q, Did you receive any present or loan of money, at Harrisburg,

from any body, during that session?

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor, during that ses-

sion, on the subject of resumption ?

Ans. I had not one word.

Q. Did you ever write a letter to, or receive a letter from Daniel

M. Brodhead, during that session?

Ans. I did not; and have not seen him since.

Q. Have you any letters or documents in your possession, relating

to the subject matter of this investigation?

Ans. 1 have not ; and never received any.
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f~*. Did Mr. Brodhead leave Harrisburg immediately after the nas-
sage of that law < 1

Arts, i do not know; I don’t think I seen him afterwards.

.

.Had y°u ever expressed an anxiety, after Mr. Brodhead led, to
iieur from him, or that he should return l

Arts. I have no recollection of any thing of the kind.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt or improper means having been
employed during that session ?

°

Aus. I do nog

ses?,u (f?°
5 °U remember having seen Joseph Solms here during that

Ans. I think I did—though I should not know the man now.
Q. Had you any conversations with (Jen. Cameron on the subject.
Ans. 1 never had. J

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with himauiing that session !

Aus. I never had
; I scarcely know the man when I see him.

Q. Did any person ever tell you, that he knew ofany corrupt meanshaving been employed ?
* *

Ans. Not to mv knowledge.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any body ever tell you, that heknew ol any corrupt offer having been made?
Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any person ever tell you, that hekm-iv ol ally fact »hi<h you d<™
, his inv^ali™ t

Ans. 1 do nor, and did not hear of any Ihing, until 1 heard lliiainvestigation had taken place.

On motion,
E ' lV ' HAMLIN.

Resoliecl, lhat Mr. Hamlin be dischtirged. Agreed to.

Adjourned.

Three o'clock
, T. M.

Committee met:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Lowry, Penniman, and Deford.
Mr. Seco Meylekt, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. V\ here do you reside ?

Ans. At Montrose, Susquehanna county.

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1^40 ?
Ans. I was here for a few days; came here in April, on Saturday

i ght remained here over Sunday. U ent to Philadelphia on Tbur^daj, and returned on Monday, and remained here several days'

nt
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went home and received a letter, that Mr. Chandler was dead. I was
appointed the administrator of Mr. Chandler’s estate, in May, 1840,

1 came here to take care of his trunk and other things that were at

Mr. Buehler’s. Mr. Buehler, Mr. Griffin and myself, went up into

the room to look over the trunk and things that were there. When
Mr. Buehler was present, we found $220 in a pocket book laying in

the trunk, on the top, and the trunk not locked. Mr. Buehler would
not stay longer in the room, and he went down again. Mr. Griffin

and myself remained and examined the trunk. We found different

articles in it, which are entirely foreign to this business; but in the

bottom of the trunk we found a wallet containing twelve Berks County
Bank notes, $100 a piece, which was $ 1,200, and $80 in other

bills. 1 found likewise two half eagles, that his wife told me 1 would

find, if he had not spent it ; he took them from home—and two dollars

and seven cents in change, Mr. Bidder had. In the whole $ 1,502 07.

Amongst other letters tiiat I found in his port folio, was a letter of

Dan’l. M. Brodhead, dated the 10th January, 1840, from Philadel-

phia. This letter [letter produced, No. Ill,] Mr. Griffin and I read.

As this letter alluded to a future payment, I thought, as administrator

of the estate, I ought to try to see Mr. Brodhead. I was here in

August ;
1 was not acquainted with Mr. Brodhead, and I requested.

Mr. Buehler to give me a letter of introduction. 1 went to Philadel-

phia; Mr. Brodhead was in Milford. I wrote to Mr. Brodhead on

the subject, and here is his answer. [Here letter produced, No. 1 10.]

1 think I never answered that letter, but I will not be sure of that fact.

1 believe 1 did not answer it. In the month of November I received

another letter of Mr. Brodhead, which I answered, and the copy of

the letter is in it. Tire Berks County Bank promised to pay me the

money. Their notes were at 70 per cent. I did not sell them; and

they did pay them to me, and $950 with interest. Mr. Deckertgave

me his own note, and it was paid to me in Philadelphia.

Q. Did you make any inquiries, whether Mr. Chandler was the

owner of stock ?

Ans. I did not. He owns a share of the Good Spring Coal Com-
pany stock.

Q. Was Mr. Chandler a man of wealth ?

Ans. No, sir. The debts were over $ 10,000, and all I could col-

lect has been $ 3,0U0. He was sheriff of our county, and constable.

I became acquainted with him in 1819, and he afterwards got to be a

representative.

Q. How did these debts of $10,000 appear to have been made?

Ans. I do not know; he was in debt in Rhode Island, and other

places. He was also a Justice of the Peace in Susquehanna county.

Q. Did you conclude from the character of his debts, that Mr.

Chandler was a speculator?

Ans. I don’t know, except buying lands. Mr. Chandler had

credit.
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Q. Do you know any other fact, which you deem material to this
investigation.

Ans. None that are known to myself as true.

Q. Did you ever inquire of Mr. Chandler’s friends in regard to this
transaction ;

°

a„fk
S

'
.

Th
/

r

u
e couId "one of them k«ow it. He had not been home,and he died here, at Buehler’s, on the 23d of April.

S. MEYLERT.On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Meylert be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Evan O. Jackson, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you in Harrisburg during the year 1840 ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. What was your business at Harrisburg]
Ans. I was a Clerk in the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s office.

Q. Were you indebted to the estate of Joseph M‘Ilvaine?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the amount of the debt, and how did it arise T

Ans. I think it was about $ 1,000 ; it was borrowed money.
Q. Had he obtained a judgment against you ?

Ans. No, sir. It was by bond.

a

h

„°/Sdy?
°'' ‘ 84 “’ " ^ ,hc r<lc * °nhis

Ans. I think 1.did
; I had occasion lo mention it to a oood manymenfoned m 1840, and before that time to my assigned, in p£delphui. My creditors were principally there.

Q. During the session of 1840, did you mention it at Harrisburg
to anybody, and to whom ?

\ *
hi“k 1 mentioned ^ to an uncle of mine, who is now in thewest, and took some interest in settling my indebtedness in Philadel-

“, 1S Possible I may have mentioned it to others. 1 made no^t

^iadei;^
ti°nedthe^ t0 Petnken

’ tHat 1 ^
Q. What was the object for which you mentioned it here?

av
A

?n'pi ?
a

i

d
? u

V0,Untary assiSnment, and the assignee, Mr. Barc-

,

y
’

r l
a
,
d
f

e Phla ’
'vro£eto me

> [ hat there was one debt of § 1 000“ “ M;1 va.ncr’s bad been added, iha, had never been cm redm the hst, and the creditors were dissatisfied; there had been a meet-
iin ofthe creditors, and my indebtedness had been exhibited to themand the article of agreement, they were not willing to abide by it I an’

^ney ^ ^ ^
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Q. Did you ever apply to any body at Harrisburg to have the
bond delivered to you ?

A ns. I think 1 did.

Q. To whom 1

Ans. Dan’l. M. Brodhead.

Q. How came you to apply to him ?

Ans. I had an acquaintance with him for some years, and pretty

intimate with him.

Q. Did he procure and deliver up the bond to you ?

Ans. Yes, sir, he did. I have got the bond at any rate. I received

it from him.

Q. Do you remember what was the conversation that occurred
between you and him at the time you made this application to him?

Ans. Not precisely. It is some time since, I think, in answer to

some questions of his, as to the difficulties I had with my creditors in

Philadelphia, I mentioned the disposition they had not to abide by the

contract, unless that debt was struck fr> n the list ; and I then solicited

his friendship in the matter— I saw him frequently.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead tell you how he would go about to accom-
plish the matter?

Ans. No. He said he would befriend ms if he could—he did not

explain to me in what mode.

Q. Was Mr. Brodhead to receive any consideration in case ho suc-

ceeded ?

Ans. I told him I would pay him.

Q. How much ?

Ans. The amount of the bond. I told him that if he would pro-

cure me the bond, I would pay him the full amount of it.

Q. Did you pay it ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. When you received the bond, did you give him any note or ob-

ligation to pay it ?

Ans. I did not. Not any written one— barely oral.

Q. What was the date of this bond ?

Ans. I do not remember— I think it was in 13-37—I am not right

sure.

Q. The time you made this application to Mr Brodhead, did you
know that he was here as a borer for the Bank of the United States ?

Ans. I might had such a suspicion, as I knew he had been a borer

for some of the institutions in Philadelphia.

Q. Did you see Mr. Brodhead often, during that session?

Ans. I saw him frequently.
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Q. Where did you see him ?

Ans. At Mr. Buehler’s—at his room sometimes.

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Brodhead at that time, re-
Native to the legislative action in regard to resumption ?

Ans. ft is probable I had. ft was an engrossing subject—we also
talked about the presidential election.

Q. Tn any of the conversations which you had with him, did he
give you to understand the means which were employed to procure
legislation on that subject?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did he ever tell you that he had the command of money for
that purpose?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did any person teil you that he had?
Ans. Nothing more than the common reports in the public news-

papers, published since, however.

Q. Did you go to Mr. Brodhead on your own account, or did any
body suggest it to you ?

Ans. I called on him as I would always call on my political
friends, as a matter of courtesy—he was a friend of mine.

Q. Do you know of any of Mr. Brodhead’s transactions of money,
or business, at Harrisburg, during that session?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of any corrupt means having been employed,
during that session, by any person to influence any one, or to procure
legislation for the Banks?

Ans. No, sir-

Q. Did any person tell you that he knew ?

Ans. No person ever told ms.

Q. Was this bond assigned to Mr. Brodhead at the time ?

Ans. I think it was, by Henry M-Ilvaine, the executor or adminis-
trator of the estate.

Q. Did Brodhead tell you at the time he delivered it to you, how
j

he got it ?

Ans. He gave me no explanations; and I think I did not ask him
how he got it. I was sufficiently satisfied to get it at that time.

Q. Was there any body else present at the time he delivered up
the bond to you ?

Ans. No, sir; it was delivered to me in the summer—I think July
or August. J

Q. Did you give him any receipt ?

Ans. I am not sure that I did— I am not certain—my impression is,
that [ diil not— it was in the morning when I called on him, and he
was not dressed.
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Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever, daring llrat session, request you to do
anything for him?

Ans. No, sir; not anything that I remember.

Q. Has Mr. Brodhead ever spoken to you on the subject of that

bond since?

Ans. It is probable he did.

Q. At any of those conversations, did he ask yon, or express a de-
sire for the amount of that bond?

Ans. I don’t think he did ; and he would not now, as I have made
application for the bankrupt act.

Q- What did your conversations refer to on the subject of this

bond ?

Ans. I cannot tell what passed.

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Brodhead since the 5th of
April last, on the subject of this bond?

Ans. I think not.

Q. How did it happen that you applied to Joseph M-Ilvaime for the

loan of the money ?

Ans. ft is somewhat difficult, at this time, to fell exactly what were
the impulses that prompted me; they were the same that induces any
man to apply for money who wants it. I borrowed money from the

Banks, and I don’t think at any time I stated to them the reasons I

wanted it.

Q. Did you apply to him for the loan in his individual capacity

;

or did you apply to the Bank of the United States?

Ans. I applied to him individually.

Q. Were there any services asked to be performed on your part, at

the time the loan was made by M-Itvainc-?

Ans. No, sir ; no services but the payment of the bond.

Q. What was the date of the loan ?

Ans. I think it was in June, ’37—in the spring of ’37.

Q. Was there any conversation at the time between you and Mr.
M‘Ilvaine, in relation to the charter of the Bank of the United States?

Ans. No, sir ; I don’t think the charter of that Bank was mentioned

a't all.

Q. At the time that Brodhead proposed to get up this bond for you,

was not the subject of the resumption resoluti >ns spoken of?

Ans. i think it probable the resumption was spoken of; but I can-

not recollect that we conversed about the resolutions ?

Q. I wish yon to state now what Mr. Brodhead had told you wh°n

he got tbit bond for you, in whit rmnner be ha 1 taken up the bond ?

Ans. 1 think I have stated that I sav, tint it is impossible f>r nr* to

detail at this time the conversation that then occurred between Mr.
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Brodhead and mvself, any nearer than [ have given already; because
i have given as near the truth as I know how.

Q. Lh 1 not B rod head tell you at that time, he could induce the
Bank to liit that bond in order to bring an influence to bear upon the
resumption resolutions ?

Ans. Me did not.

Q At the time the bond was given up, was there an understanding-
on your part that it would be paid?

Ans. I can t recollect at that time. I did promise to pay him be-
fore.

Q. Was it your understanding that it was to be paid at the time the
bond was delivered up ?

Ans. 1 intended to pay it; and in saying that I intended to pay it,

I understood that I was to pay it.

Q. Why then was the bond given to you ?

An-. I did not know, other than friendship. I gave the assignee
notice that l held the bond.

°

Q. II ive you had any correspondence with Daniel M. Brodhead
since the 5th of April last?

Aik. No, sir; I have not had any.

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in ’35 and ’6 ?

Ans. No, sir; 1 was in ’36 and ’7.

Q. il nv did you come to omit that debt in your assignment?
Aik. I did not. 1 hey said there was an omission, nnd they were

not willing to abide by the article of agreement until the debt was
struck out.

Q. D > you know whether the Bank of the United States, or Mr.
Brodhead paid that debt to the estate of Mr. M-Ilvaine?

Ans. I do not know
; and Mr. Brodhead never told me, and I never

inquired how it was done.

Q. Would not the list of liabilities, which were exhibited in Phila-
delphia, have shown whether this debt was included or not ?

Ans. Yes, sir.

Q. Where was you when this money was loaned to you by Mr
M-Ilvaine? * J

Ans. In Philadelphia.

Q. When did you first become acquainted with Mr. M‘IIvaine?
Ans. I think I became acquainted with him in ’36.

Q M id you any conversation with him prior to the time you re-
ceived this money, about the loan of it ?

Ans. Yes, sir, I had.

E. O. JACKSON.
On motion, Mr. Jackson was discharged.
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Mr. Calvin Blythe, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 ?

Ans. Yes, sir; I resided here at that time.

Q. What was the date of your appointment as Collector of the port

of Philadelphia ?

Ans. I think it was about the 17th of March.

Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead during that session?

Ans. I think I did not ; I have no recollection of knowing that he
was in town.

Q. Did you see Mr. Joseph Sol ms ?

Ans. No, sir; I have no recollection of seeing him, or knowing
that he was here.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any of the business or money
transactions of either of those gentlemen during that session?O O

Ans. None whatever. The first knowledge I had, was by seeing

it in the newspapers some considerable time after.

Q. Were you yourself in favor of the postponement of the resump-
tion during that session ?

Ans. Yes. sir; that was my private opinion.

Q. Did you exert yourself during that session, to impress that

opinion upon the minds of any of the m nnbers of the Legislature?

Ans. 1 did not
; unless in casual conversation.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the fate of the question ?

Ans. I felt an interest this far, that I was under an impression that

the public improvements could not be conducted or carried on if the

Banks were compelled to resume specie payments immediately. I

had a personal interest in the completion of the Wicotiisco canal,

which was a part of the public improvements, by reason of being an
owner of coal lands, the outlet of which would be through that ca-

nal ; that is the only interest I had beyond that of any other citizen.

Q. Had you any contract or arrangement with any body, which

was contingent upon the fate of the resumption ?

Ans. None, whatever.

Q. Do you know any body who had?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, sir, in any way, of any means having been em-

ployed, during that session, to procure legislation, which you consi-

der corrupt or improper?

Ans. I have no such knowledge from any source whatever.

Q. Do vou know, yourself, or did any person ever tell you of any

fact which \ ou deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. None. Nor has any bodv ever told me of any fact.

CALVIN BLYTHE.
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On motion, Mr. Blythe was discharged.

On motion,

Resolved
, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call of

the Chairman.

Committee met

:

June 28Ih, 1842.

Mr. VV ilham P. Wilcox, being called and affirmed, testifies as fel-

lows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840, and from what
county ?

Ans. I was; and represented Jefferson, Warren, and M‘Kean
counties.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions, com-
monly called Bell’s resolutions?

Ans. I voted for them.

Q. Had you previously voted for immediate resumption?

Ans. Yes, sir. I had voted for the earliest time for resumption in
the first instance, f think that Bill was a resumption Bill entire—no-
thing else connected with it, according to the best of my recollection,
and I was not instructed; but, it was generally believed by mv con-
stituents, that there should be a law passed, authorizing immediate re-
sumption by the Banks. I never changed my views on the subject;
though, ol myself, I did not suppose that the Banks could resume at
the time we passed the Bill. I was on the internal improvement com-
mittee; there was a Bill reported by our Chairman, Mr. Hegins, I

think, and [ can t recollect the features of the Bill; but it was an im-
provement Bill and resumption Bill together, giving the Banks some
further time. I was in favor of that Bill—that Bill was lost, and then
the Bill that did pass, generally called Bell’s Bill, I went for it, and
the general features of the Bill were like the one we reported. The
improvement men went for it, and I went for it, because I believed
it was the best thine we could set.

Q. Were you ever promised, or did you ever receive any pecunia-
ry benefit from the passage of the Bill ?

Ans. I did not, in any way. The majority of my constituents
were improvement men.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the fate of the Bill?

Ans. 1 had not.

Q. Had you any contract, or arrangement, or understanding with
any body which was contingent upon its passage?

Ans. I had not, in any shape or manner whatever.

Q. Did you, during that session, or the extra session, come to the
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possession of any money by finding, or in any way tliat you could not
account for.

Ans. I did not.

Q. Did you make any sales or contracts for lands at Harrisburg,
during that session ?

Ans. I think I did, of a farm, to a poor man. My business is that

of selling lands to settlers.

Q. Had you any transactions of sales of lands that were connected,
in any way, with the fate of the resumption ?

Ans. I had not—none whatever.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead, during that session?

Ans. It appears to me 1 had an introduction to him. I met him
but once, to my recollection. I h id no acq j liutance with hi n. I

think the time I met him was one day going down to dinner, between
this and Mr. Prince’s ; and l think be, with others, congratulated me on
the passage of the Bill.

Q. Do you remember to have had any conversation with him pre-

vious to the passage of the Bill ?

Ans. None whatever. I never spoke a word with him on that sub-

ject.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business, directly or

indirectly, during that session with Daniel .VI. Brodhead !

Ans. No, sir, I had not.

Q. D > \ on know of any member of the Legislature who bad ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any transactions of money or business with Mr. Bar-

rett, of the Keystone, Mr. Cameron, Mr. Solms, or Mr. Wharton,

during that session !

Ans. ! had not ; I am not acquainted with either Mr. Solms or

Wharton. And no man ever held out any inducements to me in any
way.

Q. Did any person ever point out to you the mode in which money
might be made by the passage of the Bill, and investments in stocks?

Ans. No, sir, never; nor do I know any member who did.

Q. I you ever any conversation with the Governor on the sub-

ject of i. passage of that Bill ?

A. I think 1 had; I think it was the evening previous to the pas-

sage of the Bill. I think that the Govern >r was, on the whole, in

favor • the passage of the Bill, as the best Bill we could get at that

time.

Q. D vou know in anv way of your own knowledge, or did any
person ever tell you that he knew of any corrupt means having been

employed, during that or the extra session ?

Ans. I do not, and never heard of any.
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Q. Do you know any other fact which you deem material to this
inquiry !

A ns. I do not.

Q. Have you any letters or correspondence in your possession on
tins subject ?

A ns. I have not.

Q. Did you ever receive any letters from Daniel M. Brodhead on
tnis subject ?

Ans. I did not.

n .
W. P. WILCOX.Un motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Wilcox be discharged.

Hummel, being called and sworn, testifies as 01-

Q. \\ cie you a member of the Legislature in 1840 ?

Ans. I was, and Ironi Dauphin county.

m
tG r°r

,°-
ag

?'
nst the resumption resolutions, com-monly called Hell .s resolutions ?

Ans. I voted for them.

Q. Had you previously voted for immediate resumption?
Ans. No, sir; 1 think I had voted for resolutions calling upon theBanks to resume some time in February; they had passed our House.

beoefit'fbTyour*vote!
P,

'°mised ’°r “ receive n„y pecuniary

Ans. I never was promised, never received, nor would I have taken
had m° an^—u Id haveconsi-

tions ?

Had y°U an> personal interest in t]ie passage of those resolu-

Ans. I had no personal interest that governed my vote. I was atthe time, a stockholder in the Harrisburg Bank, and am yet. Myreason for voting for that law was, that I thought the best interests ofmy immediate constituents, and the State generally, induced me to'°te s0 >' and my being a stockholder had no influence over my vote.
Q. Had you any contract or arrangement with any body whichwas contingent upon the fate of the resumption ?

Ans. 1 had not.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer ofthe Government, who had any such contract ?
Ans. I do not.

Q. A ou are a lumber merchant—are you not?

yearn"’

^^ S ‘r
’ 1 haVC been en?aSpd in that business for thirty
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Q. What was the condition of that business at Harrisburg, during
that period, say the month of March, 1840?

Ans. 1 do not know whether lumber was running at that time—

I

will refer to my receipt book. On reference now to my receipt book,

I perceive that we commenced our business April 8, 1840—Hum-
mel, Lebkecher & Kerr, was our firm—from which I conclude
that rafts had been running a week or ten days before that

time. 1 do not know that the business was different from the two pre-

ceding years.

Q. Do you remember anything extraordinary—such as extraordi-

nary sales, or purchases, or high prices in the lumber business, that

you know of, or heard of, at that period?

Ans. My impression was then, that if those resolutions had not

passed, enabling the Banks to discount, the produce generally of the

country, and the lumber coming down this river, could not have been

sold so ready for cash. The prices that were then given for lumber
ranged, l think, from eight to ten dollars per thousand feet ;

culling

boards, panne! and first common sold, out of the water, very ready

from fifteen to twenty dollars.

Q. Do you know, or did you hoar of any speculative purchases of

that article, at Harrisburg, at that time?

Ans. I do know of any.

Q. Do you know of any members of the Legislature, or officers of

the Government, engaged in it at that time ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session?

Ans. I do not know that I did; I am sure that 1 did not speak to

him at that time.

Q. Had you any transactions of money, or business of any kind,

with Mr. Brodhead, during that period?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know of any of his money or business transactions, at

that period, with any body ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any transactions, at that time, with Gen. Cameron,
the editors of the Keystone, or Lloyd Wharton?

Ans. None, whatever.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor upon the sub-

ject?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Did you come to the possession of any money during that ses-

sion, by finding, or in any way, that you did not know the source

from which it came, or the object lor which it was given?

Ans. I did not.
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Q. Do you know of any body else who did /

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge, or from any source ofcorrupt means or proposition having been made b\ any body, to n’ro-cure the passage of any legislation that session ?

1

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, or did you hear from any person that he knewof <»ny fact, uW-h you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not
; nor did I hear of any.

On VAL - hummel.

Resolved, That Mr. Hummel be discharged. Agreed to.

3 o'clock, P. M.
Committee met

:

i resent Messrs. Sharswood, Pennirnan, Lowry and Delord.

M
Jovv!

VlLLIAM F - Packer, being called and affirmed, testifies as fol-

I spent most of the session of 1640 in this place. 1 was but littlein either House of the Legislature, being confined generally duringbusiness hours to the Canal Commissioners’ Room. 1 have no dis°tinct recollection of the different shapes that the Bill of 1840 com-mon y called the Resumption Bill, took in the different branches ofLegislature. In all cases, however, wherever 1 spoke of it to amember at all, I was in favor of postponing the resumption untilsuch a period as the Government might be enabled to procure fundsto cany on the public works. 1 do not recollect of advocating anypa. Ocular day though I may have done so. I find hv examining theBill that passed, which 1 looked at to-day, that it was approved onthe 3d day of April, 1840. 1 find also by reference to L printedJournal ol the Board ol Canal Commissioners, that 1 left Harrisburg
1S,

,

0f M
T"'\°

d ,ha“ ”»• Bo.rl.prSthe 30th. I arrived in the evening of the 2yth, in the ni-ht Whattook place during my absence, of course 1 know nothin- about inrelatton to the 15th of January being fixed. Whether that dav hadbeen mentioned before I left, or not, I cannot recollect. I had no'handeither directly or indirectly, in planning or concoctin- any part ofhat, or any other Bill, to the best of n.y knowledge, Vfsaid anything about the resumption to any one, I did generally speak inffivo. of postponing the resumption to such period as would enablethe Commonwealth to get funds. 1 did not know, until this investgallon was instituted, that John C. Boyd was a borer here upon thesubject ol resumption of specie payments. He had been here so re-
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peatedly endeavoring to get legislation for the Tide Water Canal
Company, that I supposed that was his business. I was aware that

Daniel M. Brodhead of Philadelphia, was here on that business—the

business of the resumption—but knew of no other who made it their

business. 1 know of no corrupt means having been used, at any
time, by the Banks or their agents, or any of them, directly or indi-

rectly, lor the purpose of influencing the action of the Legislature, or

any other department of the Government of this Commonwealth. 1

have heard rumors, but they are of such a character as ought not to

influence any one. I have heard that testimony has been given, in

relation to the influencing the vote of Gen. Fleming of the Senate.

Gen. Fleming and I reside in the same town. At that time we occu-

pied the same room, and ate at the same table. Such a thing never

entered my mind, as that he could be talked to, or reached by cor-

rupt means. 1 never saw any thing like it in his conduct, or in his

conversation ; nor did I ever know of any attempt being made so to

corrupt him.

Q. D id you see Mr. Brodhead often during that session?

A ns. I saw him repeated I y.

Q. Had you any conversations with him on the subject of resump-

tion ?

A ns. I think l had.

Q. Did you ever understand from him, that he had the command
of money to accomplish his objects?

Ans. I never did, directly nor indirectly, for the purpose of pro-

curing legislation by corrupt means; I supposed he was paid.

G. Do you know of the payment of money by Mr. Brodhead,

during that session, to any body, for any object?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know of any contract or arrangement, or understand-

ing of Mr. Brodhead, with any body, for any object?

Ans. I have no such recollection.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any contract or arrangement, or under-

standing with any body, during that session, or with any member of

the. Legislature or officer of the Government, which was contingent

upon the fate of the resumption Bill?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead ever converse with you upon the subject of

the manner in which money might be made, in case the postponement

of the resumption became a law?

Ans. I have no recollection of such conversation.

Q. Can you tell me who you met in Mr. Brodhead’s room during

any conversation you may have had there, on the subject of the post-

ponement of the resumption ?

Ans. I do not recollect who was present at any conversation on

that subject.
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period 7

D!d y°U 566 Mr' J°SePh Solms
> a‘ Harrisburg, during that

fact Sgolten that IS ™ ^sueh'a ma^£-poke to him on the subject of resumption. I do not know though

session T mr°dUCed t0 him « and -collect that he was her^Ssession. I am not sure that I would know him now if I would see

the^cs^io/i fi/n

memI
?

er
,

n°VV havi "S seen llim at Harrisburg, duringne session 1840—and what occurred? ° °

wA”
8, 1 have Gn ''distinct recollection of seeing him here • thouahwhatever conversation I may have had with him° I cannot r’ecoHeSts-ocnate with him, in my recollection of the man, Dr Sutherland'I think he introduced h,m to me—though of that I am not certain.

foiMhe^anir?
UnderSland

’ at the time
’ that he was here as a borer

Ans. I have no such recollection.

Q. Had you any business transaction during that session or theextra session, with Mr. Brodhead?
sesston, oi the

Ans. I had none.

Q. W ere you then one of the proprietors of the Keystone

»

means having beer^iised du°L 4 wr,?
11

? «""**

r* ,he ****** «• -h 2T32

any business—1«
Ans. I was seldom in the Keystone office nprtnnc ,

|ind cannot tell any further than as regards myself. If my partnerslad, I am unconscious of it.
^ y paitners

in?'i
D0

r°
U k

u°
W 'n any Way from Mr- Brodhead, or from anv.else, o any business transactions of Mr. Brodhead’s durine- tbitlession, whether by contract for the purchase or sale of any ffiino-docks or property of any kind, or for the employment of borers • inhoit, as lai as you know all he did at Harrisburg?

Ans. I do not know of any improper means bein<r used bv Mrrodhead during that session, to procure legislation. °I do not know
>f any means he used, except by persuasion

; I heard rumors fromvhom I cannot tell, do not know. I know of no contract, or purhase, or sale of stocks, or property of any kind by him during thatipring or winter; and I know of no employment bv him, of anv
lorers. " J

Q. Had you any personal interest in the fate of the question of re-umption i ^

BK. IN. COM. 16
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Ans. I had not, except such as was common toother citizens of the

State.

Q. Did you make any investments in stocks, at or about the peri-

od ot' the passage of that law ?

Ans. I recollect of none.

Q. Do you know any body who did, or did any body tell you who
did so ?

Ans. I do not know of any one that did, though I have some recol-

lection of hearing the subject spoken of.

Q. By whom ?

Ans. I cannot say ; 1 made no such investments myself, and paid

but little attention to the subject. I never owned a share of stock of

any Philadelphia institution, either banking or otherwise ;
and if I

keep my senses f don’t think I ever will.

Q. Did you make any contract for the purchase or sale of lumber

during that session, with any body ?

Ans. 1 did not.

Q. Do you know any body who did ?

Ans. I know of no sale of lumber during that spring, but such as

is usual every spring.

Q. Do you remember any particular purchases or sales of lumber

with whom they were made, such as were usual ?

Ans. Particular cases I cannot recollect.

Q. Did Brodhead ever tell you that he had made a contract for the

purchase or sale of lumber with any body at that time ?

Ans. I have an indistinct recollection, but cannot sav when; if you
confine it to 1840, 1 answer expressly, I do not know.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he had received money from
Daniel M. Brodhead?

Ans. No person ever did.

Q. Did you see Lloyd Wharton at Harrisburg during that period?

Ans. I saw Lloyd Wharton repeatedly, but whether during that

session or not, I am not able to say. I think it is probable that dur-

ing that session I saw him.

Q. Had you any transactions during that period with Mr. Lloyd
Wharton, either in his individual capacity, or as president of the
Bank ?

Ans. I could not answer that without a reference to a receipt I

hold. I do not recollect the date of it. But I have no recollection that he
and I ever during that session, had any conversation on the subject of
resumption whatever. The receipt to which I refer, relates entirely
to an individual transaction between the Berks County Bank and my-
self, and has no relation either directly or indirectly to the question
before the Committee. The date of this transaction, I do not remem-
ber.
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Q. Do you know of any exchanges made by Lloyd Wharton, or any
•agent for him, or for the Berks County Bank, with any person, of
Berks County Bank notes for other funds during that session !

Ans. [ cannot fix the time; but when that Bank had a portion of
i the ban, I have an indistinct impression, that Mr. Parke told me that
he paid out their money here on the State Treasurer’s drafts, or made
theii exchanges, and 1 am not sure which. I have had no conversa-
tion with hi in since about it, and have no distinct recollection what
the matter was.

Q. Did you see Mr. Thomas Chambers here during that session?
Ans. I cannot recollect. 1 barely know him when 1 see him. I

know J have been introduced to him, and seen him here, but when I
cannot recollect.

Q. I think you said you went home on the 21st of March
; do you

know why you left?
J

Ans. I went home to see my family
; such is my impression; 1

know of no other reason. 1 think l left in the afternoon of the 21st
;

the stage or boat, and returned on Sunday evening, the 29rh» I
have not examined the Journal of the Legislature, but°I presume the
Bill that finally pased was concocted during that week. It was ap-
proved by i he Covernor on the <3d o( April. There was great excite-
ment on the subject during the whole session, but I cannot recollect
the different bills. 1 seldom visited the Balls of the Legislature then
or now, being at that time Cana! Commissioner. The discussions
were of such a character generally, that 1 did not desire to be seen
present. I do not think 1 was two hours in either house durinw the
whole session altogether, unless on some special occasion, such as
the reading of Washington’s farewell address. The discussions then
as well as now, were too frequently of such a character, that a head
of department, if he had any feelings, had better be away.

Q. I understand you to say, very distinctly, that you know neither
ot your own knowledge nor by having been told so by any body, of
any payment, present, loan, or other disposition of money, made di-
rectly or indirectly by Dan’l. M. Brodhead during that period, to any
body, for any object?

^ J

Ans. I have no such knowledge, either directly or in lirectly, ex-
cept by public rumor.

Q. Do you know, or have you beard any one say, and if yea, who,
that any extra fees, money, reward, or payment of any kind was
given or made to any of those persons, members of the Senate or
House of Representatives, who arc known as friends of the Banks
for any extraordinary services, rendered in their favor during that
session !

°

Ans. I have no such knowledge except, as I said before, by public
rumor.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any person ever tell you of any
fact which you have not stated that you deem material to this inquiry?



Ans. I know of no such fact, nor did any body ever tell me any
dung not stated that I deem material.

WM. F. PACKER,
On motion,

Mr. Packer was discharged.

Benjamin Parke, being called and sworn, testifies as follows ;

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 ?

Ans. 1 was, sir, the principal part of the time. 1 reside here.

Q. Did you see D. M. Brodhead here, during that session ?

Ans. 1 have no recollection that I saw him. I was one of the pro-

prietors of the Keystone, and might be considered the business part-

ner, I kept the books—superintended the workmen generally, and,

unless a short time before elections, done perhaps four-fifths of the

labor of editing the paper, f was also engaged somewhat in the prac-

tice of the law'. These matters confined me almost entirely to my
office, or in court. 1 seldom came to the Legislature, and then merely

upon some errand of business—and, unless at the commencement of

the session, before the public printing was disposed of, or at my own
office, I had very little conversation or knowledge of even the mem-
bers of the Legislature. I seldom or never went round to the hotels,

unless specially for the purpose of seeing some person
;
and I, there-

fore, became acquainted with but few of the strangers who visited the

town.

Q. Have you any knowledge of any of Brodhead’s transactions of

money or business at Harrisburg, during the period in question?

Ans. I have none.

Q. Have you ever said to any one that Mr. Barrett received money,
during lhat period, from Brodhead, or some one else representing the

Banks, but that you had got no part of it?

Ans. I have said, I presume, that 1 had heard such a thing. I

might state too, in answer to that, that several persons, either in joke

or in earnest, have at different times spoken to me about the money
that we had received ; and I always replied, if I made any reply at

all, that I knew of no money ever having been received, either directly

or indirectly, from any Bank, Bank officer, Bank agent, Bank borer,

by either of the editors of the Keystone for any purpose whatever,

unless in the regular course of our business, which was the fact.

Q. Did Mr. Barrett ever tell you he knew of any of Brodhead’s
transactions, during that period?

Ans. He did not. Mr. Barrett has always denied to me that he had
any connection, either directly or indirectly, with Mr. Brodhead,
during that period. He stated that to me within the last three days.

Q. Had you individually, or your firm, any transactions with D.
M. Brodhead, during that period ?
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Ans. None at all that I know of, either at that or any other period,
except that he was a subscriber to the paper.

Q. Do you know of any of his transactions with any body at Har-
risburg, at that period, or any where else?

Ans. I do not.

Q, Do you know of any exchanges made by him of eastern or
southern funds for Berks County Bank notes?

Ans. I do not,

Q. Had you charge of any Berks County Bank notes for the pur-
pose of effecting exchanges at that period ?

Ans. I had not. I wish in this connection to make an explanation
on that subject. In the month of March, 1839, Mr. Lloyd Wharton,
the President of the Berks County Bank, requested me to take charge
of a trunk containing money, at that time in the Harrisburg Savings
Institution, in the charge of Andrew Gravdon, the then Cashier or
Treasurer of the Institution. He sent me the key of the trunk from
Philadelphia, in a letter postmarked March 28, with the request that
I would exchange some of his money for other funds. He was desi-
rous of putting his money into circulation. On the 11th April, 1839,
he wrote to me, requesting me to hand to Henry Walters, Cashier of
•the Harrisburg Bank, 810,000 in 85 bills, and stated that Mr. Wal-
ters had agreed to circulate the notes of the Berks County Bank in
connection with the notes of the Girard Bank. I did as he directed.
On the 23d of April, he again wrote to me, directing me to deposit
85,000 more on the same tenns, which I did. On the 16th May, 1839,
the Cashier of the Berks County Bank, Mr. A. F. Boas, wrote to me
informing me that he had drawn on me as agent for 825,000, that
being the amount of a draft upon the Berks County Bank, by Dr. Stur-
geon, the State Treasurer. I don’t recollect whether that draft was
presented to me or not—if it was, I paid it I exchanged some of the
Berks County money with the supervisors of the public works, who
drew their money out of the Treasury, whenever I had an opportu-
nity. I do not think my exchanges, in all, exceeded 830,000 they
may have been move, and may have been less. The last business
1 did in this agency was in the fore part of December, 1839, as I be-
lieve. I have made these statements, refreshing my recollection from
the correspondence now in my possession, and now before me. Heft
the trunk with some money in it, I do not know how much, in the
care of Mr. Robert Ross, the present Cashier of the Savings Institu-
tion. I declined to have anything further to do with it, as the respon-
sibility of counting money was greater than any salary they would
pay. They paid me 8300 for my agency during the time spoken of.

I have never had anything to do with it since.

Q- Were you ever at Mr. Brodhead’s room, during that session ?

Ans. I have no recollection of being there. I never went to Mr.
Brodhead’s room unless for the purpose of seeing some other person
whom I was hunting in the tavern, and was told he was in there.
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Q. Did you see Joseph Solms at Harrisburg?

Ans. I don’t recollect that I did. I never new Mr. Solms that I

recollect of, until the present session—-never spoke to him in my life.-

Q.. Do you know of any of Gen. Cameron’s business transactions-

at Harrisburg, cterrag that period?

Ans. I know of none of his business transactions which had any
relation to any matter before the Legislature

;
and 1 have, at present,,

no recollection of any of his business transactions whatever.

Q. Do you know of any of Lloyd Wharton’s business transactions-

during that session ?

Ans. I know of none of his business transactions, during that ses-

sion of the Legislature, unless it may have been in relation to a Coal

company,, of which he and myself were members.

Q. Did you know or hear, at the time, that Brodhead was here for

the Banks?

Ans. I may have heard it.. I have no distinct recollection on that?

subject.

Q. Did you know or hear that lie had the command of money for

that object?

Ans. I did not, except it may have been from public rumor.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you, of any payment,,

loan, gift, or other disposition of money made by Brodhead, during

that period, either directly or indirectly, to any body for any pur-

pose ?

Ans. I do not know, except from public rumor, except as I have-

stated in my fourth answer.

Q. Do you know of any offer or proposal ever having been made
zo employ money to influence legislation or executive action on the

question of resumption, at the period referred to ?

Ans. None except from public rumor.

Q. Do you know of any means employed, at that period, to. influ-

ence the Legislature or Executive in reference to that question, which-

you deem corrupt or improper?

Ans. 1 do not.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you, any fact which
you deem material to this investigation?

Ans. None that I recollect. There is one matter which I wish te-

state—that I have no recollection of ever having a word of conversa-

tion with, Mr. Samuel R. Wood, in relation to the Bank question at

any time, until since this investigation commenced.

BENJAMIN PARKE
On motion,

Resolved> That Mr. Parke be discharged. Agreed to.
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On motion,

Resolved
, That this Committee now adjourn to meet again at the

call of the Chairman. Agreed to.

Jime 29th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Ewing, Lowry, Deford, and Penni-
tnan.

Mr. Samuel D. Ingham, being called and sworn, testifies as fob
lows

:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg during the session of 1840 1

Ans. Yes, sir. I was twice at Harrisburg, at two different times
during that session.

Q,. Were you requested, sir, to assist the Banks in procuring the
postponement of the resumption, and by whom?

Ans. I was requested by two coal companies, with which I was
connected

;
principally the Hazleton Coal company, which paid all

mv expenses here. 1 had no particular request from any other
source. I had some conversation with some of the Directors of the
Pennsylvania Bank on that subject, who, upon hearing that I was
coming to Harrisburg, expressed a wish that I would endeavor to
promote some measures which they deemed interesting to the public.
1 can only narrate the substance of the conversation. I had also
some conversations with one or more of the Directors of the Girard
Bank; the object of those conversations on my part was, to know
what measures they thought would be safe and advantageous to the
interests of the community

;
they did not appear to have any distinct

plan or object in view; were very much alarmed at the prospect be-
fore them; had no concert among themselves, and hardly knew what
they wanted. I then suggested what I thought was necessary to be
done for the public safety, and the crisis, in order to ascertain whether
they concurred; whether they could consistently co-operate with their

views in the matter. My own suggestion to them was, that there
should be a total suspension of expenditures upon the public works,
or new works, an effective system of taxation, sufficient to restore the
public credit, and a gradual resumption of specie payments on the
part of the Banks. Most of the gentlemen with whom I conversed,
seemed to concur in my views, and I came away under that impres-
sion.

Q. Do you know whether you had any conversation on this subject
with any of the officers or directors of the Bank of the United States?

Ans. Yes, sir ; I had a conversation witffMr. Dunlap. I think it

was some time before I came up, in which I mentioned to him that 1

expected to go to Harrisburg on some business for the Hazleton Coal



Company, and also for the purposes I have already mentioned, in re-

gard to the resumption of specie payments. I said to him if he had

any suggestions to make on the subject or condition of the Banks, I

should be glad to hear. He replied with a good deal of apparent in-

difference, saying that for his own part, he was disposed to wait the

action of the Legislature, and let them do what they please, or some-

thing like that. That I had subsequent conversations with Mr. Dun-

lap, in which he expressed some anxiety that I would aid in accom-

plishing the object of a gradual restoration or resumption of specie

payments; and as an inducement on the part of the State to sustain

the United States Bank, he wished it to be understood that it was his

intention, so far as he could control it, that its capital should be mainly

devoted to advance or sustain the interests of Pennsylvania ;
that the

loan should be rather made for the domestic interests of Pennsylva-

nia, than encouraging the importation of foreign goods. I wrote to

him while at Harrisburg the last time, several letters, giving him some
information in relation to the progress of matters here. I remember
to have received a letter from him

;
my impression is, it was during

the recess, requesting me to come to Harrisburg, and I wrote him a

letter, declined going, and gave him my reasons for it. I am not cer-

tain, but my impression is, it was during the recess.

Q. Who did you find at Harrisburg whom you supposed were
here as agents for the Banks ?

Ans. Upon my arrival here the first time, I saw Mr. Neff, a direc-

tor of the United States Bank; Mr. Lawrence Lewis, and I am not

certain whether I saw Mr. Handy here or not. I don’t recollect of

seeing any other director of the United States Bank. There were in

the course of the winter, a number of gentlemen here, who were direc-

tors of several of the other Banks.

Q. Did you see Mr. Daniel M. Brodhead here that winter 1

Ans. I don’t recollect that I did.

Q. Who did you understand was attending here on behalf of the

Bank of the United States ?

Ans. I know of nobody, excepting the Directors whom I have
named, except at a later period of the session. I was under the impres-

sion that Mr. Thomas Chambers represented the Bank of the United

States,

Q. Do you know, sir, or did you hear of any of Mr. Brodhead’s

transactions at Harrisburg that winter?

Ans. I did not. I feel pretty confident that I did not see him, and

I think I should have remembered it if I had seen him.

Q. How long did your last visit to Harrisburg continue?

Ans. Perhaps two or three weeks. Mr. Wilson’s books will show.

I left the day of the adjournment.

Q. Have you any knowledge in any way of corrupt means having
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been employed, or offered, or proposed to be employed, to influence
legislation on the question of resumption ?

Ans. I have no such knowledge, unless it be inferred from a single
transaction that came under my notice. I was asked by Mr. Lewis
>S. Coryell to go into Mr. Thomas Chambers’ room, saying that he
wanted to see me. When I went in, he handed me a letter, purport-
ing to be written by Judge Lewis; it was signed with his name. I do
not know his handwriting, and therefore can say nothing on that sub-
ject. 1 he substance of it was, that the Reporter (a paper printed in
t its place,) could be secured, or that he had ascertained that it could
be secured lor $ 4,000, expressing a desire that a check would be
given to him immediately lor the money. Supposing that [ had been
invited there to express some opinion on the subject, (I don’t recollect
that I was asked to,) I barely remarked to him, that you cannot pos-
si jly have any thing to do in such a business as this. He wrote a
note to Judge Lewis, declining the offer, which he read to me, whether
at my suggestion or his own, I don’t recollect

; he also showed me at
the same time, I think, a paragraph which he said Judge Lewis had
given him or sent to him to be published in the Reporter. 1 have
an indistinct recollection of the paragraph, but it related to the ques-
tions pending before the Legislature, in regard to resumption; it had
some reference to that subject.

Q. Have you any other knowledge of the fact, that there was
money at Harrisburg for the purpose of procuring legislation?

Ans. I have not. This matter led to a conversation with Mr.
Chambers afterwards, in which he disclaimed, very positively, any
intention or authority to give money for any purposes, to procure
legislation, or in other words, to use corrupt means. There was one
thing that occurred to my recollection. Judge Donelson was there
at that time

;
I heard him say that he had made some inquiries as to

!

the alleged purchase or arrangement, to purchase the Reporter, and
he was satisfied that there was no truth in any arrangement having-
been made with the editors of the Reporter.

' ° °

Q. Do you know any other fact than you have stated which you
deem material to this inquiry?

Ans. I do not.

_ S. D. INGHAM.
On motion,

Resolved
, I hat Mr. Ingham be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Robert Fleming, being called and affirmed, testifies as follows :

I was a member of the Senate in 1840, and here in my place dur-
ing the entire session, except a few days. I may state first, that what
was usually denominated a Bank Bill, had passed the Senate and the
House of Representatives—in the details of which the two Houses did
not agree, as per Journals of that session. That Bill was eventually
referred to a committee of conference of the two Houses. I was one
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oi what ;s term ;d the managers on the part of the Senate, in that
committee ot conference. The committee of conference had the Bill

under consideration for a considerable length of time— for the period
or time I refer to the Journal. Mr. Brown of the Senate, and of the
county of Philadelphia

; and Mr. Bell of the Senate, and of the county
ol Huntingdon, were the other managers on the part of the Senate.
We met frequently, and agreed upon a Bill, which was reported by
Mr. Brown to the Senate. I recollect of writing the report of the

Committee for the Bill agreed upon, and date of the report. I refer to

the Journals and Bill filed. When that Bill was called up for the action

of the Senate, at some stage of the proceedings had upon that Bill, the

resolutions which were eventually adopted by the Legislature, were
introduced by Mr. Bell, of Huntingdon. That was the first intimation

that I had of the preparation of the resolutions, as those introduced

by Mr. Bell. In the early part of the session of that year, I was in

favor of immediate resumption, of passing a law, requiring the Banks
to resume specie payments immediately, allowing a short time for-

giving the Banks notice. No final action being had upon a Bill in rela-

tion to the Banks, until the spring of the year, L then opposed imme-
diate resumption, upon the ground, that if the Banks were required to

resume specie payments in the business season of the year, that it

would be ruinous to my immediate constituents, inasmuch as that was
the season of the year that they took their lumber and produce of all

kinds to market. I so argued this question in a caucus of the demo-
cratic members of the Senate, held in the Supreme Court Boom. For
further evidence for the position assumed by me in the arguments, !

refer to all the democratic members of the Senate of that year; 1

then was anxious to have the period of resumption fixed after the

usual business seasons of my constituents—say, July or August. Not
being able to get any other period fixed, that I believed would be

satisfactory or advantageous to my immediate constituents, I eventu-

ally made up my mind to go for the Bill, or resolutions as they are

called, that passed. I did not either know, of my own knowledge, by
information received from others

;
neither did I at that time suspect

that any corrupt means were used to procure the passage of those re-

solutions. I was not acquainted with Daniel M. Brodhead, at that

time, nor am 1 now; I never seen the man, to know him, in my life.

John C. Boyd either introduced himself, or was introduced by some
other person to me during that session. I have not the most distant

recollection of ever having seen John C. Boyd until I seen him here

at Harrisburg, during that winter. He, Boyd, talked to me upon the

subject of the resumption of specie payments several times, and ap-

peared to evince great anxiety to have the day of resumption post-

poned as long as possible
;
he was what I would call a very uncomfort-

able borer, lor this reason : that he was not satisfied with his repeating

his story to me once nor twice. I heard him as I heard others, with

as much patience as the nature of the case would admit of. As to

John C. Boyd’s influence with me, upon the subject of resumption of

specie payments, by the Banks, he used no arguments, nor suggested
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any reason other than those used by all the men that were here boring
for the postponement of the resumption of specie payments. He had
no new ideas upon the subject; and I say, most distinctly, with a full

view of the responsibility of the affirmation I have taken, that John C,
Boyd had no influence, of any kind, character, or description, in pro-
curing my vote to be polled in any particular way upon that, or anv
other Bill.

Q. Do you know of any of Daniel M. Brodhead’s transactions at
Harrisburg, during that winter?

Ans. No; none whatever. I will add here, that I never heard of
the rumor of what is familiarly termed the $99,000, until I heard it

during the present session of the Legislature of Pennsylvania. I have
since understood, that it was made the subject o 1 newspaper discussion
duting the last annual election. I was in the western country, having
left home about the middle of September, and did not return until in
December. I was so far west, that I did not see the Pennsylvania
papers, being in Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois; and, perhaps* owing
to that circumstance, this rumor had not been brought to mv know-
ledge.

Q. Had you any conversations with Mr. Barrett, of the Keystone,
during that session?

Ans. I have had the pleasure, I may say, of an intimate acquaint-
ance with Mr. Barrett, for several years. During that session of the
Legislature, he wras very frequently in a room occupied by Mr.
I acker and myself, at Mr. Nagle’s hotel. I seen him, and conversed
with him nearly every day; and I have no recollection w'hatever of
ha\ ing any conversation with him in relation to the resumption reso-
lutions

;
yet I think, from our intimacy, that it is highly probable we

did talk upon that subject.

Q. Did you understand Mr. Barrett ever to intimate to you, or
offer any pecuniary benefit from the postponement of the resumption *

Ans. I never did.

Q. Do you remember of his ever having conversed upon the sub-
ject of the mode in which money might be made in the event of the
postponement of resumption ?

Ans. He never did.

Q. Had you any transactions with John C. Boyd, or O. Barrett,
during that period, of any kind?

Ans. I had not, at that time, with John C. Bovd, before nor since,
any business transaction to the amount of a single farthing. With Mr.
Barrett, I have never had any business transactions, except as a sub-
scriber for the Keystone.

Q. Had you any' contract or arrangement with any body, which
was contingent upon the event of the fate of resumption ?

Ans. 1 had not, of any kind, character, or description. _
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G. Did you make an}' investments in stocks, at or about that pe-
riod, or any purchases or sales of lumber?

Ans. Never. 1 did not embark in the lumber business.

Q. Had you any business transactions with General Cameron, or
Lloyd Wharton, during that period ?

Ans. Never.

Q. Subsequently to the passage of the resumption Bill, were you
ever told by any body that you might have had $ 5,000 for your
vote ?

Ans. I have not been.

Q. Did you, during that period, come into the possession of any
money, by finding, or in any way that you did not know the source

from which it came ?

Ans. No ; I did not.

Q. Did you understand, at any time during that period, from any
body, that there was money at Harrisburg, for the purpose of influen-

cing legislation ?

Ans. I did not; neither did I suspect such a thing.

Q. Do you know, sir, or did any person ever tell you that he knew
any means having been employed, for the purpose of influencing legis-

lation during that session, which you consider corrupt or improper?

Ans. I have not the slightest knowledge of anything in that shape,

that corrupt means had been used ; nor did any body tell me that he

knew. I called on the Governor frequently during that session, as I

have during the sessions since. I never had any confidential conver-

sation with the Governor upon the subject. The Governor never told

me how long he would like the day of resumption postponed, nor any
thing of that sort. My impressions as to the Governor’s wishes were
inferences drawn from his special message.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of the resumption

resolutions?

Ans. Not to the amount of one copper.

Q. Do you know any member of the Legislature, or officer of the

Government, who had ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you of any fact which

you deem material to this inquiry, which you have not stated ?

Ans. I do not know
; nor does anything occur to my mind as

having been stated to me by others, except what I have previously

stated, that would be material to the subject matter of inquiry.

[I have voluntarily appeared before this Committee, and made the

above affirmation.]

ROB’T. FLDMING.
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June 3Ot/i, 1842,

Committee met pursuant to adjournment;
Piesent Messrs. Sharswood, Deford, Ewing and Penriiman.

Mr- 0> Bakrett
> beinS again called and sworn, testifies as follows

;

t'

D
1

°7011 remember t0 bave ba(l any conversation with Mr. JohnU Boyd durmg the session of 1840
; and if so, what was it ?

Ans. I don’t recollect distinctly of having any conversation with
him. It is possible I might have had. Mr. Bovd has been often to

lature

SbUrg ^ ^ ^ ^ years> durin§ 'he sessions of the Legis-

Q. Did you ever say or intimate to him, that he could have five
thousand dollars if he could procure the vote of Mr. Fleming of the
senate, for the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. I never said or intimated to him anything of the kind.

r 9;
Had you ®ver any conversations with Mr. Boyd on the subject

ot Mr. Flemings vote?

Ans. I don’t recollect that I ever had.

Q. Did you ever say or intimate to any body, that he could have
live thousand dollars for Mr. Fleming’s vote?

Ans. 1 never did. I am perfectly confident upon that subject : for
1 never thought ol such a thing until I heard it from Mr. Boyd’s testi-mony. J

y™ any transactions of money or business, of any kind,
with Mr. Brodhead, during that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did he ever tell you that he had money, or the command of
° r 116 bUr^ose ob ejecting the objects of his visits to Harris-

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did he (Brodhead) ever tell you ofany payment, loan, gilt, or other disposition of money made by him
or proposed by him, during that or the extra session ?

Ans. No, sir.

p 9‘.
D j7°U

.

k
.

n°W
°f

any transaction of money or business of Mr.Brodhead s, with any body, during that session ?

Ans. Not that I recollect
; I don’t remember any.

,, O. BARRETT.
Un motion,

Mr. Barrett was discharged.
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Mr. William Donaldson, being called and sworn, testifies as fol-

lows :

Q. Were you at Harrisburg, at any time, during the session ol

1840?
A ns. 1 was.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg?

Ans. I was interested in the Improvement Bill, and other Bills that

were before the Legislature.

Q. Was the Bill for the resumption of specie payments one of the

Bills in which you were interested ?

Ans. I felt an interest in that Bill?

Q. Do you remember at what period you arrived, and how long

you remained at Harrisburg?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you remember in what particular stage of the resumption

you were here?

Ans. I think when the resumption resolutions were before the

House.

Q. Do you remember ever to have been present at a conversation

when the purchase of the Reporter newspaper was spoken of; and it

so, what was it?

Ans. 1 think it was in the year 1839, that I was spoken to on that

subject.

Q. Who were the persons who spoke to you ?

Ans. 1 do not recollect now— it was a general conversation at the

time ;
and it was only an interest in it.

Q. Was Samuel D. Ingham one of the persons?

Ans. I think not. I did not meet him here in ’39. He was here

in ’40.

Q. Was Thomas Chambers one of the persons?

Ans. He was here in ’40. 1 don’t recollect ever to have had con-

versations on that subject, in 1849, with those gentlemen.

Q. Was Lewis S. Coryell one of the persons?

Ans. Not that 1 recollect of.

Q. Was Judge Ellis Lewis one ?

Ans. No, sir.

q. Were you ever present in Mr. Thomas Chambers’ room with

Mr. Coryell and Samuel D. Ingham, when a letter from Judge Ellis

Lewis was produced, and the subject of the purchase of the Reporter

was spoken oh

Ans. I have no recollection of seeing a letter from Judge Lewis at

all. I was several tunes in the room with Mr. Coryell and Mi. Cham-

bers, at Mr. Chambers’ room.
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Q. At any of those periods, was the subject of the purchase of the
Keporter newspaper the subject of conversation ?

Ans. I think not.

Q. VV hat was the subject of conversation ?

Ans. Upon several occasions that we were in the room, it was rela-
tive to the resumption resolutions.

Q. Did }ou see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session J

Ans. Yes, sir.

, .

(

i‘
Had

J'
ou

,

c
,
ver any transactions of money or business of ;nvkind with Daniel M. Brodhead during that session ?

Ans. Not in any way whatever.

Q. Do you know or did any body ever tell you of any of Mr Brodhead s money or business transactions with any body during that ses-

Ans. I have no knowledge, nor did any body ever tell me.
Q. Do you know yourself, or did any body ever tell yon :f anv Joanpresent, gift or disposition of money by Daniel M. Brodhead 'to anvbody during that session for any object whatever?

me

AnS ’ AOt a Cl°llai f° m
-v knowledge, nor did any person ever fell

Q. Have you any knowledge, in any manner whatever, how the

nated?
P resoll,t,ons

> commonly called Bell’s resolutions, origi-

Ans. I do not know with whom they originated.

Senate^
^ SCG them at an >' time bcforc ‘hey were offered in the

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Had you any conversation on the subject of the postponementof the resumption, or the subject of those resolutions, with tbe Hmernor? wn-

Ans. f think T had. The conversation held with him was favor-able to having those resolutions passed-Bell’s resolutions 1 think it

S^a”
1 1101 reC° lleCt

’ but ' hink k was al*r ‘hey were offered in the

Q. By the request of whom particularly did you come to Harrisburg during that session ?
dms ‘

Ans. I came here several times without being requested by any per-son; and 1 came at the request of a letter from Mr. Chambers and 1think, Mr. Coryell, at least letters from them.
°d ’ 1

Q Was it with a view particularly to rendering service in referenceto the resumption question that you came to Harrisburg.
Ans. It uas that in connection with other business that I had here
Q. Had you any transaction of money or business with any mem-
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ber of the Legislature, or officer of the Government, of any kind du-

ring that session ?

Ans. Not any.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of

the Government, having made any investments in stocks, or in the

purchase or sale of lumber, during that session?

Ans. Not any, either directly or indirectly.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you that he knew, of

the employment of any corrupt or improper means for the purpose of

influencing the action of the Legislature in relation to the Banks at

any period 1

Ans, I have no recollection of any.

Q. At that period, or subsequently, were you a debtor of the Bank
of the United States.

Ans. I have kept an account in the Bank of the United States for

the last eight or ten y'ears—they may have discounted notes or drafts

for me from time to time—I have done business with them frequent-

ly-

Q. Subsequently to this session of 1840, were you sued or threat-

ened to be sued by the Bank of the United States?

Ans. All the business I have had with the Bank has been arranged

without suit.

Q. Did you ever write a letter to any officer or director of the Bank
of the United States, saying, in substance, that unless they granted

you a certain indulgence you desired, you would make some expo-

su re ?

Ans. I wrote to the officers of the Bank of the United States on my
own business, but not in regard to any exposure I had to make, as I

had no exposure to make.

Q. Will you state that in any conversation you had with the Gov-
ernor whether you had any' that you would not wish the whole com-
munity to know ?

Ans. I had no conversation with him, or any one else, but what I

would be willing that every person should know.

Q. Do you know, sir, of any exertions made by the Governor for

the purpose of procuring the passage of that law.

Ans. I think the Governor felt desirous that Mr. Bell’s resolutions

should pass. 1 judge that from conversation I Dad several times with

him. The Governor signed the Bill. He may have spoken to some
member in my presence— 1 can’t recollect certainly that he did so.

Q. Did you ever receive any compensation from any source for

your services in reference to the question of resumption?

A. Not a dollar.

Q. Who paid your expenses ?

Ans. I did.
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sion

Q. Did you see Mr. John C. Boyd at Harrisburg during that ses-

resolutions^'
1^^ * WaS at the time °f the PassaSe of those

X°
U any transactions of money or business with Mr. Flem-mg, ot the Senate, during that session l

Ans. Not any.

Ha
?,y°u any conversations with Mr. Barrett, of the Keystoneon the subject of the resumption resolutions ?

^ ’

1 l

'T
k I

u
had S6Veral times—he was favorable, as far as Icould learn from his conversation.

them
y°U 6Ver understand h'om him, or from any bodv else, that

that J
money, or the command of money, at Harrisburg during

tionsT
°n

’ PUrP°Se °f effeCtinS ^e passage of the° resold

*** 1 ha
^
e n .° knowledge of any person having a dollar, or ofever having heard so at the time.

’

Q. VVhere do you reside ?

Ans. In Danville.

Q Do you know, or did any person ever tell you, of any factwbcKyou deem material to this investigation wh/h ^cu ha/e not

Ans. Not any.

On motion,
W * D°NALDSON.

Resolved, 1 hat Mr. Donaldson be discharged. Agreed to.

Committee met:
1842.

I resent Messrs. Sharswood, Penmman, Lowry, and Deford,

Mr. Thomas Dcnlap, being called and sworn, testifies as follows a

Q Do you remember, during the period of the session of 18461whedier you saw and read any letters from Mr. Brodhead, Josephbo! ms and George Read, written from Harrisburg?
P

Ans. 1 do not recollect, sir, that I ever saw a letter from Mr. Solms
written from Harrisburg, in my life—I am very confident I never did—nor mom Mr. Read that I have any recollection of. I don’t recollectany entire otter from Mr. Brodhead, written from Harrisburg, that Isaw, as well as I recollect now. In continuation I will state, that durina-
that session particularly during the existence of the Committee ap-
pointer ay the Bank, Mr. Handy, who was in correspondence as the
active member of that Committee with Harrisburg, almost daily show=

BK. II*. COM. 17
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ed to me, and other Directors of the Bank, parts or portions, some-

times single lines, of letters which he held
;
generally, if not always,

folding down the date and signature
;
whether or not those letters of

which I did not see the signatures were from the parties named, I

can’t say.

Q. Do you remember, sir, in the course of the correspondence oi

parts of letters which you may have heard, or any conversation you
may have had with Mr. Handy on the subject of the term “ all is

right," to have been used ?

Ans. I do not remember so, sir. It would be very difficult for me
to remember ; I have no recollection of the kind.

Q. Have the goodness to look at those papers, and say what part

is in your handwriting? (Letter No. 2, here shown to witness.)

Ans. The note appended to it is in my handwriting. That in pen-

cil mark looks like Mr. Lardner’s handwriting, though I am not cer-

tain. It is not my handwriting.

Q. Have you any recollection of the occasion, or object for which
that note was written—March 4, 1840?

Ans. I don’t recollect now.

Q. Look at those papers, and say what part is in your handwriting

attached to letter No. 31 ?

Ans. Both of those papers attached to the letter are in my hand-
writing ;

and the note also, but not the letter.

Q. Can you remember anything connected with those papers?

Ans. I do not, further than I suppose it was one of the many
sketches of law or amendments drafted by me, of which l furnished
fifty or more.

Q. Look at letter No. 35, and say if any of those papers are in

your handwriting?

Ans. One of them is in my handwriting
; the writing on the back

of that paper is not my handwriting, nor do I know whose it is—or
do not remember anything further of the object of those papers; they
were sketches as I have stated. The note addressed to Mr. Handy,
and attached to letter No. 64, is in my handwriting; 1 do not remem-
ber the occasion or object of the note, 8th March. Special messen-
gers were sent frequently.

Q. Do you remember having received any letters enclosed to you
in letters from Mr. South?

Ans. I think, in two or three instances, I received from Mr. South
notes which were addressed to him from Harrisburg. Endorsement on
letter No. 67, is in my handwriting directed to Mr. Handy. I cannot
say whether that on No. 68 is or is not.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Handy, or from any bodv else,

any of Brodhead’s transactions in money or business of any kind,
during that session, at Harrisburg?



Ans. From Mr. Brodhead nothing; but from Mr. Handy I under*
stood him as furnishing money to Mr. Brodhead, 1 presume, at or
about that time.

Q. Did you ever understand from Mr. Handy, or any body else
what disposition Mr. Brodhead had made of the money ?

Ans. I did not, as far as I have any recollection now. Nor do I
believe 1 ever knew from him, or any one.

Q. Did Mr. Handy ever consult you in reference to employing Mr.
Brodhead in this business?

p

Ans. Mr. Handy, I think, wrote a note to me—I have looked for
hat note but could not find it— saying that in his opinion, and that of
his colleagues of the Committee and other friends of the Bank, that itwould be advantageous to the Bank to have Mr. Brodhead here.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Handy what the terms were hehad made with Mr. Brodhead, in reference to this business ?

Ans. I did not, as far as I now recollect, i may have heard mat-

bte^haf I dicf”
^ ^ ^ 1 Cannot now reca11

> 1 do not think k proba-

Q. Did any person else, besides Mr. Handy, speak to you of the
propriety of employing Mr. Brodhead to go to Harrisburg?

Ans. I cannot recollect that any person did. Other*members of
that Committee, and others, may have spoken to me about it, but Icannot now remember that they did.

Q. During this period, did you receive any letters from Harrisburg
luring the pendancy of the resumption resolutions ?

°

renfvtiir^
Undf j

he cal1 of this Committee’s subpoena, Ireply that I have no such documents. I have many private lettersfiom personal friends, from acquaintances and from strangers contaming remarks on persons and matters, more or less relatfn* to the
resolutions for the resumption of specie payments by the Bank°s, pass-ed Apul 3, 1840. None of which suggest, propose or show the use
of corrupt means employed by the Banks, or any of them, directly or
indirectly, for the purpose of influencing the Legislature, or any de-
partment of the Government of the Commonwealth, in regard to anv
legislation for their benefit. 1 have, personally, no objection to the
publication of their contents, except that I object to bein°- a party in
the breach of private confidence. With this declaration and objec-
tion on my part, I place before the Committee a packet containing all
such letters, which, after diligent search, under their call, I have teen
able to find. It is sealed, and contains nothing else. (Packet here
produced.) '

.

Do y°u know of any gift, or fees, or extra reward of any kind
given to the members of the Legislature in the session of 1840 who
belong to what is termed the Bank party, for any extraordinary exer-
tions on their part in favor of the resolutions ?
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Ans. I do not know —to them or any other member of the Legis-

lature.

Q. Had you ever any conversation with the Governor on the Bank
resolutions?

Ans. I never had, nor any correspondence..

Q. Do you know, or did any body ever tell you, any fact which
you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I am not now aware of any thing material of my own know-
ledge, nor do I recollect of any having been communicated that would
be material to this Committee.

Q. You stated before, when you were before the Committee, that

certain items of the expense account were paid Daniel M. Brodhead

for expenses in negotiating loans for the Commonwealth. Mr. Brod-

head, in his testimony before the Committee, denied having ever re-

ceived any such sums of money ; on what authority did you say that

your belief was that those sums had been paid him?

Ans. I said before, they were placed to his credit on the books of

the Bank, and appear to have been drawn out as other monies of

other depositors of the Bank, except some which I believe were paid

in cash by the usual officer of the Bank, to him or for his use.

Q,. Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Brodhead, sub-

sequently to that period, on that subject?

Ans. No, sir; nor upon any subject.

Q. Was there any thing in those parts of letters shown to you by
Mr. Handy, you now remember, which indicated the use of improper

means at Harrisburg at that time?

Ans.. None whatever. There was the general vein of demanding
money. As to their indicating the use of money for the members or

any officers of Government, 1 do not recollect any such thing.

T. DUNLAP.
On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Dunlap be discharged. Agreed to.

Mr. Ovid F. Johnson, being again called, and sworn, testifies as

follow

:

Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of the resumption

resolutions of 1840, or the question of the postponement of the re-

sumption ?

Ans. I had not the interest to the amount of one cent. I was in-

terested in regions of the country that would be benefitted by the im-

provement Bill. I mean that I was interested in coal lands that would
have been ultimately opened by the construction of the Wiconisco
feeder, and also, as one of the heirs of my father’s estate, in coal lands,

and other property, lying in Wyoming valley.

Q. Do you know any member of the Legislature or officer of the
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Government, who had any personal interest in the question of re-
sumption ?

Ans. I do not-.

Q. Do you know of any contract, arrangement, or understanding
between any persons, contingent upon the fate of the question of re-
sumption then before the Legislature ?

Ans. I co not.

D Su
H

j
d
7
0U any transactions of money or business with Daniel M.

nrodhead, during that period—the session of 1840 ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know of any body who had ?

Ans. I have a sort of indistict recollection of some person, but I do
not now remember who, coming to consult me about the title of some
lands; nor am 1 sure whether it was on the north or west branch,
somewhere up the Susquehanna.

Q. Was that a purchase or sale by him?
Ans. I don’t remember whether by him or to him, for which I re-

ceived no fee.

Q. Did Mr. Brodhead himself, or any one else, ever tell you of any
payment, gift, loan, or other disposition of money made by him (Brod-
head,) during that period, for any purpose or object ?

Ans. I don’t recollect that ever he or any body else so stated to
me, and I don’t think they did.

Q. Have you in your possession, any letters received from Mr.
tirodhead, during the winter or summer of 1840 ?

Ans. I do not think I have, and do not recollect that I ever received
any.

Q. Did you understand from Mr. Brodhead, in any conversation
you had with him during that period, that he had the possession orcommand of money for the purpose of effecting the object of his visits
to Harrisburg?

Ans. I feel very certain I did not. I should say that I had verv
little if any conversation with Brodhead, of a confidential nature, in
which he would have been likely to have given me such information.

Q. Can you recall now, any conversation you had with him, in
reference to ihe Bank question during that period?

Ans
- J

cannot rRC°llect any conversation in particular, though I
think I have on a number of occasions, heard him express a great
anxiety to see indulgence extended to the Banks by the Legislature.

Q. Had you ever any conversation with Mr. Barrett, of the Key-

head ’?

m releience to the Possession or disposition of money by Brod-

Ans. I had not any that I can now particularly recollect.
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Q. Do you now know, or did any body ever tell you any fact which
you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I can add nothing that I deem material to what I stated when
1 was examined before,

OVID F. JOHNSON.
On motion,

Resolved
, That Mr. Johnson be finally discharged. Agreed to.

July 2, 1842.

Committee met

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, Deford, and Lowry.

Mr. Ebenezer Kingsbury, being called and sworn, testifies as fol-

lows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840, and from what
county 1

Ans. I was a member of the Senate during that session, and repre-

sented the counties of Luzerne, Monroe, Pike and Wayne.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions, com-
monly called Bell’s resolutions ?

Ans. I voted for those resolutions, I think.

Q. Were you ever promised, or did you ever receive any pecuni-

ary benefit in consequence of that vote ?

Ans. No.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the fate of the question of
resumption ?

Ans. I had not.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature or officer of
the Government who had 1

Ans. 1 do not know of any one.

Q. Do you know of any body who had any arrangement or con-

tract with any body contingent upon the fate of the question of re-

sumption ?

Ans. I do not, unless it be the contractors on the North Branch, in

my district, many of whom would have been deeply affected in the

failure of the improvement Bill, and a Bill to raise the revenue or

money for them.

Q. Did you ever come to the possession of any money by finding,

or in any way that you did not know the source from which it came,
or the object intended ?

Ans. Not a farthing.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of

the Lrovernment who did.

Ans. I do not.
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Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead at Harrisburg, during that

session ?

Ans. I did.

Q. Had you any conversations with him upon the subject of the

resumption of specie payments?

Ans. It is very likely that I had ;
but I do not recollect the sub-

stance of any conversations, or when or where. I had been acquaint-

ed with Mr. Brodhead for a number of years, and I may have talked

with him as I did with others, on the subject of the improvements ;

my great object was to get an improvement Bill.

Q. Had you any transaction of money or business with Mr. Brod-

head, during that session?

Ans. I do not recollect of any I have had with him previously, but

do not reeolleet anything that winter.

Q. Do you know of any body who had that winter?

Ans. I do not recollect of any person. He and his brother had an
extensive lumber yard in Philadelphia; and the lumber men from our

section of country, I believe, frequently sold to him.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of

the Government, who sold lumber to him during that period?

Ans. 1 do not know of any one.

Q. Do you know, or did any person ever tell you of any payment,

loan, gift, or other disposition of money made by him during that ses-

sion, to any body, for any purpose?

A.ns. No.

Q. Did you hear at the time, from any source, that he had money,

or the command of money, for any purpose?

Ans. No.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the manner in which the resolu-

tions, usually denominated Bell’s resolutions, originated?

Ans. 1 will proeeed to state, to the best of my recollection, while

the Bank Bill was in the hands of the committee of conference, I

learned, that probably a Bill would be reported that would not be

passed; and during that time, Mr. Bell, a member of the Committee,

showed to me, and consulted with me, about the Bill which he wished

to report Alter learning that the Bank Bill was likely to fail, I con-

sulted, I think, with those members who felt more desirous to save the

Banks, upon the propriety of getting up a Bank Bill and an improve-

ment Bill together
;
so that if the Banks had time given them to re-

sume, they should be compelled to loan, for the purpose of carrying

on the improvements, and paying the debts on the public works.

Accordingly, I commenced preparing a short Bill to that effect. I

showed that Bill, I think, to Mr. Bell, and my impression is now, he

was not satisfied with the Bill, and thought it was not sufficient in de-

tail. I think he called the next morning and requested me to go to

bis room. I found at his room Mr. Frederick Fraley, then a member
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of the Senate, and another gentleman, that I do not now recollect.

Mr. Bell submitted his Bill to us, and we had considerable talk about

it. Mr. Bell adhered to his Bill, although some of its details were not

entirely satisfactory to those gentlemen. I don’t recollect whether I

had my Bill present or not. I believe it was concluded there, that

Mr. Bell’s resolutions should be offered as an amendment to some
House Bill, which was accordingly done, as will appear by the Jour-

nal. My object in wishing to have a Bill similar to Mr. Bell’s passed,

was, that I felt a deep interest in obtaining an appropriation to the

North Branch canal, which passes through my district ; and I was
satisfied, that unless lenity was given to the Banks, or time given to

them to resume, that they would be unable to loan any money; and I

was willing in the then state of affairs on the North Branch, to vote

for almost any Bill to raise money, that would not be a violation of
principle on my part.

Q. Had you any consultation with Mr. Brodhead, or any body else,

in reference to the Bill which you were preparing prior to your con-

sultation with Mr. Bell?

Ans. I can’t recollect. I think it likely I did talk with some of the

improvement men, who were Bank men, on the subject; but do not

think 1 talked with Brodhead about it.

Q. Did any body give or hand you a sketch of a Bill, to be offered

as amendments to Mr. M‘EI wee’s resolution?

Ans. I think not. I have no recollection of any body giving me a
sketch.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor on the subject;

and if yea, state the substance of them as far as you can recollect?

Ans. My impression is, that I spoke to the Governor once upon the

subject; but I cannot repeat a word that was said. My impression

then was, that the Governor would approve of the Bill if it passed, i

thought he was favorable to the Bill—a Bill nearly similar to Mr-
Bell’s Bill.

Q. Was this during the period that the Bank Bill was in the com-
mittee of conference?

Ans. I do not recollect; but should think it was after the commit-

tee of conference had determined to report Brown’s Bill, as was un-

derstood.

Q. Was this the only conversation on that subject you remember
to have had with him during the period that the Bill was before the

committee of conference ?

Ans. Yes.

Q. (By Mr. Lowry.) Will you state whether you ever saw Mr-
Bell in the Governor’s chamber, during the pendancy of these reso-

lutions?

Ans. I do not recollect to have seen him there.
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Q. Did you hear Mr. Bell have any conversation with the Governor
on the subject of resumption?

Ans. J believe not. 1 have no recollection of any at all.

Q. Do you remember ever to have had any conversation with Mr.
Barrett, ot the Keystone, on the question of the resumption ?

Ans. I think 1 had conversation with him upon the subject of the
improvement Bill—more particularly about an appropriation to the Wi-
conisco feeder—one Bill was dependant upon the other, as I supposed.

Q. Did he or any body else, in your presence, during that period,
ever speak about the mode by which money might be made in case of
the postponement of the resumption, by legislative action ?

Ans. I do not recollect of hearing any one say anythin^ on the
subject. °

Q._ Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of
the Government, who made investments in State or Bank stocks at
that period ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge of the employment of any corrupt
means, or of any proposition for the employment of any corrupt means,
made by anybody, during that period, or the extra session, for the
purpose ot influencing the Legislature, or the Executive?

Ans. I have no such knowledge.

Q. Did any person ever tell you that he knew?
Ans. I don’t recollect.

Q. Have you any letters in your possession from Daniel M. Brod-
head, received by you, during that session?

Ans. I believe not. I have no recollection now of having any.

Q. Do you know, or did any body ever tell vou any fact which you
deem material to this inquiry ?

Ans. No.

On motion,

Mr. Kingsbury was discharged.

E. KINGSBURY,

Mr. James M. Bell, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature of 1840,- and what
county did you represent?

Ans. I was a member of (he Senate during the years 1838, ’39
and ’40

; and in connection with Mr. Maclay, represented the coun’
ties of Huntingdon, Mifflin, Juniata, Perry and Union.

Q. You introduced the resolutions that finally became a law, and
voted for them ? Were you ever promised, or did you receive anv pe,
cuniary benefit for the passage of those resolutions?

Ans. No, sir
; neither directly nor indirectly.
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Q. Do you know of any other member of the Legislature or offi-

cer of the Government who did ?

Ans. I do not, and no circumstance either previous or during the

passage of them, ever occurred within my knowledge which indicated

any thing of the kind.

Q. Had you yourself or do you know of any member of the Legis-

lature or officer of the Government who had any personal interest in

that Bill ?

Ans. 1 had not myself, nor do I know any person who had, other

than the general interest of a citizen of the State.

Q. Do you know of any body who had any contract, arrangement

or understanding with any body, contingent upon the fate of the re-

sumption ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you, sir, or do you know of any body who came to the pos-

session of money by finding, or in any way that you did not know
the source from which it came, or the object intended ?

Ans. I did not myself, and know nothing of the kind in relation to

anyr other person.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session ?

Ans. I did see Mr. Brodhead here during that session.

Q. Had you any conversation with him on the subject of the re-

sumption of specie payments?

Ans. Not a word. I however saw him here, but not often in the

Halls of the House and Senate. 1 think he kept himself pretty much
out, so far as my impression is. I presume I saw him about Mr. Bueh-
ler’s— I saw him once or twice at the Governor’s house during that

winter, and 1 think I saw him once on the night of the 16th of April,

in the Senate chamber. 1 have seen him with the Governor several

times in Huntingdon county.

Q. Can you tell the Committee how you came to propose those re-

sumption resolutions?

Ans. As regards myself I have no objection, not only that every

act and every word which I did or said, but that every thought which
1 had on the subject during the pendancy of the resumption question

should be known to all the world, nor had I any communication dur-

ing that period with any person, so far as 1 can judge, that will in

any way affect or implicate any person injuriously; but during that

period 1 had many conversations which, although not expressed to he

confidential at the time, from the circumstances under which they took

place, would be understood to be so; and as it does not appear clearly

to my mind that the detailing of them at length is pertinent to the sub-

ject matter inquired of or would elucidate it, I would prefer that the

Committee would permit me in place of doing so, to state the results

and objects of them.

Committee decide that Mr, Bell is to answer.
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Ans. I proposed them at the instance and request of the Governor,

and because I believed the best interests of the .State required that

they should be proposed; and because I believed they were the best

that could be done at the time, and under the circumstances, to benefit

the people of the State. As the Committee have directed me to de-

tail all the circumstances, I will proceed to state all the prominent

facts connected with them. The subject of the suspension of specie

payments by the Banks of this State, and the question of resumption,

had engaged the attention of the Legislature, ar.d was the all-absorb-

ing topic from our meeting on the first of January, 1840. Bill after

bill, and project after project, had been proposed and objected to, until

the Legislature and the people had become wearied with the subject.

On the 11th of March, 1840, committees of conference on a Bank
Bill were appointed in the House, and in the Senate. The committee of

conference on the part of the House, was Abraham S. Wilson, James
R. Snowden and William M‘Kinstry; and Mr. Brown of the coun-

ty of Philadelphia, Mr. Fleming of Lycoming, and myself, on the part

of the Senate. The Committee on the part of the Senate were appoint-

ed in the afternoon, just before it adjourned. Within less than half an
hour after our appointment, I took Mr. Fleming into the North East
Committee Room of the Senate

;
we sat down, and I stated to hitn my

views on the subject. I might add after the long discussions on the

subject, I had then formed definite and fixed views. They consisted

briefly, that it being then generally conceded that immediate resump-
tion was out of the question, if a day was given it effected the princi-

ple as much as if a year was given; that I therefore thought, under
all the circumstances of our situation, that we had better give them
the time they asked, that is until the first of February to resume, on
condition that they would loan to the State such a sum of money as

was necessary for the then existing wants of the Government, viz :

—

the ordinary expenses, any deficiency in the funds for the payment of

interest on the loans, and the amount necessary for the repairs and
continuation of the public works; at the same time making such pro-

visions as would be most likely, after the time was fixed, to prevent

another suspension, and provisions most likely to prevent fraudulent

conduct on the part of the officers of the Banks, to prevent Directors

from taking all the money out on loan themselves, and to prevent

loans to brokers, and loans on stock. Mr. Fleming then fully agreed

with me in every particular, in regard to the principles of the Bill,

that we would report; it was expected that Mr. Wilson of the House
Committee, would coincide with us in our views, and that Mr. Mdvin-
stry could be induced to do so by argument. We expected and stated

at the time, that Mr. Brown of the Senate and Mr. Snowden of the

House would not agree with us, but that we four could agree on a re-

port of the general character as I have stated
;
by we four, I mean

Mr. Fleming, MTvinstry, Wilson and myself. Immediately after this

conversation, I went that same evening, being then nearly dark, to

the Governor’s room, in the State Department, opposite the Senate

Chamber
; he was there by himself. On my coming in, he stated that
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I was now, being on this Committee, in the most important situation I

had ever been in my life. I answered him that I was then in an im-
portant situation, and I would endeavor to do the best I could. We
had some conversation about the general principles of the Bill, and
what would be the best that could be got then for the people and the

State. Before the question was finally settled, we had very frequent

conversations on this subject. I think at that time and at all times,

the only reason he assigned for agreeing to give time for the Banks to

resume, was to prevent ihe people of the State from being pressed, and
to enable the Banks to be in such a situation, as that they could loan

to the Government such an amount of money as it was absolutely ne-

cessary for it to have, to get on at that time. No object but that of a

public character and for the public good was ever at any time assign-

ed by him to me for his course on the resumption question, nor did

any thing ever occur between us at that time to induce me to suspect

that his course was dictated by any other motive than that of a pub-

lic character. 'I'he committee of conference, from the 1 1th of March
to the 18th of March, had frequent meetings ;

nothing definite how-
ever was done in the committee during the first part of that period.

—

Time was taken to enable the two members of the House Committee,
Mr. Wilson and M‘Kinstry, to be convinced of the propriety of the

course Mr. Fleming and I had agreed upon. At and during all

the time of the sitting of the committee of conference, and after-

wards, it was understood here, there were two views taken of the

resumption question, and two influences operating: one of each was
by those who wished to do that which they believed would be most
for the interest of this State, without reference to any other considera-

tion, and the other of which having reference to the coming fall elec-

tion. The influence on this side of the question being understood

to proceed from Washington city; and consequently, we who went
lor the interests of the State, were called “The Pennsylvania Line,”

and the others “The Foreign Line.” It being believed that a report

of the committee of conference would be made corresponding with

my general views, and that four of us would agree to that, I very
shortly afterwards commenced preparing the Bill. It took consider-

able writing in preparing the Bill
;
and I got one of the clerks in the

Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Department, by the direction of the

Governor, to assist me in writing it. The Governor knew that I was
preparing a Bill,. I told him it required a good deal of writing; and

he told me he would tell Mr. Skunk to let William Stewart, one of

the young men in his office, write for me. In the meantime, the com-
mittee met once or twice a day, and we would let Mr. Brown and
Mr. Snowden amuse themselves with making motions, on which we
had to take time to consider. Applications were made by them in

the House and Senate for additional members. The Senate refused

to appoint
;
the House appointed Messrs. Flenniken and Roberts, who

came the next morning into the committee room
;
and the committee

of the Senate refused to recognize them. We went on until, I think,

Wednesday, the 18th, when 1 began to suspect that Mr. Wilson and
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myself were to be in the minority,, in place of Messrs. Brown and
Snowden. On Thursday, the 19th, I was convinced we were to be
thrown off. During Friday and Saturday, the 20th and 21st of
March, Messrs. Fleming, Brown and Snowden, were preparing the
report of committee of conference, which we understood woufd be
made on Monday, the 23d. On the evening of Sunday, the 22d of
March, I went to the Governor’s house.. After some conversation,
he stated to me that he thought there was a mode by which the adop-
tion of the report of the committee of conference, to be made the
next day, might be prevented, and that was by having offered by Mr.
AFFilwee, or some other suitable person, in the House—(Mr. M‘Elwee
we concluded would do best)—the next morning, as soon as it met a
resolution authorizing a loan, to meet the most urgent necessities of the
State

; that that would be passed by dispensing with the rules, and
sent over to the Senate the same day—and that I should prepare
amendments on the subject of resumption, and providing the neces-
sary means for the State, which could be offered as an amendment
by striking out all after the word “ Resolved,” in the resolution from
the House. He expressed his belief, that something of this kind was
necessary to be done to protect the interests of the State. He then
showed me a resolution which had been drawn up with a view of
being offered in the House. I read it; told him [ thought the objects
to which it was proposed to apply the money when obtained, were
not quite wide enough to enable it to pass, and that I would draw one
up and send it to him next morning. I agreed to prepare the amend-
ments to be offered in the Senate, and submit them to him. YVe both
agieed that in the then^ state of feeling in the Legislature, they must
oe short. I recollect of his saying, that if we could not get all done
that we wanted for the interest of the State, we should get what we
could, and trust to the next Legislature for regulating the°Banks in a
proper manner. I drew up the form of a resolution, to be offered in
the House, and took it to him before breakfast the mornina 0f the
23d, and requested him, for some reason which 1 don’t recollect to
send it back to me which he did ; and I now have it enclosod'bv
him to me. In the course of that forenoon, I prepared the amend-
ments to be offered in the Senate. When I came to make them up "i
found b\ the time I was done there were a considerable number of
them. As soon as I was done, I took and left them with the Gov-
ernor. In the evening I went to see him. Among other thin os he toldme that Mr. Kingsbury had been preparing something on the subject
and that I had better call and see him—which I did. Mr Kimesbuiv
showed me what he had written, which was not satisfactory^ me
I went back to the Governor, and told him this. It was understood
between us, that the amendments should be readv to be offered ns
soon as the resolution for a loan came into the Senate, so that before
the vote could be taken on the report of the committee of conference
there should be, before the members, some other project upon which
they rou.d act, and to which they could recur, in case that report
snould be rejected. When I returned to the Governor’s from Mr.
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Kingsbury’s room, on the evening of the 23d, he told me that I had
better get Mr. Kingsbury, Mr. F. Fraley of the Senate, and Dr.
Sutherland, to come to my room early the next morning, (Tuesday
the 24th,) and consult together on the subject, in order that the ultra

Bank men might not object to what was to be proposed. Accordingly
I spoke to these gentlemen, and they came to my room. I submitted

to them altogether, as well those resolutions actually offered, as what
is left of what I had prepared. There were twenty-one resolutions

in all. There was considerable difference of opinion between Mr.
Fraley and myself ; and the result was, that we agreed that I should

offer, what I afterwards did offer in the Senate, on the same day. I

know of nothing improper on the part of the Governor, or any body
else, in the whole transaction. The only object avowed and acted

on, so far as I know, was to do the best for the State.

Q. In any of those conversations which you had with the Gov-
ernor, was any thing said which you would not be willing the world

should hear ?

Ans. Not one word; nor did any thing occur in our different con-

versations on the subject, to indicate that he was actuated by any
other consideration than the good of the State.

Q. Were you in the city of Philadelphia during the session of

1840 !

Ans. Yes
;
my wife was staying with some of her relations in

Philadelphia some time before the committee of conference was ap-

pointed, and I went to see her. I cannot be certain whether mora
than once or not.

Q. Who did you see, at that time, connected with the Banks ?

Ans. I think I saw W. D. Lewis. I am not sure whether it was
before or after the passage of the resolutions. My principal object

in calling to see him, was to ascertain^from him what had become of

the $330,000, of the Huntingdon breach money, which that Bank
had taken the loan of, for the purpose of paying.

Q. Did you speak to him on the subject of stocks, and the pro-

bable rise or fall of price, depending on favorable legislation?

Ans. 1 did not speak to him, or any other person in the city of'

Philadelphia, on the subject, previously to the passage of the resump-

tion resolutions. I did, subsequently to the adjournment of the Le-

gislature, on the 17th of April.

Q. Who drew the resumption resolutions you offered on the 24th

of March, in the Senate ?

Ans. The first resolution is my own handwriting; the greater part

of the second is in the handwriting of the clerk, William Stewart,

whom I have alluded to, in the Secretary’s Office; the balance of that

second resolution, which was a modification, which we agreed upon

on the morning of the 24th, as I have stated, is part in my hand-

writing, and part in the handwriting of Dr. Sutherland, at my room,
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in the presence of Mr. Fraley, Kingsbury and myself, as I have
stated; the third resolution, if I recollect right, is in my handwriting-
the fourth and filth were in the handwriting of the clerk in the Sec-
retary’s office, whom I have alluded to; and the sixth, which is but a
few lines, is in my own handwriting. These were the resolutions 1
offered, and were passed. 1 slightly amended them. The original
resolutions were drawn up by me, and under my direction, by taking
parts ot the Bill of the committee of conference.

Q. Did you submit those resolutions to a counsel, agent, adviser
or officer of the United States Bank, or any other Bank ?

Ans. I done with those resolutions just as I have said My prin-
cipal quarrels were with Bank men. I submitted them to no person
ot that character, except Dr. Sutherland, who was supposed to be
such, to my knowledge at present, no person saw- them but tho«e I
have mentioned There was very little time; we started them onMonday, and offered them on Tuesday.

Q. Did you purchase or sell any stocks, during the session of 1840
or shortly after, of any individual or Bank

; and if yea, whom 1
’

Ans. After the adjournment of the Legislature here on the 17th Iwent on to U ashington city
; stayed there some ten days, and returned

to Philadelphia. 1 stayed in Philadelphia one or two days. While
there, I agreed with an individual, Charles M‘Callister, that he misfit
purchase some stock for us jointly, if it would be advisable to do°so
and we would lake the profit or loss between ourselves. The matter
w-as left to his judgment. He made an agreement on time. He pur-
chased some in May or June, or probably both months. The amount
1 can t state exactly now. It was some State stock—not of a largeamount

; some Girard stock
; and some United States Bank stock.

1 left the matter all to him. I know w hat the result was. He stated
to me the halt of the loss was, I think, three hundred and forty-nine
dollars, and I paid it Alter the Legislature adjourned in June,'l640
1 went to Philadelphia, and Dr. Peter Shoenberger, Wm. M. Watts

5

and mj sell, contracted for three hundred shares on time; one hun-
dred for each ot us. Until after the adjournment of the Legislature
on 17th April, 1840, the idea never entered into my mind, nor was it
suggested to me by any other person, to purchase' or have anything
to do with stocks ol any kind, in any shape or form

; nor did I everown a dollar s worth of any kind of stock, except one hundred and
twenty -five dollars worth in a bridge, opposite the town of Hunting-
don. About the latter end of June, ’40, after I returned home
unfortunately was induced to purchase stock, because, l supposed
with others, stocks would rise, and

1 purchased some more stock in

,

United states Bank on time. I don’t recollect of any one who
advised me to do so. I authorized Capt. Thomas Hayes, who spoke
to a man ot the name ol Davis, to purchase. I w-rote also to M‘Cal
lister, a broker in Philadelphia, and Henry R. Davis, a broker.

Q. Did any one during that session, or shortly after, offer to takeyou in as a partner in the purchase of stocks?
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Ans. Previous to the latter end of April, 1840, no person offered

to take me in as a partner in the purchase of stocks, nor suggested to

tne in any manner the purchase of stocks, or any operation of the

kind. Any thing I ever did do, was after the question of resump-
tion was settled, and after the adjournment on the 17th April, 1840.
In connection with this subject of stocks, a matter has transpired since

I arrived here, and took place by or on the part ofi some person or

persons who had heal’d something about my transactions in stocks, but

who did’nt know at what time I had had them. The object of which,

as I understood it at the time, was to deter me from testifying in this

matter. The person who talked tome was Mr. John Anderson, clerk

to Canal Commissioners—he introduced another person’s name in the

conversation—and he said what another person supposed the amount
of it is or was—repeating to me as to what the Governor had said

upon the subject, and about me. Mr. Anderson met me on last Mon-
day, when I came here, in the entry of the passage as I was coming
up here, and began interrogating me as to what I knew and would
say. Mr. Anderson is a young man that formerly used to live in our

town; and under all the circumstances, and the manner in which he

was interrogating me, I thought he was stretching his curiosity too

far. I tried to avoid being interrogated by him without being rude to

him. lie asked me what I would say about the Governor, and whe-

ther 1 would say that he knew anything about the origination of the

resumption resolutions ; I told him shortly in answer, that I knew of

nothing improper on the part of any person, or anything tending to

show corrupt conduct, but 1 could’nt say that the Governor knew
nothing about the origination of the resumption resolutions, for that

wou-ld’nt be true. And I then passed on into this room, when he

first stopped and talked to me as 1 have stated. I thought that it was
possible his doing so might be the result of his own impertinent curi-

osity. I stayed some short time, some fifteen minutes or half an hour in

this room, and then went down into the Senate Chamber—took a paper

and went into the front committee room of the Senate; and as I had
not slept well the night before, laid down on the sofa wishing to sleep,

I had not been there from more than three to five minutes, 1 presume,

until Mr.. Anderson opened the door of the committee room, appa-

rently as if he was looking for some person, appeared to be surprised

to find me there, hut yet immediately took a seat, and began talking to

me on the subject now under investigation
; I tried to induce him to stop

by not answering, but reading on the paper I held
;
he stiil kept talk-

ing on, notwithstanding my apparent unwillingness. Among other

things telling me that the Governor had heard, I think he said, I was
in towm

;
that the Governor had every confidence in me, and was cer-

tain I would say nothing to injure him. After he was talking on in

this way for some time, I told him that I knew of nothing improper

on the part of the Governor in connection with the resumption resolu-

tions, that it was an unpleasant thing to me to he brought here, and
inconvenient

;
but that if I was compelled to testify, I would have to

do so and would tell the whole truth. He then said, “ Why they say
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you had something to do with stocks, and they have been subpoena-mg witnesses, or there are witnesses to prove it on you.” From hismode and manner of speaking, I was impressed strongly with the
Oelief at the time, that he was not thus speaking and talking to me at
n.s own instigation, and without having been suggested and set on todo s° by another. Ue had known me, and I had known him longand well; and from our relative situations in life I was perfect! y satis-
fied in my own mind, that he would’nt thus have talked to me with-
out being sent to do so by another. He continued talking in a man-
ner as if to frighten me

; and I answered him at last, pretty decidedlyMat whoever had heard anything about any transaction of mine in
stocks, had not been informed correctly as to the time at which I had
anything to do with stocks, and I knew the grounds I stood on, and if
i testified at all, come what would, and affect whoever it might, 1
would tell the whole truth. He sat a minute or two after this, and
then got up and went out.

Q. Had you ever any conversation with the Governor in reference
to what should be done in case the day of resumption was fixed for
1/ecember ?

Ans At some time, the precise date I can’t tell now, but during
and while we were acting on the committee of conference, and I was
prepat ing the Bill which was to be offered, the Governor asked me
whether it would nt be as well to fix the time of resumption about the
12th or 15th of December— I think the 12th ; that if that was the day
fixed for resumption, and no later date could be got, 1 think his ex-
pression was, he “could muster up sufficient reasons for calling the
Legislature together before that day, if it was found necessary for the
safety of the Banks, and the Legislature could extend the time.” I
told him that I did not think that it was proper or advisable to do so,
and 1 would not agree to it, it being in every view wrong; that if the
period ol resumption was extended to any where near that time, it

ought, at any rate, to be extended to some four or six weeks after the
close of the fall business, to enable the Banks to prepare for resump-
tion ; that the calling of the Legislature together would be a great
expense. 1 was opposed to it

; and he gave up the suggestion finally.
The Governor suggested this idea of a resumption on or about the
12th ol December, 1840, and his calling the Legislature together be-
fore that period, to me several times and pressed it somewhat

; but I
always resisted it, and he gave it up at last on finding that I would
not agree to it.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any body ever teff you, of the
employment of any corrupt means whatever, directly or indirectly,
during that session, for the purpose of influencing any member of the
Legislature or the Executive ?

Ans. There was a great deal of talk here.— I do not know myself,
and nobody ever told me of anything he knew of that nature, connect-
ed with the question of resumption.

BK. IN. COM.. 18
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Q. Do you know yourself, or did any body ever tell you, any fact

which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not know of my own knowledge, nor did any person ever

tell me that I now recollect of.

J. M. BELL.
On motion,

Resolved
, That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call of

the Chairman.

July 5th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment:

Present Mr. Sharswood, &c.

Mr. John P. Anderson, being duly affirmed, presented the following

statement

:

As Mr. Bell, in bis testimony on Saturday, has attempted, by false

and unwarrantable inferences from conversations had between him
and myself, to make the impression that Governor Porter wished to

intimidate him, through me, from giving evidence before this Com-
mittee, I have solicited this opportunity of explaining what actually

took place between us. I would state that all my interviews with him
were entirely voluntary, and at the suggestion of no one. I went to

see him on Monday morning at Mr. Wilson’s hotel, and found him at

breakfast. My object was to ascertain the truth of a report that I

bad heard, as to the scarlet fever prevailing in Huntingdon. I ex-

pected my wife and child to stop there on their way from Pittsburg,

and was anxious to know whether they would run any risk in doing

so. After making these inquiries, I remarked, that I supposed he was
here as a witness ? He replied that he was, and that it was very

unpleasant for him—that he would have preferred not being exam-
ined. He spoke in a mysterious manner, as if he knew what would
affect the Governor, at the same time saying, that he knew nothing

criminal. I stated to him that I had heard reports about his specula-

ting in stocks about that time, but I have no recollection of saying

that the Committee had witnesses to prove it. I was with him but a

few minutes. After I left him, and before we again met, I saw the

Governor, and told him of the conversation I had had with Bell. He
replied that he did not fear any thing Mr. Bell or any other person

would say, if they told nothing but the truth. I next met Mr. Bell on
the second story of the Capitol, leaning over the railing. I was pass-

ing on to the Canal Commissioners’ room, and asked him if he had
been examined yet ? He said no, that the Committee had other mate-
rial, and that he would wait until Kingsbury came, that Kingsbury
knew all that he did. I do not think any more words passed between
us at this time. 1 left Mr. Bell, and went a few minutes afterwards
to one of the Committee rooms of the Senate, expecting to see another
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gentleman. On opening the door, I found Mr. Bell on the sofa, and
sat down and entered into conversation with him. I told him that I
had seen the Governor after I had left him at Wilson’s, and repeated to
him what I have before stated, that the Governor feared nothing he had
to saj, if he stuck to the truth. There was also some further con-
versation as to the rumor of his having gone largely into stocks about
the time of the passage of the resumption resolutions. I did not say
that I knew the fact. I believed it and continued to do so. [ have
no positive knowledge of it, but having resided in the same place with
Mr Bell for a long time, and knowing the gage of his patriotism, I
confess, that if money was lavished with the prodigality I have heard,
that I incline strongly to the opinion, that the author of the resump-
Mon resolutions was benefitted, either by the purchase of stock, or in
some otherfair business transaction. In stating that 1 told him that
the Governor had confidence in him, lie has told a deliberate and
unqualified falsehood- I have known both the Governor and Mr.
Bell for many years. I am aware that the Governor cannot be iano-
rant of the fact that Mr. Bell has been unfriendly to him, and althotio-h
1 have repeatedly seen Mr. Bell in company with the Governor, and
a familiarity attempted on Mr. Bell’s part, I have always seen the
Governor manifest a wish to get rid of him as quick as he could

; for
these reasons, I feel certain, that no confidence was ever expressed
by the Governor, in Mr. Bell, at least as far as my knowledge o-0es.
Ihe Governor did not request me to see Mr. Bell. It was entirely
an act of my own, and 1 had no thought or intention of intimidating
him, and well he knew it.

I cannot conceive what other motive Mr. Bell could have in giving
the conversations we have had on this subject, a coloring so flagitious
and unfounded, unless he intended to make the impression, that the
Governor wanted to suppress his evidence. If the Governer did want
to do this, his conversations with me on the subject, were very incon-
sistent with any such object. He manifested a perfect indifference as"
to what Mr. Bell might state. After reading Mr. Bell’s testimony, I
called on him on Sunday, and told him he had made statements abso-
lutely false. After some warm words, he remarked that all that part
of his evidence was irrelevant, and could be stricken out.

J. P. ANDERSON.

Dr. Joel B. Sutherland, being called and sworn, testifies as follows:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg at the session of 1840?
Ans. Yes, sir.

Q- Were you here during the pendancy of what are commonly
called Bell’s resolutions?

Ans. I was.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the passage of those resolu-
tions ?

Ans. None.
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Q. Do you know, sir, any member of the Legislature, or officer of

the Government who had ?

Ans. No.

Q. Do you know of anybody who had any contract, arrangement,

or understanding, contingent upon the fate of the resumption?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead at Harrisburg during that

session 1

Ans. Yes; I saw him, not very frequently. I have no recollection

of seeing him more than once or twice in the Senate Chamber, where

I usually stayed.

Q. Had you, during that session, any money or business transac-

tion with Daniel M. Brodhead ?

Ans. No, sir ;
never.

Q. Do you know, sir, or did any person ever tell you of any of

his transactions at Harrisburg ?

Ans. I do not know, nor did any person ever tell me. It never

struck me that he had any money arrangement at that time to carry

the Bill.

Q. Had you any conversation with him upon the subject of re-

sumption ?

Ans. I have no recollection of having conversed with him on that

subject.

Q. Did you see Joseph Solms at Harrisburg during that period?

Ans. I did.

Q. Had you any transaction of money, or business with Mr. Solms
during that period?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know, or did any body ever tell you, of any of Mr.

Solms’ business or money transactions here, during that period ?

Ans. No; I had not the slightest idea that he was concerned for

any other than his own Bank ?

Q. Did you ever understand from Mr. Solms, or any body else,

that any body had the possession or command of money during that

session, lor the purpose of influencing the action of the Legislature or

the Executive?

Ans. No.

Q. Do you know, sir, any member of the Legislature, or officer of
the Government, who were ever promised, or did receive, directly or

indirectly, any pecuniary benefit from the passage of the bill?

Ans. No.

Q. What was the object of your visit to Harrisburg that winter?

Ans. 1 came to prevent a too speedy resumption of specie payments
ky the Banks, without the solicitation of any man whatever, connect-
ed with any Bank in this Commonwealth.
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Q. Have you any knowledge of the manner in which the resolu-
tions, commonly called Bell’s resolutions, originated ?

Ans. Mr. Bell, Senator from Huntingdon, called early one morning
before breakfast, at Wilson’s hotel, and requested me to meet at his
room to hear resolutions that he had prepared, read, and to pass my
opinion on them. I objected, and said, that as I was no Senator, I
did not think it was proper that I should go alone to his room to coun-
sel upon his bill or his resolutions

; but that I would go, if he would
• Mr. traley, one of the Senators from my district, which Mr.

Bell declined doing at that time
; he shortly returned however, and

invited Mr. Fraley, and we went around as soon as he had break-
fasted, to his room together. We there met Mr. Kingsbury; Mr. Bell
commenced reading a number of resolutions of a restrictive character,
very like^Mr. Snowden’s bill. I think some of the strong features of
Snowden’s bill were in this. Mr. Fraley, in his peculiarly- bland and
persuasive manner, objected to some of his resolutions, and I inciden-
tally sustained him. Mr. Bell was not satisfied with our arguments
at first, but at length gave in, and offered his resolutions pretty much
in the shape in which the resumption resolutions were passed by both
Houses of the Legislature—Mr. Kingsbury taking very little part in
the discussion at Bell’s room.

Q. Prior to this meeting, had you been informed by any body of the
plan ol having amendments of this character offered in the Senate to
a House Bill, and, if yea, by whom?

Ans. 1 had forgotten till it was mentioned here this afternoon that
Mr. M-Elwee had offered a resolution in the other House which was
passed; and that the amendment of Mr. Bell was added in the Senate.
I do now remember that that proposition was made. I heard it talked
of before the House resolution came to the Senate; but who su^ested
the proposition I can’t say— it is likely I did myself.

03

Q. Had you any conversation with the Governor on this subject ?

Ans. \es, sir
; I have had conversations with him. I was frequent-

ly requested by our friends to go in and see the Governor; but I think
l may say now, 1 was never five minutes alone with the Governor at
his chamber here during the session, there being so many visitors
either going or coming while I was in the Executive Chamber.

Q. Prior to this meeting with Mr. Bell and Kingsbury, had you any
conversation with him, and did you suggest the mode of action in pro-
posing Senate amendments to a House Bill ?

Ans. Possibly I had some conversation, but 1 can’t say that he sug-
gested it to me. 8

Q. Have you any knowledge, either of your own or by informa-
tion from others, of any means having been employed at Harrisburg
to influence legislative action which you considered corrupt or impr<>

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you any knowledge of investments made in stocks by any
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member of the Legislature, or any officer of the Government, during

that period?

A ns. None.

Q. Do you know, sir, or did any person tell you of any fact, other

than you have stated, which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Have you any letters or paper’s in your possession relating to

this matter?

Ans. None.

Q. Did you understand from the Governor that he was in favor of

Bell’s resolutions?

Ans. Yes.

Q. Were there any conversations with the Governor that were im-

proper ?

Ans. No.
J. B. SUTHERLAND.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Sutherland be discharged. Agreed to.

On motion.

Committee adjourned to meet again at tire call of the Chairman.

July 7, 1842'.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment r

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Penniman, and Ewing.

On motion.

Resolved
,
That this Committee adjourn to meet again at the call oi

the Chairman. Agreed to.

July 8th, 1842'.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment

:

Present Messrs. Sharswood, Deford, Penniman, Ewing, and Lowry.

Mr. Deford moved that a subpoena be issued to the Governor to ap-

pear before this Committee to-morrow afternoon at 3 o’clock.

Yeas and nays called by Mr. Deford.

Mr. Sharswood Nay.
Mr. Ewing Nay.
Mr. Penniman Nay.
Mr. Deford Yea,
Mr. Lowry Yea.

It was determined in the negative.

Mr. Ewing asked leave to enter upon the minutes his reasons for

his vote. Agreed to,.
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Mr. E. states that his reasons for voting against the issue of a sub-
poena for Governor Porter does not arise from an unwillingness to per-
mit him to testify before the Committee, but that he doubts the power
of the Committee to call on a co-ordinate branch of the Government
to appear before them, and feels it is due the station that the Execu-
tive occupies to permit him to exercise his own views of propriety as
to his testifying before the Committee. The issuing of a subpoena by
the Committee, under the circumstances of the case, might, and no
doubt would, be erroneously construed. Should the Executive feel
himself aggrieved^ by any portion of the testimony which has been
taken before the Committee, his own sense of propriety would induce
him to seek the opportunity of relieving himself from any false infer-
ences that might be drawn from the same by voluntarily appearing
before the Committee, as many others have done.

On motion,

Mr. Lowry desires that this Committee permit him to say to Gov-
ernor Porter, that they desire him to appear before them this afternoon,
at 3 o clock

, to give testimony.

Mr. Ewing moved to amend the motion, by saying, after the word
‘•they, as follows : “Are willing to hear him if he desires to ap-
pear before the Committee, at any time that he may designate as
most convenient to himself, between this and Monday next.”

On the question,

Will the Committee agree to the amendment ?

Mr. Sharswood, yea
Mr. Penniman, Yea.
Mr. Ewing, Yea.’
Mr. Lowry, Nay.-
Mr. Deford, Nav

It was determined in the affirmative.

And the motion, as amended, was agreed to by the same vote.

Mr. Deford remarked as follows:—“The reason I have voted
against the above amendment, is, that I deem it improper that the
Governor should be made a volunteer in this matter.”

Mr. Lowry says—“He cannot be the bearer of such a message to
Governor Porter, and considers it the duty of the Committee to^ calf
on him. This is the only witness that the minority of this Committee
has asked to be subpoenaed—neither have they been consulted in the
subpoenaing of any.”

The Chairman stated, that “ he had always expressed his willingness
to subpoena any witnesses requested by any member—did so in°seve
ml instances; and at the request ot Mr. Lowry himself, subpoenaed
and examined Messrs. Bostick and Cantine.”
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Committee met.

3 o'clock
,
P. M.

Mr. John Hoge, being called and sworn, testifies as follows :

Q. Were you a member of the Legislature in 1840 ?

A ns. I was; and from Mercer county.

Q. Did you vote for or against the resumption resolutions, com-
monly called Bell’s resolutions?

Ans. I voted for them.

Q. Had you previously voted for immediate resumption ?

Ans. I voted for the first proposition that was introduced, I think,

by Mr. Penniman. My whole course was governed by what I con-

sidered the best way to get money to carry out the public improve-

ments.

Q. Were you ever promised, or did you ever receive any pecuni-

ary benefit for your vote on the resumption resolutions ?

Ans. No, sir; and I never heard of such a thing intimated during

that time.

Q. Had you any personal interest in the event of the fate of the re-

sumption ?

Ans. None whatever, except the interest I felt in the public im-

provements.

Q. Do you know any member of the Legislature, or officer of the

Government, who had any personal interest ?

Ans. I do not. I never suspected anything of the kind.

Q. Had you yourself, or do you know of any body who had any
contract, or arrangement, or understanding with any one, contingent

upon the fate of the resumption ?

Ans. I had not myself; nor do I know any one who had.

Q. Did you, during that period of the extra session, come to the

possession of any money, by finding, or in any way that you did not

know the source from which it came, or the object intended ?

Ans. None whatever.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead here during that session ?

Ans. I had no acquaintance whatever with him.

Q. Did you see Joseph Solms here from Philadelphia ?

Ans. To know him, I did not.

Q. Do you know yourself, or did any body ever tell you of any of
the transactions in money or business, of Daniel M. Brodhead, or Jo-

seph Solms, during that session ?

Ans. 1 do not ; nor did any body ever tell me.
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Q. Did you yourself, or do you know of any member of the Legis-
lature, or any officer of the Government, making any investments in

stocks, during that period ?

Ans. I did not; nor do I know of any person having made invest-

ments at that time.

Q. Do you know of any member of the Legislature, or officer of
the Government, who made any purchase, or sale, or contracts, for
lumber during that session ?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Had you any conversations with the Governor during that
period on the subject of resumption ?

Ans. I had conversations with him on the general policy of the re-
sumption. I do not recollect any particular conversation

; but 1 think
he expressed himself favorable to an earlier day.

Q. Do you know yourself, from any source, of any corrupt means
or proposal to employ any corrupt means, to influence the action of
the Legislature during that session?

Ans. I do not.

Q. Do you know, or did anv body ever tell you any fact, which
you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. I do not
; nor did any person ever communicate any thing of

the kind to me.

JNO. HOGE.
On motion,

Mr. Hoge was discharged.

On motion,

Resolved, i hat this Committee do now adjourn, to meet again at
the call of the Chairman. Agreed to.

July 1 1th, 1842.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

VIr. Samuel I'. Williams, being called and sworn, says :

I am Serjeant-at-Arms of the Senate. I was entrusted with the
service of a subpeena, among others, for Thomas Chambers. On
Thursday, the 26th of May, I arrived at Danville, called on John C.
Boyd, and served a subpoena, made inquiry as to the whereabouts of
Mr. Chambers, and was told by him, that he had left there with his
family, and in all probability would not be back during the summer.
Mr. Chambers’ house was shut up, and I made other" inquiries, but
could not ascertain where he was.

SAM’L. T. WILLIAMS.
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Mr- Hamlet A. Kerr, being called and sworn, testifies as follows

:

Q. Were you at Harrisburg in 1840 ;
and in what capacity?

Ans. I was here in 1840, as a clerk in the Surveyor General’s
office.

Q. Have you any knowledge of an offer made to dispose of the

Reporter establishment during that session ; and if so, state what it

was ?

Ans. 1 asked Mr. Boas, in the last of February or the fist of
March, 1840, if he would sell a half or the whole of the establish-

ment : he said he had no objections if he could get his price, or some-
thing to that purpose ; and also remarked in the course of conversa-
tion, that either he had or Mr. Coplan had paid #7,000 for the one
half of the establishment

;
but 1 don’t remember now whether Mr.

Coplan was in the establishment or not at that time. I think he had
sold out before that time. I told him I would see him again. I did

see him again, and asked him if he could take no less than #13,000
for the establishment. He said he could not; he thought it was worth
that. I then asked him if it would include the public printing yet to

be done. I think they had the public printing that year ;
he said it

would not. [ don’t remember of having any further conversation

with him about it. In making the proposition to Mr. Boas, I expected
to be assisted by Judge Lewis to pay for it. I had asked him if he

would do so; he said he would if it could be got at a reasonable price.

W hether Judge Lewis mentioned the subject first, of buying the Re-
porter, or 1 to him, I do not remember. I always have expected
Judge Lewis to assist me in going into business, from the fact of my
having assisted him politically, when he started in political life in

Bradford county, and the friendship that has always existed between
us.

Q. Was there any conversation between you and Judge Lewis,
in reference to the course the Reporter should take on the Bank ques-

tion ?

Ans. I think not.

Q. Ho you know anything of an article being prepared.

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Did Judge Lewis ever speak to you of the source from which
he would obtain means to assist you?

Ans. No, sir; I suppose out of his own funds.

Q. Have you any knowledge, in any way, of any means having

been employed, during that session, to influence corruptly any depart-

ment of the Government?

Ans. No, sir
; I have not.

Q. Did you see Daniel M. Brodhead or Joseph Solms, during that

session, at Harrisburg?

Ans. I saw Mr. Brodhead, but do not know Mr. Solms to be ac-

quainted with him.
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Q. Have you any knowledge of any of Brodhead’s money or busi-
ness transactions at Harrisburg, during that session ?

Ans. No, sir.

Q. Do you know any fact, or did any person ever teli you anv
fact, which you deem material to this investigation ?

Ans. No, sir.

H. A. KERR.
On motion,

Mr. Kerr was discharged.

On motion,

Resolved, That this Committee do now adjourn. Agreed to.

TBSimONY HERE CLOSED.
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[Written Statement of Lawrence Lewis
, which, was ordered to be

fded.—See page 48.]

The Committee, of which I was one, was appointed under a resolu-

tion of the Board, on the 3d March, 1840, without any knowledge on
my part that it was to be appointed, or the motives for its appoint-

ment, except what appears on the face of the resolution, viz : “ that

they were to proceed to Harrisburg to protect the interests of the

Bank.” That I was not consulted as to the means to be adopted for

their protection
;

that I did not participate in the proceedings of the

Committee, nor do I know what those proceedings were. That I was
informed that certain money’s were required, for which the Cashier

was desirous that the Committee should subscribe receipts, as his

vouchers for their payment; (a list of which I did not keep;) and 1

accordingly united, as a matter of form, in subscribing the receipts,

placing full confidence in the other members of the Committee, and
knowing that the vouchers would be, as usual, submitted to the divi-

dend committee, and by them reported to the Board ;
but knew noth-

ing, and now know nothing, of the actual payment or application of

the money, except from the books of the Bank, where they are regu-

larly entered and charged to permanent expenses ; that these vouch-

ers were regularly examined by the dividend committee, and reported

by them to the Board of Directors—adopted by the Board and placed

on the minutes as usual—and the Committee were discharged. That
I never myself received one cent of the money ; that I had no com-
munication with any person, or persons, with a view to influence him
or them, in any action of the Legislature ; and that I have never been

in Harrisburg since the 5th day of February, 1840. That I came
here for the purpose of negotiating a loan which the State had issued

proposals for, and for that purpose alone ; and having finished that

object, returned on the 5th February, to Philadelphia.

[
Wrilten Statement of George Handy, which was ordered to befded.

See page 103.]

When previously before the Committee, I stated that a criminal

prosecution had been instituted against me, and that I was threatened

with a civil suit ; since which the civil suit has been commenced.

Under these circumstances, 1 do not think the Committee should

press me to give evidence which might be prejudicial to my interest,

and perhaps, in these exciting times, to my liberty.

My idea of the obligations of the oath proposed to be administered,
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is such, that if I take it, 1 should feel bound to tell every thing, how-
ever prejudicial it might be either to my interest or liberty.

I hope, under these circumstances, the Committee wiH see the pro-
priety of excusing me from taking the oath

; and rest assured, that in
declining, nothing is farther from my wish or intention, than to show
any disrespect either to the Committee, or the respective Houses which
they represent.

GEO. HANDY,
Harrisburg

, 23c/ March
, 1842.
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letters
REFERRED TO IN THE REPORTS .AND TESTIMONY.

(1.)— No. 1.

[private.]
March 2d, 1840.

S
*

IR
u

Wh° am t0 see to-day ? and when and where? who-r it is to be, you know there is something to be done before threeo clock, so as to take the evidence with me. It should be a first rateman
; write whom I can talk freely and advise with, and keep ad vLedwhde I am absent. Yon find what 1 told you true to the£ter-aUwas postponed ’til Tuesday.

'

Yours truly,

(JjioRoi- Handy, E,c.
D ' M' BRODHBAD.

(2.)— No. >.

Philadelphia
, Wednesday evening

,

8 o'clock
, March 4th, 18-10.

C ’

Joseph Solms, _Esu.

Dear Sir -Ere this I hope you are safely lodged in Harrisbnm

Hit 'h

C
°,
mfortabIe (

l
uarter3

>
and your health much improved Theday has been one of great excitement, but not more so however than

rS

pu-^ h?n rpected * The Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank andhe Philadelphia, 1 believe, were the only ones that refused to ’takemarked checks in payment of notes; several others however reftsed

E m
em °n deP0

.

SIt * Lardner has said to me within the lastha I hour that up to this time he is entirely satisfied that we were
°u

,'

aadoP t
.

inS the plan;—other matters have gone on as usual Icalled three times to-day to see Mr. D. at the B^nk, and once at hisown house, but have not seen him. For some reason; he has appeared
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to-day disposed to keep himself out of the way of every body. As
regards the legislation which would be desirable, I think it may be
stated in a lew words, to wit:

1st. Period of resumption postponed to February, ’41, as the earli-

est day, and as much longer as possible.

2d. Exemption from existing penalties.

3d. Some arrangement, by which the sum of six millions dollars,

that the State has now the right to call on the Bank for, to be got clear

off in some way, or only to be called for in annual instalments, to be

hereafter determined. The legislation, however, most desired at this

moment, is the exemption from existing penalties.

GEORGE HANDY.

My dear Sir:—

I

will meet you at my house before seven, this

evening.

Always yours,

T. DUNLAP.
George Handy, Esq.

March 4, 1840.

(3.)— No. 3.

Harrisburg, 5th March, 184 .

To George Handy, Esq.

Dear Sir :—Yours of yesterday is at hand. I must see you, and
shall he down to-morrow to return next day. Tell my son to take

you in my carriage to the incline plane, so that we may a con-

versation, and view the ground. I have seen the Governor and many
others; put things in train as far as practicable.

Truly yours,
*

J. SOLMS.

(4.)— No. 64.

Harrisburg, March 6, 1840.

[rRIVATE.]

Dear Sir :—The Senate amendments to the resumption Bill, came
up to-day

;
and on a motion to strike out that part of the amendments

which makes a difference between bill holders and depositors, the vote

was yeas 46
,
nays 47 ; so the motion to strike out was lost. A mo-

tion was then made by R. Brodhead, Jr. to postpone, w hich was car-

ried by a vote of 47 to 44. This is the way the matter now stands,
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!?'m?
rrow kwi!1 1>e UP again

; and the object now is, to postpone
dbu“ 1

’ ”“d ° »•=1
'"'“to TTl 7“ " P ” UnPrer,ared antl “-determined. I, ap .

|®
,h

’
115 ‘“P0*"* matter is wonderfully triffled with

fn. aH the conversation I had with him, I could not arrive at any cer-

/ vasTo runThe
Spe!

f"g ot
'

stock
> he appeared to talk as though

tall Ik
h qUe °f the advance - Now, my dear sir I cannot

SL rStW "
:

mte 10 y°U fuUy
’ but 1 on 'y hav« to sly, that all

T ? *
,

lave t0 lun
> ls [he final passage of the bill. If it passes

gent funTo^ whilh^
* ma

,

nner as
,

t0 Pass “y word, that the contin-gent lund of which we spoke, will be provided without failure ? The
M Middle" rT‘ *?

,hiS rs,i0“- or 10 “r » from you or

werp iS f he understands you to say all will be right. Therewere 19 democrats who voted for striking out. This is within one Ifmy calculation. I told you 20. Filbert was away at home or ifwould have been just 20. Write, or cause me to' be written to a!

Yours, truly,

Geo. Hanot, Esc.
D ' BR0DHEAD.

March 8th.

here^o^von^hr
0
? !

566 y0U 3t 6 or 7 0
’

c,ock
>
th^ evening?nere, or at your house ? 1 want some one to go to Harrisbure at 12to night, to carry a letter merely-can you gef some one?

§ ’

Truly yours,

T. DUNLAP.
George Handy, Esu.

393
’ Walnut ‘

(5.)—No. 4.

March 7, 1840.
The deposite made this day, and the promised deposite of Monday-worked well, as you perceive by the result; but this result increases

expectations and great demands. They are such as I feel myself notauthorized to grant; therefore, I concluded either to to the chvto-morrow, or let the person go himself. Feeling rather unwell thisevening—! suppose in consequence of over-exertions of a weakenedframe I let him go, so that you become acquainted with the preten.sions. Besides two men of my acquaintance, to whom I made someproposals, wanted to go away for a few days, which I could not
j

permit, owing to the small majority: moreover', I consider this a mere
BK. IN. COM. 19
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manoeuvre to obtain a positive assurance. 1 must necessarily see the

great man on Monday, to ascertain how we stand. Although it is

understood that the person returns on Monday, your positive instruc-

tions better come at the same time with the messenger we agreed

upon. On Monday—being the petition day—the whole day will be

consumed, and on Tuesday the battle will recommence. The next

amendment will be, that no foreigner, broker, money dealer, &c., can

obtain more than six per cent., and the Judge is to settle this without

appeal. This is the all-important thing. Whether this is to be the

whole job, and whether there is to be another when the improvement

Bill comes up, is a thing you must ascertain, and let me know. Let

your messenger start Monday night, to be here Tuesday by eleven

o’clock. The person intends doing so.

(6.)—No. 5.

Harrisburg, 8th March, 1640.

My Dear Sir:—The Governor will sign the resumption Bill as it

passes the Houses. The question what will prevent the ruin of the

business and men, and thereby the Banks must be determined on.

The rich men are doomed. They must pay taxes, support the poor

men, or risk their throats to be cut. Ca ira was the motto of the

sans cullotes, in the great cities in the French revolution ; and many
more improbable occurrences may happen even in this country. Let

them have the houses at half price. The Bank Bill places all Banks
in this State on equal footing. If it passes, they must appoint trus-

tees. Who laughs and chuckles now ?

I am amongst my friends, the democrats; and such false reasoning

I never heard. The Banks are the cause of all our miseries : they

must be put down. A manufacturer pleads, and requests to pause

’ere you pass a Bill which will ruin himself and his fellow manu-
facturers. As President of a Bank I ask you no favors. In passing

this Bill before you, with the amendment, you have placed the Banks
on equal footing. This is at least honest legislation, and works all

around. No one can laugh at the other in thus saving the country
Banks. You give time for a few of their customers from falling in

the sheriff's hands, and the sheriff will have time to do his business

according to law. 1 am grateful to you. The Bill had a narrow-

escape. The amendment would not have been made, had it not been
for a county member whom I obliged formerly, and who being in the

majority, was the only one entitled and disposed to move for a recon-
sideration of the vote. He told me so to-day ;—and accident helps

us sometimes out of a scrape. You will have seen the person, and
concluded finally upon the course you intend pursuing, to promote
the object in view. I have written you this day a letter by a friend

:

one by mail at 1 o’clock, and this goes by 9 o’clock, by mail also.
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Pennsylvania; but this amendment is beyond my
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USe em P !°yed > aad g-ve time dejection. As I keep no copies of my letters, I may repeat thingswhen I write The appointment of Judges is to take pLeto-monwand it is confidently expected that Conrad, Barton, and the Moyamen-sing lawyer, are the men. Judge Conrad will be wormwood.
Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.
inlormed of the receipt of my letters; and look out forhem. This one you must receive by five o’clock—the other written

this morning, early on Monday.
en

(7.)—No. 6.

March 8, 1840.
I have written yesterday, and entrusted my letter to the care of afriend, who promised to deliver it personally to yourself, on arrival ofthe cars Has he done so 1 The person goes to the city himself thi*day, with which I am satisfied, especially as I became acquainted lastnight with the proceedings of a caucus held by the expectants. Thev

are certain of a large estate; nay, of a magnificent one. It is thought
that you are close fisted—that 1 am so; and you only know the truthHad 1 the power, these expectants should experience Midas’ fate’Ihe Bill, as amended, will already have the effects of rallying the
miserable calculators, who expected to save themselves, and' let their
neighbors sink. This Bill, as amended, stands now in the attitude of
the general leveller, who permits of no distinction. When fools will
ruin themselves, and their friends who warned them of the direful
effects of such a course, it might be well to let them go on and per-
sist. But no; this ultra radical measure will not answer. The pros
trating might prove so great and general, that Philadelphia might
never recover from the effects. Revenge might be had. The ultras
in numbers would cut the throats of the ultras in pence; but what
benefit would mankind derive from this state of things ? Is it wisdom
to perish like Sampson ? The Governor will sign the force Bill if it
passes, as I told you before. It must therefore be killed, and the
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improvement Bill substituted. This is also the opinion of your

greatest man, and coincides with my own. Send me one that suits*

and give latitude. The Bill, and your instructions, must be here by
Tuesday morning. Send it as we agreed upon. A special mes-

senger is the better mode; though one who comes may answer, if you
think so. I mean Mr. B. Let there be no under-plots; there being

work enough without watching friends. The premises are full of

traps. One false step might ruin the whole.

(8.)—No. 7.

Harrisburg
,
9th March

,
1840,

Mv Deaf. Sir :

—

I had the pleasure of x’cceiving your letter, dated

yesterday, announcing, amongst other occurrences, the arrival of the

Great Western, and the negotiation of a loan in Holland. Accident

carried the amendment putting the Banks on equal footing, and good

luck saved them again this day. It was said by those who under-

stand the business, and particularly by a man of the name of Brod-

head, who does some business in the lumber way, that he would start

for Philadelphia, and there would be nothing done on Monday, it

being the day for presenting petitions. But the resumption Bill came
up before 12 o’clock this morning, and amendments were proposed

and discussed for nearly two hours. These amendments were suc-

cessively negatived, and to the utter surprise of all the members
not in the secret, on motion, supported strenuously by the Speaker.

It was decided by a vote of ten majority, that the amendment respect-

ing the payments of deposites in specie, should be erased from the

Bill. And, on motion, shall the Bill pass the House, as received from

the Senate?—this motion was lost by a vote of 42 to 42; Filbert,

the friend of the gentleman, voting against the Banks. A strong and
influential democrat from Susquehanna—I should say Lewistown—

a

friend of mine, deeply interested in the credit system, and laying a

long time protested in the M. Bank, procured one vote, and this saved

the beacon.

From the letter the gentleman wrote to Philadelphia—of which

you transmitted me an extract on the 7th—you must have perceived

that he receives no information from me. He may say of me what
he says of others; but does that follow that it is so? Could I pro-

mise or give what I am not authorized to promise or to give? Could

I satisfy demands of magnitude? You will have seen by my letters,

that the arguments suggested by you, I freely used with the mem-
bers—not as a President of a Bank, but as a manufacturer. I have

often to repeat that I am a manufacturer, and the pension agent for

Pennsylvania. Rest, however, assured, that arguments, reason and
common sense, have little effect

; the city of “ Brotherly Love” having
taken every method of digging its own grave. The dissensions
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Truly yours,

l SOLMS.

(9.)—No. 8.

Philadelphia
, March 10th, 184©.

D. M. Br ODHEAD,

W1EAR S
ir

:TAgreeabl
f

t0 the promise 1 made y°u last evening, Iail myself of a moment s leisure to give you an answer to the ques-tion you proposed to wit: What course of legislation would be mostlikely to secure Mr. Van Buren the vote of Pennsylvania. 1 answerb ‘ r 'st
.

Legalizing the suspension until February, 1841. Secondly—A release and suspension of all penalties to which the Banks are nowsubject, other than the legal interest to be recovered, only in the ordi-nary course of law, and this should be done within ten days If February won’t do, the third Monday of January will answer.
'

This done, and all will be right.

Yours, very respectfully,

GEO. HANDY.
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(10.)—No. 9.

Harrisburg
, 11 th M., 1840.

The Bill of the resumptions has been tried again, and defeated, 39
to 48. The improvement Bill is on now, and will require all the
influence, and from every quarter.

Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.
12 o’clock.

The cars have not arrived.

(11.)—No. 10.

Harrisburg, March 11, 1840.

My Dear Sir :—I received your favor this evening, and am glad

to hear that all is right. The five must be attended to at once, as I

found all in consternation here, and out of joint, although I say to you
again, all will be well, or 1 am more deceived than ever I was. One
thing is of importance. You must have Mr. M‘IIvaine send up a
power of attorney, to enter satisfaction on his judgment against Evan
O. Jackson, of Columbia county. I have seen Jackson, and I say
again, it must be done, no matter how ; have it done at once, as it is

necessary. Let the power of attorney be made to Jackson himself;

it is a small matter to our folks, and ruinous to poor Jackson. Have
this done immediately. The time of resumption may be changed to

November, December, or January
;
but of before January, the Legis-

lature will be convened before the day arrives. This, I suppose, will

be unobjectionable. I will keep you advised, and write to hear from
you often.

Yours, truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

Philadelphia, March 12th, 1849.

D. M. Brodhead, Esq.

Dear Sir :—Your favor of 11th inst. came duly to hand. I notice

the contents, and have only to say, that all had as well go to the devil

first as last. I repeat, that the third Monday of January is the short-

est time that will answer; it is perfectly useless to talk of any shorter

time. As regards E. O. J., it shall have attention to-morrow, and you
shall hear from me. If other matters go right, you have my word
that this shall be made right.

Yours truly,

G. H.



(12.)—No. 11.

Harrisburg, Wednesday, Wth March, 1840.

2 o’clock.
[This all goes now for nothing.]

Ihave nopaper.
My Dear Sir:—I wrote you in the evening of the 9th, which letter

must have been handed to you by my son, on the 10th, in the after-

noon. No letters reached me since that of Sunday. I wrote you a
few lines this day, acquainting you that the Bill was tried again, and
defeated by a majority of ten votes. After which an improvement
Bill was brought in by Mr. Degins, a very able member from the
country. Committees ofconference are appointed, and I am of opinion
the resumption Bill will die in the hands of the physicians. I have
become acquainted with many members, and find out that the loudest
are not the most ferocious in fact. As I consider it mad policy on
the part of the Democrats to destroy the Banks, so it would be des-
perate policy on the part of the Whigs, to assist them in performing
this tragedy, and closing it by such a suicidal act. I can’t, however,
see any such a disposition, unless it were a communication signed
Hamilton, in the National Gazette of Saturday, supported bv editorial

remarks; this may, however, be mere ruse de guerre. The great
fears on my mind are, that after the resumption Bill is disposed of,

there will be no other Bill passed. My opinion being asked on this

subject by both sides, I told them freely it must not be done ; such a
course must prove fatal. The whole force must, therefore, be directed
towards obtaining an improvement Bill. There is a strong and pow-
erful interest to prevent "the passage of such a Bill, and this must be
counteracted.

8 o'clock, March 11,1 840.

The committee of conference is appointed; their names being in

the papers, and their politics known, I need not say any thing on this

subject. Many persons are afraid, but 1 think it is of no consequence
what that committee does, because any half measures will not do.

The plans are so many, and unfortunately, the thing is not understood
by the friends, of the great importance of a certain measure, that those

who have but one and the true interest at heart, must have to carry.

I have told you enough, and I have been frank with so many, that

they now wish me to give my opinion on every subject, or else I

would have left here yesterday. I think you ought not to despond;
and though a load of many have arrived to persecute and defeat,

things look favorable for the attainment of ulterior objects. The
committees will not hasten to conclude the negotiations; at all events

such are my views. Fix something certain.

Truly yours.

I just now received a letter from you by private hands, and intended

to leave this, but am urged to remain until I hear again from you.
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Your letter, all is right, of 10th, has been received. There is ail

objection. The five thousand dollars must be placed immediately in

hands. It is also necessary for me to know and be understood, that

if it be impossible to fix the 1st of February, latitude must be given

from 1 st Nov. to 1 st January, and the Legislature will be immedi-

ately convened. Nothing is likely to be done this week. The answer
to the above is necessary. I am glad the thing is at length in train;

you may depend it is high time it should be so. This man arrived

here only at noon, and delivered your letter at 85 o’clock. The mail

is closing. Don’t mind trifles if all can be obtained, it is of such im-

portance.

(13.)—No. 12.

Harrisburg, 12th March, 1840.

I have written yesterday, and only obtained yours of the 9th in the

evening, half past eight o’clock, though the gentleman arrived here at

two o’clock, having been detained. I scribbled a few lines in order

not to lose the mail. Barton has written to Lewis more fully. I am
urged to stay now, though at first i was in the way. There are

countermines as powerful as all is rigid ; and some untoward mine

may be sprung, and all the borers here, and that arrived last night,

could not prevent it. Considering you now a true Van Buren and
Porter man, as avowed in your letter of the 1 0th inst. to the gentleman,

I will be plain. I am convinced the ultra measures to destroy the

Banks in Pennsylvania, would destroy the President and lose him the

State; and moreover make us all bankrupts. The New Yorkers are

sanguine as to the former occurrence, and the other must follow.

—

The monster must be destroyed at all events, because that monster, in

case of General Harrison’s election, will be in the way of establishing

a greater monster at New York. The New Amsterdamers are bold

and skilful in negotiations, and I guessed as much before I came to

Harrisburg; perhaps I had good reasons for guessing it. Should
there be a change in the administration, the only resource for the new
administration will be the Philadelphia monster

;
at all events, the

neighbors will be forced to divide—and their present specie folly will

cripple them so that we will keep the preponderance. Every true

Philadelphian, who has common sense, must contribute his mite to-

wards the object, whatever fools or knaves may say. Whoever may
be the President, the monster must not fall. It is by no means cer-

tain, that a Bill can be obtained to suit exactly as to time, &c. ;

—

though six men may be easier persuaded what the true interest of
Pennsylvania consists in—yet it may not be accomplished. You have
seen, in my letter of the ninth instant, how near it was losing all. A
tie is no indication of strength—’and that tie vote was obtained by
mere accident. Should the committee of conference not agree to suit
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all parties, or should they agree, and the respective Houses not con-
tirm the agreement or compromise, the Governor tells me the Bill
dies. What then? Already great uneasiness prevails—and an ad-
journment is talked of. The improvement Bill may carry easier should
the other fail—(the improvement Bill carries so many interests.)

—

H hat is to be done? Immediate action is indispensable; and all is
tight, merely applies to a certain Bill. I spent a portion of Monday
" ith the Governor and some of his friends. The time for action was
short-—and I took responsibilities, and proposed and advocated bold
doctrines to get us Philadelphians and Pennsylvanians out of the
scrape, which now shall be transferred to all is right

, to a trifling
matter, and the gentleman will not be the wiser, or know anything
about it. Apprehensive of such an occurrence, I provided against it;
>ou see what underplots may occasion—they might have” proven
fatal. 1 am very anxious to return home, but must remain here, under
present circumstances, until Saturday morning; and it might be neces-
sary for me to returnon Monday, or sooner, which I shall try to avoid.
And I have enough of this place and its transient inmates. Meet me
at

..,

1

e

.
} eM°w cottage, near and just below the incline plane, and we

will ride home together. In the meanwhile be con(pnted and happy
;we shall beat the Amsterdamers yet; they shall not have any monster;

bad as monsters are, we must keep them" at Philadelphia. Mr. Ken-
dal s nephew was here

; also another friend of our friend, the President,
with whom 1 am well acquainted—a staunch democrat and Van Bu-
ren man, but who has rather expanded, and goes for a sound currency
in the bank note way, and that with all his heart. Be positive with
me as to the time of fixing specie payments. It is all important, and
there is nobody who will take responsibilities.

Truly yours.

(14.)—No. 13.

Harrisburg
,
March 13, 1840.

Dear Sir Yours is received, and contents noticed. All shall be
done that can be done ; and if February can be got, it shall be. I can-
not myself see the great difference; but I do not yet despair of 1st of
February. \ou recollect, 1st January must do if necessary. Now
let me know on this point—your private memorandum has that.
Draw the five to-morrow, and let J. S. bring it up. It is a most des-
perate conflict; do not omit this, or else mark somebody’s check good
to my order. • °

Yours truly,

D. M. B.



298

(15.)—No. 14.

Philadelphia
,
March 14, 1840.

Dear Sir:—As soon as suits your convenience, I should be glad
to see you at my house. 1 have just arrived. You had better send
word to Mr. Solms that he need not go up to-morrow. 1 will see him
on Monday morning, or to-morrow, if he chooses.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
George Handy, Esq’r.

At home from 10 to 11 o’clock.

218 South Front, corner Relief alley.

(16.)—No. 15.

The probability now is, that 15th of January or 1st of February
will be fixed as the time. I think there is but little doubt of this; but

as the matter will be disposed of next week, I wish to know conclu-

sively on Monday morning what is your desire. Supposing the time

to be fixed in December, shall the report of the committee be accepted,

or rejected ? If December should have to be the time to get a report

by a majority of the committee of both Houses, you may distinctly

and certainly rely on the Legislature being convened prior to the

time fixed, if it shall be requested. The probability also is, that we
will get the report of the committee disconnected with any improve-

ment Bill. But the time will be given, and the penalties released during

the time, upon condition that the Banks, in proportion to their capital,

place to the credit of the Treasurer a sum (not yet ascertained or

agreed upon) to remain on deposit in said Banks for the purpose of

improvement, repairs and interest, certificates of stock at five per

cent. Any Bank refusing to contribute, to resume on all liabilities

forthwith. By this, you will observe, all the Banks will be forced to

contribute, pro rata, and thereby the Bank of the United States will

be saved from making the loan at four per cent.; for which object

meetings have been held in Beaver, Mercer, Crawford, Erie, Brad-

ford, Susquehanna, and some other counties, and their members
instructed to vote lor such a law. If the Reporter can be had, I will

insure all safe. 1 desire you to copy and destroy this.

(17.)—No. 78.'

Harrisburg
,
March 15, 1840.

Dear Sir:— I wrote to you this morning; since then, I am con-

firmed in the opinions expressed in that letter. I have had consider-
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able intercourse with the members to-day, and am satisfied, from

what I can learn, that a majority of the Committee will not sustain an

immediate resumption Bill. All, at present, is conjecture; but every

thing depends upon the active exertions ot the friends of the banking

interest, and the community at large. I have time to write no more,

as I am engaged to meet a number of our friends at Buehler’s, to con-

sult upon matters that may be brought before the House to-morrow.

I will write to you to-morrow afternoon of the proceedings in the

House, and expect then to give you positive information of what has

been the result of the deliberations of the conference committee.

Yours, respectfully,

GEORGE READ.
Mr. George VV. South, Philada.

(18.)—No. 79.

Harrisburg, March 16, 1640.

Dear Sir:— I have had conversation with several of the committee
of conference on the resumption Bill : they are all of opinion that they
will not be able to agree on a report. The friends of the Governor,
and of moderate measures, are in fine spirits

;
and from a general in-

tercourse with the members, I have no doubt, that any Bill providing
for resumption at an earlier day than the 1st of January, will be de-

feated. The House has been engaged all this morning in discussing
the Wyoming Bank Bill. M'Elwee introduced a set of resolutions,

authorizing the Governor to sell all the railroad property and Bank
stocks belonging to the Commonwealth, the proceeds to be appropri-
ated towards paying the interest on the State debt as it becomes due.
I have not yet been able to see the Governor

; but shall take the ear-
liest opportunity of having a conversation with him. I shall keep
you regularly advised of proceedings here.

Yours, in haste,

JOHN W. NESBITT.
Geo. W. South, Esq. Philada.

(19.)—No. 80.

Harrisburg, March 17, 1840.

Dear Sir :—Nothing has been done to-dav in reference to the re-

sumption Bill. The Committee have not been able to agree, and will

not. An effort is now being made to assemble the democratic mem-
bers in caucus, and frame a Bill, which will unite their support. This
we are doing all we can to prevent, as 1 do not think they would re-

port such a Bill as would be acceptable. I will be down to-morrow,
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or next day. The House has been engaged all day on Naglee’s rail-

road Bill. Yours, &c.

Mr. G. VV. South, Philacla.

GEORGE READ.

(20.)—No. 81.

Harrisburg
,
March 17, 1840.

Dear Sir :

—

I have just had an interview with the Governor ;
and

while at his house, General Wilson of the House, and Mr. Bell of the

Senate, two of the committee of conference called : they stated, that

the Committee were unable to agree, and that it was the intention of

certain members to ask for the appointment of two additional members
from each House. This the Governor objects to, being fearful that

the additional members would be opposed to his views; and we are

consequently at work to prevent it, if possible.

The Committee, as it now stands, is thus :—four in favor of resump-
tion on the 1st of Feb. next, and two in favor of July 4th, next

;
they

must, however, agree unanimously, before a report can be made. We
succeeded to-day in preventing the proposed caucus of democratic

members to have been held this evening. 1 think every thing looks

favorable; and from observations made privately, by the Governor, I

am induced to believe, that he will not sign his name to any Bill pro-

viding for a resumption, before the 1st of January, 1841. He wishes,

however, to avoid the necessity of a veto
; and it is for this we are con-

tending. I will write to you to-morrow, at 1 o’clock, and let you
know the proceedings of the House up to that time. I will be obliged

to you if you would call at the Post-office every evening, as I intend

to write by every mail. I intended to have returned to Philadelphia

to-morrow, and come back on the succeeding day, but now think it

better to remain until something is done of a decisive character. The
Governor wishes as many of his friends to remain here on the spot as

conveniently can.

Yours, respectfully,

GEORGE READ.
George W. Smith, Esq. Philacla.

(21.)—No. 65.

Dear Sir:—Enclosed I hand two letters received this morning from
Harrisburg. Our friends keep at work.

Very truly yours,

Thomas Dunlap, Esq. GEO. W. SOUTH.
March 17, ’40.

Please show them to Mr. Handy.
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(22.)—No. 16.

Harrisburg, March 18, 1&4jD.

Dear Sir ; Since I wrote you to-day nothing new has transpired
only that the committee of conference had a meeting this afternoon!
I he two new members appointed by the House appeared and claimed
their right to act as part of the House committee. A majority of the
old committee refused to act with them, and the meeting was adjournedTo-morrow the question will be brought before the House in some shape'VI e shall endeavor to reconsider the vote of to-day appointing additionalmembers, unless the Speaker should decide as he should do, and saythat heir election is a nullity unless the Senate a similar add!
tional number. The ultra’s intend to move to concur in the Senateamendments, which is for immediate resumption; many of our friendsare alarmed and fear all is gone

; I do not think so, although 1 regret
,he res

!
,onsibili,y December, when

I wish you to write me by return mail, which closes at 10 o’clock
. M., and say, for the last time, and last chance, what shall be doneif nothing beyond December can be had

; and do not be offended" ie
”,

1 Say
,

th^’ for m )' self, I do not conceive there is any differencewhether it be December or January, so far as your interests areTonceincd. I wrote something as to small notes. Do not let me elevateyoui hopes, although I do not consider it hopeless; an answer to mvmquiry to-day will have its weight. 1 will write you again to-moil

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.

Philadelphia
, March 19, 1840.

D. M. Brodhead, Esq.

Dear Sir :
—Your respective favor of the 18th inst u ,

the latter only a-halt hour since, and it is now 10 o’clock hi
^7 ’

to,jo,,r question, ! repeat January. The small note taaLs J wSthe interest of the State calls for, and if that was duly considered „bill for that purpose would be passed. So far as I am concerned it|s not one-tenth the object a bill for taxation to pay interest wouldbe; every motive for the latter measure which could operate on nsas men and as patriots, could with propriety be used. Short ?f itGod only knows what is to become of the country and our
..cnlarly, and all its insUlnlions. In hopes the gloom will soon t^.

I remain yours, respectfully,

GEORGE HANDY.
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(23.)—No. 17.

Harrisburg, March 18, 1840.

Dear Sir :—Yesterday the committee of conference having altered

every thing but the time—stood, Bell and Fleming for February

—

Wilson and M‘Kinstry for December—and Brown and Snowden for

July. Not agreeing, M'Kinstry moved an additional number of their

committee, which carried. In the ouse, to-day, Flenniken and Ro-
berts were added, by Hopkins in the House. In Senate, the vote has
not been taken

; but will, I think, be voted down, and no new mem-
bers will be added. This is bad business; and it always appears to

me that something goes wrong when I am away. I will not return

again until something is concluded. Now, had we agreed to Decem-
ber, all would have been settled

;
and if it will do at all, I had better

know it. I do not yet despair, although it looks gloomy
; but still I

believe all will be right. A messenger, whom I had waiting in Senate,

has just informed, that the Senate refused to appoint additional mem-
bers to the committee. So things remain in statu quo. Is it very

important to have small notes?—and if so, shall I go any further than

I have gone to accomplish it? I write you, to write me at once.

Yours truly,

D. M. B.

(24.)—No. 18.

Harrisburg
,
Wednesday

,
18tli March, 1840,

8 o'clock , P. M.
My Dear Sir :—The gentleman informs me that he has written

you fully on what occurred unexpectedly to-day and yesterday
; and

1 beg of you to read my letter of 11th or 12th, being the last I wrote

you, on this occasion. I was aware of obstacles, which then were

thought lightly of; and regret only I left the place. I hear of altera-

tions, and promises of amendment are already made, but I can appre-

ciate them fully. The time is to he shortened, and even small notes

to be added
;
but I can say nothing until I hear from you. The

agreement you made on the 10th instant, expires on the 20th instant,

as it was for ten days only binding. Don’t omit to inform me whether

this agreement shall continue in force with all is right. The ques-

tion may be asked and must be answered, so that no excuse can be

made, or reflection cast on you, in case of ultimate failure of the ob-

ject. It is necessary to be careful.

It is only now necessary to be more persevering; and, although

appearances are rather against us, yet it will come right. Agreements

will and must prevail. Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.

The appointment of Collector shows the discernment of the Presi-

dent. The Judge having been the Chairman of the Convention, ha !
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ha. there is some alarm in the camp. Will it be in time now, or is
the breach already too great ? The Committee inserted in the Bill,
that no penalties can be recovered from the Banks in Pennsylvania,
during the suspension, except such as at common law; will this do?
1 should think so

;
yet this is all important

,
and I am no lawyer.

(25.)—No. 82.

Harrisburg
, March 18, 1840.

Dear Sir :—A motion was made in the Bouse to-day, to appointtwo additional members of the committee of conference. Speaker
Hopkins, acting with his usual duplicity, pledged himself on the floor
of the House, that if the motion should prevail, he would appoint mem-
bers who would represent the views of the House, as expressed in
then- vote upon the Senate amendments to the resumption Bill. This
induced Burden, M‘Elwee, and a number of others to go for the mo-
tion, which carried by a large majority

; when, to the surprise of everyone Plenmken and Roberts, both decided radicals, were appointed as
additional members of the committee. On the Senate every thingnow depended, when a similar motion was made by Mr. Brownw ichgave rise to an animated debate. Stevenson made a speech of
considerable length, and did himself great credit by the masterly man-ner in which he opposed the motion of Brown. We scoured the bo-rough, and brought every man to his seat, who was absent, whenBrown made the motion. 1 enclose the ayes and noes, by which you
will see Brown and his coadjutors met with a signal defeat. Mattersnow stand as they were and every thing will depend on active exer-
tions. Mi. Nesbitt will go down to-morrow, and will inform you of

oui^objec

f

^

3VC b0th bcen d0ing) and how far we have succeeded in

Yours, &c.
GEORGE READ.

George W . South, Esq. Philadelphia.

(26.)—No. 19.

Harrisburg, March 19, 1840,
5 o'clock

, eve?iing.

cnii'
DE

f?
S

.

IR -—^though my arguments are but small, yet I havesome ood luck, by being able to inform you, that we have regainedagain he position which was lost on Tuesday and yesterday
=
Bvvote taken in the Senate, at two o’clock this day, the whole subject isreferred again to the committee of the two Houses; and this Commit-
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tee will do more to promote Pennsylvania interest than they had an
intention to do. Early this week 1 paid a visit to our friend, and find

he believed fully, that things would turn out as he communicated to

the gentleman who showed you his letter. This friend was disap-

pointed himself, at the turn it took. I am fearful the gentleman is

greedier than 1 expected, and does not argue as he was directed;

however, I have urged the necessity of arguments to the point to con-

vince, &c. create action; seeing an apathy which I don’t admire, and
might produce irreparable disasters. Every one for himself, and God
for us all, seems to be prevalent. Be it so! I shall do my best, and
exert in the common cause; and if I have an object to save myself,

all will be benefited by the act. The committee of conference will

meet this afternoon; so a member of it, who was ill and now is well

disposed, told me; but whether the Committee will come to any con-

clusion, and be ready for to-morrow, he cannot say; but it is doubtful.

I will add what the committee of conference have done, if I can get

the information in time for this mail, evening’s mail. Rely on it, the

appointment of the Judge to the collectorship, has done wonders, and

will help the Banks. A conservative appointed to office, and in pre-

ference to a personal friend, and a decided ultra, speaks volumes.

Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.

There are singular transactions occurring every day, and friends

and foes change. What think you of Brown becoming quite reason-

able? I bad a conversation with him this morning early. I feel

nearly disposed to argue the subject of resumption even with him. I

am told that my friend J. R. Evans, got that section of deposites in the

Bill
;
and by whom do you think? Kingsbury is to be the Speaker;

why and wherefore, you will learn when the Bill of conferees appears

and is determined on. As to the time for resumption of specie pay-

ments in December, I don’t approve of that time, and I have good

reasons for it
;
and although the gentlemen say Mr. Biddle thinks it

ought to satisfy the Banks. I met Dr. Sutherland this morning, in

the House ;
he was of gloomy mood; he worked hard, as I perceived

at a distance, and was astonished at the change. Yet the Doctor did

not know why. You look at the vote of the Senate, and you find it

a curious one.

Eight o'clock.

There is another halt, snarling and disagreements amongst the

Committee, and all uncertainty. I don’t believe any body ; I say no-

thing, and am a mere looker-on. There will be a caucus, and per-

haps to-morrow all be knocked into flinters, and a new Bill started.

My good friend, we get it from every quarter; deception all around.

Don’t you see and understand it? Still I think all will come right,

only certain objects must be obtained.

Truly yours.
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(27,)—No. 20.

Harrisburg
, March 19, 1840,

-i i .• »

1 o'clock. \

o’c'o'kll
1,1

V
lnnrmn?' »»<! » caucus »as held at ten

enmnuon B,^ft " ,"h ,he to care, the immediate re-

ti i

pievious question. On counting noses un to this

»st^r'T„T.'t"
ot

rr--
A '»um™s «"d

Cpt i k
'

°'n * s mail will give you more detailed accounts

W r'adv
lnTrem

™‘-T !l ™-v » fl“ a " ™n* to 'ha.
; it oSoht to

interne! °™»- a, a loss n/to/i, is

(28.)—No. 21.

Harrisburg
, Afarc/i 19, 1840,

[Private.]

1 did 110t write you by the 1 o’clock line as I hadnothing to write more than I had written. Since then .he Chairman

Con! ! f ^-ommitfce reported to the Senate, the iact of an addi-

re( !d l

m r haVI
'^^ app ‘ inted by ,he House, and that they hadrel d to meet said new members. The Senate approved of theoo, ,e of their Committee, and by n vote of two to one, passed a re.sohnion instructing them to meet the oh/ Committee. 7’o-morrow weshall bring the matter before the House, and shall endeavor to recon.sT, die vote ol the House, appointing the two new members inneb we shall succeed 1 have no doubt, and then the old Committee

*'5 again meet but wlw,her a larger (/ay than 10//, Lccem/ercZ
be h zs i e,y doubtful, and I must know from i,ou whether it willausnu or not. I say again, my dear sir, do not let a small and im-material matter jeopard all your interests, and destroy the hones ofour friends here; all shall be done that can be done, to get a I, nuer

Tm’rnff
a,th°U

£
h 1 (l° V

0t entMvl
.
v d^l'a 'C 1 say again ’tis doubtful.This difference has nearly ruined us once, and if we do not accede

to it when offered, we cannot hope Ibr anything so good again. Writeme fully and authentically. There is another matter to which I wishyou would call the attention of your board immediately, and that is
I is: When the loan of $2,054,000 was negotiated, the 200,000 dob
furs taken by the Berks County Bank, was taken under an under-
standing that the State certificates was to lie given to the Bank United
btates, on account of the debt due her by Berks County Bank • butunder a distinct understanding by me, with Mr. Boker, who acted for

j
Runk l

’

nite(i States, that the Bank United States would go or, and
redeem the paper ol Berks County Bank as usual, and help her when

BK. IN. COM. 20
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the State had to be paid. The State Treasurer, in consequence of

the noise on that subject, has drawn for $80,000 on Berks Count}
this month; and in order to meet the drafts, the United States Bank
must aid the Berks County Bank immediately; as you know any fai-

lure on her part, to meet and pay drafts, would break all up and give

our enemies a triumph. The Governor was assured by me, on Mr.

Boker’s word, that the State should not suffer by this arrangement;

and you know that good faith must be kept at all hazards. The
Berks County Bank has paid the United States Bank, within six

months, $240,000, and she must now be sustained. I will show you
a communication from the Governor, on this subject, when l see you;
but as about $20,000 will answer this month, 1 have told Mr. Whar-
ton to draw on the Bank United States for that amount, and I would

guarantee it would be paid. This you must see done without fail,

and further aid will not be needed ’till the present question is settled.

Write me a line on this subject.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
G. Handy, Esq.

Philadelphia, March 20, 1840.

Dear Sir :—Your favor of the 19th inst. came to hand this even-

ing, and scarcely in time to write by this evening’s mail. That por-

tion of your letter which you underscored, I have particularly noticed,

and I reiterate what I have so often repeated, January. For myself,

{ do most seriously declare to you, that short of this, I would sooner

sink than consent to; for myself, I would not hesitate for a moment,
to let all go by die board, possessing, as 1 do, entire confidence in my
own ability to fight my way in the one entire and universal havoc
and desolation which is inevitable.

As regards the other matter of which you speak, I know nothing,

nor shall I express an opinion on the subject, further than to say that

I believe, indeed I know, that there has been, and is now, every dispo-

sition to advance the interest of the State and its constituted authori-

ties. What may or would be the action, if things took a happy
change, 1 cannot say ; ! should hope favorable.

I should like to know, supposing you are in the secret, what is to-

come next.

Yours, very respectfully,

GEO. HANDY.

(29.)— No. 66.

Dear Sir :—Enclosed, you wili find three letters from Mr. Read.
You will be able to see and judge what good our friends are doing.



307

Read is very intimate with Gov. Porter. Read had a quarrel with
ijfown. borne sharp words passed.

Please say to Mr. Hand)
, that I should be glad to see him at my

office, before one o'clock.

Truly \ ours,

,, ,. n , OM
geo. w. south.

March 19, 1840.

(30.)— No. 83.

Harrisburg
, March 19, 1840.

M>
D
Rmwn’

K M
,

r\FFeming ’ ° r 'he Senate, offered an amendment toMi. Bioun s resolution, instructing the committee of conference ap-pointed by the Senate, to meet the committee of the House, as firstappointed, and no other; which was carried by 21 yeas, and 9 naysas inclosed. I have understood from tire committee of conference
that they met this afternoon, at 3 o’clock

; the additional members
presented themselves, and the committee from the Senate withdrew,
except Mr. Brown So they broke up in confusion, without doing
anything Gapt. Hayes went down yesterday, as l have been inform-
od, in order to obtain a temporary loan, ot which 1 am sorry 1 did
-not inform you sooner, as 1 think it would have had a good effect to
. a\e prevented it for a time. No more at present, but will keep you
advised as fast as they progress in the bank bill.

Yours, &c.,

/s „ GEORGE READGeorge \V. South, Esq.

iN. B. The confirmation of the Judges did not come up to-day, but
rt is expected they will act upon that to-morrow.

(31.)— No. 22.

Harrisburg, 20th March, 1840.
\

9 o'clock
, A. M. 1

My Dear Sir i— I think there is no danger of an ultimate failure,
yet daily changes may appear, and throw gloom upon the wholecon-
cern 1 here are so many interests, such a desire to ciush these banks
which have entailed so much nnserv upon this country, and if they
cannot be crushed, they must be bled, and all are holding bowls to getsome jlood. 7 his scramble is rather dangerous, as the main object

have been lost, as it was nearly the case several tiiijfeflA The
plan now is, to cause the newly two additional appointed memb* -
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Senate refuse to appoint on their side; if assented to, the committee

will frame a bill, whi< h will earn , in all probability
;

if not assented

I" by the House, the bill will be killed, and a new bdl framed. In

framing this new bill, political interests will be combined with bank-

ing interest; improvements will likely be annexed, and conditions

which must not be admitted. 1 should like you to answer the gentle-

man boldly, giving me private instructions to be used in case of des-

perate position. The interest of the State, and the interest of many,
is now so connected, that it cannot easily miss, and 1 shall prove and
connect the various interests still closer. My open opinion to all is

freely given
; immediate resumption or relief to 1st February. Break

us down, or let us have time so that we can recover. None of vour

half-way measures—they will merely tend to destroy the people and
not the banks

; for under half-way measures, the banks can do noth-

ing for the people.

After twelve o'clock .

One attempt has been defeated, 45 to 48; the other is debating, and
if successful, will bring the thing again to negociation to the commit-

tee of conference; this is the lust attempt by the ultras.

(32.)—No. 23.

In the Lobby of the House of Representatives, /

March 20
,
1840— 12$ o'clock. 5

Dear Sir :—A vote has just been taken and carried, 48 to 45, 're-

fusing to discharge the whole committee of conference, and receding

from the non-concurrence of the House to Senate amendments; a mo-
tion is now under consideration, to discharge the two members, or ra-

ther to reconsider the vote, appointing the two additional members,
whi'di has been carried as I write, by a vote of 5G to 34. I enclose

you the yeas and nays in the two votes. It now goes to the old com-
mittee, and December next will be the day I fear. Let me hear

, and
beivare how you act—all shall be done that can be. A resolution is

j
ist offered to instruct the committee of conference to report on Mon-

day next.

Yours truly,

D. M. B.

George Handy, Esq.

(33.)— No. 84.

Harrisburg
,
March 20, 1840.

Dear Sir:—By the politeness of Mr. Haves, I have at this mo-

You^eived > our fetter. In the House this morning, Mr. M’Elwee
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moved the appointment of a committee to bring in a bill to compel

morrow
S reSUme SpeC,e Payments - The committee will report to-

m°Ved the House recede from non-concur-rence;n the bill to compel the Banks to resume specie payments, h 3passed by the Senate. It this motion had prevailed, the 'bill Wouldbecome a law. On agreeing to the motion the yeas were 45, nays

eom,r„ rUO
r
Was n0

u
agreed t0 - Mr Snowden moved that thecommittee of conference be instructed to report a Bank bill, compel-

ling a resumption of specie payments, not later than July next—which

n
Pend,«g before the House; it is while I am wri.ing, one o’clock.

CrimbScSur
they ^ dlSCUSSin3 the nomination of Judges of the

In haste, yours, &c.,

„ _ IIT
GEORGE READ.

To G. W. South, Esq.

P. S.-

navs 8.

-The nomination of Barton has been confirmed—yeas 28;

(34.)—No. 85.

Harrisburg, March 20, 1840.
Dkaii Sip.. I he committee of conference met this afternoon andW agreed upon a Bill which will ho reported to-monw „"da verv obnoxious Bill it is 1st Thr>

1st O-fnrior o r | -n ,

“auks are to resume on the1st O cooei . 2d They shall not discount more than three times theamount of specie ,n then- vaults. 3d. Commissioners to be aplmted

Quarter £ •
^ th® Bilnks

’ and to the Court of
v iter Sessions, and in case of any violation of the above upon

conviction, tin offenders to be imprisoned. I have had a conversati nwith some ol the committee, and 1 do not th.nk it will pass if thepiopei exertion is made. If it should pass the House, I think it maybe prevented ,n the Senate. I intend to do all that vreu required Jeto do, and hope I shall be successful
; if not, it will' not bemy fault

S-rTraI here WO
u
rking for the Ban,is

’ but 1 drj not thinkhey take the right means; but I intend to take the responsibility

the B.H
7 f d° at 1 think ‘S right) to Preveat the Passage

Itours, &c.,

nr a GEORGE READ.Geohoe IV. South.
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(35.)—No. 24.

Harrisburg, March 21, 1840.

Dear Sir:—The committee of conference will not report until

Monday, and possibly not till Tuesday. Whether they can be altered

from October, or not, I cannot say: if not, I feel as though the blame

was not here, tf they report for October, it will be without requiring

the Banks to advance to the State; and if so, how will October an-

swer? The House of Representatives have just passed a resolution

to adjourn on the 31st March.
Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy.

Do not write under cover to any one, as I’ll not get your letters in

time.

Philadelphia ,
March 22, 1840.

My Dear Sir:—Your favor of yesterday came to hand, and its

contents noted ; and in reply, I have only to say, if January cannot

be obtained, it is useless to say anything further on the subject. For
myself, I would rather have to-morrow than October. So far as the

true interest of the State is concerned, there cannot be a doubt on the

mind of any intelligent man, but that it would be preferable now to

October. I say, if ruin is to come, the speedier the better: of all

curses, anticipated is the worst. If it is the determination of the Le-

gislature to ruin Banks, individuals, and all, let us have it. The
amount now due from the States that have legalized the suspension

to the citizens of Pennsylvania, is rising of seventy millions; arid if

the Legislature are determined to pursue their headlong course, why
the sooner every cent of coin within our borders is transferred to New
York, New England and Great Britain, the better. I am sure these

latter parties are hard at work to produce such a result.

Yours truly,

G. H.
Mr. D- M. Brodhead.

(36.)—No. 25.

Harrisburg, 21 st March, 1840. /

8 o'clock, P. M.
}

My Dear Sir:—Your letter dated 20th inst., has been handed t

me on my arrival here. I do not differ with you in conclusions-,
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iour firmness and determination deserves praise, and will succeed as
to the time, and all other objects in view, unless some extraordinary
mine should again be sprung, which I do not apprehend; but as so
many things have happened, 1 cannot be positive, and am rather cau-
tious in giving decided opinions. Measures are now taken which I ap-
prove, and will answer all what is required to protect Philadelphia
interest, and that interest you and me, we support, and endeavor to
protect. The whole will be terminated this week. The Bill of the
committee is outrageous, and cannot pass: it must be killed. The
Judge s wife is not sick. He must have had powerful inducements to
have left this place. Put him on the list of deserters. The Collector
acts well.

Yours, &c.,

J. SOLMS.
I met two gentlemen in the cars this morning—fine men.
The Governor will sign no Bill against Pennsylvania interests.

(37.)—No. 86.

Harrisburg, March 21, 1840.

^EA-R Since T wrote to you last night, I have managed to get
the committee together again this morning, in order to prevent them
from reporting to-day

; they will not report before Monday—and from
the further information I have obtained, I find the Bill worse than it

appeared at first
; and I think, as before, that with proper exertion, its

passage mav be prevented. Since writing the above, the House has
passed a resolution to adjourn on the 31st of this month, which, if con-
curred iu by the Senate, will prevent any Bank Bill being passed. 1
will attend to it with all the force in my power.

Very respectfully, yours, &c.

^ GEORGE READ.
George W. South.

(38.)—No. 26.

Harrisburg, March 22, 1840.

[Strictly Confidential.]
Mv Dear Sir:—We have abandoned the idea of doino- anything

more with the committee of conference, except to get the° report as
objectionable as possible, and then kill it either in committee or in Sen-
ate 1 have had the Governor at my room for a long time to day,
and this is the result of our conclusion: to have a joint resolution of-
fered m the House to-morrow, authorizing the Governor to borrow at
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five per cent., a sum sufficient for deficiency of interest for one year,

for repairs, and for ordinary expenses of government, which will alto-

gether amount, perhaps, to $ l,5J.),0»t0, and the improvement men
may amend it in the Senate, so as to authorize the loan of$l,o,)0,0t)l)

for improvements, if an improvement Bill should be passed, (which I

consider doubtful.) This resolution, l think, will pass to-morrow; I

have prepared the following amendment, which the Governor approves,

and which I will have Kingsbury offer in Senate as an amendment;
and I have little doubt of its passage in both Houses; I am generally

pretty sanguine, but generally pretty sure.

“ Resolved, That the Banks of this Commonwealth, who, in- propor-

tion to their capital stock, will advance the sums mentioned in the fore-

going resolution, at such time, and in such manner as it shall be re-

quired for the wants of the Government, and shall, within twenty

days after the passage of this resolution, give notice to the Governor,

that they will take the loan created by the foregoing resolution, at par,

such banks shall be, and are hereby released from all the penalties to

which they are now subject under their respective charters, or any laws

of this Commonwealth, in consequence of their having suspended specie

payments: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con-

strued to prevent any person or persons having claims against said

Banks, either as bill holders or depositors, to sue for and recover the

same by the usual remedies at common law, with interest of six per

cent.: And provided also , That said Banks are herein required on

the first dav of February next, to pay all their liabilities in gold and
silver, and if they neglect or refuse so to do, that then, and in that

case their charters ipso facto, shall become forfeited; and the Governor

is hereby authorized on satisfactory proof being made to him of their

noncompliance with the above requirement, to declare, by proclama-

tion, the charter of such Banks forfeited: And, provided also
,
That

all or any oflha Banks of this Comm mwealth, who shall not, within

twenty days after the passage of this resolution, notify the Governor
of their willingness to take their proportionate part of the loan hereby

authorized at par; all or any such bank or banks so neglecting or re-

fusing, shall, within thirty days after the passage of this resolution,

resume the payment of nil their liabilities in specie, whether to note

holders, depositors, or otherwise; and in case of their neglecting or re-

fusing to do so, their charters shall, ipso facto, become forfeited, which

on satisfactory proof being made to the Governor of the fact, shall by
his proclamation be declared null and void.”

Now this, I take it, will be considered a beautiful operation, rf it can
be done—and I think it cart be. We intend to pass the resolution to

adjourn on the tilst iust., and then we shall have short work.

Let me hear from you often.

Gko. Handy, Esq.

I wrote you this morning.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD
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(39.)—No. 27.

Harrisburg
, 22cl March

, 1840.
)

Monday
,
P. il/.

£

!\iv Dear Sir: 1 wrote you last evening; all is arrange'! to bom*
nl<n 'e lhe battie

J t,ie adjournment is to be carried; the biifof destruc-
tiun framed bv the committee of conference, is to be killed in thecom-
nntti ( , o. else in the houses; a resolution for ways and means to pay
mi' test, icpairs, No., is to be passed in the Mouse, and an amendment
thereto m the Senate, is to fix the late of the Banks. The tax Bill to
1 • y interest, you have seen; the improvement Bill I have not seen, but
i want it moderate, not to exceed § 1,500,000. The amendment in

,

“ 11 1,<
’ "d |lc h *=> to fix the fate ot the Banks, I have examined and

think it ought to be altered, in so far, that if the Banks don't wish to
issue their own notes, let them have the benefit of such a course; and
us, \» ho have no objections to a good circulation, let us have the profit
tor lumishmg a medium to the community. The resumption is to take
place on the first of February next, by those banks who take the loan,
and t fie Governor have the power to issue his proclamation, takingaway the charters of such Banks as will not be ready to resume spe°
cie payments. I calculate the United States Bank will take this banm common with the other Banks; and under all the conditions of the

,

’
,

s >mw arrangement, that Bank might impair the rights
churned under its charter, which the other Banks have not got

—

beilier tins is so, 1 cannot exactly tell, vet
1 gave it as mv opinion

an. i. < ommended to be careful; in the mean while, you have time to
give instructions, as a copy of the intended law has been transmitted.

One o'clock.

1 ours of yesterday just received, nothing settled, all debated, and
no'ii ng done. I Ians in progress, and violently opposed; things don’t
go so last as our friends promised me last night, yet nothing *to fear.

Yours trulv,

J. SOLMS.

(40.)—No. 28.

Harrisburg, March 22, 1840 .

M\ Dear Stn : I have nothing special to communicate, except that
the committee of conference did not meet yesterday afternoon, which

,or
1

Mr - S - 10 return and report. They meet to-mor-row mnrnmo; and although I do not give up entirely the hope 0f oet-tmg their report fa Dace. nl=er, if Mr. S. says it will do, si'l T haveno much confidence m gelling a change from October. It has ,,ncout .o the w rid, that Ocloher is fixed on, and when men have become
enraged, thinking that every thing has been offered, which should be,



314
(T

"
'.f t

it is hard to .appease. I think the chance for January is just as good
as for December, although, as I have already said, I think there will

be a change. In the present Bill for October, there is no requirement
for the Bank to make advances to the State, neither have the commit-
tee yet settled the question of releasing from all penalties. Mi/ course

now is, il we cannot get the report of the committee, as it should be,

to have them disagree, and make no except they cannot agree.

If they do agree, and make a report, which will not save the Ranks
and the community, to have the report disagreed to; and as the House
ot Representatives have passed the resolution to adjourn on the 31st

mst., we will pass the same in Senate, wherebv we will have no legis-

lation, or such as will be of some use. I will remain until the end,

and will draw up a very short Bill, embracing the main objects which
are desirable, and will have it offered as an amendment to some Bill,

which has passed one branch, and have it carried. \Ve have a clear

majority in both Houses, in what we desire; this is certain, and the

only trouble is to get at it. Was it n >t that old M-Kinstry had become
obstinate and alarmed, we could still have a fair report ; but I think

the course which I have pointed out will more fully meet your views.

You will observe what are the points to which your deliberation must
be directed :

—

1st. If October is fixed on, without calling on the Banks (or aid to

the State, shall the report be approved or rejected? I take it for

granted, the latter, unless th we is a full release of penalties, which
would answer the 1 2 per cent.

2d. Would no legislation answer the purpose better than October,

if the Governor would convene the Legislature in October, immediate-

ly after the election ?

To these points I desire your reply, and write you to write by every
mail.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

Philadelphia
,
March 24, 1840.

Dn StR:—Your respective favors of the 22d and 23d inst. came
duly to hand, and the resolutions have been examined. I could have

desired many changes, but am perfectly aware that amongst so many
conflicting opinions, I cannot expect to obtain every thing in my own
way. With the amount reduced, in the resolution passed by the

House, to a sum sufficient to pay th interest on the public debt due on

the first August next, and the resolution l gave you in regard to time*

arid a release of all penalties in the form, as near as possible, and all

will be right; making the release and suspension general, until Febru-

ary next. Insert in lieu of § 1 ,0!)0,3;)i), a sum sufficient to pay the

interest on the public debt, falling due on the 1st August, 18 ft.
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(41.)—No. 87.

Harrisburg
, Sunday, 12| o'clock, )

March 22, 1840.

VK
^IR

:

f 'v ‘sh to ^eeP you advised of what is going on
;
the re-

sumption Bill will be up to-morrow, and if it should carry in the House
i"

1101 13 vcry doubtful,) it cannot pass the Senate, no how they can
lix it. I have been very busy to get the Senate to pass the resolution
tor adjournment t he 31st, which I think will carry, if the Bill from the
committee ol conference should fail, and I think that is certain. There
will be a Bill reported that will carry, which will be satisfactory to
every Bank in the State, and satisfy the people generally. Once for
a

> i cannot get the matter settled according to my notion, it will not
e my fault, as I am the only one that works upon the right sort.

Yours truly, in haste,

George W. South.
GEORGE READ.

(42.)—No. 104.

BOYD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg, March 22, 1840.
G. fl., Esq. Mv Dear Sir:

—

Since my arrival, I have not lost a
moment in attending to the great interest of us all. I called as early
as possible on Mr. Fleming, of the Senate, who, after the proper pre-
. 111 )inn ry steps, discovered that nothing could induce him to alter his
determination to report the Bill to resume on the 1st of October
\ou are doubtless aware of all its provisions, which to any man con-’
\eisant with the business relations of our country and the banking
system is truly obnoxious. I made an unsuccessful attempt to have
the bill smothered in committee: it cannot be done— it will be re-
ported m the morning; and we hope to have it postponed or defeated.
I enrose, Strolnn and Killinger are all absent—we sent this evening
tor the latter, and rumor says that the two former are to be here to”
morrow. All is confusion here. There appears to be a great want
ol system. Judge Lewis has gone home—no good reason assigned,
imeker has left for Williamsport. These things do not look right
ihe Governor, and the Cabinet generally, are “right

; and all quite
anxious. And, if it is possible to arrange Mr. (Lycoming,) who, it is
said, holds the balance of power, I can do it, and it shall be done.
Mr. Wood is very busy; and if we had a few days to systematize
matters, would insure the result. 1 do not intend to go home until
this afiair is settled, unless compelled by sickness in my family; and
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you may rely oil me giving the subject mv best attention. You shall
bear from me to-morrow.

Assuredly your friend,

J. C. BOYD.
The adjournment resolution will pass Senate to-morrow.

(43.)—No. 88.

Harrisburg, March 23, 1840. >

Monday evening. \

Dear Sir :—The Bill reported by the committee of conference, is

made the order of the day for Thursday next, in the Senate, which, 1

think, will be about the last of it. Mr. M^Elwee’s resolution, to

borrow one million for the payment of interest and repairs, passed by
a large majority, with an amendment, to borrow the money Irani the

U. S. Bank at four per cent., as she is bound by her charter to do;
and in case of a failure, the Governor to get it elsewhere, at an interest

not to exceed six per cent.; and we are now at work to have an
amendment put to it in the Senate, when it comes up in that b >dy, in

the shape of a resumption Bill, which 1 think will pass. The com-
mittee of conference reported to the House about three o’clock this

afternoon, when the House adjourned, and was ordered to be printed;

and what action will then be taken upon it is very doubtful. 1 lee!

satisfied it will not passed before the day fixed for adjournment, as I

think the Senate will agree with the House to adjourn on ilv* 3 1st ;

and in case they should so agree, we have got ill -in straightened out

complete. 1 think the resumption Bill, above spoken of, will be in

such a shape as to meet the views of all the Banks. I must close this,

as I am busy attending to the matter; but will write by to-morrow
afternoon’s mail.

Yours, &c.,

GEORGE READ.
Mr. George W. South, Philadelphia.

(44.)—No. 89.

Harrisburg, March 23, i ’Go. )

One o'clock
,

M. $

Dear Sir:—The committee of conference have reported this m .ril-

ing to the Senate, who now hive it under discussion, wocther they

shad take it up immediately, or next Thursday. Mr. MvElwee offered
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?.

reso!u,io
,

n f«r a Ioan of o»c million, to pay interest, debt, die., which
is now under discussion for postponement, in order to let the committee
1 con.erence report. I think the postponement will not carry.

Yours, in haste,

m
, ur c r GEORGE READ.

jrEOKGE W. SoPTH.

N B. The Bank Bill will not pass. It wil! be voted down in thesenate Vote on postponement of ABE I wee’s resolution—yeas 43;lflvs ‘ ’

(45.)—No. 105.

BOYD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg, March 23, 1840. ^

f j
Half-past 12. $

IchuilkiM
IR :~Th

t

e Banl< BiH 'Vas roPor,od by Mr. F. Frailey, of

SlZ r,r
PP°?

3 m0tl0n
,

t0 aPP°int a day to act upon S’e Bill.

o
C1,

.f’

n<

;

w speak'ng. I have little doubt but that the

r
'

feei a " iM be lost
’ and 'he Senate refuse to print. The house

rrow
V

m
d

,n

C"S
T
r,ga rf'solu ' 10 "’ Sot u

l>
by the Government party, to

* T

m

" money by issuing stock, &c„ to defray the expenses of theniveminent, and to pay interest and repairs.
I he vote to defer it until to-morrow was passed, 48 to 46 A reterr^" idi «"«* - —- »--£

Assuredly yours,

JOHN 0. BOYD.

(46.)—No. 106.

BOYD TO HANDY.

, „ ,

Harrisburg, March 23
, 1840 .

r « tlA^DYj £iS(| 1 7

My Dear Sir :—Things, in my opinion, look better every hour.
'' Ve n

,

ot

T

thc van,ty IO he 1 1eve that any thins which I have done
i It hough have been very industrious,) has contributed, in anv oreaiegree, to bring about this result. I have no fear but the result" willicet he most sanguine expectations of our Philadelphia friends,
-ur Bood friend Mr. Wood uses great industry, and the proper organi-
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zation of our tried friends, will enable us to carry every reasonable
measure.

I need not tell you the course pursued, as I know you have other
correspondents who advise you of our movements

; and the plan is

laid to secure their success. To-morrow, I presume, will be an
eventful day. ^.'ou shall hear t he result. I do not have your let-

ters franked, for the simple reason that no one knows I am in corres-
pondence with you, but Mr. Wood.

With feverish anxiety for the successful termination of the matter,

remain most sincerely your friend,

JOHN C. BOYD.

(47.)—No. 29.

Harrisburg, March 23, 1840. >

Monday evening. $

My Dear Sir:—The cows have shown their horns, and taken a

decisive position. The wolves have determined to be contented with

what milk they have taken, and let them rest for next January or

February. The wolves are now acting with energy to obtain that

object. In the House, after a long and desperate resistance, a resolu-

tion was carried, indicating a prostration of ultra measures. Snowden
in despair, voted lor a measure which vainly he attempted to defeat.

This measure is merely intended to promote ultimate arrangements in

the Senate. In the Senate, the day was consumed in angry debates

on the most outrageous Bill, framed by the committee of conference.

It is ordered to be printed, and will be finally disposed of, in that

body, to-morrow. This Bill is so framed, that it must be rejected in

the Senate. The friend on the Susquehanna, who came with me in

the car yesterday, used most powerful arguments with the Judge’s

friend, whom I mentioned to you yesterday as having deserted, and
could do nothing as yet with that individual. Singular occurrence!)

The gentleman will give you full account of all the prospects by this

evening’s mail. I think it useless to send this letter—and keep it until

to-morrow’s mail, which closes at one o’clock, P. M.

March 24, 1840.

This day must sink the hopes of those who arc desiring destruc-

tive measures, which arguments have rendered unpopular. There
may be some appearance of resistance which will be in vain, as the

forces are diminishing hourly. The votes in the House, for a rea-

sonable Bill, are estimated from 50 to 56 ;
and in the Senate, from

] 8 to 20. It is thought expedient to kill the conference Mill in both

Houses, in order to stamp it with the mark of disapprobation, and

extinguish all hopes of renewed agitations. Senator Fraley has a

Bill in view, and intends to offer amendments in the Senate this day,
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to the ioan created by resolution in the House yesterday; and the
gentleman has also one;—both have been transmitted to the city. Iam endeavoring to conciliate matters, so that the project, so important
to us all, will not be destroyed by obstinacy and parade of superiority
of talents; it being of importance that the democrats should bring
or

,

i lhe Rl!1 and the amendments, so as to insure it success, and in
order not to create any alarm. I fear only that the Bill will he loaded
too heavily with appropriations; yet, as the Legislature is determined to
tax all luxuries, to raise means lor paying the interest on loans, I think
it of no importance. The more the State gets indebted, the greater
will be the necessity of becoming conservatives. This struggle be-
tween paper and metallic currency, has now positively commenced:
the former currency must, and will, under present circumstances, pre-
vail—no oilier can he maintained

;
and so let it be. Under this state

ot currency we may now act—a few days will establish it by law-
ns there is no alternative left. Now you need not make any more
calculations for emigrating to Arkansas—you will be enjoying your
stocks m Philadelphia. Let me congratulate your good lady, who is
not iond of living in the country.

Truly yours,

.1. SOLMS.

After 1 2^ past M.
The House has the Bank Bill from the committee of conference

before them. The Senate, the resolution lor a Ioan from the monster
oi a million. But I apprehend no voles can be obtained this day—so
lave patience. I am busy in keeping some of my friends on the
alert. Every man should be at bis post when action is required.
1 he gentleman may give you details by this evening’s mail. He
pushes now hard, and drives, and acts, and turns up every timin'.

1 • D

(48.)—No. .30.

Harrisburg
, March 24, 1840.

Hear Sir . The enclosed is a vote just taken in Senate, on a
motion to take up the Bill to repeal the charter of the United States
Bank, &c. Strohm was absent. The Senate arc now discussing the
joint resolution, passed in this House yesterday. Neither body have
disposed ol the Bank Bill, as reported by a committee of conference.
I had a copy sent to Exchange. Nothing new. Our troops are not
yet properly organized in Senate. All will, I think, come out right.

Yours truly,

B. M. BRODHEAD.



320

(49.)—No 31.

Harrisburg
,
March 24, 1840.

Dear Sir:—We did not got the resolution, which was passed

through the House yesterday, disposed of to-day in the Senate, in

consequence of Cell insisting upon offering arnendmi nts which he

had prepared for the committee of conference. This threw our

friends into some little consternation, as wre dare not attempt to vote

down his amendments, or we would drive him off, and perhaps get

his opposition—especially if he should get drunk again. Me offered

his amendments, which does away the entire section, as passed yes-

terday, except the enacting clause, and the mode of issuing and trans-

ferring the stock, which you know it is important to retain. I

have now got the Governor to send for him, and will have his amend-
ments properly arranged, if he will not consent to withdraw them.

He lias the main provisions, January 15 for resumption, and release

of penalties. He also has the small note provision, hut makes them

redeemable, on demand, in specie, while mine gave one year. [ hope

this, at least, will be altered. W halever amendments are agreed

upon, will be printed to-night
; and if 1 get a copy in time, will send

you one. We must take w hat we can get, so long as the main mat-

ters are right. I noticed the contents of your letter of yesterday,

and the result of the election will show' whether the proper measures

and arguments have not been used to secure the State to Martin Van
Buren. I have never despaired, you know; although you whigs some-

times have made our prospects dull. There are too many political

doctors here, and consequently confusion is sometimes created.

'[’he icport of the committee of con ten nee, is not yet decided in

either House. It is now being discussed in House Representatives, an

aiternoon session. As I have exhausted all my arguments and pro-

mised to furnish the proof very soon, you must be prepared on short

notice, as I think w'e will dispose of all things this week. As I am
left comparatively bare, I wish you to have purchased for me 500
shares United States Bank stock at the lowest rate, 30 or GO days,

B. O. I observed it is low, and I must trust to this for something.

Do not omit to do this, but have it in some other name than mine.

Should the resolution, as it passed through the House, he concluded

on to be retained, of couse you will take the loan as a t< mpnrary one,

say for one year, and cut it up into 50 and 1 00 dollar certificates; and

as to the constitutional currency, or its equivalent, that must give urn

no trouble, as the Governor understands that to mean your notes; this

is understood betueen him and me, and ?, on can rely vj.on it. It is

now G o'clock, and the House of Representatives yet in session < rithe

committee of conference report. 1 will not seal my letter till they

adjourn. Ycurs truly,

D. M. BROLHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq’r.

7 o'clock. The House of Representatives just adjourned without

a decision.
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Ueo. Handy, Esq., Spruce street.

Don’t seal or send away your letters until I come to you.

Yours,

Friday night.

T. D.

(50.)—No. 67.

. PEAR SiR.-—Enclosed is a letter received this morning from Har-
risburg. Please show it to Mr. Handy.

Very respectfully,

March 24, .840.
GE°' VV‘ S0U™-

Thomas Dunlap, Esq.

BK. IN. COM. 21
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(51.)—No. 90.

Harrisburg
,
March 24, 1 84(1.

.Dear Sir:—There was a motion made in the Senate this morning

to take up the Bill for repealing the charter of the United States Bank,

which was lost by a vote of—yeas 16 ; nays 16. 'i he Bank Bill is

now under discussion in the House. It is opposed by Messrs. Wilson,

(the chairman of the committee of conference,) M‘Elwee, Hegins,

and others. The Senate have now got up the resolution for borrow-

ing money, that passed the House yesterday. Mr. Bell offered an

amendment to it in the shape of a resumption Bill, of which 1 will

write you to-morrow.

Yours, &c.

GEORGE READ.
CjrEORGE W. SOUTH, Esq.

P. S. Bell’s amendment is not exactly as we wish it ; but we will

get together to-night and have it altered. I atn out of cash.

(52.)—No. 91.

Harrisburg
,
Tuesday Evening

,
)

March 24, 1840. \

Dear Sir :—Enclosed you will receive the amendment of Mr. Bell,

to resolution that passed the House yesterday for the one million loan.

I think it will pass the Senate. It was made the order for to-morrow

morning in the Senate. The Bill reported by the committee of con-

ference is still before the House, and will be taken up to-morrow.

—

This afternoon was all taken up in discussing the merits of the Bill,

and there is several yet to speak upon it to-morrow'. It cannot, in my
opinion, pass. We are going to work in the morning strong for the

Senate Bill. Each man is to take his man and do all he can.

George W. South.

Yours, &c.

GEORGE READ.

(55.)—No. 92.

H'g, 24 Mar., ’40.

Dear Sir:—The Bill from the committee of conference, or rathe
the Penitentiary Bill, as it is now called by many, is still before th

\

\
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House. Mr Filbert commenced speaking immediately after MrWden sat down, and is still at it in a masterly stylefagainst the

12 o'clock, noon.
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aN “ lh" lr *“*'»• I tWnk the, .ill not be able to

& a vote upon n this forenoon. I will write again this evening.

Yours, &c.,

Ciuouuu W. South.
GEORGE EEAD '

(54.)—No. 107.

BOYD TO HANDY.

G. H. Esq’r.
I-Iarrisburg

, March 24th, 1840.

Respited Fkiexd:—Another day has passed, and without anydung definite having been done. In Senate, that stupid inebriate Belfhad proposed an amendment to be offered to the resolution passedthrough the house yesterday, and which required the best efforts ofMr. Fraley
, of Philadelphia, and other friends, to get him to so modifyas to meet he \iews ol those who are Iriendly to the bankino- institu-Uons Bell persisted in offering it, which has displeased Kingsburywho had in charge, and was to offer, the amendment approved of bvbe Governor and all our friends. After considerable discussion Sen

ate adjourned. ’

The Governor this afternoon sent for Bell, and will get him either
to withdraw his amendment entire, or permit it to be so modified as torender it acceptable to those concerned. The amendment drawn upby Mr. Brodhead, or by the Governor and him, would, in my view be
decidedly preferable. Still, however, that of Mr. Bell will do; and I
trust to-morrow will decide this vexed question in Senate. In theHouse the resumption Bill is under discussion. It is understood that
one more of our friends is to speak in the morning; affer which the
previous question will be called, and the main question put. The vote
will be a close one; and although some of our friends little doubt the
result, Mr. M ood and myself are quite anxious to have it carried.

There are some of our friends here who take things for Granted
when the result shows they are greatly mistaken. Capt. Hayes has
M‘Elwee in charge, and manages him most admirably. Mr. Wood
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has several under his especial care, and I have Fleming to take care

of. I find, however, we can get along without him, and there is no
necessity for wasting ammunition when the enemy is conquered. He
has placed himself in a position that he cannot, without the most glar-

ing inconsistency, depart from. Under these circumstances we think

it best to do without him.

We will send you a Bill to-morrow, I would fain hope passed ;
but

there is so many disappointments, you had better defer hoping until

the result is known.
Assuredly yours,

JOHN C. BOYU.

Provided, That all penalties imposed upon the said Banks for extra

interest, proceedings for forfeiture, or otherwise by any existing law

or laws of this Commonwealth, be and they are hereby released and

suspended until the said 15th day of January, 1841.

(55.)—No. 32.

Harrisburg
,
25/h, March

,
1840‘,

Dear Sir:—I have written to you by this noon’s mail, and beg

leave to refer you to said letter. The Bill is now before the Senate;

and as you have a copy of it, you are acquainted with what can be

obtained. Whether the provisions meet your views, I am unable to

decide; but it is the best that can be obtained under circumstances

of the various interests the parties and fraction of parties wish to carry

and thereby promote. It would be dangerous to oppose or amend
any part of this projected law, and there remains no alternative, but

to support its passage with united might. This is my candid opinion.

I must confess that I do not admire, nor do 1 comprehend the pro-

visions in said Bill—of the emission of small notes redeemable in .spe-

cie. I cannot comprehend the beneficial operation for the Banks,

when their suspension is legalized; and the refined mode of rendering

the emission of these specie tokens profitable, surpasses my acquired

banking knowledge
;
yet 1 feel disposed to learn, and therefore shall

give all my support to the scheme. The framers must take the respon-

sibility of the issue.

Moreover, the principal object being obtained by this Bill, the time

and legalization of the suspension, 1 have nothing more to support;

and to close this business, without attending what is not under my
care, I shall direct exclusively my attention.

The confidence of succeeding is so great, that there is great exulta-

tion on one side, depression and malignity on the oilier. I am satis-

fied that revenge is not dormant; and I know that the opponents are
now, while I am writing, caucusing how to defeat us ultimately. Ex-
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(56.)—No. 33.

Harrisburg
,
25th March, 1840.
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required last night more arguments
;
but I was tired, exhausted, and

had none to give any more ; so I told him I felt sleepy, and went to

bed.

Your favor of 23d, I received last evening. The gentleman read

me his from you. It is well adapted.

1 o'clock, P. M.

No cars, and consequently no mail. In the Senate the adjourn-

ment of 31st instant was amended 10th April; and in the House the

conference bill is under debate. No vote, but will be killed—so say

the wise.

Truly yours,
'

J. SOLMS.

(57.)—No. 34.

Harrisburg, March 25, 1840.

Dear Sir :

—

I have nothing new to communicate, except that the

Senate to-day amended the adjournment resolution, fixing the time for

adjournment on the 10th April, instead of 31st March. This wilt be

concurred in by the Mouse of Representatives.

The report of the committee of conference is still under discussion

in the House, and will, I think, be voted down. The loan resolution

has not yet been taken up in Senate to-day, now 1 o’clock. 1 was
much disappointed in not receiving letters this morning

;
perhaps the

mail has not connected on account of the snow.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
George Handy, Esq.

I just learn there is no mail in. I wish to know whether the small

bill provision, as in Bell’s amendment, (which will be the one adooted,

if any,) is desirable, as it compels specie to be paid on demand for them.
It will have to be that way or not at all. I suppose it is, as you can
send yours north, east, and west, and use those of a distance

;
but

let me know.

(58.)—No. 35.

Harrisburg
, March 25, 1840.

Dear Sir:—To-day has been an important day. The House of
Representatives, by a vote of 49 to 45, voted down the report of the
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committee of* conference, and four of our true men voted for it by con-
sent; and, in the Senate, a test vote was had this afternoon on Bell’s
amendment, which was voting for the first section, which was carried., o— wuiuu was cameo,
y a vote of 19 to 14, Ewing, a whig, voting against it. On a vote

moving to change the time from 15th January to 1st October, the vote

Mm V
2 ?£inst il~^ngsbury, Frailey, (Sch.) Miller, (Adams,'!

-timer, (Berks,) Myers, and Fleming, voting against it. We shall carry
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small bills; but I think not.
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ien wou^ be right. I hope and trust Icun not placing myself in a false position, as my word, and, in some

instances, my written agreement has gone out to a large extent, and
the only condition is the time to January, ’41, and release of penal-
ties. This you have clearly in Bell’s bill

; and I wish you, for yourown sake, my sake, and all others concerned, to write to me install-
ter, whether there is more difficulty—if so, it is not too late vet for
me, and others, to get out of part of our engagements, and let all so.
Write me at once. I am quite alarmed at your expression, altho’ I
presume it has allusion to the “ constitutional currency ;” and, if I
do not hear distinctly from you, I shall take it for granted that all is
right now— it any thing is wrong I beseech you to let me know, as
nothing but the strongest arguments can pass it in the House.

I consider the war as now at an end, if aU is right.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
I am not mistaken as to the construction of the proviso in Bell’s

first section 1 he ablest lawyers in this city, and some judicial char-
acters take the same view, viz : that it allows any man to sue for the
penalty of 12 per cent, at common law. If the words were placed
in the proviso as you place them in your letter of 26th, “ the penal-
ties / ecooerable according to the common law," it might be well; but
such is not the wording, and such would not be the construction in a
court ot law. The proviso allows any one to proceed and recover”
what? ‘-the liabilities ol, and the penalties recoverable from any of
the said Banks. How is he to proceed and recover these penalties?
“According to the common law, and not otherwise.” He then clearly
can sue for the penalties (12 per cent. &c.) at common law; and in
our city the courts give judgment every- month. Thus the amount of
the notes, and 12 per cent, could be recovered in judgment every
month, and no rebel would be had but the cessation of suits for for-
feiture.

J

Pearson’s amendment is far better; but what I have heretofore sent
you is the only truly effective clause that you can introduce; and I
pray you will, it possible, adhere to the very words of it, say, u that
all proceedings for forfeiture of charter, interest beyond 6 per cent.
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or other 'penalties under existing laivs, shall be released and suspen-
ded, until the said 15th January, 1*41.”

There is much talk here, and no little anxiety expressed about a
clause being inserted to prevent the Banks from paying any dividends

during the suspension. This seems to me an unwise measure, and I

hope the matter will be left where it is, at least for the present. I

thin ; some of our pretended friends desire it. I soy take care, don’t

be decoyed into a measure which you might regret when you have
mime time for sober reflection.

Philadelphia, March 26, 1840.

My Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 25th inst. is at hand; your

alarm is without cause. If nothing better than Bell’s Bill can be ob-

tained, it must answer ;—yet I repeat, there is considerable doubt

whether it covers the ground fully for release of penalties. If it is

possible to get the clause I gave you in my last night’s letter, included

in the parenthesis, it covers the whole ground, and would be what we
want, and what I think you will agree with me we ought to have. I

enclose you another form. It is the opinion of some of the ablest

lawyers here, that under Bell’s Bill, the Bank could be sued on her

notes, and judgment obtained in from 30 to 40 days, and with 12 per

cent, interest. This, you will say is not what it should be; and it it

can be avoided, without jeoparding the whole Bill, it should be done.

Every possible eflbrt should be made to introduce the release of penal-

ties in the forms I gave you.

Your request, in regard to the purchase, has been attended to.

I want you to bear in mind, you have to do with a gentleman, and
not to become alarmed too easily. I want for myself, individually,

nothing. What I do is without the expectation of any remuneration.

I shall not deceive you. I repeat, all will he right.

GEO. HANDY.

(59.)—No. 44.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LOAN.

Resolved, by the Senate and Mouse of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania in Gener.nl Assembly met, That the

Governor be, and he is hereby authorized to negotiate, on the faith of

the Commonwealth, on temporary or permanent loan, from the United

States Bank of Pennsylvania, agreeably to the provisions of its char-

ter, at an interest of four per cent, per annum, in the constitutional

currency of the country, or its equivalent, payable half yearly, a sum
not exceeding one million of dollars, reimbursable at any time, not

exceeding twenty-five years, to be applied to the payment of anv de-

ficiency which may occur in the Treasury, previous to the meeting of
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the next legislature, in the fund set apart and pledged for the pay-
ment ot the interest on the public debt, and the residue to repairs of
the public works, and to such other purposes as the necessities of the
1 reasury may require to preserve its credit; for which

, certificates of
stock shall be issued in such amounts

, and made transferable in such
manner as the Governor may direct: Provided, nevertheless, that if
he Governor should be unable to negotiate said loan of the Bank of
the Tinted btates on said terms, he shall, and is hereby authorized to
obtain the money on the best terms possible, and from such sources
as ie may deem expedient

; not, however, exceeding six per cent, perannum. ° 1 1

o^?i
EA

u
Sm:—Above, you have a copy of the resolution which pass-

ed the House to-day. It has been truly a stormy day in both Houses.
I his resolution occupied the House of Representatives until near threeo clock. We were determined to pass it in some shape, so as to have
speedy action; it will go to the Senate to-morrow, and we shall pro-
bably have it taken up there next day after to-morrow. I would like
o hear Irom you first. You will observe, that the Go%'ernor is to di-
icct the manner of transferring; this is a trick, which in all the de-
bating, was not discovered by friend or foe—and I think will not beMy object in having this unusual provision is, that you may make a
currency of it, as it may be issued in any amounts. You will observe
that it is not compulsory, as explained by the proviso. The originali^o ution was baiely to make the loan; but the amendment was
ottered in hopes to kill it. Now, the doubt in my mind is, whether
to have it pass in its present shape, or to have stricken out all which
is enclosed in pencil brackets, and insert the rate of interest at five
percent. There will be an additional resolution added, authorizing
the negotiation of a loan not exceeding $2,000,000, provided the Le°
gtslature, at their present session, should make appropriations to the
internal improvements of the State, and payment of any debts due by
the State to that amount. Then will follow the resolution I sent you
last evening, legahzmg the suspension; and I now incline to think we
will .add the small note law, as an additional provision. If we can
carry this, then all will be complete as the one, two and three dollar
bills will make the small currency, and the State certificates of loan
the large. Give me by to-morrow night’s mail all your views.

1 he committee of conference reported to-day—it agitated the Se-
nate aft day, and will certainly be killed therej'and I think it will be
ki led in the House of Representatives; but this is immaterial, as if
killed in one is sufficient. I consider there is doubts whether
an improvement Bill will be but I consider it all the better foryou that it should be, as all the other Banks will be bound to contri-

,

> and 11 11 sha11 fail
>
you might be called on at another dav for a

larger sum, and on worse terms. I think all is safe.

Yours truly,

p. „ D. M. BRODHEAD.
George Handy, Esq.
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(60.)—No. 03.

Dear Sir :—Enclosed is letters and papers received from Harris-

burg. Please show them to Mr. Handy.

My friend Read is very anxious to return. He tells me he is

pressed to remain by the Governor and Dr. Sutherland, &c.

I wrote him by this morning’s mail
; say he must remain ;

I pre-

sume this will meet your approbation.

I will see Mr. H. at one o’clock.

Truly,

G. YV. SOUTH.
March 25, 1840.

(61.)—No. 93.

Harrisburg
,
March 25, 1840, t

7 o'clock ,
P. M. S

Dear Sir :—There was a final vote taken in the House upon the

Penitentiary Bill, as I called it this morning, which, with hard work
(no one being present except myself and Gen. Cameron, to do any
thing against it, they supposing there would not be a vote taken upon
it before the House would adjourn, which appeared to be the disposi-

tion of those in its favor, some of their friends being absent; but we
managed to shove her through,) was negatived by a vote of 45 yeas,

49 nays. You will see by the enclosed, that the first section of the

Bill sent you last night has carried. The whole Bill will carry. It

may be possible they may amend, by striking out that part relating

to small notes, so far as relates to the one dollar notes. When the Bill

is passed, you may look for me for the first man in the city, as Gen.
Cameron has promised to furnish me with a locomotive (extra.) I

wish you to forward this immediately upon its receipt, to the proper

(dace, of which you are aware.

Yours, respectfully, &c.

GEORGE READ.
G. W. South.

Do not show this to any person except the one, for I do not wish

things to get out. Let well emugli alone, and tell them to send no0 3 O 1

more persons up, as it will not have a good effect.

Mr. George W. South:
Sir :— [ think you had better buy some stock now, for I am satis-
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fisd that the Bank Bill will pass, and you can, by so doing, put me
on my feet.

Yours,

GEO. READ.
Harrisburg, March 27, 1840.

(62.)—No. 36.

Harrisburg, March 26, 1840.

My Dear Sir:—The Senate again had up the resolution, or rather
the substitute offered by Bell. They did not reach it till pretty late in

the day ; and after a few speeches, Pearson offered the following amend-
ment, to come in after the word “that,” in the first line of the 2d
resolution : “ So much of any act as subjects the Banks of this State,

incorporated by law, to the forfeiture of their charters, for failure or
refusal to pay their notes or debts in specie, or to the payment of any
damage or interest exceeding six per cent, per annum for such failure,

shall be and the same is hereby suspended, until the fifteenth day of
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and forty-one.”

The above amendment covers the whole ground; and I have no
doubt of its passage. The small note section will meet with some op-
position, and we may find it necessary to have it stricken out. I do
not consider it of any importance to you, but rather objectionable if a
clause should be introduced, compelling their issue. This resolution
will be disposed of in Senate to-morrow. Brown has gone home—his

mother is ill—and he completely broken down.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
The 3,060,000 may be reduced to 2,000,000.

You of course are aware that Bell’s Bill is a substitute i?i toto for

the one offered in the House by lYPElwee, and that nothing remains
of that but the name.

(63.)—No. 37.

Harrisburg, March 26, 1840.

My Dear Sir :

—

I wrote to you this morning, on receipt of your
letter, giving you m v views and the views of Senators on the subject
of your letter. I forgot to say to you that the word “ their,”

in the 7th line, is altered to “the,” which makes it more plain. I

will, however, have an amendment added somewhere, if possible,

making it beyond all doubt, although I believe it is well already.
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You observe how the manner of transferring the stock is provided
for, “ as the Governor may direct.” He will direct that your propor-
tion be transferred on your own books, in such sums as you please

—

therefore, you may make that stock in one, two and three dollar cer-

tificates, at no greater expense than you can make bills of your own
Bank. This is better than small notes. The Bill is now up. I will

write this afternoon.

Yours truly,

U. M. BRODHEA1).

(64.)—No. 38.

Harrisburg, 26 March
,
1840.

My Dear Sir:—The gentleman has communicated to me a part

of the contents of your letter to him, dated yesterday. I have writ-

ten to you this day under cover of the Cashier.

I was very anxious about the clause in the amendment, consider-

ing it the most important one in the Bill. I thought it should be ex-

plicit, and expressed in such positive language that it should stand the

test of the United Stales Courts, where it would he carried by foreign

claimants, and mentioned the subject to you some few days ago. I

was overruled, and reluctantly yielded, as lawyers and judges were
of a different opinion. What could I do? It is so necessary to be

conciliatory in order t® gain a point, when so many conflicting inter-

ests are in the field, and profits are to be made at every step. In the

main, it will be productive of more effectual exertions to carry the

Bill, which, with the amendment introduced in the Bill, will now be

more violently opposed ; but we must only keep every one at his post.

I do not fear eventual defeat, yet further procrastination will be the

consequence. There are now so many enlisted in the success of the

measure, and they must and will work hard, although they complain

already, and say things look bad, which we must not mind, for we
begin to understand the game—so be of good cheer. Another clause

I directed the attention of those who framed the Bill, which was not

acted upon in consequence of the wilful introduction of the present

one, was, whether the United States Bank, by accepting the conditions

imposed by this new law, and lending the money to the State, would

not enter into a new contract, impairing thereby her rights under the

charter, which is different from those of the other Banks? These
points are important, and require law knowledge.

27/A March , P. M.

I wrote you a few days ago, that there was, while I was writing,

a caucus was held, that letting the Banks alone would be the surest

method of showing patriotism, and upon this scheme they are now
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bent to act. It will not succeed, and there will be delay; but by at-

will prevail

1 Ceping
' he inends t0 thR P romise, Philadelphia interest

1 pleased too, by yours and other letters, that the Bill will do
It will be earned in the Senate this day, and tried as soon as possible;by the previous question, in the olher House. Such was the under-standing a few days ago. fhe new amendment sent up was with-drawn before your letter reached, as it would most likely not be car-

Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.

(65.)—No. 69.

Hear Sir.— I received the enclosed from Harrisburg this mornin<r

ni l T M
P
,,

rCeiVe °Ur lhencls a11 S° in the enclosed Bill of Bell"'

dov \u
e 18 ln

|
(:°d keeP lnS now. I saw Mr. Handy yester*Quy. I lease send him this and the enclosed.

^ J

Truly,

March, 26, 1810.
GEO' W ' S0U™'

Thomas Dunlap, Esq’r.

(66.)—No. 94.

Harrisburg, March 26, 1840. )

Thursday, 1 o'clock, P. H.
\Dear Sir Enclosed you will receive my note, in order thu vm.may hand it to Mr. Day, that he can get it renewed if I do not comehome before it is due. The City Treasurer wrote to the Auditor r
™

era upon the subject of the licenses, and he answered him by Sayin«rhat he had nothing to do with them, and that they must be given tome. C harles Brown leaves here this afternoon for Philadelphia Theamendments ot Mr. Bell, upon the resumption Bill, is up before thSSenate. The second sec tion is before them
; and my opinion is it willall cany, and il so, you will see me in town in a hurry.

’

Yours, &c.

DEO. READ.George W. South.
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(67.)—No. 95.

Harrisburg
,
March 26, 1840. i

Thursday evening.
}

Dear Sir:—The following amendment was offered by Mr. Pear-

son to the second section of Mr. Bell’s Bill, viz: “So much of any act

as subjects the Banks of this State, incorporated by law, to the forfei-

ture of their charters for a refusal or failure to pay their notes or debts

in specie, or to the payment of any damages or interest exceeding six

per cent, per annum for said failure, shall be and the same is hereby

repealed until the 15th January, 1841,” which met with considerable

opposition. Mr. Stevenson took the floor, and continued speaking

against it until the Senate adjourned. I am doing all I can to have it

pass, as I know it will be a great benefit to a certain Bank. I know
that there is a majority in iavor of the amendment at present, and I

shall do all I can to prevent any further debate upon it, which is the

only danger it is in. I want it decided soon, as 1 am very tired
; it

keeps me on the go the whole time. I shall keep you informed upon

the subject by every mail.

Yours, &c.

GEO. READ.
George VV. South.

(68.)—No. 41.

Harrisburg
,
March 26, 1840.

My Dear Sir:—Your favor of the 25th I have just received. I

think you labor under an entire misapprehension of Bell’s proviso in

the first section. Indeed 1 know you do, as by that provision, if you
will read it closely, you will observe that it is the penalties recoverable

according to the common law, and not otherwise. Now there are no

penalties at common law, and the only penalty which is recoverable

is six per cent., which is no penalty at all. I think this is entirely

conclusive. Such is its intention. Such the construction given it by
Senators, as a direct vote was taken to strike out the word “ com-
mon,” before law, and the argument was, that as it stood, it amount-

ed to entire release of every other penalty than six per cent, interest.

As to getting any section passed which prevents suits being brought,

and the money recovered, it could not be done, and would be perfect-

ly nugatory if it were done, as no person can, by law, be precluded

from bringing their action for the recovery of a debt—although a pen-

alty can be released, and is most clearly released in this section. It

is one of Bell’s strokes of cunning which I do not admire, as I deci-

dedly preferred the section I had prepared on this point. But this
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section is a great hobby of Bell’s, and I think dictated by Sutherland-,
cnce, I said in a foimer letter, that there were too many political

Doctors here.

1 ou certainly misapprehend it ; and as the section has passed second
reading, I doubt the policy of attempting to alter. I will, however,
5,c riaiev, Pearson and some others, and write again by this morn-
ings mail.

- J

Geo. Handy, Esq.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
i

(69.)—No. 39.

Harrisburg, 27 March, 1840.

•

M
c P

E
*f

SlR:—1 have written y°u Ulldc r tBe cover of the Cash-
ier of the Moyamencmg Bank this day, and seen your letter to the gen-
detnan, wherein, I see at length, all is agreed and arranged. Jud^e

. is even of opinion, that under the provision in the amendment,
&
it

wi be questionable whether any interest can be required; if so it
Mill be still the bettei. How Doctors agree !

Mr B. ha^ gone home; but what couTd be arranged he did ere he
departed. I he gentleman wants to go to Philadelphia, but 1 tell him
he must remain, in case the Bill docs not pass botli Houses by to-mor-row night. Nothing must now be left to chance— it would be morti-
lying to bo defeated, and to recommence our labor.
The monster must take the .whole loan, excepting §3,000,000 the

Ititle monster must take as soon as the Bill is signed. The GirardBank might he included for a certain amount, and it might be policy
lo induce then, to lake some, but lc, „„ otUr have an? unless youcannot help it. Look out for that and get the poivct yourself ns acommittee to act and settle with the Governor. We will arrange the
business here as it should he arranged, and I am persuaded you areinformed it can be done to suit all.

I think you might concoct with Mr. Raybold, under the expectation
of the passage of this Bill, to cause all the Banks to aerree to pay five
per cent, interest on balances, and that any Bank which is desirous
oi lessening ba anccs, may draw on the debtor Bank, receive herbank notes which may then be paid out by the Bank that receivesthem on its counter. Rely on it, this would prove beneficial, preventmuch little tattle and gossiping, by which we have hitherto unfortu-
nate]) impaired the credit and reputation of our city. Take thisunder serious consideration, and calculate how it must work.

Evening

,

7 o'clock.

I expected that this afternoon a vote would be taken, and the Billpass in the Senate, but I am disappointed in my expectations. I re-



336

.ceived your letter this afternoon, and had tried Bell repeatedly, and
the Governor himself endeavored to have every thing made plain,

but it was in vain; the amendment had to be withdrawn. I had my-
sel! again a conversation with him this afternoon, and he says,—“1
am not obstinate, nay, 1 am only consistent, and shall not give way
in any thing.” I wanted Judge Burnside’s opinion on the provision
you alluded to, and he says,—“ I want no better law, I don’t think

six per cent, can be recovered under the provision.” What will you
have more !

11 the last provision in the amendment, 1, 2 and 3 dollars, luithout

the specie clause, be passed, I don’t think the Moyamensing Bank
ought to take more than $12,500 of the loan. It will work difien fit-

ly. How much the United States Bank will take, you must know best.

However, as the Bill has not yet become a law, we have time to think

on the subject.

Truly yours,

J. SOLMS.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

Philadelphia.

(7 0.)—No. 40.

Harrisburg, March 27, 1840.

My Lear Sir:—Your favor of yesterday 1 received this morn mg,
and am glad to know th it all tcill be tight, as l am perfectly certain

that Bell’s Bill not only relieves you from the payment of twelve per

cent., but 1 have some doubts whether it does not relieve you from

any interest at all. This is Judge Burnside’s opinion clearly ; and

although I have been long out of practice as a lawyer, still I sir uld

despise myself, if 1 should ever forget the elementary principles

of common law
; and if this proviso does not relate exclusively

to the recovery of such penalties as exist at common law, I acknowl-

edge that I never was a lawyer. What do the words, “and not other-

wise,” mean? They either mean nothing or they mean the common
law penalties. Mr. Pearson, who offered the amendment yesterday,

of which I sent you a copy this morning belore I received your letter,

withdrew his amendment, stating that he had given the subject great

consideration, and that he was satisfied that the proviso of the rst

section fully and completely covered the whole ground. This i he

opinion of the Governor, who is a well read lawyer, and the unani-

mous opinion of every legal gentleman here with whom I have sped n.

I feel great relief since your letter, as from the words of your former

letter which you underscored, that Bell’s bill would not. do, I, of cot ;e,

must have felt alarm. Iam astonished that your stock did not adv; .ce
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yesterday
, if it

‘

s
-
vet ^elow 80, 1 would like tohaveSOO more boughtfor me, which you will attend to.

°

Yours,

, D. M. BRODHEAD.
^ consider the passage of the bill as certain.

(71.)—No. 42.

Harrisburg
, March 27, 1840.

Dear Sir Nothing has transpired since I wrote you this morn-in& , of consequence. An amendment was offered bv Penrose to reducehe amount to $2,000,000
; which, after a long discussion was ne“alived by a vote of 14 to 17-Stevenson dodfoU and Brown awfv'Another amendment was offered which was not disposed of, but which

I

|'k
Vai

’ a P()roPrlate ,he money distinctly for repairs interest

think?
8 ’ SUC

i

° bj€

7
tS ° f im Provemcnt may be designated. ]think , will get through Senate to-morrow. You may rely on itThe battle is fought and won. y y

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.

(72.)—No. 70.

Philadelphia
, March 27, 1840.

Re^
AR
The

R
v

:
~EnCl

?
9ed y°U WiH fifld ,etter from Harrisburg fromHead. 1 hey are quite important.

r0

inde'rstand

Sayi "g Bdl haS been Weil manaSed - Mr. Handy will

Please hand this, with the enclosed, to him.

Yours truly,

GEO. W. SOUTH.

(73.)—No. 96.

Harrisburg, March 27, 1840.
Dear Sir :—lou will find enclosed the proceedings of the Senate

p to one 0 clock
’ P * M -> in which you will perceive the amendment

BK. IN. COM. 22
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made by Mr. Pearson, as I wrote to yon last night, has been withdrawn.
We thought it best for fear it might endanger the bill

;
and I think there

is some provisions in the other sections of the bill that will supply the

place of the amendment. I still remain of the opinion that the bill

will pass in such a shape a,s to satisfy all the Banks. I shall write

again to-night.

Yours, &c.,

GEORGE READ.
George W. South.

(74-)—No. 97.

Harrisburg
,
March 27, 1840.

^
1 o'clock, A. M. \

Dear Sir :—Since writing last evening 1 have seen all the Sena-

tors, and am fully satisfied that the amendment offered by Mr. Pear-

son will carry. As I stated in my last that the great object was to

prevent any more debate upon this subject, which I think, by the ex-

ertions made to-night, we have fully succeeded in preventing. I have

been requested, from high authority, to have a resolution offered in the

House for the members to go home without their pay, unless there be

some provision to pay the creditors of the State, who have been so

long kept out of their money, which I intend to have done; and that,

I think, will have a good effect upon some members who are so radi-w

cal in their views of the matter; at least upon the call of the yeas and
nays it will show their sincerity.

Yours, in haste,

GEORGE READ.
George \v. South.

S'

w

(75.)—No. 103.

WOOD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg ,
3cl mo. 27, 1840.

Esteemed Friend:— With great reluctance I parted to-day with

our friend, J. C. Boyd, who has gone home. Of this he informed thee

by last mail ;
and I promised to drop thee a line daily, if there was

anything of importance. Bell’s bill has been under discussion all

day; morning and afternoon. Penrose’s amendment to strike out three

and insert two millions, was negatived, by a vote of 13 to 18. Bell

then offered an amendment which the Governor is anxious to have
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carried
; and this was discussed until after the candles were lighted

but no question taken Penrose, Ewing and Williams, all oppose the
< iee mdhons; and the most of the speaking has been from them onone side, and Fraley of city, Bell, and Pearson. The latter made an
f!

3 e sPeecb just before night, and was replied to, very sharply, by Wil-

fhte of i'

1 ' t

i?

mP
|

er ‘ l he Governor is veiT anxious about the

if

b
‘ L

he has bee
,

n t0 our house (Buehler’s) this evening, gotme to call out Stevenson, Snyder, and Patterson, with whom he helda separate and private conference. He also saw Miller of Berks, and
I •. rY

Cn> a ' our house - kc and his special friends are determined to get
it thiough. I have no doubt of the ultimate success, altho’ more delayhas taken place than was or is wished. Indeed I am so confident, that

'
.

m
,

m
T

y Pow
ff

‘° purchase five hundred shares of the United
states stock I would do it to-morrow. We have Lee and Lyons

hf^wn" V
ai

? r i

have
, ,

h
°t

es of CnsPin - He told me yesterday ^that
,us °ld ^cers who led him to defeat, and that lie was

inclined to change them. Judge Burnside and Henry Petriken, withBoyd s aid, and perhaps a little from thy humble servant, has got apiomise from Dr. Strohecker, of Centre. I mention these, because

^m
V
°.

i

°n
-n

-

6 0t ier Slde a few days since ’' and we can make

th f ‘ d
’ W1 inC1'eaSe °Ur maJ° rity- 1 hope for the best, and am

George Handy, Esq.

SAMUEL R. WOOD.

(76.)—No. 71.

My Dear Sir The enclosed is up to three o’clock yesterday •

and the information is quite important. Look over the proceedings’
pi the Senate with care. °

To show you how sanguine my friend is, I also enclose you a
n-ivate note from him to me; but I am not a speculator in stock*Have you anything to suggest ?

Dunlap?
y°U Sh°W thC enclosed

’ and fhe letter oC last evening, to Mr.

Most truly yours,

Ir, „ r GEO. W. SOUTH.
Geo. Handy, Esq.,

March 28, 1840.
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(77.)—No. 100.

WOOD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg
,
So? month

,
282/t, 1840.

Esteemed Friend As two of our folks went down to-day, and
j. Solms intends to go to-morrow, I had thought that it was needless

for me to write by this mad; but, as thee might not see J. Solms, I

concluded it best to write a few lines, although late at night.

Bell’s Bill was discussed all morning, and until a quarter past

three, when it passed second reading. The section relative to small

notes, (that is, below five dollars,) was lost by a vote of 14 to 15; and
a new section introduced, authorizing the Banks to make dividends,

arid to loan money without the liability of the directors. This amend-
ment passed almost unanimously. Our friend Solms is uneasy with

this latter section, as he thinks it will directly affect you. There is,

however, nothing directing, but merely authorizing all to do it; and

the rate of interest fixed, not to exceed six per cent. Solms and I

went, and had an interview with F. Fraley and J. Gratz, this evening.

Both of these gentlemen agree with me, that it would be unsafe and

unwise to alter this now, particularly as the Senate must go into com-
mittee of the whole, to get at any amendment. If, however, you are

anxious about it, and advise our trying it, we will do so. It is very

important to press the Bill with all our energy
; and I should be sorry

to have to allow the Senate to go into committee of the whole. Cald-

well will propose it, and make a motion so to do on second day morn-
ing, for the purpose of striking out the word ''common''' before “law.”

This must be resisted; and I hope it will please you to advise us to

keep the Bill as it is.

Many of our men want to leave, as the first of April is at hand;

and I assure thee, that we have had to use considerable persuasion

to hold or keep several of them. We cannot spare many, I assure

thee, unless they pair off. This, 1 hope, I effected in two instances

to-day, viz: C. Butler and Colt, both of whom left, and I expect the

others will go to-morrow.

The Bill would certainly have been carried through Senate, but

for Penrose, who spoke against time for nearly two hours. He will

vote against it. So will both Ewing and Williams, I fear. Indeed

I find more trouble to keep the whigs together, than the conserva-

tives.

Fraley is a host, and does all he can. I have no doubt of ultimate

success, if we could get action; and I can onlv assure thee, that

as far as mv exertions can go, I will press forward. I write at

midnight, after a hard day and night’s work, and thee must excuse

defects.



341

I
_

i am anxious to get away
; and but for the importance of the sub-

1
ject, would have done as others have, gone home.

Thy very sincere friend,

l ^ r
SAMUEL R. WOOD,

i George Handy, Esq’r.

(78.)—No. 43.

Harrisburg, March 30, 1840.

Dear Sir :

—

I was a few moments too late this mornino- in act-
tmg my letter to the Post Office; but I saw Samuel Wood, who said
he had written. The resolution is already sent over to the House
and, I am sorry to inform you, that Colt, Butler and M‘Dowell—all
good men, and true—are absent, and will be, I fear, all the week,
ihe Governor thinks it had better not be acted on to-morrow as we
are, doubtless, gaining strength. 1 do not think we will call it up to-
morrow

; but il it does come up, I still think we are safe, although
three good men arc away. If it is not disposed of to-morrow, I think
it had better lay over a day or two, as we cannot lose, but may ‘min-
finri if if n n /-> f nn krr D I. iTT , ,

•* ® ’

suppose
I

. £, .
" - ' v/ivuuoi lUOWj UUL till

and it it cannot go by the British Queen on Wednesday, I
there is no particular hurry. I will give you the earliest notice ofany action. 1 ou probably have seen Sterigere’s amendment, authori-
zing the Banks to declare dividends. I have just left the Governor;
ne is m good spirits.

Yours truly,

r u ,

D M - BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq r.

(79.)—No. 72.

Philadelphia, March 30, 1S40.
Dear Sir : Enclosed you will find a memorandum, which I re-

ceived this morning in a letter. It is from Wm. Field, a member
Mr. Read left in last night’s cars, and will reach Harrisburg by’lO

i o clock to-day. b J

1 have no doubt the Senate will go info committee to amend to-day.
What is the matter with Ewing and Maclay ? I gave Read the

•81 ft), as you adwsed that is <8L00 1 am in advance.

Truly yours,
Geo. Handy, Esq. ' GE0 w< S0UTa

Mr. Read, you must be up on Monday, if possible, and attend toyour business. It will be no go, if you are not here.

WM. F.
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(80.)—No. 99.

Harrisburg, March 30, 1840.

Dear Sir:

—

As you will see by the enclosed, the Senate have
just passed Mr. Bell’s Bill by a vote of 17 to 14. We will get it into

the House to-morrow, if possible. I arrived here this morning about
ten o’clock, in good order.

Yours, very respectfully,

GEO. READ.
Mr. George W. South, Philadelphia.

(81.)—No. 98.

Harrisburg
,
Monday evening , ?

March 30, 1840. \

Dear Sir:—The Bill that passed the Senate this morning, as sent

to you in a letter at noon to-day, was sent over to the House, and is

ready for action whenever we have force strong enough to carry it.

Some four or five of the right sort of members are absent ;
but we

will ascertain in the morning how the matter stands ;—if favorable,

(of which I have no doubt,) we will have it called up. We are con-

sulting this evening about having the section in relation to the small

notes put in again in the Plouse
;
but I have a notion we had better

leave it out, and bring it up upon its own merits. There appears to be
a strong disposition among the people here to have small notes.

There is one thing certain, if this Bill does not pass, there will be

none passed this session. Snowden had his old Bill up in the House
to-day, and passed some sections ; and some were voted down. It

will be no go; it cannot pass the House, let alone the Senate. Don’t

send any borers up here, as they can do no good, and may do hurt.

If you want anything done, just write to me, and I will attend to it.

Yours, respectfully,

GEO. READ.
Geo. W. South.

(82.)—No. 101.

WOOD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg, 3d month, 30, 1840.

My Dear Friend:

—

1 have just time to say before the mail closes,

that after a hard fight, the Senate have passed, by a vote of 17 to 14,
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Bell s Bill, as passed on second reading. Several attempts were made
10 go into committee of the whole, but without success. Our friends
tried to get the small note section, but failed—14 to 15. The yeas
011 the final passage, were Bell, Brooke, Case, Cochran, Fleming,
r raiiey, (Sch.,) Fraley, (Phil’a,) Kingsbury, Maclay, Miller, (Berks,)
Myers, Pearson, Purvianee, Spackman, Sterrett, Strohm, Williams.
he nays, Barclay, Brown, Caldwell, Coplan, Ewing, Hays, Kil-

ingei
, Patterson, Plumer, Shortz, Snyder, Sterigere, Stevenson,

ogers. Some bolted. Barclay, and one or two others, would have
voted lor it, if necessary.

Thy sincere friend,

SAMUEL R. WOOD.
G. Handy, Esq’r.

I will send a printed Bill, as passed, by next mail, if 1 can obtain
one.

(83.)—No. 45.

Harrisburg
, March 31, 1840. 1

1 0 minutes before 1 o'clock, P. M.
$

Dear Sir :—The question is before the House, and has undergone
many buffetings thus far, without success to our opponents. The
first amendment offered, was to strike out “common” before “law;”
and was lost by a vote of 41 to 42. The next was to insert 1st Sep-
tember lost, 41 to 46. Our friends then called the previous ques-
tion—lost, 36 to 49. An amendment was then offered, inserting 1st
June—lost, 43 to 45. An amendment is now debating for 4th July.We are very weak to-day—seven of our friends being away. This
is horrid

; although, I think, we will yet get through.

Yours,

D. M. BRGDHEAD.

(84.)—No. 73.

Dear Sir:— [ received the enclosed from Mr. Read this evening.
If you have anything in particular to communicate, send for me, and
I will call upon you.

March 31, 1840.

Yours, most truly,

G. W. SOUTH.

Please show the enclosed to Mr. Dunlap.
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(85.)—No. 102.

WOOD TO BANDY.

Harrisburg
,
'Ad month, 31 ,

1840,

My Dear Friend:—The Bill is before the Hou-se; several amend-
ments have been offered, and all voted down. The last and closest"

vote was 45 to 43. The previous question was called, but there were
only 30 for it, and 49 against it. There will be a bard fight, but I

feel confident of victory. The bag has gone down, and I must run
with this.

Thy friend,

S. R. WOOD.
G. Handy, Esq.

(86.)—No. 46.

April 2, 1840.

Dear Sir :

—

I have been taking some medicine to-day, and feet

much better than I did last evening. 1 shall be well enough to re-

turn in the morning, but you know I cannot return until you prepare

the necessary documents Jor one to take along
,
as all my friends- will

expect to see them when I return. Attend to it.

Yours truly,

D. M. B.

George Handy, Esq.

(87.)—'No. 47.

Harrisburg, April 6
,
1840".

Dear Sir:—-I wrote you yesterday, and now repeat what I then

wrote. Send up on Wednesday, or I will come down on Thursday,
which I do not wish to do. I may be compelled to-day to draw my
check and get the money here. Some of our friends are waiting

anxiously7

,
and wish to leave town. They must not be disappointed.

I enclose my father-in-law, Mr. Barton’s, note for $2,000, which

you will please have discounted for me. I want the proceeds for my"

own private purposes, and will draw for it to-morrow. When we get

all our business arranged, I will then bring to your mind, your kind

offer, “that you would take me under your charge;” and I intend to

propose to Bank United States, to take at cash value some good pro-

perty in Philadelphia, and let me be out of debt.

Yours trulyq

D. M. BRODHEAD.
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(88.)—No. 48.

Harrisburg
, April 7, 1840.

*8 .0 86, the °(

^r/s-rr.
s 'y’ and ,hiot 11 ™,h“ ha^ *«*-4S’su

Dear Sir :

I

Geo. Handy, Esq.

Yours respectfully,

D. M. BRODHEAD.

(39.)—No. 74.

I AaSSSHSiSSpr*-s
VV ill you please to show these papers to Mr. Dunlap.

Most truly yours,

Geo. Handy, Esq.
GE0> W - SOUTH.

March 31, 1840.

P. S.— 1 am unexpectedly drawn upon from N Y I’m- u qoo

you to return me the S 700 advanced. ’ G w
™'

United"Salel)'
“ndCr C°Ver

'
and if “ check

- ^ »>ter Bank than

(90.)—No. 75.

My Dear Sir :—Learning that you were absent from the city Iailed upon Mr Dunlap, and he d.rected that note should remain- On
,

v°l r return, I beg
} ou to arrange this matter.

* °n

Most truly yours,

pEORGE Ha„„v, Esq.
^ W‘ S01™.

April 8, 1840.

I
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(91.)—No. 76.

Mr Dear Sir :—Read’s note of $ 1,000, is due to-day—it has been
renewed for a year or two. I suppose it is not necessary for him to

have it renewed again.

He is daily asking me if l have heard from the Bank. Will you
have the goodness to let me hear from you by 12 o’clock to-day 'I

I don’t think his demand, as stated to you the other day, unreasona-
ble, under all the circumstances. It would amuse you to hear his

tales.

1-Ie received a letter* this morning from H -g, for money.
Something he promised.

Most truly yours,

G. W. SOUTH.
April 8, 1840.

* Letter states the small note Bill passed.

(92.)—No. 49.

April 15, 1840.

Dear Sir:—Should you get home this afternoon, I should be glad

to see you as soon as possible, as I must go to Harrisburg to-night at

12 o’clock. I have been in great trouble on account of your absence.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.

(93.)—No. 50.

[private.]

April 16, 1840.

My Dear Sir :

—

I understand Mr. Handy has returned. I called

at his store, but he was not in. Will you see him immediately, and
have all matters arranged, so that 1 can go to-night at 12 o’clock.

—

I wrote up last night, requesting the gentlemen from whom I bought

lumber, to hold on till I came; that I would certainly be up to-night.

Do attend to this, as my credit would be ruined if I did not pay

promptly for the lumber which I have bought. Let the whole matter

be closed up to-day.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Joseph Solms, Esq.
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(94.)— No. 51.

April 16, 1840.
[rKIVATE.]

mollification P
You

?
annot conceive the great uneasiness and

vour nrot acid ft

exPenanced/0
';

last few days, on account of

I , .

“encc . I need of course make no explanation.

Last ni?ht'T
tten UP 6Very n ‘ght) that 1 'vouId be there next day

m^de^ fnend
aS

nn
er

?
m

t1
°
f
u
g0ing

’ but Was a§ai" disappointed. Do,'

to-nS as m v’(fil?H

d th 'S day l0 ha™« arranged for me to start’

you 1 know will m f aie wamng, of course, with great anxiety. And

will be right. 75
& ° SU°h arrangements before 3 o’clock, as that all

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.

(95.)—No. 52.

Harrisburg, April 17, 1840.

what will be done I do not Imow; Ithink^wSCw^ 5

be calfed'for on M i
’ 38 ^ Sp° ke ° f

’ as ,hat amount will probably

will write again.
' Leg.slature do not adjourn to-day, I

„ n J

f

r

t

E
ere ' S an

f
Xtra session

’ we will have a lax without a doubt

down.
aVe SOm° h°peS *fthey g° to-morr°w, to have it before I come

Geo. Handy, Esqr.

r
ours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
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(96.)—No. 77.

My Dear Sir :—Yesterday Mr Reed requested me to attend his
matters in relation to the late operation at 11 g. The Legislature
having adjourned, he expects one or two individuals down, who hold
his engagements. I paid his order on me for $200 on Monday last;

it is always better to settle with these persons at once—then their ser-
vices can be again commanded when required. Mr. R. has been very
active in getting up the meeting on Wednesday. He was one of' the
committee who agreed upon the resolutions. About a dozen of them
held a meeting yesterday morning, to converse about future operations.
They have agreed to form a conservative ticket for the Legislature, and
upon no terms will they agree with the locos. They intend to appoint
separate delegates of nomination.

They are all right now, if we can only keep them so.

If it is not too inconvenient, let me have the amount for him before

1 o’clock to-day. Read talks freely about his being in favor of the

United States Bank, and about its use to our State. A hundred times

a day he tells the democrats that Porter could not get along without
the Bank. Truly,

G. W. S.

April 17
,
1940 .

Please also enclose me his note remaining in your Bank.

(97.)—No. 53.

Philadelphia
,
April 21, 1840.

My Dear Sir :—I this morning called on Mr. Solms, who informed

me, you had said nothing to him in relation to the matter we spoke of

when 1 last had the pleasure of seeing you. I then went to your store

and inquired of Mr. Buehler whether you had left any message for

me, and received a negative answer. I then inquired when you were

expected home, and he informed me, not under three or four weeks.

Nowg my dear sir, you are aware of the position in which I stand to

a number, and I suggest to you the absolute necessity of your making
an immediate arrangement, through some of your friends here, to

have all this matter arranged, if you will not certainly be at home
within a week. When I went away on Thursday, you said 10 or 12

days would be the longest time you u'ould be absent, and I have fixed

that as the period at which all would be arranged by me. Do not let

me be placed in a false position—remember the delay which was suf-

fered on a former occasion by another.

I am, dear sir, yours truly,

D. M". BRODBEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.
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(08.)—No. 54.

Philadelphia, May 16, ’40.

My Dear Sir 1 congratulate you on your safe return, and should
have called yesterday, but knew you had much of your own matters to
see to. 1 am in want for myself to-day, of some funds, and you will
oblige me, by giving to my son your check for $2,500, and I shall
expect on Monday to have all arranged.

Yours truly,

Geo. Handy, Esq.
D' BR0DHEAD -

(99.)—No. 55.

Philadelphia, May 22, 1840.
Dear Sir:—I have large payments to make to-day and to-morrow

f" 7b
,
e‘\ J.

la ye offered 57 shares U. S. Bank stock, a? a cl’ateial, for 4,8/0 dolls, at 60 days, and I wish you would see that itis done. In addition to this, I will want 2,500 dolls, from another
WlU you please see t0 k

’ and obl%e

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

5,0

,

0d
h

.o.“av.

Oftrcd i$ ”0t <l0 "C
' ' S ‘k'1 " te °bliged C“" 0n y°a f°r

(100.)—No. 56.

Harrisburg, May 2
"

[confidential.]
1840.

S 1
"|

sh yu
.

u t0 Slve
,

Hfry> m.v brother, on Friday or Saturday-,o00, and send me a check marked “good,” for 5 000 as fhave to use that much more hcre;_„o Atte’r b
drawn, so that it « marked good; let it be to my order. Do, h lhthis, as it IS of importance—send it certainly on Friday.

Yours truly,

D. M. B.
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(101.)—No. 59.

Harrisburg
, May 27, 1840.

[Private.]

My Dear Sir :

—

I arrived here this morning, about 10 o’clock,

and found matters in rather a bad way. The results oflhe improve-
ment Bill you know, and 1 presume it will have some effect on your
stock. However, one thing 1 say to you, with positive confidence, that
no improvement .Bill will be passed, -u nless a tax Bill is first passed,
or passed o.t the same time. This information you may rely on; but,

perhaps you may as well only communicate it to your own confiden-
tial friends; and now, while on this subject, let me inquire, and let

me have your answer with all practicable speed— Will your Bank be
satisfied to take the loan at 4 per cent, under your charter, if a tax

Bill is passed to secure the future payment of interest? This is a
point on which we have not spoken, and therefore I wish to know, as

I think it can be altered, if it is important. If, however, your Bank
could as well make the loan now, as some future period, I have no
doubt but that it would do her good in many respects. The Governor
informs me that he has understood that you were willing to make a
loan on these terms, if the amount did not exceed three millions of

dollars.

Just after I got into the House to-day, Snowden’s Bank Bill came
up in order, and was passed, including the section fixing the resump-

tion on the 1st October. It is alleged here, that many of the Banks
in the State are willing and anxious to resume on or before the 1st

October. Plow this is I do not know; but you may also rest assured,

that no such change will take place. The 15th January, 1841, will

be the time, and none other. Of course I say this to you also advisedly,

and I need not say keep it to yourself. In replying to my inquiry as

to the loan, at 4 per cent, you will of course make the tax Bill and no

change in the resumption Bill, the two conditions, and without which,

I wish you to say that your Bank will not make an effort, or attempt

to comply.

Another important matter requires your immediate attention and

reply; and that is, I wish your Bank to agree to pay the check of

50,900 dolls, drawn on you by the Berks County Bank, which would

be 50,000 further advance, for which the Berks County Bank will at

once give you ample security. The Governor is very anxious on

this subject, as it could then be published that the Berks County Bank
had paid the State, and save a perplexing and exciting investigation,

which will otherwise take place, and in which investigation the Bank
of the United States will necessarily be involved, as she had the stock

of the State, and the Berks County Bank had credit for it; and, al-

though all was fair and right, still it will be urged that there was a

conspiracy between the United States Bank and the Berks County
Bank, and myself as agent, to defraud the State. You may, if you
please, also say, that this will be done on the same condition as above,
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a t3X bil1 bC imSSed

’ and the chaDSe in the time of resump.

One other matter, and I will dose for this evening ynn „ u *

M'tn, “P Vlre i " i “ "»“y. t" the amount of 15,000 doll, which
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busy for an hour or tM
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Yours truly,

Geo. Handy, Esq.
D ‘ M - BRODHEAD.

D. M. Brodiiead, Esq.
Philadelphia,

,
iliay 30, 1840.

lour respective favors of 28th and 29(1) ; n«t u v
I wrote you a hasty scrawl last evening HPJZ

r

fCeived ’

and was accommodated. Inclosed von wilfV /
y cai,ed to-day

you will please acknowledge.
^

‘ md a certificate, which

odjfV ayVny"ihiii°
1

' ZuTb
'°

”’hich a"s"'ers is request.
a “d "!“• 1 «m sure, would no”,’ satisly vou”

» responsibility;

say, that so far as my influence mav Zif, rl

’
’ h°wever, I will

the weight of it
; and I do flatter myself* ;r ' u^ requc

fs shal1 have
could be no difficulty. Causes haVe

"'°rk right
’ there

more at this time. On Monday I lion- n tv i?
hrevcnt m >‘ saying

and I shall write you more fully.

1 Ug t<?r star will appear,

Yours very respectfully,

GEO. HANDY.

(102.)—No. 57.

Harrisburg
, May 28, 1840

[Private.]

inclose yol a BhUf^VXTd a vote o
tees and dodgers. You will observe thafl?' 1’^°"^ the absen
voted for, and 15 against Vhe Bifl—31 ‘demom-'f

acd
,Vimason!

However, let me say again to vou, that df wiflV^ f
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B.H pas, I think wo shall mWaS"'^,$ £
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morning; but if not, we will have Snowden’s Bank Bill taken up , to

which the tax Bill was affixed yesterday as an amendment, and then
it will pass without a doubt; and then, in the Senate, we will strike
out all that is objectionable to your Bank, and send it back to the
House and they will concur, as you know there arc many men who
will vote for concurring, who will not vote on a direct question. I

shall get Coolbaugh, I think, to vote for reconsideration; also, Hot-
tvnstein, and perhaps Andrews. Neff has promised to dodge, and
some hopes are entertained of Strohecker. 1 only write now to say
that all will be right.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

Don’t forget my requests.

(103.)—No. GO.

.Harrisburg, May 28, 1840.

Dear Sir:—The tax Bill is now up, which will most unquestion-

ably pass. It proposes a tax of 1 mill on the dollar, on all property

now taxed, and 2 mills on all other articles. This will produce a fine

revenue, and will become a law. When you see the vote, which I will

give you at the earliest moment, you will be able to judge whether

my being here has done good or not.

You may rely on what I have stated as to the passage of the Bill.

Do you attend to my requests of yesterday.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.

(104.)—No. 58.

Harrisburg
,
May 29, 1840.

Dear Sir:—The final vote has just been taken on the Bank Bill,

introduced by Snowden, at this session. The Bill passed by a vote

of 03 to 24 as amended : that is leaving the resumption on the 15th

January, 1841, and leaving you free from the payment of the 12 per

cent. You therefore will have peace on that subject. The tax Bill

will be passed in some shape, you may rely upon it. I shall expect

your answers to my inquiries in the morning, at the furthest.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq.
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(105.)—No. 61.

Harrisburg, May 29, 1840,

vote of 4-^0 4T
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01, a t3X ' 1 received 110 letter Irora >ou to-daybut hope I shall in the mornin" } •>’

O'

Yours truly,

<Seo. Hak„v, Es<].
D- M- BRODHEAD.

(106.1—No. 62.

|

Harrisburg, May 30, 1840.
Dear Sir:—I received your favor of vesterdnu „ i ,

grieved to hear of the loss of your eyes; I presume, howeve/voumean your glass ones.
, •luwever, you

1 hope your reply to the inquiries I made may be favorable as fconsider ,t very important, and from which your Bank can sustain no

dou'bi
*
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e

r
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’
t TT S° right here

’ °f which 1 •'«"> ho

and as to th^FW
Ban< Ca" S,veamPle security for the 3,000;and as to the Berks County notes to be exchanged, I can find youmen enough who w, II give you the best security' for them .tt?They are wanted for the purpose of paying debts.

Ihe tax Bill was reconsidered to-day; and as the final vote was

shape!
^ ,aken

’ ,hC H°USe adj°urned - h will be passed in some

1 shall leave here this afternoon, and will not return until Mondayor perhaps 1 uesday. I have done all that can be done, in every wav-
BK. IN. COM. 23

*
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and 1 have no doubt of the result. I will write you immediately on
my return, although I believe the tax Bill will pass on Monday, before

I return.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
George Handy, Esq,.

(107.)— No. 63.

Philadelphia
,
June 5, 1840.

Dear Sir:—I got home yesterday morning, .and have no doubt all

will be right at Harrisburg. If you have anything to say in refer-

ence to the four per cent, loan, proposed by the improvement Bill, I

should be glad to know it immediately. I received the certilicates ot

deposit, and all is right.

Yours truly,

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Geo. Handy, Esq T

r.

(108.)— No. 110.

Charles Chandler, Esq’r.,

House of Representatives
,

Harrisburg, Penn'a.

Philadelphia
,
January 10, 1840.

Dear Sir:

—

My brother H. R. Brodhead is anxious to be elected

©ne of the State Directors for the Bank of Pennsylvania and the Phila-

delphia Bank. He is a young man of business habits, and a good i

democrat ;
and being a c. untry man, having been one but about threi

years, you can press his claims strongly on country members. Il
(

may he a matter of importance to us to have him elected. You must
]

make this a special object, and have it accomplished without failure.

Our stock matter is all arranged and sold ;
one-half the money has

|

' been < aid, and the other half will be paid in the spring. When l come
|

up I will bring yours with me; or if you are in immediate want of it, 1
a

will send you a check. Write me and let me know how you succeed
(

as to this directorship for my brother. I think I shall be able to dis-
|

pose of. some more stock probably this winter. I will see you soon.
s

I am \ours truly, J

D. M. BRODHEAD.
Chakles Chandler, Esq.
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(109.)— No. 111.

S. Meylekt, E.sq.,

Montrose, Susquehanna county
, Pa.

^
Milford

, August 28, 1840.
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I am yours, respectfully,

S. Meylert, Esq.
D - M - BR°DHEAD.

..*/ S ' W
.

hat *S the P° ,i,ical stafe of things in your countv? Amhere any chun0es for either candidate for President ?

y ' A

(110.)—No. 108.

BOYD TO HANDY.

G. H., Esq’r
Harrisburg, March 2

5

th, 1840.

Dear !mr I am aware that others of your friends am i„ a iCorrespondence with you; it is only a tax on vour timp fri
‘

a
y

'etters, and, therefore, will not write so frequency
d my

You imv- doubtless advised of the result in the House on theresumnn f.i.l it was lost by four of a majority; all rio-ht so far In ^ fMl 8 amendment is being acted upon ; it will nass wOh
ln Se"ate

mendments. It, however, requires very close watching- pv™
6 6W

•four supposed friends, is out against it. Mr Wood Messrs Fw°
n9

oZT m
"T

8nd mySalr- SP™ ,he «™i"g »> Mr a™- Somethmg was dose to neutralize or modify his opposition '
I hone

f

ay or two will decide in Senate this all-engrossingsubjeS.
Pe ®

Yours,

Senate fixed upon 10th April to adjourn.
JOHN C - BOYD.
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(111.)—No. 109.

BOYD TO HANDY.

Harrisburg
,
March 27, 1840.

G. Handy, Esq’r.

Dear Sir:—Your last favor is received. The provision which
you wish inserted in the Bill will require some management to get in*

sorted. It has been discussed to-day until the hour of adjournment.

A strange state of things exist here. There is so much vascillating

and changing, that 1 sometimes think we have a different set of men
than we tormerly had to deal with. I have no tear whatever of the

final result; but prompt action under the existing state of things is

very desirable. Every thing is done that can be done to forward this

important measure. I am compelled to be at home next Monday, to

meet my 1st of April engagements on Tuesday.

All our efforts to secure the aid of Mr. Fleming has proved unavail-

ing; he is, however, considerable neutralized
;
we have brought every

influence which could be gpt to bear on him. The mysterious exit of

the Hon. E. L. and one of the Canal Commisioners, and the radical

course of Mr. F., leads us to conjecture that all is not right. I leave

behind me Mr. VV. Donaldson of Danville, General Irwin of Centre'

county, and Judge Cummings of Williamsport, who are all enlisted

heartily in the good cause; and if our friend cannot beaded upon by

the united efforts of us all, it will be strange indeed. I would not

leave if I could possibly avoid it, but I must go. I will, if necessary,

be ready in a few days to return to the rescue. Mr. Wood never

loses an opportunity, and has the matter very much at heart—at the

same time fully sensible that a great want of management heretofore

has been the ostensive cause of the present difficulty. I have desired

him to keep you daily advised of passing events.

Very truly your friend,

JOHN C. BOYD.

(112.)—No. 112.

HAYS TO DUNLAP.

Harrisburg
,
March 23, 1840.

Thomas Dunlap, Esq.

Dear Sir:—Since I wrote you yesterday, I have had an interview

with the Governor, who is heart and soul with us; he then suggested

a plan for the accomplishment of our object, which is the best 1 hav^
yet heard, and we are in hope carry it out. It is this—Col. M‘Elw&
will offer a resolution calling for a million of dollars for the n~es *

!
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sary repairs, &c., in the House, where the Governor will use all his
influence to have it carried. When it goes to the Senate, all our
amendments will there be added, and we have strength enough to do
so; of course the House will not fail to agree to the amendments
when it comes back, I think. All our friends are delighted at this
project, and I hope and trust it may succeed.

Very truly,

Your obedient servant,

THOS. HAYES.

(113.)—No. 113.

CHAMBERS TO DUNLAP.

Harrisburg
, Friday night.

My Dear Sir
'The committee have been of a more doubtful

character than we supposed, and have required from us unremitted
efforts. Every kind of influence has been brought to bear, and I
,hink that I can say with confidence, this night, that we have suc-

week
m 311 and Uiat reHef W[U be exten,led t0 y°u next

The committees may report on Monday, but perhaps not until themiddle of next week
; if the latter period, I shall regret it, as f have

o confidence in any of them. The ‘-'greater part of them will arrive
at their purpose. AU is well. But this their end attained, theychange at. once." ’ -

Wilson has been very stubborn and obstinate, and nothing but the
influence of Burnside and his father-in-law, Norris, has broughthim over, °

The Governor has taken a very active part, since the committees
have been appointed, under the hope of better things.

I remain sincerely,

Your friend,

THO. CHAMBERS.
Tho. Dunlap, Esqr.

If Ju Ijje Lewis should desire any favors don’t extend them until 1See you.
,p c





APPENDIX.

INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE.
House of Representatives.

GEORGE SHARSWOGD, Chairman, (City of Philada.)
MORROW B. LOWRY, (Crawford co.)

JOHN H. DEFORD, (Fayette co.)

Senate.

JOHN H. EWING, (Washington co.)

E. A. PENNIMAN, (Philadelphia eo.)

Proceedings in the House of Representatives, and concurrence of the
Senate, relative to the Appointment ofa Joint, Committee of Inves-
tigation, (JrC.

In the House of Representatives, )

Wednesday, Feb. 9th, 1842.
\

A motion was made by Mr. SHARSWOOD, and read as follows,
viz:

“ W™reas, 11 has been alleged that the Legislature of this Com-
monwealth, in reference to the Banks, has been influenced by bribery
and corruption; and it is important to the character of the State, that
so serious a charge should be fully investigated, in order that if found
to be untrue, her public men may be vindicated from the unjust
charges thus cast upon them; or, if true, that the innocent may be
distinguished from the guilty; Therefore,

“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That a
joint committee, consisting of two Senators and three Representatives,
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to investigate, and report whether
any corrupt means have been, at any time, employed by the banks,
or th dr agents, or any of them, directly or indirectly, for the purpose
ol influencing the action of the Legislature, or any other department
of the Government of this Commonwealth, in regard to any legisla-
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tion for their benefit; and that the said committee have power to send

for persons and papers; and that the committee have not power to go

any further back than the session of 1835—’36.”

Said preamble and resolution were severally considered and agreed

to—[Yeas 74.—Nays 13.J

And Ordered, That the Clerk present the same to the Senate for

concurrence

;

And that Messrs. Sharswooii, Lowry, and Deford, be the Com-

mittee on the part of the House of Representatives, for the purpose

therein expressed.

Feb'y 1 lth, 1842.

The Clerk of the Senate being introduced, returned the joint reso-

lution from the House of Representatives, entitled “ Resolution ap-

pointing a joint committee to investigate the alleged charges of corrupt

means used by the Banks, or their agents, to influence the action of

the Legislature, or any other department of the government,”

With information, that the Senate has passed the same without

amendment, and has appointed Messrs. Ewing and Penwiman to be

the Committee on the part of the Senate, agreeably to the provisions

of said resolution.

[Extractfrom Journal II. R r.
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